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THE PARISH OF LLWYNDERW 
Holy Cross Church & Clyne Chapel, Swansea,  

in the Mumbles Ministry Area 

CLERGY 
The Reverend Hywel D Griffiths 

(Vicar) 
The Vicarage, 17 Eastland Close, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5NU 
Tel: 01792 403957              Email: rev.hywel1961@outlook.com 

The Venerable Jonathan B Davies B.Th 
(Archdeacon of Gower) 

The Parsonage, Fairwood Road, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5JP 
Tel: 01792 512747 Email: archdeacon.gower@churchinwales.org.uk 

The Reverend Biddy M S Wigley 
(Assistant Curate) 

5, Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 
Tel: 01792 405404                Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH 

Sunday 9.30am 

11.00am 

 Holy Eucharist 

Holy Eucharist 
 

Holy Cross 

Clyne Chapel 

Wednesday 10.30am  Holy Eucharist Clyne Chapel 

 

Thursday 10.00am  Holy Eucharist Holy Cross 

 

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,  
of the names of those who are sick. 

The Chapel of St Faith is open daily for Foodbank drop-offs only. 

Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with  
 The Reverend Hywel Griffiths 

 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion  
of the sick or infirm at any time.  

 

The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing. 

WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS 

Tuesdays 6.00-7.00pm Yoga with Caitlin 

Wednesdays 9.45am Spinning Tots with Miss Lizzie 
A fun introduction to dance, movement & ballet 
for children aged 18 months to 4 years. 

Fridays  9.30-12 noon  Community Art Class  
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READER 

Dr Felicity Padley 32 Fernhill Close,  Blackpill                                                                                                
Email: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 

LAY WORSHIP TEAM 
Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Esther Searle 

PAROCHIAL OFFICERS 

Parish Wardens 
Vicar’s Warden 

 
 

People’s Warden 

 
Mrs Lesley Morris  
65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty, SA2 8EW 
 

Miss Kate Richard 
6 Ffynone Close, Uplands, SA1 6DA 

 
Tel: 514769 

 
 

Tel: 642297 
  

PCC Secretary 
  
 

PCC Treasurer 

Dr Felicity Padley 
32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill, SA3 5BX 
 

Mr Bob Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, SA3 5HW 
Email: bobandbiddywigley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 
 

Tel: 405404 

Parish Organist Mr Leslie Ryan, BA (hons mus), LCCMD, 
AWCCM, CertEd (Wales) 
43 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, SA3 5DB 

Tel: 406062 

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL 
 

can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions 
 

Contact:  The Reverend Hywel Griffiths  
Telephone: 403957 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Mondays at 3.15pm 
Eden Bus, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Sundays at 4.00pm 

Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday 
Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080 

Film Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512 

Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders:  
Hazel Somers: 401705 & Elaine Griffiths: 208269 

Get Crafty Group. Every Friday 
Sian Griffiths: 403957 

Llwynderw Chorale meets occasionally to prepare for important services. 
Contact Les and Penny Ryan: 406062 
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IN THIS ISSUE . . . . . . . 

Contributions for the FEBRUARY ‘23 issue  
to be received no later than 
Thursday 19th January 2023 

 

for publication on Sunday 29th January 2023 
   

Rev’d Biddy Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 

 

Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

5. Light, Hope & Peace 
7. The Light & the Life 
8. Family News 
11. The Peace of the Lord be always with you 
12. An Advent Hymn/Message of Hope 
13. Llwynderw Eco Group 
14. Christians Against Poverty 
15. CAP The Practicalities 
17. Cytûn 
18. Fish & Chip Supper 
20. Charity Begins at Home - or Does it? 
22. The Grape 
24. The Hug of God 
25. Famous Christian Choral Music 
26. Mothers’ Union Campaign 
28. Where Has Old New Year’s Day Gone? 
29. The Peace of His Presence 
30. Christ the King & Stir-Up Sunday 
34. What’s On? 
37. Poppies & Anemones 
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LIGHT, HOPE & PEACE 
Reverend Hywel 

 Sian and I were watching the 

news last night, but there was not 

much joy in what was being said. 

Rising food and energy prices, 

global warming, wars, and in 

particular the war in Ukraine, 

terrorism, the refugee crisis, and 

the rise in taxes, the list went on. It 

got me thinking, with Advent upon 

us and Christmas just around the 

corner, as we prepare to welcome 

and celebrate the birth of our Lord 

and Saviour Jesus Christ, not a lot 

has changed in the world from 

when Jesus was born. 

 Many of the pains, sorrows 

and sufferings in our modern 

world today are reflected in the 

Christmas story. We want 

Christmas to be a joyful time, of 

family celebration, to enjoy the 

season, carol singing and services, 

that sometimes we push the darker 

side of the story away and to the 

back of our minds, and so miss its 

resonances with the sufferings of 

the world today. 

 It starts with a young 

unmarried girl being found to be 

pregnant in a society which 

ostracized such people. It tells of an 

expectant mother forced to make a 

long and hazardous journey to 

complete a census, and tax-returns, 

of a homeless couple seeking 

shelter, of a mother giving birth in 

a stable with only a feeding trough 

in which to lay her new-born child, 

and of a jealous psychotic ruler, 

who sent his troops through 

peaceful villages, slaughtering little 

children, and all who sought to 

protect them. It tells of a refugee 

family seeking asylum in a foreign 

land. Does any of this sound 

familiar to us in today’s world? Is 

this not what we hear when we 

listen to and read the news today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 Today people all over the 

world have so many problems to 

deal with, each one with their very 

own difficult story. In the 

Christmas story the young mother 

is called Mary, and her baby was 

called Jesus. They travelled the 

long road from Nazareth to 

Bethlehem to register for the  

‘….we need to recover the 
real message of peace and 
salvation….’ 
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imperial census, and the only place 

available for Jesus’s birth was a 

stable. And they fled to Egypt to 

escape Herod’s sword. 

 We celebrate this story 

because it speaks of God’s 

involvement in all these human 

tragedies, and of God’s answer to 

them. For most of us, Christmas is 

a time of joy and fun, with presents 

from Santa and huge amounts of 

food and drink, spending time 

with family and friends, but sadly  

 

 

 

 

for many throughout the world 

this is not the case. What we need 

is to recover the real message of 

peace and salvation to recognise 

how Christmas can bring light, 

hope and peace to people who still 

suffer terrible injustices and 

difficulties today, those who have 

little or nothing to their name. 

There is solace for us in knowing 

that God himself is with us in our 

sufferings and Christ still bears our 

pains in heaven. 

 God identifies himself with 

today’s human problems and 

sufferings, God is concerned for 

people and God’s concern for 

people should become our concern 

as well. An important part of the 

Christmas message is “God with 

us.” And so, when we listen to and 

read the news today, see all the 

suffering in the world, God is 

challenging us to do what we can 

to alleviate this suffering, and to 

help out where we can, in 

whatever way we can. Christmas 

stirs our consciences and 

challenges our charity. We spend a 

great deal of money on people who 

already have plenty, can we not do 

something for those who have little 

or nothing? There are many 

charities and aid agencies who 

have various schemes whereby we 

can give to help others in need.  

 

 Would that not be an 

appropriate response to the darker 

side of the Christmas story, as we 

celebrate the bright and joyful 

side? 

 

 

 

 

 So, as we look forward to 

Christmas and the New Year let us 

do it with real hope and with 

Christ in our hearts and give 

thanks to God for each other, our 

families and friends, for all that is 

good in our lives, and we pray,  

‘….God himself is with us 
in our sufferings….’ 

‘….God is challenging us….’  
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that there will be peace on earth, 

good will to mankind not just at 

Christmas time but always, and let 

us always remember and help out 

those who are less fortunate than 

ourselves. 

 Both Sian and I would like to 

wish you and your families a 

happy and blessed Christmas and 

a peaceful and healthy New Year. 

 And just to finish this true 

little tale. “A woman queued up 

for her Christmas stamps. ‘What 

denominations would you like?’ 

asked the assistant. ‘Goodness, has 

it come to this? Give me 5 

Methodist, 30 Church in Wales and 

15 Baptist, please.” 

 

 God bless, with much love, your 

friend in Christ, Hywel. 

THE LIGHT AND THE LIFE 

Brian D McClaren 

  
 To be alive in the adventure of Jesus is to kneel at the manger 
and gaze upon the little baby who is radiant with so much promise for 
our world today. 
 So light a candle for the Christ child, for the infant Jesus,  
the Word made flesh. Let our hearts glow with that light  
that was in him, so that we become candles through  
which his light shines still. For Christmas is a  
process as well as an event. Your heart  
and mine can become the little town, the  
stable, the manger….even now. Let a new day,  
a new creation, a new you, a new me, begin. Let there be light. 
 
Brian D McClaren 
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Kathleen Boyce writes:  

 It is with great sadness that 

we heard of the death in her 94th 

year of Brenda Love a former 

Vicar's Warden in Holy Cross, a 

stalwart of the Mothers' Union and 

a committed member of our parish. 

Brenda contributed her memories 

of the end of World War 2 and of 

the coronation of Queen Elizabeth 

to recent editions of our parish 

magazine. 

 Brenda, a native of Preston, 

came to Wales with her husband 

Ewan settling first in Pennard and 

then moving in the mid-fifties to a 

newly built house in Mayals which 

was to remain her home until the 

last few weeks of her life. She and 

Ewan had two children, Helen and 

Anthony and Brenda later worked 

as a medical secretary in Singleton 

Hospital. Indeed, until the end of 

her life she was an active member 

of an NHS Fellowship. Another 

interest was her membership of the 

Cooperative Society whose 

outings, including those to 

Cooperative owned farms, she 

enjoyed. 

 Brenda was an elegant 

woman, well organised and 

intensely interested in the world 

around her. Her general 

knowledge was impressive as was 

her ability to solve puzzles of a 

numerical or literary character. She 

enjoyed travel and in her later 

years it gave her great pleasure to 

visit her son, daughter-in-law, 

Penny and grandson, James in 

Spain. She loved sunshine and the 

Spanish way of life. 

 Brenda lived alone for over 

twenty years following the death 

of her husband. She regularly 

travelled to Cardiff to help her late 

daughter Helen, a gifted teacher of 

speech and drama, and her 

family.  Helen's children, Molly 

and Fred were a source of great joy 

to Brenda, and both have 

supported her magnificently 

especially in her last challenging 

weeks. 

 The restrictions of the 

pandemic were difficult for Brenda 

who enjoyed social life and 

company. Indeed, she was long 

part of a group of church friends 

who often took holidays and 

celebrated birthdays together. She 

was an excellent driver and only 

recently and reluctantly gave up  

FAMILY NEWS 
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her car. Despite increasing frailty 

Brenda continued to live 

independently with minimal 

support but ultimately she was 

admitted to hospital where she was 

splendidly supported by the 

parish, particularly by Felicity 

Barrow, Dorothy, Pam and Alison. 

She was not alone in her last days, 

and it was fitting that she was 

anointed by the Reverend Hywel.  

 The parish of Llwynderw, 

particularly Holy Cross church, 

constituted a major focal point of 

Brenda's life. She was a repository 

of parish memory. Even when 

largely housebound Brenda 

eagerly awaited the parish 

magazine and the weekly sheet of 

readings and news. She was a 

person of personal dignity and of 

firm and steady faith which 

sustained her through many trials 

and tribulations. Despite often 

severe personal hardships and 

tragedy she retained her capacity 

for joy and her Christian 

conviction. It was Brenda who, 

almost half century ago, became 

my friend and invited me to join 

her at Holy Cross. 

 Brenda has fought the good 

fight, she has finished the race, she 

has kept the faith. May she rest in 

peace. We send our loving 

sympathy to all the family. 

 

Lesley Morris writes: 

 Marjorie Griffiths celebrated 

her 99th birthday on 28 November. 

What an incredible milestone!!  

Congratulations Marj, from all 

your friends in the parish.   
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Reverend Hywel’s day off is Monday. 

He would be grateful to be spared all but emergency calls that day. 
 

Thank you. 

PLEASE NOTE 

Canon Arthur writes: 

Farewell 

 Soon after Christmas Canon 

Keith Evans, who has been Vicar 

of Oystermouth for over 20 years, 

retires. Naturally, since 

Llwynderw was once part of the 

parish of Oystermouth, we have 

always had close contact with the 

vicar and his parishioners with 

whom we now join in thanking 

Keith for his long ministry among 

us wishing him and Mary every 

blessing for the future. He is a very  

gifted priest who will be greatly 

missed in our Ministry Area.  In 

retirement he will live in 

Penclawdd – not too far away for 

us to see him from time to time! 

 

 Canon Arthur’s latest book – 

An Easter Anthology: Scripture 

Readings, Reflections and Prayers  for 

each day from Palm Sunday to 

Pentecost will be published early 

in February. 

 

Les Ryan writes:  

 BBC TV Christmas and New 

Year Songs of Praise 

 

 Recently Sali-Wyn Ryan was 

a member of the orchestra playing 

at Llandaff Cathedral for 

recordings of Songs of Praise ready 

for Christmas Day and New Year’s 

Day. Those taking part include 

Katherine Jenkins, Aled Jones, the 

Morriston Orpheus Choir, Llandaff 

Cathedral Choir and Russell 

Watson. 
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 In the ritual and ceremony of 

the Eucharist there are many signs 

and symbols which are so 

meaningful and relevant. God’s 

Word is proclaimed from the 

PULPIT and the actions of Jesus 

take place at the ALTAR where the 

bread and wine are consecrated, 

and we lift up our hands to receive 

them at the ALTAR RAIL. Some 

repeat the age-old custom of 

making the SIGN of the Cross 

before receiving communion.  

 And, in the middle there is a 

little but important ceremony in 

which we are invited to share. It’s 

the SHARING OF THE PEACE – 

the Peace of the Lord. Another 

ancient ceremony where we share 

with each other the peace and 

unity we enjoy as members of 

God’s Church. As we extend our 

arms and touch our fellow 

worshippers and shake their hands 

it is as if we are saying: ‘Peace be 

with you. I want the very best for 

you. I want to share God’s love 

and his peace with you as together 

we draw near to Him and to each 

other in holy communion.’ A 

gentle wave is a poor substitute for 

clasping the hand (or giving s big 

hug!) to our brothers and sisters in 

Christ! 

 So, sharing the Peace is an 

important part of our liturgy 

which I must confess I have missed 

during the pandemic. I am grateful 

that it has now been restored and 

we can move out of our seats and 

go out of our way and really enjoy 

what it means to belong to one 

another – something which so 

many are craving for in today’s 

world - a world which needs that 

peace and unity so much.  
 

 Peace be with you, 

 peace be within you, 

 peace to fill you 

 peace to calm you, 

 peace to free you, 

 peace surround you, 

 peace to share 

 with friend and stranger. 

 The Peace of God – 

 be with you always. 

 

 David Adam 
 

THE PEACE OF THE LORD  

BE ALWAYS WITH YOU 

Canon Arthur 
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Light bearing Christ come down to us 

And light in darkness sow; 

Come down and save our fallen world 

Whose sinful ways you know. 

 

Prepare us for your light and truth, 

Who watch and wait for you, 

Restore our once lost dignity, 

Come down and make us new. 

 

Almighty Father, speak the word 

Your children long to hear, 

And with your Spirit dwell with us; 

Lord God of love draw near. 

 

Tymawr Convent 

Advent Hymn at Morning Prayer 

AN ADVENT HYMN 

Tymawr Convent 

Out of the silence - music 
Out of the darkness - light 

Out of uncertainty - promise 
Hope was born that night 
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 Our parish Eco group is 

helping carry on the work begun 

by the Reverend Biddy in securing 

Eco Church bronze status. We 

hope to reach silver standard and, 

more significantly, we want to 

commit to an eco-friendly and 

sustainable way of living. None of 

us is perfect but we can all 

contribute. Our motto is ‘Small 

Steps = Big Difference.’ We can  

all learn how to make 

environmentally sound choices in 

our daily lives as we care for and 

respect God's creation. 

 Our initial activity will be 

setting up a collection point in the 

parish hall for those small 

recyclable items (e.g. blister packs, 

certain wrappers, pens etc) which 

are not part of the kerbside 

collection. The collected items will 

be taken to the Environment 

Centre in Pier Street in SA1. If 

anyone has any shoebox size 

containers which may be useful 

for this purpose please call 

Kathleen on 07795 374314. 

 Our working group 

members include: 

The Reverend Biddy Wigley 

Maryon Halliwell 

Francesca de Neve 

Felicity Padley 

Kathleen Boyce 

Anne Barrow 

 We are particularly pleased 

to have secured the support of Dr 

Chris Barrow whose academic 

research, journal editing, 

international consultancy work 

and publications have focused on 

environmental management. 

 Watch this space for updates. 

Thank you,  

  Kathleen 

LLWYNDERW ECO GROUP 

Kathleen Boyce 

‘….Small Steps = Big Difference….’ 

STOP PRESS! 
Just as we go to print, Lesley tells me 
that Clyne Valley Community Project is 
running its first ever online conference 
on Thursday 12 January, 7.30-9.00pm. 
The theme is ‘Resilience: challenges & 
solutions for today’s wildlife 
gardeners.’ The speakers will be Dave 
Goulson, author & insect 
conservationist, Rob Jaques, BTO 
Garden Birdwatch & Mark Scholfield, 
Plantlife. To book a place or find out 
more visit: http:///www.wlgf.org/
next_conference.html  
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 Christians against Poverty 

(CAP) was formed over 25 years 

ago by John Kirkby, who wanted 

to offer help to those caught in 

debt. Understanding the confusion 

and fear resulting from letters 

threatening legal action, late night 

phone calls, and stigma of bailiffs 

calling, he offered advice and 

Christian support.  

 Today CAP is a respected 

national Charity, looked to for 

reliable information and policy 

advice by government, and often 

quoted in the national media. 

 Swansea CAP began, as I 

retired, in 2015. Three churches 

took the bold decision to each 

contribute £1200pa, and find other 

support. Cath Cole volunteered as 

a manager and debt advisor, 

supported by a small committee. 

 Sadly there has been no 

shortage of people wanting advice, 

even before the inflation and fuel 

cost crises we now face. We have 

moved on, with other churches 

adding their support, Cath now 

employed part time, and a second 

volunteer debt advisor.  

 Our increased budget is a 

challenge, and we are grateful to 

some grant givers (including the 

Austin Bailey Foundation) for their 

help, but we need more churches 

to be involved in prayer and 

participation. 

 CAP is a Christian service, 

available without discrimination to 

all. There will be contact with a 

person from a local church, which 

for some has led to finding a way 

out of isolation into fellowship, 

and into a life-giving faith. Others 

will simply know somebody cares 

enough to reach out. Support from 

those who pray, those who become 

Befrienders, those who can do 

paperwork or give money is all 

welcome. 

 Of course, as times are hard  

it is tempting to quote “the poor 

you have always with you.” (Yes, 

Jesus did say it, rebuking Judas for 

dismissing a costly act of love 

when a woman anointed him. John 

12:8).  

CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY 
Canon Andrew Knight 

‘….our society encourages 
people into debt….’ 
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 There will always be 

inequality, some more able, some 

more frugal. But our society 

encourages people into debt, and 

profits from it. Debt is expected of 

students, and the advertising of  

 

 

 

 

credit cards and “pay nothing 

until . . “ is insistent. At the same 

time online betting is readily 

available – and we all profit from 

the Betting Tax!  

 We know that Mental Health 

care has moved from asylums to 

the community – where support is 

stretched, and sometimes fails the 

vulnerable. This is the world we 

have made, and from which we 

benefit. It is certainly our 

responsibility to offer Christian 

care to the casualties! 

 

Andrew Knight, (the retired Rev 

Canon,now BWG Swansea CAP 

Deputy Treasurer). 

‘….it’s our responsibility to 
offer Christian care to the 
casualties….’ 

CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY -  
THE PRACTICALITIES 

Bob Wigley 

 Andrew’s article gives a very 

clear explanation of the 

background to the formation of 

CAP, but it occurred to me that a 

brief explanation of how it works 

from the perspective of the person 

struggling with debt (the Client) 

might be helpful. 

 When the Debt Adviser (DA) 

meets with the Client, the DA 

needs to establish an accurate 

picture of the Client’s situation, so 

that a comprehensive profile can 

be drawn, and submitted to CAP 

Head Office. This will include ALL 

debts, existing repayment 

arrangements if any, other 

commitments such as rent and 

rates, food etc. Also, a schedule of 

all regular income such as salary, 

wages, pensions etc., and any 

other occasional income. A note of 

any assets that the Client has will 

complete the profile. 

 All that information will 

enable the CAP specialists to 

assess whether Bankruptcy is the 

only realistic option, or whether a 

phased repayment programme 

could be negotiated.  Bankruptcy 

is a last resort, which I don’t need 

to discuss here.  
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 A phased repayment 

programme is the preferred 

option. CAP will assess how much 

the Client can realistically afford 

each week/month towards 

repayments, taking into account all 

reasonable living costs. CAP 

Specialists know that if a Client is 

to meet an agreed repayment 

programme, he/she must be able to 

live reasonably.  

 CAP will then negotiate with 

each of the Client’s creditors to 

agree a reduction in the total debt 

in return for a regular monthly 

repayment, and because CAP is 

highly respected, most creditors 

will agree.  

 Once all the negotiations are 

complete, CAP will have agreed 

total repayments that are within 

the Client’s capacity, the Client 

agrees to pay the total sum each 

week/month to CAP who 

distribute repayments to creditors, 

and progress is monitored. 

 CAP recognise that this can 

sometimes be a daunting and 

lonely path, and Clients may not 

always wish to share their affairs 

with family or friends. So, the DA 

will arrange for a ‘Befriender’ to 

visit on a regular basis to give 

support – it is up to the Client as to 

whether or not he/she shares any 

details of the specific arrangements 

– all the Befriender will know is 

that the Client is working with 

CAP. 

 These arrangements require 

self-discipline and perseverance 

but they have been designed to 

preserve the Client’s self respect, 

and CAP have a very good success 

rate.  

 Should anyone reading this 

feel that they may have the skills 

to undertake the role of Debt 

Advisor, and full Training will be 

available, please have a word with 

me or Biddy  and we will put you 

in touch with the appropriate 

person within CAP. Prospective 

Befrienders are also needed – quite 

simply those who are prepared to 

visit Clients as a friendly face and 

a supportive ear – please also have 

a word with Biddy or me. 

 

 Bob, Parish Treasurer 

Q. Is money the root of all evil? 

A. No - it’s the love of money that is evil! 

1 Timothy 6:10 
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CYTÛN  
MUMBLES CHURCHES TOGETHER 

Felicity Padley 

 Warm Space centres have 

now been established, with 

Mumbles Baptist Church holding 

their first Coffee Morning on 

Monday 14th November.  All Saints 

will be open as a Warm Space on 

Wednesday and Friday mornings 

and Norton Mission Church on 

Thursday mornings. 

 The Ecumenical tea which 

we held in the Parish Hall raised a 

final total of £365.50p for St Mary’s 

Brunch Club.  

 A very pleasant Coffee 

Morning was held in Castleton 

Chapel on November 9th, to 

highlight the work of Christian 

Aid, Embrace, CAFOD and Fair 

Trade.  All the donations that were 

gifted during the morning are 

being donated to Christians 

Against Poverty. 

 Looking forward towards 

December, the next Prayer (or 

strictly Carol) Walk will be held on 

Saturday 17th December, starting at 

Our Lady Star of the Sea, at 

11.00am.  More details will be 

available nearer the time.  

 Mumbles Village Carol 

Service will be held at 7.00pm on 

Tuesday 13th December in the 

Tabernacle United Reformed 

Church.   

 Full details of the Christmas 

Services in all the Churches and 

Chapels will be published soon 

and will be available in both Clyne 

Chapel and Holy Cross. 

 I know that some members 

of the Parish are familiar with 

Theo’s Coffee Shop, and the 

adjacent attractive Gift Shop, on 

the ground floor of Mumbles 

Methodist Church.  Both 

provisions are an asset to the 

Village.  I can recommend Theo’s 

as it offers excellent coffee, tea and 

hot chocolate, and also a lovely 

collection of home-made cakes, 

and an excellent range of lunches.  

Natalie Williams, the manager, 

also makes cakes to order “for all 

occasions”.   

 If you haven’t been to Theo’s 

before, and indeed if you have, 

please do visit there, and so 

support our Methodist friends, in 

the provision that they offer to us , 

and to everyone shopping in, or 

visiting Mumbles. 
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 Now that the restrictions of 

COVID are over the PCC decided 

it would be a good idea to have a 

social event for the parish. So it 

was agreed that we would have a 

fish and chip supper and invite 

Dave and Joyce to run another of 

their very successful quizzes as 

they have done in the past. 

This was arranged and members of 

the congregations signed up to 

come to the fish supper.   

 

 

 Meanwhile a message came 

from Cherrie Bija, Chief Executive 

of the Faith in Families charity, 

who was appealing for funds for 

their Compassionate Christmas 

Campaign to provide vouchers for 

parents to buy a Christmas gift for 

their children.  Otherwise parents 

might not be able to afford a 

Christmas gift this year in these 

difficult circumstances.  Imagine 

the pleasure that this would give 

these parents and their families. So 

it was agreed that we would have 

a raffle in aid of this good cause. 

 An appeal to donate prizes 

was very successful and very 

much appreciated so a BIG 

THANK YOU to everyone who 

provided prizes as well as those 

who bought raffle tickets and 

made donations as well.  Thanks 

also to the Mothers Union who 

have so generously supported this 

charity for so long. 

 On the evening we began 

with the fish and chip meal which 

Hywel had collected from 

Johnnies, accompanied by drinks 

from Dirk and Francesca’s bar. 

Then we watched a video that 

Cherrie had sent appealing for 

funds for the Campaign. 

 Mrs Mop, aka Felicity 

Padley, complete with fag and 

bucket, gave a short and very 

amusing sketch on the nicknames 

that have attached to her over the 

years. 

 Dave and Joyce  gave us an 

interesting, instructive and 

enjoyable quiz, so thanks to both of  

FISH & CHIP SUPPER 

Esther Searle 

‘….Compassionate 
Christmas Campaign….’ 

‘….Thank you to everyone 
who provided prizes & 
made donations….’ 
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them.  They had thoughtfully 

provided a microphone which  

really helped.  The evening ended 

with the raffle being drawn.   

Because there were so many prizes 

there were many happy winners! 

  

 The total amount raised 

through selling tickets and very 

generous donations is not yet 

finalised but so far it is in the 

region of £650 which is a 

magnificent total and shows just 

how much people in the parish 

care and want to support this 

amazing charity.   

 It was a most enjoyable 

evening.  Thanks to everyone who 

participated and supported it. 

 

  Esther Searle 

‘….the magnificent total 
of £650 so far….’ 
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 The PCC met on 24th 

November to discuss how much 

money, if any, we could commit to 

supporting Charitable causes this 

year, and if we could find the 

money, which Charities should 

benefit. 

 I was able to recommend 

that, based on my draft figures to 

31st October, we could give a total 

of £2,000, and we had a positive 

and lively discussion as to how this 

money could best be used. After 

much thought, it was agreed that 

having regard for the Cost-of-

Living Crisis, and its significant 

effect on those living at the 

margins of society, including the 

Homeless and those struggling to 

put food on the table, we should 

support 4 Local Charities working 

to alleviate distress amongst those 

people. 

 We also had regard for those 

Charities we had supported in 

2022, with retiring or special 

collections – please see list later – 

and it is clear that, individually 

and collectively, we are an 

extremely generous Parish, and are 

always mindful of those less 

fortunate than ourselves. 

So, we agreed to give £500 to each 

of the following organisations: 

Matthew’s House 

Zac’s Place 

Faith in Families 

St. Thomas’ Church – Food Bank 

and Baby Basics Initiatives 

 

 Matthew’s House provides 

Hope and Hospitality in a warm 

and welcoming building in the old 

St Matthews Church in High Street. 

It provides showers and laundry 

facilities for those in need, and 

provides hot meals for those in 

need, either free or on a ‘pay as 

you feel’ basis, is supported by 

supermarket donations of food and 

run by volunteers. Simplistically, it 

provides unconditional hospitality 

and hope, a ‘lifeline’ for the 

vulnerable and homeless. 

 Zac’s Place supports rough 

sleepers and those in crisis, and on 

2 days a week, provides hot meals 

for those in food poverty and 

housing crisis. They work in 

conjunction with Matthews House,  

CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME - 

OR DOES IT? 
Bob Wigley 
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and City Church and Salvation  

Army to ensure that there is a hot 

meal available somewhere in 

Central Swansea, each day. 

 Faith in Families needs no 

introduction, and it is of course the 

Diocesan Charity that does 

amazing work amongst 

disadvantaged families, and 

children in deprived areas in 

Brecon and Swansea. 

 St Thomas’ Church. Under 

the direction of Rev. Stephen 

Bunting, over the last few years, 

this old church has been 

reconfigured and transformed into 

a ‘Community Hub’ providing 

much needed facilities in the area, 

including Warm Spaces, a Daily 

Café, a Food Bank, Baby Basics 

support. Its congregation has 

expanded from about 12 when 

Stephen arrived, to around 60 now, 

and it is a shining example of the 

Church showing itself to be 

relevant in these difficult times. 

The PCC visited to see what 

Stephen has achieved, to hear his 

story, and see what could be 

possible as we explore the project 

of turning Holy Cross into a 

Community Hub. It was an 

inspiring evening, Stephen gave 

freely of his time, and the donation  

was agreed to help with their good  

work as a gesture of thanks. 

 As I said earlier, Llwynderw 

is a very generous Parish, and this 

year, through retiring collections 

and individual gifts, we have also 

given:- 

Bishop’s Lent Appeal   2,100 

DEC for Ukraine  

Mission to Seafarers  1,176 

Pakistan Appeal         366 

Faith in Families         750    

Incl. £650 Raffle at the Quiz Evening 

Christians against Poverty       170 

Easter Eggs-Messy Church     180 

   TOTAL       4,742 

 

 In addition, we support the 

Mumbles Food Bank with a 

weekly delivery of food, and 

Felicity calculates that this year we 

have donated Food to the value of 

£5,000 minimum! 

 Churches are often accused 

of being insular, out of touch and 

only interested in supporting their 

own members, but in Llwynderw, 

nothing could be further from the 

truth, where we have given cash 

and food to the value of around 

£12,000 in 2022!  
  

 May I wish you all a Happy 

and Blessed Christmas.   
    

 
  Bob, Parish Treasurer 
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THE GRAPE 
Felicity Padley 

 At Lammastide, we 

considered wheat, but the other 

most important plant, which is 

mentioned more frequently in the 

Bible than any other is the grape.  

It is believed that grapes originated 

in the Middle East, and they have 

been cultivated for at least 6000 – 

8000 years, which is consistent 

with it being referenced in Genesis 

9:20, when Noah planted a 

vineyard after he left the ark, but 

then became drunk when he drank 

some of the wine made from the 

grapes.   

 However, then, as now, 

grapes were used not just for 

making wine.  They were eaten as 

fresh fruit; dried as raisins, 

sultanas and currants and crushed 

to make fresh fruit juice.  Wine was 

also converted into vinegar.  

Grapes can also be used to make 

jam and jelly; and the seeds can be 

crushed to provide grape-seed oil, 

which is used, not for its nutritive 

value, but as the solvent for beauty 

products. 

 Most domesticated grapes 

are derived from the species Vitis 

vinifera and include all the range of 

colours from dark purple fruits 

through to the white (strictly 

green) ones.  They are described 

botanically as berries, because that 

is the term for any fleshy fruit that 

doesn’t contain a stone, but only 

small seeds.  Each fruit is produced 

from a single flower, containing 

one ovary.  Amazingly, there are 

suggestions that a single bunch 

may consist of as many as 300 

grapes!  I don’t think I’ve ever met 

one of them! 

 Jesus’ first miracle (John 2:1-

11) involved the conversion of 

water into wine, when the hosts of 

the wedding at Cana discovered 

that they had run out of the 

genuine wine, which was certainly 

made from grapes. The wine that 

Jesus created though, was unique, 

in that no grapes or any other 

fruits were used in its production.   
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 It is, however, of particular 

significance, because the water he 

used as his source of liquid carries 

a crucial symbolic significance, 

because it was the water used in 

the Jewish culture for ceremonial 

cleansing.  It embodied their 

system of purification, and Jesus 

replaced it with pure wine, 

representing his own spotless 

blood that would wash away all 

mankind’s sins.  Right at the start 

of his ministry, then, he introduced 

a symbol that he would return to 

in his final meal with his disciples. 

 Although Jesus used no 

grapes in Cana, he did use grape 

plants as the basis for his story 

about the workers in the vineyard 

(Matthew 20).  The conclusion of 

the parable always seems to be 

counter-intuitive, because the men 

who worked for only one hour 

were paid exactly the same as 

those who had worked 

continuously, since early in the 

morning.  This gives the 

immediate impression that the last 

men to be employed had just been 

lazing about all day, but we don’t 

really know what they had been 

doing.  They might have been 

using that time, to help other 

people – members of their family, 

friends or complete strangers - for 

no pay at all, and for Jesus, the 

whole situation provides the 

backdrop for his final punch-line, 

that the last will be first and the 

first will be last. 

 Jesus also uses grape vines 

symbolically.  When he is teaching 

the disciples (John 15), he says “I 

am the true vine, and my Father is 

the gardener.  He cuts off every 

branch in me that bears no fruit, 

while every branch that does bear 

fruit he prunes so that it will be 

even more fruitful…….  I am the 

vine; you are the branches….”  

Jesus knows that his disciples 

would understand how vines 

grow, and how they prosper, and 

he uses this symbolically to 

illustrate how one part of the plant 

supports and also depends upon 

the other parts – “I am the vine; 

you are the branches,” And, that in 

turn leads to his final instruction:-  

“This is my command: Love each 

other.” 

  It is also the symbolic use of 

wine, the product of grapes, that 

Jesus used at the Passover meal,  

‘….pure wine...his own 
spotless blood that 
would wash away all 
mankind’s sins….’ 
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the event – the Last Supper – 

which for all Christians has the 

greatest significance.  Here, just as 

wheat provided the basis of bread, 

which symbolised the body of 

Christ, so too, grapes are needed to 

create the wine, a standard drink 

then, as now, but which Jesus used 

to symbolise his blood.  Jesus 

instructed the disciples to use the 

symbol in remembrance of him. 

And 2000 years later we, his 

current disciples still use that sign 

in the Eucharist service: “In the 

same way, after supper he took the 

cup and gave you thanks; he gave 

it to them, saying: ‘Drink this, all of 

you; for this is my blood of the 

new covenant, which is shed for 

you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins.  Do this as 

often as you drink it in 

remembrance of me.’” 

 Our use of the communion 

wine has, of course, been severely 

restricted  in the last couple of 

years, because of Covid, but as we 

slowly return to consuming the 

wine with greater confidence, let 

us also look forward to the 

enjoyment of more secular grapes 

as we approach our Christmas 

celebrations this year.  Our mince 

pies, Christmas puddings and 

Christmas cakes will all be 

bursting with grapes in the form of 

raisins, sultanas and currants, as 

well as those that contribute to any 

wine that we may drink with 

Christmas meals. 

  

 Best wishes for Christmas 

and the New Year! Felicity. 

THE HUG OF GOD 
 

Love all God’s creation, the whole and every grain of sand of it. 
Love every leaf, every ray of God’s light. Love the animals, love 
the plants, love everything. If you love everything, you will 
perceive the divine mystery of things. Once you perceive it, 
you will begin to comprehend it better every day. And you will 
come at last to love the whole world with an all embracing 
love. 
 
From The Brothers Karamazov by Fyodor Dostoyevsky 
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FAMOUS CHRISTIAN CHORAL MUSIC 
Les Ryan 

24. Hark the Herald-Angels Sing 

 One of the most popular 

carols for Christmas is ‘Hark! The 

Herald-Angels sing’. It is the happy 

combination of stirring music from 

Mendelssohn (1809-47) with words 

by Charles Wesley (1707-88) and 

George Whitefield (1714-70) – two 

of the founders of Methodism. 

Originally Wesley wanted the 

carol sung to the tune for ‘Jesus 

Christ is risen today’. He was keen 

that his carol would be sung in a 

measured way, dignified and even 

sombre. 

 It was Whitefield who 

decided to change Wesley’s 

original opening words ‘Hark! How 

all the welkin rings’ to the familiar 

‘Hark! The Herald-Angels sing’. 

‘Welkin’ is an old English word for 

‘Heaven’ or ‘Sky’, it’s used by 

Shakespeare and by Chaucer in the 

Canterbury Tales. 

 In 1855 the English composer 

and organist W H Cummings 

(1830-1915) a chorister at St Paul’s 

Cathedral and then organist at 

Waltham Abbey carefully adapted 

some of Mendelssohn’s choral 

music from the Gutenberg Cantata 

of 1840 to fit the words of the 

carol. 

 To complete the combination 

of musicians who have 

contributed to this carol, we must 

include Sir David Willcocks (1919-

2015), Director of Music at King’s 

College Cambridge (1957-74). 

When the BBC started 

broadcasting the service of Nine 

Lessons and Carols from King’s, 

Hark! The Herald-Angels became 

the usual choice for the final carol. 

Willcocks composed a most 

memorable descant for the carol 

that has become permanent 

favourite with choirs. The boy 

soprano choristers soar right up to 

a top A for the final line of the 

carol: ‘Glory to the new-born King’. 
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Come Together To 
End Domestic Abuse 

 

Mothers’ Union and Women’s Aid 
coming together across society and communities to 

end domestic abuse 

Does your partner: 
 
• Isolate you from friends & family? 
• deprive you of food or heating? 
• monitor your time? 
• check up on what you do online? 
• take control over aspects of your 
 everyday life, telling you where you 
 can go, who you can see, what you                                                                  

can wear & when you can sleep? 
• stop you from getting medical help                                                                           

or support? 
• Repeatedly put you down, such                  

as saying you’re worthless? 
• humiliate or degrade you? 
• control your money & access to               

your home?                                            
• make threats or intimidate you? 

You are not alone 

women’s aid  
until women & children are safe 

Support is available at: 
www.womensaid.org.uk 

#MUEndAbuseTogether 

“It can be easy to miss the  
signs of a coercive, 

abusive relationship. I  
didn’t know the signs, but 
 I want to make sure that  

other women do.  
Please know there is help  

if you need it.” 
 

Mel B, patron of 
Women’s Aid 

 On 11 October MU & Women’s 

 Aid partnered in a campaign 

 against domestic abuse.  A year-

long campaign, the launch is timed to lead up to the annual, international 

’16 Days of Global Activism’ from 25 Nov-10 Dec culminating on Human 

Rights Day. 
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Come Together To End Domestic Abuse 

  
1. Make a change where you are - workplace, school, sports club - is there 
 a domestic abuse policy? Is there a poster in the bathroom or in 
 communal spaces on how to get help? Has anyone had domestic abuse 
 training? How about nominating Women’s Aid training in your work 
 place? 
 
2. Dispel myths about domestic abuse and challenge sexism - domestic 

abuse doesn’t happen because you provoked them, and it isn’t your fault 
if you are being abused by your partner - sexist attitudes to women’s 
roles and men’s role must be challenged to end domestic abuse. 

 
3. Take action, your voice counts - join campaigns for better protection for 

survivors to enable us to make a change. You can put on an event or take 
part in a challenge. You can also donate goods to Women’s Aid member 
organisations through your local Mothers’ Union. 

 
4. Learn what to say to someone experiencing abuse - understand the 

reasons why it may not be easy to just leave. 
 
5. Speak up - show we are standing up against domestic abuse together, 

send us photos and stories about what you are doing in your local area or 
online to help stop domestic abuse and support survivors. We want to 
show positive examples of how we can make a difference to encourage 
others to join with us. 

 
 

For more information go to 
https://www.mothersunion.org/partnerships/womensaid 

 

women’s aid  
until women & children are safe 
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WHERE HAS OLD NEW YEAR’S DAY GONE? 

Association for Church Editors 

 For many people, New Year's 

Day heralds the end of their 

Christmas celebrations which seem 

to begin earlier and earlier every 

year – Christmas goodies have 

been on sale in many shops and 

online since August, although 

there are some that sell Christmas 

goods all year round! 

 For Christians, of course, the 

last day of Christmas - which 

begins on 25 December - is The 

Epiphany on 6 January and the 

Church's 'New Year's Day' is four 

weeks before Christmas on Advent 

Sunday. This year, Advent Sunday 

fell on Sunday 27 November, so we 

are already well into the Church 

New Year! 

 Today, all countries in the 

world except Iran, recognise New 

Year's Day on 1 January as being a 

public holiday when we recover 

from the New Year's Eve 

celebrations. China, as well as 

having a public holiday on 1 

January also celebrates the 

'Chinese New Year' - in 2023 it is 

on 22 January. 

 So, you may be thinking, is 

Iran, where the official state 

religion is Twelver Ja'afari Shia 

Islam, just being difficult? But 

strangely the answer is 'not really'. 

The Iranians have chosen to stick 

with the world's traditional New 

Year which predates the modern 

calendar and celebrate it on 25 

March, which is known today as 

'Old New Year's Day' and which 

was originally a religious 

celebration. 

 The confusion stems from the 

Gregorian calendar that was 

established in 1582. Before the 

Gregorian calendar was 

introduced March was the first 

month of the year and the vernal 

equinox was around 25 March, 

which was the first day of the 'Old 

New Year'. This had been 

celebrated in Mesopotamia for 

about 2,000 years. 

 Several countries did not 

recognise the Gregorian calendar 

for hundreds of years and chose to 

keep to the traditional New Year's 

date of 25 March. This is also the  

‘….the world’s traditional 
New Year predates the 
modern calendar….’ 
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THE PEACE OF HIS PRESENCE 

date of the Annunciation Feast that 

celebrates the day that Jesus was 

conceived, nine months before 

Christmas Day. It seems a little  

ironic that the Islamic State of Iran 

is the only country that today 

chooses to keep to this Christian 

tradition – or perhaps it's not? 

 Rome began celebrating the 

New Year on the first day of 

January in the year that Numa 

Pontilius, Rome’s second ruler, 

added two months to the calendar 

in about 700 BC. In 46 BC, Julius 

Caesar established the Julian 

calendar that all the world, except 

Iran, uses today. This has January – 

named after him - as the first of 12 

months of the year. 

 

 Whenever you choose to 

celebrate the New Year, may it be a 

happy and peaceful one! 
 
 
 

Such Peace! 

Peace on earth the angels sang, 

peace over all the earth, 

peace where there’s war and the fear of war, 

where there’s hatred and no respect for life. 

 

Lord, may the peace of your presence 

fill our hearts this Christmas, 

the hearts of our families, of our friends, 

and my own heart too, 

to calm my worries and concerns, 

so that I can really enjoy 

the true meaning of Christmas 

And rejoice in the peace of your presence. 

Amen. 

 

© The Prayer Trust 
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CHRIST THE KING & STIR UP SUNDAY 

Reverend Biddy 

 Following the service on The 

Feast of Christ the King on 20th 

November Canon Arthur suggested 

that I reproduce my sermon in the 

magazine.  

 

 Christ the king! Today is the 

culmination of the church year as 

we celebrate and give heartfelt 

thanks for Christ the King.  

 This year there has been a lot 

of focus on our monarchs. The 

country literally closed down 

when our beloved Queen Elizabeth 

died. All the arrangements were 

conducted with pageantry and 

ceremony. The Queen, in death, 

was treated with the utmost care 

and respect. Thousands of police 

officers and servicemen and 

women protected her coffin. 

Multitudes queued up for hours to 

pay their respects as she lay in 

state in Westminster Hall.  

 Following her death, 

proclamations were read out 

across the United Kingdom, 

announcing that King Charles was 

the rightful heir to the British 

throne. At his coronation next year, 

he will be anointed, blessed and 

consecrated. He will swear an oath. 

He will receive the Orb as a sign 

that he will be subject to the power 

of God and the Sceptre as a sign 

that he will rule with equity and 

mercy. He will be enthroned as the 

undisputed head of state, his 

Crown representing royalty and 

sovereignty. It’s a grand occasion 

attended by politicians, leading 

churchmen and heads of state and 

dignitaries from around the 

Commonwealth and beyond. 

 

 

 

 

 It's a stark contrast to our 

Gospel reading. Here we find Jesus 

being treated as a common 

criminal, mocked and jeered; 

forced to carry his cross to the site 

of the crucifixion where he was 

crowned with a crown of thorns. 

He was deeply humiliated, cruelly 

beaten, nailed to a cross and left to 

die a hideous death. Yet even in his 

ignominy and agony he called out: 

‘Father, forgive their ignorance!!’  

 It is not surprising that Jesus’  

kingship went unrecognized by the 

‘….the Queen in death was 
treated with the utmost 
respect….’ 
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world. He is a king who conquers 

by love, not by force - a king who 

reigns from the cross and wears a 

crown of mockery and thorns, not 

of gems and jewels. Why? 

 Philosopher Simone Weil 

offers this thought: ‘Crucifixion 

was God’s apology for all the 

pain.’ Let’s explore the idea for a 

moment.  

 When God created us he 

gave us the gift of freedom. There 

was no pressure on us to follow 

him – just an invitation. But right 

from the start we abused his gift. 

We made bad choices; choices that 

went against God’s perfect will for 

us; choices that hurt us; choices 

that hurt others.  

 What was he to do? God 

couldn’t take away our pain 

without taking away our freedom. 

He chose to send Jesus to show us 

what his kingdom is all about – 

love, justice and mercy – all the 

things that heal human pain.  

 During the turbulent Old 

Testament times, kings were all too 

often self-serving. Jeremiah had 

prophesied that God would raise 

up a perfect king. St Paul describes 

our King in the beautiful passage 

from Colossians. The verse that 

jumped out at me is: ‘He is the 

image of the invisible God.’ 

Paul holds that Christ is supreme 

and that his relationship with the 

Church is living and dynamic. The 

Church is not an ecclesiastical club 

for privileged members!! No! It’s 

the vehicle that makes God 

visible.  

 In a take on today’s psalm, 

the agnostic H G Wells once 

observed: ‘God is an ever-

absentee help in times of trouble.’ 

That’s such a sad statement. But 

when we face challenges and 

difficulties, it’s hard to trust God if 

we can’t see him getting involved. 

He becomes visible only through 

the compassionate actions of his 

followers.  

 Which leads me on to the 

second theme for the day. As well 

as being the Feast of Christ the 

King, today is also Stir-up Sunday, 

the traditional day to make our 

Christmas puddings. But our Post 

Communion collect is asking us to 

do something much more 

important. We pray to be stirred 

up; to encourage each other and to 

get on with making God visible in 

our community.  

 We pray ‘Thy kingdom 

come…’  The Kingdom is not a 

place or a system. It’s a state of 

affairs where people accept Christ 

as head of state; where Christ is 
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recognised as King, directing and 

giving meaning to everything.  

 We pray for Christ’s will and 

purpose to permeate everything 

and for him to be visible 

everywhere. It’s acknowledging 

the depth of God’s love; that his 

love is the root of all that is good. 

 It’s about the conversion of 

the human heart; changing from 

me-focused to God-focused. Since 

God cares for everyone, that leads 

us to care for everyone. All too 

often we see The Kingdoms of the 

World running on tanks, guns, 

bombs and prisons. But the 

Kingdom of God runs on love. As 

people’s lives are transformed, we 

start to glimpse Christ’s Kingdom. 

It comes when people take risks 

and do extraordinary things. 

 Recently the PCC has been 

thoroughly stirred up in 3 ways!! 

1.   We visited St Thomas where 

Rev Steve Bunting is making God 

visible by following God’s will for 

the community. Stepping out in 

faith he has taken enormous risks, 

but the benefits are clear to see. It 

was both very encouraging and 

deeply challenging at a time when 

we are considering how Holy 

Cross will become a community 

hub.  

 It was truly inspirational to 

see and hear what Steve has 

achieved in St Thomas, the 

alterations to his large, old 

building, the incredible fund-

raising effort. He is now touching 

the lives of the whole community 

through a raft of activities in the 

repurposed building. It’s worth 

going to have a look – the café is 

open every day! He has put in an 

upstairs floor for worship, 

weddings, funerals etc; downstairs, 

besides the café, is a commercial 

kitchen, showers, toilets, a large 

space for activities, and a series of 

rooms for meetings.  He warned 

against setting up projects and 

strongly advised us to respond to 

the needs expressed by the 

community – it's called friendship 

evangelism.  

2. Second, we have been stirred 

by the Christians Against Poverty 

(CAP) presentation on 6 November 

when we heard about the many 

ways it supports people on their 

journey to become debt free. 

 CAP has been on the back  

burner for a number of years but is 

seen to be something we should be 

involved in, especially at a time of 

steeply rising costs of living. As 

well as supporting people out of 

debt, it supports Job Clubs,  

Budgeting and Life Skills Courses.  
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Volunteers are needed to support 

the work that is already going on 

across Swansea and for people to 

lobby governments on the issues.  

3. Last, but not least, the 

environment. As Christians who 

worship our Creator, we are being 

called to assess our individual and 

community impact on the 

environment. The demonstrators 

are not helping as people are tiring 

of the antics that disrupt the lives 

of ordinary people, but the issues 

are serious and disproportionately 

affect our poorest neighbours in 

the third world. 

 Kathleen is heading up a 

small group of interested people to 

inform and encourage us as 

individuals and as a community to 

reduce our carbon footprint and to 

consider the impact our daily 

choices have on the environment 

which adversely affect those in the 

less developed world. 

 These are just three things 

that have challenged the PCC 

recently - the three ‘C’s’ – 

COMMUNITY, CAP & CLIMATE. 

What we need is a collective will 

across the Ministry Area to make 

things happen, a willingness to 

change the way we do things and a 

deep compassion for those who are 

struggling.  

 It’s not always easy to do 

God’s will. It can be a challenge. It 

involves choice and change and 

we’re not always very comfortable 

with change.  

 I am proud to be part of a 

parish that has such a generous 

heart and in no way am I 

minimizing that generosity.  

But I am encouraging a 

commitment to stir each other to 

seek to know God’s will and to 

long for his kingdom to grow 

across our Ministry Area; to pray 

and listen so as to discern those 

things that lie heavy on God’s 

heart; to listen to our community, 

encourage them to express their 

most pressing needs and to be 

prepared to meet those needs in 

some small way. 
 I’d like to finish with an old 

story:  

Two men were watching the king 

step out of his golden chariot to 

attend church. 

The first man said: ‘I long to see 

the day when royalty is treated as 

common people.’ 

The second man replied: ‘I long to 

see the day when common people 

are treated like royalty.’ 

Amen. 
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WARM ROOMS SCHEME 

SMARTIE CHALLENGE 

Felicity Padley 

 Many thanks for everyone’s 

generosity.  We raised a total of 

£1,176 for the Mission to Seafarers. 

 I am sure that some people 

will remember Lynda Miners, who 

used to help us, when we had 

afternoon services, followed by a 

tea, for members of the Parish who 

were otherwise virtually 

housebound.  Lynda is a long-time 

senior officer  of the St John 

Ambulance, and she used to bring 

their minibus to Holy Cross, 

because it accommodated wheel-

chairs, and made transport to and 

from the events possible for a 

number of people who would not 

otherwise have been able to attend.   

 In addition, Lynda worked 

regularly in the evenings, in the 

Flying Angel Centre, when the 

Mission to Seafarers, still had a 

Centre in Swansea Docks.  It was 

therefore very sad that just at the 

time we completed our Smartie 

Tube Challenge, Lynda’s daughter, 

Ruth, died.    

 Ruth was one of my 

Jonathan’s first girlfriends, and 

they sometimes went with Lynda 

to help with the visiting Seafarers.  

In these circumstances, the PCC 

has agreed that our donation 

should be sent in memory of Ruth, 

and in recognition of all the work 

and support which Lynda offered 

to the Mission whilst they still had 

their Centre in Swansea 

Holy Cross Church is to be registered as a Warm Space.  

Please spread the word in the community. 
 

Every Thursday morning there is a service at 10.00am; in January we will 

resume our Film Club at 2.00pm on alternate Thursday afternoons.  

Every Friday morning at 9.30am there is an Art Group and at 2.00pm 

every Friday afternoon, a Craft Group. 

All are welcome to join in the activities or to just come and enjoy hot 

drinks and fellowship. More information next time. 
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   At Rest 

  Alexander Thomas 

  Veronica Thomas 

  William John Morgan 

THE REITH LECTURE 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 

 Dirk & Francesca attended the Reith Lecture delivered by Rowan 

Williams at Taliesin recently.  

 They would like readers to be aware that it was recorded and will 

be broadcast on BBC Radio 4 on December 7th at 9am. 

FILM CLUB 

15 December 2022 The Christmas Candle 

(Hans Matherson and Samantha Barks)  

PARISH NINE LESSONS & CAROLS 

Les Ryan 

 This will be held on Sunday evening  18th December at 6pm in 

Clyne Chapel. This year we are delighted that young tenor Daniel 

Davies will be singing ‘Comfort Ye’ from Handel’s Messiah and ‘O Holy 

Night’ by French composer Adolphe Adam. Daniel recently graduated 

with first class honours from the Wales International Academy of Voice. 

Before attending the Academy he was taught by Penny Ryan. 

 As well as the traditional congregational carols our Llwynderw 

Chorale will be singing ‘The Sussex Carol’, The Virgin Mary had a baby 

boy’ and ‘There were many babies born’ – written by local composer 

John M Davies. 
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POPPIES & ANEMONES 
Reverend Biddy 

 As we set off, once again,    

on our journey through Advent, 

preparing ourselves for the 

celebration of Christ coming to 

earth in human form, my mind 

goes back to the pilgrimages we 

have made to the Holy Land. The 

tragedy of hostilities in the very 

place where the Prince of Peace 

was born are brought into sharp 

focus at this time.  

 The tensions are very real 

and a visitor cannot but be acutely 

aware that life there is very 

difficult, not least due to the Wall 

of Separation.  

 Some fifteen years ago I 

picked up a bookmark with a 

prayer written on it which I have 

prayed ever since - I commend it  

to you. 

 Pray not for Arab or Jew,  

 for Palestinian or Israeli,  

 but pray rather for ourselves 

 that we might not divide them  

  in our prayers, 

 but keep them together in our  

  hearts.  

 

 There is a wonderful poem 

written by Jan Sutch Pickard called 

Anemone - sign of life and hope 

which I’d like to share with you: 

 

The flowers of the field 

The poppy, the anemone - 

blooming now after the spring rains - 

they are different, 

but both are red as blood: 

 

Scattered across hillsides 

where settlers’ children play, 

cared for by teachers carrying guns; 

 

 Fragile among the rubble 

 where bulldozers groan 

 and fatherless children throw  

  stones; 

  

 and, even though the wall is  

  built, 

they will still be flowering on both 

 sides, 

fragile as human lives - 

different, but both red as blood. 

  

 Bob and I would like to wish 

you all a happy and peaceful 

Christmas. May you know the 

presence of the Christ child. 

  

 With every blessing, Biddy  
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• All aspects of Home and Grounds Maintenance 

• Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 

• Painting and Decorating Service 

• All projects Fully Managed 

• Free Estimates and all Work Fully Insured 

 

 Mike Timbrell 07813 055357   

 down2earthltd@icloud.com 

DOWN 2 EARTH 

PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LTD 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

Contact Andrew, Dafydd, 

Rachel or Lauren 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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West Cross 
Dental Practice 

 

 
 
 

54c Mulberry Avenue 
West Cross 
Swansea 
SA3 5HA 
Telephone:  404405  

Andrew Llewellyn BDC 
NHS, Private & Denplan 

MUSIC TUITION 
 

Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute 
& Theory of Music 

 
 

Nick Kiley 
BA (Hons) PGDip (RNCM) PGCE 
 
 
 

Telephone:  
07929 009772 

 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

To enquire about advertising costs please contact the Editor 

Details on page 4 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

H 
 

HERITAGE 
 

CARPET & FLOORING LTD 
 

Specialists in carpet, wood, 
laminate & vinyl 

 

 
422 Gower Road, Killay,  

Swansea, SA2 7AJ 
 

Tel/Fax: 01792 202 021 
 

www.heritagecarpetandflooring.com 
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Rebekah Robertson 
 

54 Newton Road 
Mumbles, SA3 4BQ 
 
Tel: 01792 732177 
  

GLYNDERI COTTAGE                                                                                                           
 

01874 636878 
                                                                  

SENNYBRIDGE                                                             

BRECON                                                              

POWYS  

LD3 8TS 

             

Walk - Explore - Relax  
 

www.glyndericottage.co.uk 

HEADS TOGETHER 
 

Unisex Hair & Fashion Care 
Perming/Tinting/Colouring 

And Creative Designs 
 

NEW! 
O.P.I Gel Nails 

 
134 West Cross Lane, 
West Cross, Swansea 
(01792) 401471 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

DON PIPER 
 

Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 
 

Established 1962 
 

 

Customer Care  
our speciality 

 

14 Queen’s Road 
Mumbles 
Tel: 366576 

 

Open Tuesday 9-4 Wednesday & Saturday 10-4 

Thursday 10-5 Friday 9-5 

http://www.glyndericottage.co.uk
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Clyne Chapel 
Blackpill 

Christ in Majesty  
at Holy Cross Church 
Fairwood Road 

Printed by BDP Wales, 14 Brynymor Road, Swansea  

 


