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THE PARISH OF LLWYNDERW 
Holy Cross Church & Clyne Chapel, Swansea,  

in the Mumbles Ministry Area 

CLERGY 
The Reverend Hywel D Griffiths 

(Vicar) 
The Vicarage, 17 Eastland Close, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5NU 
Tel: 01792 403957              Email: rev.hywel1961@outlook.com 

The Venerable Jonathan B Davies B.Th 
(Archdeacon of Gower) 

The Parsonage, Fairwood Road, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5JP 
Tel: 01792 512747 Email: archdeacon.gower@churchinwales.org.uk 

The Reverend Biddy M S Wigley 
(Assistant Curate) 

5, Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 
Tel: 01792 405404                Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH 

Sunday 9.30am 

11.00am 

 Holy Eucharist 

Holy Eucharist 
 

Holy Cross 

Clyne Chapel 

Wednesday 10.30am  Holy Eucharist Clyne Chapel 

 

Thursday 10.00am  Holy Eucharist Holy Cross 

 

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,  
of the names of those who are sick. 

The Chapel of St Faith is open daily for Foodbank drop-offs only. 

Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with  
 The Reverend Hywel Griffiths 

 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion  
of the sick or infirm at any time.  

 

The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing. 

WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS 

Tuesdays 6.00-7.00pm Yoga with Caitlin 

Wednesdays 9.45am Spinning Tots with Miss Lizzie 
A fun introduction to dance, movement & ballet 
for children aged 18 months to 4 years. 

Fridays  9.30-12 noon  Community Art Class  
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READER 

Dr Felicity Padley 32 Fernhill Close,  Blackpill                                                                                                
Email: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 

LAY WORSHIP TEAM 
Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Esther Searle 

PAROCHIAL OFFICERS 

Parish Wardens 
Vicar’s Warden 

 
 

People’s Warden 

 
Mrs Lesley Morris  
65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty, SA2 8EW 
 

Miss Kate Richard 
6 Ffynone Close, Uplands, SA1 6DA 

 
Tel: 514769 

 
 

Tel: 642297 
  

PCC Secretary 
  
 

PCC Treasurer 

Dr Felicity Padley 
32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill, SA3 5BX 
 

Mr Bob Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, SA3 5HW 
Email: bobandbiddywigley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 
 

Tel: 405404 

Parish Organist Mr Leslie Ryan, BA (hons mus), LCCMD, 
AWCCM, CertEd (Wales) 
43 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, SA3 5DB 

Tel: 406062 

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL 
 

can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions 
 

Contact:  The Reverend Hywel Griffiths  
Telephone: 403957 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Mondays at 3.15pm 
Eden Bus, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Sundays at 4.00pm 

Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday 
Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080 

Film Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512 

Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders:  
Hazel Somers: 401705 & Elaine Griffiths: 208269 

Get Crafty Group. Every Friday 
Sian Griffiths: 403957 

Llwynderw Chorale meets occasionally to prepare for important services. 
Contact Les and Penny Ryan: 406062 
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Thursday 16th February 2023 
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CHALLENGE & CHANGE 
Reverend Hywel 

 Firstly, can I start by wishing 

you all a very happy new year, and 

perhaps more importantly, a 

peaceful and healthy one. I know 

we are at the start of February, but 

I don’t think it is ever too late to 

wish someone happiness, we all 

need happiness in our lives, more 

so now than ever. 

 Secondly, can I thank you all 

so much for all the cards, flowers, 

and messages of sympathy, and for 

the support and kindness you’ve 

shown us during this last month 

following the death of my mother. 

Both Sian and I really are so 

grateful. 

 So, looking ahead, 2023 

promises to be exciting and 

challenging, with several changes 

happening. One exciting new 

change will be the inauguration of 

our Mumbles Ministry Area, well 

not just ours but all the Ministry 

Areas in the Diocese of Swansea 

and Brecon. The Ministry Areas 

will be brought into being this year 

from Ascension through to 

Pentecost.  

 It is the intention that each 

Ministry Area will have an 

inauguration service, and it is 

Bishop John’s intention to attend 

each of the 13 Ministry Area 

services. Each Ministry Area will 

be asked to create a service of 

music and liturgy particular to 

itself, the only part being common 

to all will be the legal words 

needed to bring the Ministry Area 

into fruition.  

 You may be wondering what 

Ministry Areas are, and what their 

purpose is. So, to help explain 

Ministry Areas we have invited 

Archdeacon Peter Brooks who has 

responsibility for Ministry Areas, 

to attend our united joint parish 

service on the 12th of February at 

Clyne Chapel. Please note this date, 

the 12th of February. Archdeacon 

Peter will be there to preach, and to 

speak about moving forward with 

Ministry Areas.  

 This is an important issue, 

about how the future of ministry 

will look and work. So please, if   

‘Archdeacon Peter will speak 
about Ministry Areas at our 
next Parish Eucharist - Clyne 
on 12th February.’  
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you can attend, please do come to 

hear what he has to say. He will be 

staying for a cuppa following the 

service, so you can chat and ask 

him any questions you may have. 

 With Ministry Areas in mind, 

we have a Ministry Area service at 

All Saints on the 19th of February at 

10.00am, there will be no other 

service in the Ministry Area that 

day. We are all invited to attend 

All Saints where Bishop John will 

be preaching. This is a wonderful 

opportunity for us all to unite and 

come together to worship as one 

Ministry Area, and for those who 

have not heard Bishop John 

preach. No doubt he will be 

available following the service for 

a chat, please do go and say hello 

to him, he does not bite, I can 

assure you. 

 Another exciting project in 

the very early stages, is the 

refurbishment of Holy Cross, and 

to create a community hub, a 

multifunctional building, with 

modern facilities, fit for purpose 

for years to come, for worship and 

for use for us, and the wider 

community. Creating activities and 

spaces which are lacking and 

needed by the community in 

which Holy Cross church sits.  

To find out what the people who 

live in the surrounding community 

need, and to help where we can. 

The PCC has already had a very 

successful meeting with consultant 

Chris Atherton and architect Carl 

Morgan. The next step in this 

process is for you the parishioners 

and congregations of the parish to 

have your say.  

 With that in mind Chris has 

been invited to attend our united 

joint parish service on the 5th of 

March at Holy Cross, to speak to 

you, and for you to put your views 

and thoughts forward to him. 

Chris will be staying for a cuppa 

following the service and I know 

he will be interested in you getting 

involved with this project. Again, 

this is an important project for 

Holy Cross, the community, and 

Ministry Area. So please, if you can 

attend, please do come to hear  

‘Bishop John will address the 
congregation during the only 
service in the Ministry Area on 
19th February at 10.00am in 
All Saints Church.’ 

‘Chris Atherton will address 
the congregation during the 
Parish Eucharist on 5th March 
at Holy Cross.’ 
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what Chris has to say, and for you 

to have your say, and put forward 

your ideas. 

 So, exciting, and challenging 

times ahead, with changes in store, 

and I know change can be 

frightening and many don’t like 

change, but change is all around 

us. Each new day brings change, 

with each season we have change, 

and the weather changes 

constantly. My life has had a big 

change, in the loss of my mother. 

But the one thing that does not 

change which is constant in our 

lives, is the love God has for us, he 

will never put on us more than we 

can bear. So, when we face change, 

we do not face it alone, God is 

there with us, to help, support and 

guide us, and if needs be, to carry 

us. We should look forward with 

great enthusiasm, knowing that 

God is with us, and if God is with 

us, who can be against us. 

 

 God bless, with much love, 

your friend in Christ, Hywel. 

Change is the law of life 

and those who look only to the past or present  

are sure to miss the future” 
 

John F Kennedy 

 

 

“You can’t go back and change the beginning  

but you can start where you are and change the ending” 
 

C S Lewis 

PLEASE NOTE 

Reverend Hywel’s day off is Monday. 

He would be grateful to be spared all but emergency calls that day. 
 

Thank you. 
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 Our dear friend, Doreen 

Morris celebrated her 96th 

birthday on 15th January. Fourteen 

members of her family gathered to 

mark the occasion and a good time 

was had by all! Congratulations, 

Doreen!  

 No photos were taken, but 

the one above was taken on 

Doreen’s 95th birthday last year! 

 

 Canon Michael Short was 

curate in charge at Clyne from 1964

-1969 and was responsible for 

inserting the aumbry for the 

Reserved Sacrament in the west 

wall of Clyne Chapel in 1965. 

Remembered as an extremely 

energetic young priest who ran a 

flourishing youth club in the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vivian Hall he was an inspired 

choice for the parish of Aberfan 

soon after the disaster. Before 

retirement he was Vicar of 

Caerphilly for many years. He 

continues to be on our prayer list 

as he is now in hospital. 

 

 Our deepest sympathy is 

extended to Hywel, our Vicar, (and 

his family), on the death of his 

mother, June, shortly after 

Christmas. Fortunately, he 

recovered from covid in time to 

visit her at Morriston Hospital 

shortly before she passed away. 

June was a faithful communicant at 

St Mary’s Clydach where she will 

be sadly missed and where her 

funeral took place. 

FAMILY NEWS 
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 It was with sadness that the 

parish learned of the death of 

Glenys Williams on 10th 

December 2022. 

 Glenys was born in Canada, 

returning to Slough in 1939 in time 

to start school. Born into a musical 

family she went on to The 

Guildhall School of Music where 

she studied piano, flute, organ and 

singing. Later she gained a 

Diploma in Theology and went on 

to teach in several schools. 

 In 1961  Glenys trained with 

the South American Missionary 

Society and moved to take up a 

teaching post in Paraguay. Here 

she founded a school so that poor 

children from the shanty town of 

Chacarita could receive an 

education.  

 In 1977 Glenys returned to 

the UK taking up a teaching post 

while caring for her aunt, and later 

moved to Ramallah, Palestine 

where she again exercised her 

considerable teaching skills. 

 Returning to the UK, Glenys 

took a number of teaching posts in 

England and Wales before 

becoming the SAMS Area 

Representative for the North 

Thames Region, retiring in 1994. 

 She later became a Reader in 

the parish and many will  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

remember her excellent sermons. 

She was passionate about sharing 

the Gospel and tireless in her 

service of our Lord. 

 Her funeral service was full 

of praise and thanks to God. From 

the singing of Psalm 23 with its 

chorus: ‘And I will trust in you 

alone’ which summed up Glenys’s 

deep faith. The Lord was her 

anchor, her inspiration, her 

comfort and her joy. ‘Thine be the 

Glory’ and ‘In Christ Alone’ 

further emphasised her deep love 

of Christ, her trust in him and her 

commitment to serve him to the 

end.  

 We thank God for Glenys, for 

her friendship, her love and her 

concern for all she met.    

Celebrating Queen Elizabeth’s 
90th birthday in 2016 
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From the Slough Observer, 

August 1951  

The teenage Glenys 
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A statement from The King’s 

School, Chester. 

Many readers will remember Peter. 

When the Evans family arrived in 

Llwynderw Vicarage he was just a 

little lad. Read on to discover what he 

has been up to since Fr Danny and 

Mary relocated the family to the 

borderland of North Wales. 

  

 ‘Congratulations to Peter 

Evans who has accepted a year-

long choral scholarship at Lincoln 

Cathedral.  

 Peter, who plans to study 

music at university after his year in 

Lincoln is very active in the 

musical life of King’s and has also 

sung with Chester Cathedral Choir 

for a number of years.  

 Having always planned to 

have a gap year before university, 

Peter explained why he made the 

decision to apply for a choral 

scholarship.  

 He said: “A choral 

scholarship combines the 

opportunity to continue doing 

something I love, cathedral 

singing, with a degree of freedom 

before university. I will be paid for 

the year, and given 

accommodation, so will be able to 

live independently and enjoy life 

in a new city. 

 “I am also excited that I will 

be singing every day in such an 

amazing building with an 

established and well-regarded 

choir.” 

 He was awarded the 

scholarship following an audition 

and interview at the end of last 

year. During his time in Lincoln, 

he will sing every service at the 

cathedral, help with the younger 

choristers and is also hoping to 

volunteer in other areas of 

cathedral life.’  

 

 

 

 Congratulations, Peter, from all 

in Llwynderw. We are so proud of 

your achievement and send our very 

best wishes to you for the next chapter 

of your life’s journey. 



12 

 

 On Tuesday 17th January the 

PCC had a special meeting with 

Peter Brooks, the recently 

appointed Archdeacon with 

specific responsibility for 

supporting Parishes as they 

commence/continue their journey 

towards the formation of Ministry 

Areas.  

 We have already received a 

considerable amount of 

information in the form of 

Guidelines, Tool Kits, Q & A’s and 

Specimen Time-Frames etc., but 

the purpose of this visit was both 

to facilitate a general discussion 

about the practicalities of the 

change process, and for Peter to 

allay any fears or concerns that 

may still obtain amongst us. 

Particularly, of course, it was an 

opportunity for Peter to personally 

assure us of his ongoing support as 

the change process unfolds. 

 So, what was the significance 

of the Elephant, generously and 

trustingly lent to Peter by his 

Grand-daughter, and for this 

purpose, Peter had named the 

Elephant ‘Anxious’!  We are all 

familiar with the phrase ‘The 

Elephant in the Room’ which is 

usually taken to refer to a specific 

aspect of a situation, discussion or 

project that people are worried 

about, but for whatever reason, do 

not feel able to raise! So, Peter was 

using ‘Anxious’ the Elephant as a 

graphic illustration of the concern, 

apprehension or worry that many 

people have about change!  

 His message was that he 

appreciated this, and in the context 

of his responsibilities, he would do 

all that he could to remove the 

Elephant, because as long as 

‘Anxious’ existed, he (or she, to be 

politically correct!)  would inhibit 

progress and depreciate our 

energy.  

 Peter then ran through the 

Time-Frame for the creation of the 

Mumbles Ministry Area, how the 

legal entity would change from 

‘Parish’ to Ministry Area, the 

respective roles of the Ministry 

Area Council and Ministry Area 

Executive and the practicalities of 

their establishment. Clearly there  

is a lot to grasp and understand,  

THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM 

Bob Wigley 

‘Allaying fears, embracing change.’ 
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and whilst Peter answered a 

number of questions, he was aware 

that, as we progressed through the 

changes, more questions and 

concerns would emerge – 

accordingly he asked us to raise 

issues as they arose so that we did 

not create any more baby 

elephants in our rooms! 

 I am very much aware from 

my working life that change 

always creates apprehension and 

concern amongst those directly 

affected, because in general people 

are happy with the ‘status quo’ 

and can easily become defensive 

and even obstructive when 

changes are introduced.  

 Our role, both individually 

and collectively, as PCC Members, 

is to communicate as much as 

possible with our Church 

Members, answer their concerns as 

far as we are able, and seek 

answers on their behalf when 

necessary.   

 Most importantly, we are 

responsible for communicating/

promoting these changes to our 

structure positively and 

enthusiastically, so that any 

elephant embryos are stifled at 

birth! 

 Peter will be taking the 

‘Preaching Slot’ at our joint Parish 

Service at 10.00am. on Sunday 12th 

February at Clyne Chapel, to talk 

about Ministry Areas, their 

formation and modus operandi, 

and I know that after the service he 

will be very happy to engage with 

our congregation over coffee, and 

answer any individual queries that 

people may have. So, please may 

every effort to be present, and give 

Peter a warm and enthusiastic 

Llwynderw welcome! 

 Then, a week later on 

Sunday 19th February, as 

mentioned in Hywel’s letter, there 

will be a Ministry Area Service at 

10.00am. at All Saints, 

Oystermouth, where Bishop John 

will articulate his Vision for the 

future in general, and Ministry 

Areas in particular, and after the 

service, he will be available to talk 

to worshippers over a cup of 

coffee, and answer any questions. 

 So, over the next few weeks, 

we shall all have a golden 

opportunity to hear personally 

from those who are directly 

responsible for the introduction of 

Ministry Areas – do please diarise 

the dates and make every effort to 

attend both services!  

 

 Best wishes, Bob 

  Parish Treasurer 
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A NEW ARCHDEACON 
https://swanseaandbrecon.churchinwales.org.uk/ 

 The installation and collation 

of the Venerable Peter Brooks as 

Archdeacon for Ministry Areas 

took place at a service at Brecon 

Cathedral on Saturday 17th 

December 2022. 

 Peter, known to many of us, 

was formerly Area Dean of the 

Greater Gower Deanery. In 

addition to his new role as 

Archdeacon, he will continue as  

Ministry Area Leader of the Gower 

Ministry Area and to serve as vicar  

of Three Cliffs Benefice - St Teilo, 

Bishopston, St Illtyd, Ilston, St 

Mary, Pennard, St John the Baptist, 

Penmaen and St Nicholas, 

Nicholaston. 

 We look forward to his 

support and guidance as we move 

forward into Mumbles Ministry 

Area. 

Venerable Peter, Venerable Jonathan, Bishop John, Dean Paul & Diocesan 

Registrar James Davenport 
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IMPORTANT SERVICES 
in the coming weeks 

 
1. Archdeacon Peter will be taking the ‘Preaching Slot’ at our joint 

Parish Service at 10.00am. on Sunday 12th February at Clyne 

Chapel, to talk about Ministry Areas, their formation and modus 

operandi, and I know that after the service he will be very happy to 

engage with our congregation over coffee, and answer any 

individual queries that people may have. So, please may every 

effort to be present, and give Peter a warm and enthusiastic 

Llwynderw welcome! 

 

2. There will be a Ministry Area service at All Saints on the 19th of 

February at 10.00am. There will be no other service in the Ministry 

Area that day. We are all invited to attend to hear Bishop John 

preach. This is a wonderful opportunity for us to come together as 

one Ministry Area and to hear Bishop John preach. No doubt he 

will be available following the service for a chat.  

 

3. Chris Atherton has been invited to attend our Parish Eucharist at 

 10.00am on 5th of March at Holy Cross, to speak to us about the 

 refurbishment project, and to enable us to share our  thoughts with 

 him. Chris will be staying for refreshments following the service. 

 This is an important project for Holy Cross, the community, and 

 Ministry Area.  

 

 

 Do please try to attend these special services which are designed to 

ensure that everyone hears, ‘straight from the horses’ mouths’ about 

what is planned and is given an opportunity to comment or ask 

questions. As Hywel has said, we are in changing and challenging times 

and this is an opportunity to hear about plans and proposals first hand. 
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 What an absolute joy it was 

to restart Messy Church on 

December 5th.  

 We were blessed to have the 

very professional Sian Parkhouse, 

Children, Youth and Families 

Officer for Greater Gower Deanery, 

join us to provide some new and 

interesting crafts and activities, 

and to tell us why Christmas - the 

coming to earth of Jesus - was so 

important in her life. We sang, we 

prayed, we had fun and just 

enjoyed being back together. We 

welcomed most of our former 

stalwarts, even though some have 

progressed to secondary school 

since we last met. We welcomed 

some new families too and did a 

little PR over coffee and cake, 

promoting other family 

friendly events over the 

festive period.  

 

 
 

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE CHILDREN 
Felicity Barrow 
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 The following Sunday we 

gathered outside the Woodman for 

our Christingle service, the Let’s 

Get Crafty Group having prepared 

42 oranges in advance. Said 

oranges were generously donated 

by the ever supportive Emily and 

James at the Woodman, who set up 

the decking for an hour of carols, 

readings and japery as Rev Hywel 

conducted the Twelve Days of 

Christmas: Daniel Barenboim 

shouldn't hang up his baton just 

yet.... Thankfully, Les and Penny 

were on hand to restore musicality 

and a great time was had by all. 

Plates of sausages and chips were 

devoured and Christingles were 

distributed to children present and 

inside the ‘pub as well. 
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Young and not-so-young enjoyed  

the Christingle!! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The ever-generous and  

 hospitable Emily 
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 On January 

6th we held Messy 

Church during the 

morning of the last 

day of the school 

holidays. We had 

quite a number of 

new faces thanks to 

the positive power 

of social media. The 

theme was the 

arrival of the Kings and we 

enjoyed making crowns for our 

service, miniature kings to take 

home, little gift boxes and all 

things regal.  

 The Two Felicity’s presented 

a little service and the children 

particularly enjoyed FP’s virtual 

camel trek through the desert, over 

the rocks, scorching heat and 

numbing cold. We were glad to get 

our " camels" back 

inside the church for a 

hot lunch and plenty of 

squash.  

 We had two 

birthdays to celebrate, 

Izzy was 8 and Ava 7: 

we almost tipped Dave 

Owen over the edge as 

we stood on chairs to 

sing in English and 

Welsh of course (‘elf and 

safety and all that).  

 None of the above would 

have been possible without our 

Team. We have old members and 

new ones and they are all terrific 

sports.  

 The next event is on Monday 

February 6th and if you haven't 

volunteered before and fancy a bit 

of fun please join us: there is tea in 

the pub afterwards for the grown-

ups.  
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CHRISTMAS IN THE ‘STABLE’ 
Felicity Padley 

 The two services we held at 

the Woodman’s “stable” in 

December were very 

successful.  As an addendum to 

Felicity Barrow’s description of the 

Christingle service Felicity Padley 

writes: a lovely group of families 

came and enjoyed the service, after 

which the children enjoyed their 

sausages and chips, as did the 

older gentlemen, who wolfed 

down the extra helpings.   

 On Friday 16th we had a 

lovely Carol Service in the 

afternoon, when, as well as 

members of our own 

congregations, we welcomed 

several people from Mumbles 

Churches Together, and others 

passing by.  Afterwards, 

unsurprisingly, a number of the 

congregation “thirsted after 

righteousness”.   

 Our thanks to Hywel for 

leading both services, including 

his, as ever, energetic rendering of 

the 12 days of Christmas; to the 

Craft Group for making all the 

Christingles; to Les who provided 

the music for both services and to 

Emily and James for providing this 

very special venue, with excellent 

facilities, including the sound 

system, and we thank them for all 

their hospitality throughout the 

year. 
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FAREWELL TO NICHOLASTON HOUSE 
Canon Arthur 

It is with great sadness that the 

closure of Nicholaston House has 

been announced. For the last 24 

years the building has provided a 

meeting place in an excellent 

situation overlooking Oxwich Bay 

with all the amenities needed for 

Retreats and Days of Prayer and 

reflection for groups and 

individuals.  

 Many have benefitted from 

this sacred space including our 

own parishioners who have 

frequently enjoyed its hospitality 

and wonderful atmosphere. 

 Nicholaston House was born 

as a result of a vision in the mid 

1980’s. In June 1998, as a private 

hotel, it came up for auction and 

was purchased by the trustees 

who, with careful stewardship, 

extended the building and 

subsequently supervised several 

improvements.  

 Owned by Swansea City 

Mission it has proved to be a place 

where many people have found 

acceptance, hope and healing in an 

atmosphere of stillness, peace and 

tranquillity. With its immaculately 

kept garden and a Celtic Chapel 

built in 2010, it has brought that 

early vision to a reality for which 

we give thanks to God and all who 

have faithfully and diligently cared 

for and maintained the building. 

 Unfortunately the building 

now requires substantial 

refurbishment work and, in spite 

of several generous donations, 

pledges and offers of interest the 

fundraising target has not been 

met. 

 It is anticipated that the sale 

of the house will provide funds for 

those charities which are working 

with those affected by 

homelessness, addiction and 

mental health issues in and around 

the city centre, continuing a type of 

pastoral ministry that has 

developed over the years. 
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FAMOUS CHRISTIAN CHORAL MUSIC 
Les Ryan 

25. Coronation Mass by Mozart 

Part of Wolfgang Amadeus 

Mozart’s (1756 -91) early life was 

spent as composer and organist for 

the Prince Archbishop of Salzburg, 

Archbishop Colleredo.  Mozart, 

however, was not happy working 

for the Archbishop nor was he 

very enamoured of Salzburg. He 

once wrote: ‘I hate Salzburg. There 

isn’t a penny’s worth of 

stimulation in the town and when 

I play my music it’s as if the 

audience comprised nothing but 

tables and chairs.’  

 However, the outstanding 

quality of his music was 

recognised. In 1779 he was 

commissioned to compose a 

Coronation Mass probably in 

preparation for the coronation of 

Francis II as Holy Roman 

Emperor. It’s one of 17 beautiful 

choral masses that Mozart 

composed. The Coronation Mass 

was written for soprano, alto, 

tenor and bass soloists, a choir, 

orchestra (which unusually for 

those days featured three 

trombones) and organ. The music 

for the soprano at the start of the 

Agnus Dei (O Lamb of God) 

foreshadows the wonderful aria 

‘Dove Sono’ from his opera ‘The 

Marriage of Figaro’ premiered in 

1786 in Vienna. 

 Matters between Mozart and 

the Archbishop came to a head in 

1781, when after a series of rows 

Mozart was unceremoniously 

ejected from the palace. Mozart 

later claimed that the Archbishop’s 

steward, Count Arco, ‘’kicked me 

in the butt’ down the palace stairs.  

 Mozart did not have a very 

happy life, although you’d never 

conclude this from his tuneful and 

engaging music. He was never 

wealthy and often wrote begging 

letters to his friends. 

 Mozart composed over 600 

pieces ranging from operas to 

symphonies, concertos, chamber 

music, church music and piano  

‘….when I play my music 
it’s as if the audience 
comprised nothing but 
tables and chairs.’  
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pieces – an astonishing 

achievement for one who died 

aged 35. He married Constanza 

Weber in 1782 and they had six 

children, but only two survived. 

Towards the end of his life, he was 

convinced he had been poisoned. 

He died in poverty and was buried 

in an unmarked pauper’s grave in 

Vienna. What a sad end for one so 

gifted. 

AMARYLLIS 
Felicity Padley 

I hope all the Amaryllis bulbs, 

which people have kindly housed, 

are thriving.  The two large ones 

which I kept have had a wonderful 

few weeks, and one of them is 

already sprouting a new plant.   

 They both started to grow a 

flower early in December and they 

grew bigger and bigger in 

parallel. I’ve never had two plants 

competing like it before, but the 

first flowers opened within 24 

hours of each other, and the other 

three on each plant did exactly the 

same.  

 They are now slowly dying 

back, although one of them does 

have a new bud.  They both grew 

to a metre high, although one of 

them became so heavy that it 

tipped over and is now supported 

on sticks. 
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 It is a year since I discovered 

that Snowdrops are sometimes 

called Candlemas Bells, and I 

started to write about plants 

associated with biblical stories, 

hymns myths and religious art.  

The Candlemas Bells are again just 

starting to flower in Clyne 

Gardens, and outside Clyne 

Chapel, but I think it is time to 

leave plants for a while, and to 

consider similar patterns in 

animals instead.   

Choosing which animal to 

start with was not easy, until I 

realised that, whilst sorting the 

Christmas cards for re-cycling, I’d 

seen a large number of camels, and 

that when we had Messy Brunch at 

Epiphany, we encouraged the 

children to think about the very 

long (over 400 miles) journey that 

the Wise Men and their camels had 

taken, to reach Bethlehem.   

We imagined climbing onto 

our camels each day, and then 

plodding slowly through the night 

to follow the star and trying to 

decide whether we would have 

walked up and down the high 

mountains, and led the camels, 

instead of having the hairy 

experience of feeling we might fall 

off, if our camels were on very 

steep and narrow paths. 

Camels are mentioned 

nearly 50 times in the Bible. It is 

the Dromedary - Camelus ferus - the 

species with a single hump - that is 

found around Palestine, not the 

two-humped Bactrian species 

which lives in the more 

mountainous regions of Asia.  The 

stories of the Jewish Patriarchs 

Abraham, Joseph and Jacob all 

include descriptions of camels as 

domesticated animals, and I am 

sure that many people will assume 

that there were camels on board 

Noah’s Ark.   

However, archaeological 

investigations of camel skeletons 

from Israel, suggest that at the time 

of Abraham, there were only wild 

animals in that region of the 

Middle East, and that their 

domestication occurred centuries 

later.  This has led people to 

suggest that the biblical stories are 

completely inaccurate, because  

CAMELS 

Felicity Padley 

‘The messy camel journey’ 
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camels must have been added into 

the writings long after the stories 

were first told.  It is possible, of 

course, that this interpretation will 

be invalidated in the future, if new 

sites reveal appropriate skeletons 

from the earlier period. 

Like many other animals, 

camels are considered to be 

symbolic. Since they would only 

have been owned by wealthy men, 

especially those using the 

developing trade routes, they are 

thought to be indicators of power 

and high status. Camels can travel 

long distances without either food 

or water, and this has led to them 

being considered to represent 

power, persistence, strength and 

perseverance. Domesticated 

camels do provide humans with 

milk and meat, and their hair is 

used to make felt.  

For Jews, however, they are 

considered unclean. This is 

specifically emphasised in 

Leviticus, because although they 

are ruminants, and chew the cud, 

like cows, they do not have cloven 

feet.  Mammals must show both 

characteristics if they are to be 

considered Kosher. Camels’ feet 

are one of their interesting 

features, because they are almost 

like dinner plates, spread in a big 

flat circle.  It is this that allows 

them to negotiate desert habitats, 

without sinking into the sand – the 

big surface area of their feet keeps 

them “afloat.”  They also move in a 

way that results in them being 

called “ships of the desert”.  As 

they walk forward, they have both 

left feet on the ground, and then 

both right feet, and so they rock 

from side to side, like a ship on the 

sea. 

In current society, I am sure 

that most people associate camels 

with the Nativity of Christ, 

because the Wise Men are always 

depicted travelling on the backs of  
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Marriage At Rest 

Liam Nicholas Revell and Melanie Harper Felice Amicone 

 Paul Stewart 

Baptism Glenys Williams 

Ivan Terence Kenneth Cargeeg Nelly Burrows 

camels. There is though no 

reference to such camels in the 

New Testament. It is an 

assumption that has grown, from 

artistic representations of the 

Magi’s journey.  

 Did the assumption grow, 

because of the distance the men 

were believed to have travelled, 

that they must have had camels? 

The distance would have been 

quite a struggle on foot. Or 

perhaps, because they were 

described as Kings, and so judged 

to be rich men, it was just 

presumed that they would have 

owned camels. Another 

assumption may have been that 

they could afford to set aside their 

normal lives for an unknown time, 

to go on an expedition to find a 

new-born child of World-changing 

importance? 

 Although the Gospels do not 

mention camels in the Christmas 

story, they are found in different 

New Testament readings.  

 Probably the most famous 

story is the one about the rich 

young man who asks Jesus 

insistently what he must do to 

enter the kingdom of heaven, and 

who is then deeply saddened 

when Jesus suggests that he 

should sell all he owns and give 

the proceeds to the poor.   

 After the young man has left, 

Jesus comments to his disciples on 

the situation, by saying “I tell you 

the truth, it is hard for a rich man 

to enter the kingdom of heaven.  

Again I tell you, it is easier for a 

camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for a rich man to enter 

the kingdom of God.”  The camel 

in question, was not of course 

going through the eye of a sewing 

needle, but through the very 

narrow gateway in the outer walls 

of Jerusalem, called “the eye of the 

needle.”  A heavily laden camel 

would probably have got stuck!   

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
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NEW BISHOP FOR LLANDAFF 
https://llandaff.churchinwales.org.uk/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 One of the first women to 

become a priest in Wales will be 

the next Bishop of Llandaff. 

The Rt Revd Mary Stallard, the 

Assistant Bishop in Bangor, was 

elected Bishop of Llandaff by the 

Electoral College of the Church in 

Wales on the second day of its 

meeting at Llandaff Cathedral. 

The announcement was made at 

the west door of the Cathedral by 

the Archbishop of Wales, Andrew 

John, after Bishop Mary secured 

the necessary two-thirds majority 

vote. 

 Archbishop Andrew said, 

“Bishop Mary has served 

the Diocese of Bangor with 

enormous energy, faithfulness and  

joy. It is a huge privilege for us  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

now to be able to pass her to the 

Diocese of Llandaff where we 

know she will bring all of the gifts 

that she has shown us. We are so 

delighted for her.” 

 Bishop Mary said, “It is a real 

privilege to receive this new call 

which I will do my very best to live 

up to faithfully.” 

 Bishop Mary’s election will 

be formally confirmed at a Sacred 

Synod service in April. She will be 

enthroned as the 73rd Bishop of 

Llandaff at Llandaff Cathedral 

shortly afterwards. 

 Llandaff Diocese serves 

nearly half the population of Wales 

as it includes most of Cardiff, the 

South Wales valleys and the Vale 

of Glamorgan. 
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THANK YOU LETTERS 

Readers will have learned from the last edition of Llwynderw, that, as a parish, 

the PCC was able to make several charitable donations. Sadly one appears to 

have been lost in the post, but here are the letters from Zac’s Place, St Thomas 

Church and Faith in Families received recently by parish treasurer Bob: 
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You will remember that the Quiz Evening raised an amazing £561.35 which was 

sent by Esther Searle to Faith in Families. A further £500 was sent by Bob as 

part of the parish annual charitable giving. Both received letters which were 

almost identical. 
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MISSION TO SEAFARERS 

The amazing and generous response to the Smartie Challenge: 

 

 

Dear Mission to Seafarers, 

 During the Autumn of last year, the Parish of Llwynderw in West 

Swansea, held a Smartie Challenge in aid of the Mission to Seafarers, 

because we were aware that we had not given any money to the Mission 

for several years. We would like the money to be used in the South 

Wales area and are pleased to be able to send you a cheque for £1,176.00. 

 At about the time that we finished our collection, we received the 

sad news that Ruth Miners had died.  Ruth was in school with, and an 

early girlfriend, of my younger son, Jonathan.  She was the daughter of 

Lynda Miners, who for many years volunteered regularly at the 

Swansea Flying Angel, and Ruth and Jonathan often joined her there 

during the evenings.  Lynda also had a long-standing link to our Parish, 

because she helped us by bringing the St John Ambulance minibus to 

Holy Cross Church, whenever we held a service and tea for parishioners 

who were otherwise housebound. Lynda used the minibus to transport 

wheel-chair users and their friends to and from the church. 

We would like, therefore, to offer our gift in memory of Ruth, and in 

thanks to Lynda for all her generosity to many, many people both in our 

church, in her own Parish of St Thomas, and through her work for St 

John Ambulance and at the Flying Angel. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Felicity M. Padley 

Llwynderw PCC Secretary 

 

 

As yet there is no response from the Mission to Seafarers, but when it comes it 

will be published in ‘Llwynderw’ 
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FILM CLUB 

2 February 2023 Casablanca  

Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman 

16 February 2023 Down Periscope 

Kelsey Grammar and Lauren Holly 

2 March 2023 Jungle Cruise 

Dwayne Johnson and Emily Blunt 

16 March 2023 Two Weeks Notice 

Hugh Grant and Sandra Bullock 

BOOKS FOR LENT 

There is a large choice of Lent books available this year. They may be 

purchased online at Amazon or Eden Books. Here are some 

recommendations: 

 

Embracing Justice – The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent book for 2023. 

 

A Saint a Day by Elizabeth Caldwell. 

 

Hope and the Nearness of God by Sister Teresa White (The author reminds 

us that in these days of pandemic, war and political turbulence hope 

seems to be in short supply. Pessimism and despair seem to be all too 

prevalent. In this excellent book we are presented with antidotes to all 

this, written with beautiful simplicity and directness,) 

 

The Little Book of Lent by Canon Arthur continues to be available. Copies 

can be purchased from the author.  

His new book – An Easter Anthology: Readings for each day from Palm 

Sunday to Pentecost will be published on 2nd February.  

Details in next month’s magazine. 
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A LIGHTHOUSE RICH PARISH! 

Felicity Padley 

Felicity wrote to Lighthouse, a 

company that makes waterproof 

clothing.  Her letter, reproduced 

below, is self-explanatory: 

 

 Last year, some members of 

our churches in the Parish of 

Llwynderw, in West Swansea, 

realised that several of us had 

Lighthouse raincoats, and these 

people all frequently and 

persuasively sang the coats' 

praises. At the time, I didn't have a 

high-quality raincoat, but both my 

husband and I have now joined the 

Lighthouse gang. We also decided 

we should have a Parish 

Lighthouse photograph, and 

although several people were 

unable to join us on the day, and a 

couple of people still had their 

coats on order, we did organise the 

photo shot in early December. 

 You will see though, that 

people are also holding a bottle of 

lager; that the Vicar has a 5-litre 

keg, and his wife has a photograph 

of a Lighthouse. This is because 

after discovering all your 

raincoats, we also realised that a 

local firm - Gower Brewery - make 

a Lighthouse Lager. The image of 

the lighthouse they use is the one 

shown in the Photograph. It is a 

dis-used cast-iron structure - the 

Whitford Lighthouse - situated of 

the North-West coast of the Gower 

peninsular. Although our Parish is 

on Swansea Bay, we do not have 

our own lighthouse, but Mumbles 

Lighthouse can be seen from much 

of the Parish, and Mayals Primary 

School, which is adjacent to one of 

our churches, uses a lighthouse as 

its logo. 

 So, we are lighthouse 

rich. Thank you for providing such 

high-quality raincoats. I can assure 

you that our gang is not an 

isolated group, and I frequently 

meet other people wearing the 

coats, especially in the current 

extremely wet and windy 

conditions. We will continue to 

value ours, and to sing their 

praises. 

 

 Lighthouse came back with this 

response: 
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The Lighthouse Gang! 
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• All aspects of Home and Grounds Maintenance 

• Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 

• Painting and Decorating Service 

• All projects Fully Managed 

• Free Estimates and all Work Fully Insured 

 

 Mike Timbrell 07813 055357   

 down2earthltd@icloud.com 

DOWN 2 EARTH 

PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LTD 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

Contact Andrew, Dafydd, 

Rachel or Lauren 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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West Cross 
Dental Practice 

 

 
 
 

54c Mulberry Avenue 
West Cross 
Swansea 
SA3 5HA 
Telephone:  404405  

Andrew Llewellyn BDC 
NHS, Private & Denplan 

MUSIC TUITION 
 

Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute 
& Theory of Music 

 
 

Nick Kiley 
BA (Hons) PGDip (RNCM) PGCE 
 
 
 

Telephone:  
07929 009772 

 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

To enquire about advertising costs please contact the Editor 

Details on page 4 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

H 
 

HERITAGE 
 

CARPET & FLOORING LTD 
 

Specialists in carpet, wood, 
laminate & vinyl 

 

 
422 Gower Road, Killay,  

Swansea, SA2 7AJ 
 

Tel/Fax: 01792 202 021 
 

www.heritagecarpetandflooring.com 
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Rebekah Robertson 
 

54 Newton Road 
Mumbles, SA3 4BQ 
 
Tel: 01792 732177 
  

GLYNDERI COTTAGE                                                                                                           
 

01874 636878 
                                                                  

SENNYBRIDGE                                                             

BRECON                                                              

POWYS  

LD3 8TS 

             

Walk - Explore - Relax  
 

www.glyndericottage.co.uk 

HEADS TOGETHER 
 

Unisex Hair & Fashion Care 
Perming/Tinting/Colouring 

And Creative Designs 
 

NEW! 
O.P.I Gel Nails 

 
134 West Cross Lane, 
West Cross, Swansea 
(01792) 401471 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

DON PIPER 
 

Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 
 

Established 1962 
 

 

Customer Care  
our speciality 

 

14 Queen’s Road 
Mumbles 
Tel: 366576 

 

Open Tuesday 9-4 Wednesday & Saturday 10-4 

Thursday 10-5 Friday 9-5 

http://www.glyndericottage.co.uk
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Clyne Chapel 
Blackpill 

Christ in Majesty  
at Holy Cross Church 
Fairwood Road 

Printed by BDP Wales, 14 Brynymor Road, Swansea  

 


