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CLERGY
The Reverend Hywel D Griffiths
(Vicar)
The Vicarage, 17 Eastland Close, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5NU
Tel: 01792 403957
Email: rev.hywel1961@outlook.com
The Venerable Jonathan B Davies B.Th
(Archdeacon of Gower)
The Parsonage, Fairwood Road, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5JP
Tel: 01792 512747 Email: archdeacon.gower@churchinwales.org.uk
The Reverend Biddy M S Wigley
(Assistant Curate)
5, Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW
Tel: 01792 405404
Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com
SERVICES IN THE PARISH
Sunday

9.30am
11.00am

Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

Holy Cross
Clyne Chapel

Wednesday

10.30am

Holy Eucharist

Clyne Chapel

Thursday

10.00am

Holy Eucharist

Holy Cross

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,
of the names of those who are sick.
The Chapel of St Faith is open daily for Foodbank drop-offs only.
Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with
The Reverend Hywel Griffiths
The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion
of the sick or infirm at any time.
The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing.
WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS
Tuesdays

6.00-7.00pm

Wednesdays 9.45am
Fridays

Yoga with Caitlin
Spinning Tots with Miss Lizzie

A fun introduction to dance, movement & ballet
for children aged 18 months to 4 years.

9.30-12 noon Community Art Class
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READER

Dr Felicity Padley

32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill
Email: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com

Tel: 402437

LAY WORSHIP TEAM
Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Esther Searle
PAROCHIAL OFFICERS
Parish Wardens
Vicar’s Warden Mrs Lesley Morris
65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty, SA2 8EW
People’s Warden Miss Kate Richard
6 Ffynone Close, Uplands, SA1 6DA

Tel: 514769
Tel: 642297

PCC Secretary

Dr Felicity Padley
32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill, SA3 5BX

Tel: 402437

PCC Treasurer

Mr Bob Wigley
5 Whitegates, Mayals, SA3 5HW
Email: bobandbiddywigley@gmail.com

Tel: 405404

Parish Organist

Mr Leslie Ryan, BA (hons mus), LCCMD,
AWCCM, CertEd (Wales)
43 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, SA3 5DB

Tel: 406062

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL
can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions
Contact: The Reverend Hywel Griffiths
Telephone: 403957
PARISH ACTIVITIES
Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Mondays at 3.15pm
Eden Bus, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Sundays at 4.00pm

Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday
Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080
Film Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512
Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders:
Hazel Somers: 401705 & Elaine Griffiths: 208269
Get Crafty Group. Every Friday
Sian Griffiths: 403957
Llwynderw Chorale meets occasionally to prepare for important services.
Contact Les and Penny Ryan: 406062
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JOURNEY OF REDISCOVERY
Reverend Hywel
We have spent some time this
week going through the final few
boxes that still needed unpacking
following our move. Going
through each box in turn was like
putting your hand into a lucky dip.
As we did not pack anything when
we moved, the removal people did
that for us, we had no idea what
we would find in each box, and we
had some wonderful surprises, it
was like finding forgotten treasure.

apart along the folds and with age
the paper had turned from white to
yellow, and with some the print
had begun to fade.
I must admit that looking
through what was in these boxes
brought with it a mixture of
emotions, there were smiles,
laughter, but also tears, both of joy
and sadness.
Towards the bottom of one of
these boxes I came across an
envelope with yet another piece of
folded paper, when I opened it, I
found this piece entitled Actions of
Christ which I would like to share
with you.

‘...smiles, laughter, but also
tears, both of joy and sadness.’
So many items brought back
such wonderful memories of times
gone by. Photographs of family
and friends, many of whom are no
longer with us, items our children
made when they were younger and
in school, and souvenirs of family
trips and holidays, both at home
and abroad.
There were newspaper
cuttings, stories, and poems, some
handwritten, some typed, many of
which had been folded and
unfolded so many times to be read,
that they were beginning to come

Actions of Christ (Source unknown)
“He came from splendour to
be born in poverty. He left the
presence of angels, for the
company of me. He laid down a
sceptre in heaven to be laid in a
manger, and exchanged the
worship of Arch-angels, for the
praise of lowly shepherds.
He walked into the world
with all the power of Almighty
God at his bidding, but he was
carried out a mutilated body
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lowered from a cross.
He rebuked the pious, but he
comforted the sinner. He refused
earthly Kingship, although he was
still a King. He loved his mother
yet gave her away at the Cross. He
healed the broken-hearted, yet he
himself, died with a broken heart.

burdens of the world, but only one
was brought forth to help him bear
his Cross to Calvary.
His execution was thought to
be insignificant, but became the
controversy of the ages. His life
was extinguished in a brief second
of time, but then ignited to lighten
the world. His short span of thirtythree years on Earth should have
passed unnoted were it possible,
but no, one life has ever had such
impact on the minds of men.

‘...he refused to change the
circumstances of his own
execution.’
He loved the fellowship of
friends, yet was cast out by his
kinsmen. He rebuked both sage
and seer, then blessed the little
children. He held an executive
meeting on the Mount of
Transfiguration, then wept alone in
the Garden of Gethsemane.
He could walk on water, but
could not walk away from the
tears in the eyes of the Widow
from Nain. He could command the
stars in their orbits, but he refused
to change the circumstances of his
own execution. His mission was a
commitment to free all men, yet he
was imprisoned on the testimony
of one man.
He delivered many from
pain, but he was delivered to suffer
agonising pain. He dried the eyes
of multitudes, but no one dried his
eyes in Gethsemane. He carried the

‘He dried the eyes of
multitudes, but no one dried
his eyes in Gethsemane.’
His three and one-half years
in the public’s eye was brief
indeed, but his achievements are
the greatest ever recorded.
He has inspired more men,
conquered more hearts, delivered
more prisoners, consoled more
mourners, than any figure in the
history of man. He spoke of love,
but was murdered with hate. He
shared all that he had, then on the
Cross...he shared paradise with a
thief. He gave the World light, only
to be driven into the cavern of
Death.
He gave mankind guidance,
only to be guided to Golgotha. He
pointed men to the Tree of Life,
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they nailed him to a tree on a hill
called the Skull. He laid down a
sceptre in heaven, to be laid in a
borrowed tomb.
He walked out of heaven,
pure, perfect, and beautiful. He
returned beaten, mutilated, and
nail scarred. he fulfilled all that
was written of him, and yet man
did not believe Him.

After reading this piece I had
a tear in my eye, to think that Jesus
the Son of God went through all of
‘His coming changed the course
of nations, his return will be to
judge the nations.’
this, not just for me but for all of
us. I give thanks, that in this
troubled world in which we live,
we have the light of Jesus burning
bright in our lives, to lead and
guide us, to comfort and support
us, and that we have Jesus as an
example of how to live, and
knowing that with Jesus in our
lives, and by our side we have
nothing to fear, but everything to
gain.
God bless, with much love,
your friend in Christ, Hywel.

‘He walked out of heaven, pure,
perfect, and beautiful. He
returned beaten, mutilated, and
nail scarred.’
His coming changed the
course of nations, his return will be
to judge the nations. His title was
simple as stated on the Cross,
“Jesus of Nazareth, King of the
Jews,” but to those who have ever
known him, He is Jesus Christ, the
Son of the living God.”

If God brings you to it
He will bring you through it.
Happy moments, praise God,
Difficult moments, seek God,
Quiet moments, worship God,
Painful moments, trust God,
Every moment, thank God.
Anonymous
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FAMILY NEWS

Grace Locke was born in
1928 in Llwynypia, the eldest of
four children. As a young adult she
survived TB and went on to marry
Clifford with whom she had three
children. She was a wonderful
homemaker and loved to cook for
her family.
Grace was a very longstanding, faithful member of the
Thursday congregation at Holy
Cross. The photo (above) was
taken on Grace’s 90th birthday

during a quiz evening at Holy
Cross. Always smiling and
interested in everyone and
everything, she remained
independent right up to her final
brief illness. She will be greatly
missed by all who knew her.
We send our loving
sympathy to Gaynor, Ceri,
Rochelle and all the family.
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Recently, Sali-Wyn Ryan
flew to Orlando in Florida – not for
a holiday but as part of a
delegation of players and staff
from the famous Royal
Philharmonic Orchestra.
As well as being a violinist
with the RPO, Sali-Wyn is part of
‘Strokestra’, a team of musicians
from the RPO that works with
stroke patients. They provide
music therapy to encourage either
physical movement or by getting
the stroke patients themselves to
play on instruments such as
percussion or guitar.
In Orlando they met with
medical teams and therapists who
wanted to find out more about
‘Strokestra’ and how they could
work within the concepts and ideas
developed by the RPO players and
specialist staff.

Currently Sali-Wyn is on tour
with the orchestra giving
concerts in Slovakia, Croatia,
Poland, Lithuania and Greece.

David Attenborough
“We have to recognize that every breath of air we take, every mouthful
of food we take, comes from the natural world. And if we damage the
natural world, we damage ourselves. We are one coherent ecosystem. It’s
not just a question of beauty, or interest, or wonder: the essential
ingredient of human life is a healthy planet.”
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THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGING
Up-date from the Diocesan Conference on 8th October
Bob Wigley
In the July Magazine, I brought readers ‘up to date’ with the
proposed changes to the existing Ministry Area Structure and
administration which was cascaded at the series of consultative meetings
held across the Diocese in June, which in themselves followed the
Diocesan Clergy Planning Day in May.
At the Diocesan Conference, Bishop John re-emphasised the
background against which the changes, now refined and ‘fine tuned’
following the Consultation process, were being introduced. He
reminded us that our Diocese was the last in the Province to fully
implement the Ministry Area Structure, which had already been
successfully introduced in the other 5 Dioceses.
•
•

The seemingly inexorable and continuing decline in Church
attendance.
The need to allow Clerics to ‘de-clutter’. Over the years, Clerics’
administrative responsibilities had increased to unacceptable
levels, which was stifling their ability to fulfil their calling in its
widest context, and promote the Kingdom of God more
effectively in their communities.

Bishop John promised that all the necessary ‘building blocks’
would be put in place soonest, including:•
Administrative support for Ministry Areas
•
A suite of Training Programmes
He concluded by saying that he was looking for a positive response
from everyone so that we can all serve the Kingdom better as focused
teams, recognising opportunity, and providing mutual support.
“Our people are all good people” he said, “with a desire to make
Church work, and become the Church that God wants us to be”
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Archdeacon Alan Jeavons referred to Bishop John’s earlier
remarks, and also reminded the Conference of the background to the restructuring upon which we were about to embark, which started with the
Harris Report in 2012, and which inter alia talked about the need to:•
Simplify our structures
•
Reduce the administrative burden on clerics
•
Improve Team-work
•
Share knowledge, skills and resources
The new Structure will maintain the 2 Archdeaconries:•
Brecon:- 7 Ministry Areas, comprising of 125 Churches, and some
20 Stipendiary Clerics
•
Gower:- 7 Ministry Areas, comprising of 60 Churches and 25
Stipendiary Clerics
The Mumbles Ministry Area, of which we in Llwynderw are part, will
remain unchanged as far as the geography of our Churches is concerned,
will continue to maintain 3 Stipendiary Priests, and will comprise:•
All Saints, Oystertmouth, and Norton Mission Church
•
Clyne Chapel and Holy Cross Church
•
St. Peter’s, Newton
These are the main legal and administrative changes:•
Parish Boundaries will be removed
•
The Legal Entity will be the Ministry Area
•
A single Ministry Area Council will replace existing PCCs. It will
have Executive Powers, to be defined, and be able to make rapid
decisions.
•
The Ministry Area Council will be ultimately responsible for all
those Areas which are currently the responsibility of PCCs,
including inter alia., Finance and Buildings
•
The Ministry Area will have Charitable Status
•
The Ministry Area Council will comprise of representatives from
each ‘old Parish’, 2 of whom will be Ministry Area Wardens
•
The Ministry Area Council will nominate Members of Diocesan
Committees, Diocesan Conference etc
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•

Some existing Legal Barriers ie. those relating to Marriage vis a vis
Parish Boundaries will be removed
The Ministry Area will be provided with a part time (0.5 FTE)
Administrator
Each ‘old’ Parish will maintain a ‘Council’ which will deal with
local matters, liaise with the local community and report to MAC
Each Church will have a Sub-Warden
Each Ministry Area will have its own Bank and Financial Accounts
Each ‘old’ Parish/Church will maintain its own Bank Accounts,
Reserves and Financial Accounts
Ministry Share will be allocated to each Ministry Area on a ‘Cost of
Ministry’ basis as hitherto, and will be cascaded to Member
Churches by the MAC having regard for local circumstances
Ministry Area Costs will be allocated on an agreed basis
Ministry Area Clerics will be licensed to the Ministry Area, and
will be allocated Specific Responsibilities by the Ministry Area
Leader
Diocesan Support will be available during the Setting Up period

It is expected that all new structures will be in place by Easter
2023, so clearly there is much to digest and think about, but I would urge
you all to embrace these changes with enthusiasm and hope – they form
the basis for the very future of our Church! Thus, I make no apologies at
all for repeating a paragraph from my last note:We must be careful not to block the opportunities of tomorrow,
because we may be fearful or apprehensive of the decisions we have to
make today. We are all Trustees for the future in that it is our
responsibility, indeed duty, to hand our Church over to the next
generation in good heart!
We will continue to share details of the changes with you all, as
they become available, and in the meantime, please keep all those
responsible for finalising and implementing these changes in your
prayers.
Bob, Parish Treasurer
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STABILITY & ENDURANCE
Many thousands of words have been
written and spoken about Queen
Elizabeth ll since her death on 8
September. This article, found on the
web site of The Bible Society, links
very well with Mandy Bayton’s
reflection on the Assembly of the
World Council of Churches.

respected Christian leader during
a period of extraordinary change,’
said Paul Williams.
‘We cannot understand the
Queen without reference to her
Christian faith. There’s a
marvellous section in her
Coronation service when she was
presented with a Bible, described
as the “Rule for the whole life and
government of Christian Princes”
and “the most valuable thing that
this world affords”. The Queen’s
life and testimony make it clear
that she took these words very
seriously.
‘The Queen’s faith has made
a real difference to her reign and to
the nation. She attended church
more than weekly, prayed and
read the Bible. Her Christian faith
has been her guide during the
highs and lows of her life and
because of that she has been able
to be a stable and enduring
presence in our national life.
‘I think that the Queen’s
legacy is her example of what true
service and duty looks like. Her
whole life has been one of service.
I think the Queen will be

‘Nation mourns monarch
whose life was rooted in the
Bible.’
The nation and
Commonwealth mourns a
monarch who was ‘a remarkable
public servant’, and whose life was
rooted in the Bible, said the Chief
Executive Officer of Bible Society
today.
Her Majesty the Queen was
Patron of Bible Society from 1952
when she acceded to the throne.
The longest-reigning monarch in
British history, Her Majesty
attended church every week and
prayed daily.
‘With the death of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II we
have lost not only a remarkable
public servant, but also a presence,
the presence of a much-loved and
13

remembered in line with these
words from Proverbs 10.7, “The
memory of the righteous is a
blessing.”’

life. She tried, she said, to live
based on his teachings and
example, and she saw the value of
these not only for her own life but
for the life of the world. And she
was a regular churchgoer not just
on formal state occasions, but
weekly; the pictures of her
attending at Balmoral or
Sandringham were not from
staged photo-ops.
In her Christmas message in
1986 she said: ‘The two lessons
that he had for us, which he
underlined in everything he said
and did, are the messages of God's
love and how essential it is that
we, too, should love other people.
There are many serious and
threatening problems in this

The Queen and Jesus
The public life of the Royal
Family is very much bound up
with the established Church. The
monarch bears the title 'Defender
of the Faith', inherited from Henry
VIII, and the Church of England is
part of the royal landscape.
For Queen Elizabeth,
however, religion was far more
than a public duty. She spoke often
of her personal faith – particularly
in her later years – and was
especially open about how she
looked to Jesus as a pattern for her
14

country and in the world but they
will never be solved until there is
peace in our homes and love in our
hearts.’
In 2000 she said: To many of
us our beliefs are of fundamental
importance. For me the teachings
of Christ and my own personal
accountability before God provide
a framework in which I try to lead
my life. I, like so many of you,
have drawn great comfort in
difficult times from Christ's words
and example.

In 2017, she reflected on
homelessness saying: ‘We
remember the birth of Jesus Christ
whose only sanctuary was a stable
in Bethlehem. He knew rejection,
hardship and persecution; and yet
it is Jesus Christ’s generous love
and example which has inspired
me through good times and bad.’
‘The teachings of Christ have
served as my inner light…’
And she said in 2020: ‘The
teachings of Christ have served as
my inner light, as has the sense of
purpose we can find in coming
together in worship.’

‘Christ’s example has taught
me to seek to respect and
value all people…’
Reflecting in 2014 on a visit
to Belfast and on the outbreak of
the First World War, she described
Jesus as a ’role model of
reconciliation and forgiveness’,
who ’stretched out his hands in
love, acceptance and healing.
Christ’s example has taught me to
seek to respect and value all
people of whatever faith or none.’
Perhaps she had in mind too her
handshake with Martin McGuiness
two years before, then the
province’s Deputy First Minister,
but a long-time commander in the
IRA.

Throughout her life, Queen
Elizabeth took seriously the words
of the Apostle Paul: ‘Your attitude
should be the same as that of
Christ Jesus’ (Philippians 2.5, NIV).
Author: Mark Woods,
12 September 2022.
Photograph: Samir Hussein
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TRULY UNITED
Mandy Bayton
In the October edition of ‘Llwynderw’ we read
Mandy’s reflection at the halfway point in the
Assembly. Here she shares her thoughts on the
whole experience.
Because of the loss of HM
Queen Elizabeth II and the
different responses the past few
days have provoked, I have held
back from sharing my final
thoughts about my trip to The
World Council of Churches
General Assembly.
However, what I
experienced during my time in
Karlsruhe has, for me, become
even more pertinent. So these
are my final thoughts, with
heartfelt thanks to The World
Council of Churches and
everyone present for the
precious and challenging
experience.
The WCC General
Assembly, for me, opened a
gateway to new experiences and
understanding. Many of us who
attended may now find
ourselves in a transitional and
transformational place, where

we are leaving behind what feels
comfortable and familiar and are
stepping into something, which
is perhaps uncomfortable and
unfamiliar.
Much of the global Church,
individually and corporately,
appears to be at the threshold of a
paradigm shift which is taking us
to a place of openness to and
inclusivity of everyone, a place
where we see the image of God
reflected in those who are not
created in our image.
‘(We) may now find ourselves
in a transitional and
transformational place…..’
The General Assembly
created a tense, yet grace filled
space to explore provocative
questions and wrestle with
complex answers. A space where
fears were confronted, doubts
grappled with and differences
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considered. It was also a faith
enriching space which had at its
foundation Christ’s hope
and love. The space was a
foundational place where learning
and wisdom grew as we prayed,
worshipped, talked, discussed,
challenged, wept and laughed
together.

to protect and heal all human life
we, collectively, must protect the
whole of creation, was fervently
acknowledged by all present.
‘...allowed God’s Spirit to be
at the centre of the
processing, providing a fertile
environment for growth and
progress.’

‘We...must believe that genuine
change is possible.’

If we are truly united by our
greatest, commonality, Christ’s
love for his world, then we can and
must believe that genuine change
is possible. As we persevere
together, spurring each other on to
the good works which can heal all
of creation, and together nurture
the faith to have confidence in
what we hope for, then Christ’s
love moving the world to unity
and reconciliation can become a
reality.

As we listened to each
other’s narratives, we recognised
that our compassion has to cause
us discomfort and that we must be
prepared to give of ourselves at a
cost to ourselves.
Embracing the tension of the
space, allowed God’s Spirit to be at
the centre of the processing,
providing a fertile environment for
growth and progress.
The process resulted in
acknowledgement and recognition
of the impact of deep wounds and
damage caused and the
determined intentionality of
repentance, reparation, healing,
justice and repair being called out
as a demand for action now and
not just words.
Transformation demands the
affirmation of life & human
dignity. A recognition that in order
17

ALLOWING THE EARTH TO LOVE US
Listening to a radio
programme as I was doing the
washing-up late one evening
recently I heard a quote from
Robin Wall Kimmerer. It stopped
me in my tracks and I had to look
quickly for a towel to draw my
hands so that I could write it down
before I forgot it. It was this: “What
would it be like to feel that the
earth loved you back?”
We get so caught up with
how we need to protect the Earth
that we miss how the Earth has
always wanted to protect us. Using
the Earth we have denigrated her.
We have humiliated and treated
the Earth as merely a load of
things. So we have become blind
and deaf to her love.

night led me to discover how her
voice has been very influential for
many of us. So you may already
know well her amazing book:
‘Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous
Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge and the
Teachings of Plants’, published by
Milkweed, 2013.
‘...we can imagine a more just
and joyful relationship with
the Earth.’
I have discovered how she
helped to develop what is called
the approach of Traditional
Ecological Knowledge. This is an
empirical, scientific approach
based on long-term observation. It
also involves cultural and spiritual
considerations, which may be
neglected within the scientific
community. Robin Wall Kimmerer
has said about her book: “I wanted
readers to understand that
indigenous knowledge and
western science are both powerful
ways of knowing, and that by
using them together we can
imagine a more just and joyful
relationship with the Earth.”

‘...we miss how the Earth has
always wanted to protect us.’
Robin Wall Kimmerer is a
writer and a scientist relating
closely to the indigenous people of
North America. She now lives on
an old farm in upstate New York,
tending gardens both cultivated
and wild. Hearing her words that
18

One positive consequence of
having to endure lockdowns and
periods of enforced self-isolation
during the pandemic was that
many of us began to rediscover
and grow in our relationship with
nature. I read in the newspaper
today how a survey shows that the
number of people regularly
walking for enjoyment continues
to rise.

with the Earth? Paradoxically,
from a human point of view, even
viruses are a natural part of the
Earth. But what if the next
pandemic could be a contagion of
gratitude for the Earth?
Back in 2020 the possibility
was suggested to Robin Wall
Kimmerer. “A contagion of
gratitude,” she replied, “I’m just
trying to think about what that
would be like. Acting out of
gratitude, as a pandemic. I can see
it.” I think I can see it too!

‘...what if the next pandemic
could be a contagion of
gratitude for the Earth?’

Author: Andrew Norman Allowing
the Earth to love us – Green
Christian

Love between human
persons often develops simply
through spending time together.
Perhaps that can happen in our
most fundamental relationship

“[Humankind] will not perish for want of information;
but only for want of appreciation.
*****
The beginning of our happiness lies in the understanding
that life without wonder is not worth living.
What we lack is not a will to believe but a will to
wonder.”
Abraham Joshua Heschel (1907-1972),
'God in Search of Man'
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POPPIES
Felicity Padley

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
John Macrae
The opening lines of John
Macrae’s wonderful poem In
Flanders Fields, written early in
1915, remind us that November is
the month of remembrance.
Macrae was a Canadian physician,
who, in the First World War,
became a consulting surgeon in the
British Army, working on the front
line in Flanders. His poem
expresses his grief that so many of
the young soldiers around him
were dying or suffering from life
changing wounds. Why though
does he refer to the poppy in his
poem?
The common, or field poppy,
is also called the red, or corn
poppy, and since Macrae’s poem
was published, the Flanders

poppy. We are very familiar with
it from our hedgerows, and
recently in the areas planted with
meadow seeds to support wildlife,
like the patches in the grass along
the Mumbles Road. It has a very
wide distribution not just in the
UK and Europe, but across parts of
Africa, and both temperate and
tropical regions of Asia.
It is known to have been
growing in Mesopotamia in
3,400BC and is believed to have
been introduced into the UK as an
invader in the Neolithic period,
probably mixed in with wheat
seeds. Certainly, Iron Age farmers
had poppies growing amongst
their wheat crops.
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Poppies flower right through
the summer from May to October,
and a single plant may produce
over 100 individual flowers in one
season if the weather is warm and
damp. The plants have been
described as the most successful
agricultural weed (hence the name
corn poppy) and remained
abundant in most fields until the
introduction of herbicides, during
the 20th Century.
Indeed the poppy was one of
the first plants to receive its formal
name, Papaver rhoeas, from the
Swedish Biologist Carl Linnaeus in
1753. It was Linnaeus who first
introduced the use of binomial
Latin names that have been used
for all living species ever since.
What though makes poppies
so successful? The main reason is
that they grow well in disturbed
soil, and of course, the soil in fields
is ploughed and harrowed, every
year, and so truly disturbed. It is
also the reason why the poppy
grew so well in Flanders fields
during WW1 – disturbed there, not
for agriculture, but by the
tramping of army boots, the
movement of guns and other
equipment, the digging of trenches
and all the other violent
interactions of warfare. Where

men lay dying, the poppy thrived,
and since WW1 it has been, first
the Imperial, and then, after 1931,
the Commonwealth symbol of
remembrance for fallen soldiers.
It is this symbolism that links
the poppy to the Royal British
Legion, which was formed in 1921
to give help to former soldiers in
finding employment and homes.
When it was established, Earl Haig,
the founder, was persuaded to
adopt the poppy as the Legion’s
emblem. Nine million replicas of
poppies were made in 1921, and
then sold on 11th November. They
sold out very quickly and raised
£106,000 to help the veterans.
Today 40,000 volunteers distribute
40 million poppies annually. They
are already on sale in the shops,
pubs etc. and will be used in
people’s buttonholes, in fields of
remembrance, at the cenotaph and
other war memorials, and in
services of remembrance across the
Country.
The poppy remains our
humble, poignant symbol of
remembrance and hope.
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FAMOUS CHRISTIAN CHORAL MUSIC
Les Ryan
23. Music of the West Gallery
For many, many years before
the advent of the 19th century
Oxford Movement that re-ordered
styles of worship, music in UK
churches was usually provided by
groups of amateur singers and
probably instrumentalists. They
sang and played in the west-end
galleries of the buildings.

collection of sacred music for
churches with no organ, but which
could muster amateur singers who
performed from the west gallery.
They were probably accompanied
by an ad hoc band of stringed,
percussion and wind instruments –
whoever was available!
Their music was popular,
jaunty, folksy, singable and full of
memorable tunes. Much of
Playford’s music comprised
popular (but simple) metrical
versions of the Psalms, hymns and
carols.

‘West gallery music was once
very common and popular
throughout the land……’
Few village and even town
churches had organs before the 19th
century. All Saints in Oystermouth
had a west gallery and two local
churches still have them – St
Teilo’s Bishopston and St Mary’s
Pennard. St Joseph’s Catholic
Cathedral in Swansea retains its
west gallery which now houses the
organ as well as its singers. West
gallery music was once very
common and popular throughout
the land in village and town
worship.
In 1702 Henry Playford
published The Divine Companion, a

‘...accompanied by an ad hoc
band of stringed, percussion
and wind instruments…’
A popular west gallery carol
was While Shepherds Watched set to
the jolly folk tune On Ilkley Moor
baht ‘at. Another west gallery
favourite was Charles Wesley’s ‘O
for a thousand tongues to sing’ sung
to an appropriately happy tune
called Lyngham by Thomas Jarman
(a tailor by profession) where, half
way through, the men begin with
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‘The triumphs of his grace’ which
is immediately echoed joyously by
the sopranos and altos.
In Thomas Hardy’s novel
Under the Greenwood Tree we read
about the west gallery musicians’
carol singing out-of-doors on
Christmas Eve. Hardy was from a
family of west gallery musicians.
One reason for the tradition of
singing carols in the open air was
that some clergy regarded the carol
words as far too secular for a
religious service – think of The
Holly and the Ivy, I saw three ships,
Good King Wenceslas.

sedate, prayerful, less exuberant
style of worship in fitting with the
more serious Victorian outlook.
The publication in 1861 of Hymns
Ancient and Modern and the English
Hymnal (1906) hastened this major
change in music for worship.
There were often complaints
about the conduct of the gallery
bands and singers. So, as
traditional today, the singers were
moved to the chancel stalls where
the vicar could keep a wary eye on
the behaviour of the performers!
Now there is a growing
movement to reinstate long
forgotten west gallery music for
the Church. There is a West Gallery
Music Association (formed in 1990)
that promotes singing events,
workshops and services
comprising the rich heritage of
British west gallery music.

‘...a more sedate, prayerful,
less exuberant style of
worship…’
What happened to the west
gallery singers and bands? The
nineteenth century Oxford
Movement called for a more

LLWYNDERW CHORALE
Les & Penny Ryan
The Chorale is busy rehearsing for the Advent Carol Service at
Holy Cross on Sunday November 27th at 6pm and the Christmas Carol
Service at Clyne on Sunday December 18th also at 6pm. We are planning
to sing The Advent Message, People look East, The Calypso Carol, On
Christmas Night, & There were many babies born. We shall also be singing a
choral prayer Non Nobis Domine by William Byrd.
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IMPROVE OUR VISION
I’d opened the car-park and
eco toilet at the reserve (it was my
turn on the rota) and had time to
walk the path alongside the River
Stour. A female hairy dragonfly
was hawking the river – I caught
my breath as it flew over the bank
and alighted on some long grass
very near where I was standing. It
hung there vertically in typical
hawker fashion. ‘Hairies’ are a
small dragonfly in the ‘hawker’
group, usually the first of that
group to appear (in spring/early
summer). Like all hawkers they
seem to be constantly on the wing,
not perching obligingly for the
camera as some dragonflies do,
and their jinking flight makes them
hard to photograph. I’ve tried a
few times and failed miserably.

when I lowered my binoculars,
looked away for a moment and
then looked back, I realised that if I
hadn’t seen the dragonfly land, I
would almost certainly have
missed it. It all but disappeared
against its surroundings. How
could colours so vibrant serve as
such excellent camouflage? It takes
a bit of practice to get your eye in
to notice things in nature. I’m still
very much a learner.
Paul says to the Christians in
Thessalonica (1 Thessalonians 5:18),
‘Give thanks in all circumstances.’
I think, despite decades of trying to
follow Jesus, I’m still a learner in
this too. I’ve not found it easy. It
struck me that it’s like that hairy
dragonfly – in the busyness and
messiness of life, it’s easy to miss
the beautiful things that are there
to give thanks for. That dragonfly
triggered a resolve to ask God to
give me better vision to see the
things he puts my way that
deserve my thanks.

‘Give thanks in all circumstances.’

So seeing one resting was a
bit special. I didn’t have my
camera with me (that’s the way it
goes) but did have my close-focus
binoculars and the dragonfly filled
the view. Its colours were so
vibrant and its markings so
distinct. It was beautiful. And yet,

Written for the A Rocha
‘Foxearth Meadows’ Prayer
Newsletter by Andy Jowitt
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CYTÛN
MUMBLES CHURCHES TOGETHER
Felicity Padley
The main event in October
was the Tea held in Llwynderw
Parish Hall, followed by the
Service in Holy Cross on Sunday
9th. We had well over 40 people
present, which was excellent, as a
number of other events were
taking place on that afternoon.
Thank you to everyone from
our Parish, who came and helped
with the organisation, and
welcomed our guests from the
Mumbles Churches. It was a truly
ecumenical event, and the
enjoyment generated was shown
in the intense chatter over the tea,
and in the numbers of people who
stayed to take part in the Service.
It was lovely to welcome

back Sarah and Jeremy Harris, and
to hear from Sarah of the work
being done to support those in
need at the St Mary’s Brunch Club.
We thank Sarah, Biddy and Les for
the organisation of, and music in
the Service.
The total sum raised for the
Brunch Club, from the sale of
tickets and donations was a
generous £360.00.
Do please support the next
event, which will be a Coffee
morning at Castleton Chapel, in
Newton Road on Wednesday 9th
November. There will be
Christian charity catalogues
available, and goods for sale.
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Mothers’ Union, Llwynderw Branch - All are welcome
What a busy Autumn! Our
Annual Gathering of 500
members, in Belfast on 23 & 24
September went well & provoked
some important conversations that
will hopefully lead to some
exciting changes. It was a packed
programme dominated by member
stories exploring the theme of
‘Transformation – Now!’ - more to
follow.
9 – 15 October was Prisons
Week. MU not only sponsors
Prisons Week, but members also
work to support prisoners and
their families to build and sustain
better relationships. One of the
programmes, ‘Being Dad’, is being
run in a young offenders’ prison in
Lichfield Diocese. The aim is to
build confidence in the young
offenders as parents, & improve
their relationship with their
children.
More about this is at https://
www.mothersunion.org/projects/
prison-work and
https://www.mothersunion.org/
news/being-dad

At https://youtu.be/
UqKC6s0ttJE MU members
Annette Cole and Pauline McCalla
talk about their experiences in
volunteering in the Visitors Centre
at Wormwood Scrubs.
1 in 3 women worldwide are
subjected to some form of violence
or abuse during their lifetime. MU
is committed to ending this,
through its year-round activities &
campaigning as well as specific
focuses.

This year MU is proud to
partner with Women’s Aid. We
are asking everyone if they will
Come Together to End Domestic
Abuse – women, men and young
people together. The campaign
was launched on 11 October,
which is also the International Day
of the Girl Child.
Together we are able to raise
even more awareness, dispel
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myths and create safe spaces.
Together we can be the agents of
change. For further information:
https://www.mothersunion.org/
partnerships/womensaid
On 18 October co-leaders of
Llwynderw MU Branch, Hazel
Somers & Elaine Griffiths attended
the MU Gower Archdeaconry
Council meeting in Penllergaer.
An excellent presentation was
given by Liz Jones from Llandaff
Diocese about their caravan at
Trecco Bay which provides ‘Away
From It All Holidays’ for families
in difficulty. Our Diocesan MU
allocates & finances 4 of the
holidays each year.
Our Trustees have decided
to hold the 2023 Subscription at
£25, being the fourth year at this
rate. For 2023 Mary Sumner House
(MU HQ) have agreed to only
increase the amount they receive
from members by £1, from £20 to
£21. Our Diocese will thus receive
a net subscription of £4 per
member to cover MU Diocesan
administration costs.
If the number of members is
maintained at the 2022 level of 543,
then the net subscription received
by the Diocese will be £2,172 and
the Trustees will again have to
draw on reserves. It should be

noted that three out of the last 4
years the Trustees have drawn on
reserves. This cannot continue
indefinitely.
12 years ago the Diocese was
receiving £4 a member from the
Subscription. Then we had 1,157
members which brought in £4,628
per year to cover Diocesan
Expenses. Though the Trustees
keep the expenses as low as
possible and look for new ways of
doing things the amount raised
from members subscriptions is not
enough.
It is imperative that our
Diocese MU increases its
membership and fund-raising
income for future budgets & the
2022 Action & Outreach Budget of
£6,150 which is as follows:
Away from it All - 4 holidays
£2,000
Support of the 4 Safe Houses in the
Diocese £2,600
Hospital Chaplaincy Crosses £300
Marriage Exhibitions £50
Royal Welsh Show - providing
Hospitality in the Church Tent
£200
Faith in Families £1,000
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Our next Llynderw Branch
meeting on Tuesday 1 November
is planned to start at 2.15pm with a
celebration of the Eucharist at Holy
Cross Church followed by
refreshments & a preview of a
presentation about MU action
supported by Llwynderw Branch.
On Friday 4 November it is
Llywnderw Branch’s turn to
participate in the 11am MU
Eucharist at St Mary’s, Central
Swansea
At 12.30pm on Saturday 26
November at St Mary’s, there will
be a service to remember the 16
Days of Activism against
Domestic Violence & Gender

Abuse.
At 2pm on Monday 28
November at St Mary’s there will
be an Advent Service for the
Archdeaconry led by Revd Sue
Knight.
It is hoped that on 6
December Llwynderw Branch will
be able to celebrate Christmas with
lunch and festivities in the Parish
Hall following a celebration of the
Eucharist at an earlier time than
usual.
OUR MEETINGS ARE
OPEN TO ALL.
WE LOOK FORWARD TO
WELCOMING YOU.
Elaine Griffiths

WCC LOGO
About the WCC logo (page 10): The church is portrayed as a boat
afloat on the sea of the world with the mast in the form of a cross. These
early Christian symbols of the church embody faith and unity and carry
the message of the ecumenical movement. The word oikoumene, from
which the term “ecumenical” derives, means “the whole inhabited
earth”.
It is a community of churches on the way to visible unity in one
faith and one eucharistic fellowship, expressed in worship and in
common life in Christ. It seeks to advance towards this unity, as Jesus
prayed for his followers, "so that the world may believe." (John 17:21)
The World Council of Churches (WCC) is the broadest and most
inclusive among the many organized expressions of the modern
ecumenical movement, a movement whose goal is Christian unity.
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PS to HYPERMILING
Felicity Padley
Since last month, I have
discovered that Google Maps’ Sat
Nav now provides not just the 3
shortest routes to a given
destination, but now defines the
one which is “Eco”, the one which
they define as offering the best
miles per gallon, so providing the
greenest, least polluting option,
which should also therefore be the
cheapest.
It sounds good but does offer
some complications. If you go
from Blackpill to Gorseinon, the
“Eco” route takes you through
Sketty Park, and on to Gowerton.
That means going over 23 speed
bumps, even before taking into

account the potholes (deep and
numerous).
Alternatively, you could go
from Blackpill to Salisbury, which
is fine, except when you are going
through Bath, where the route
takes you past a toll (a gentleman
holding out a bowl to collect £1
coins), over a series of mediaeval
packhorse bridges, and along
several very narrow single-track
lanes. The traffic though moves in
both directions, so you have to be
prepared to back for anything up
to a quarter of a mile, to find a
passing place! “Eco”??!

“Do what you can with what you have, where you are.”
Theodore Roosevelt
Resourceful means:
1. Having the ability to find clever ways to overcome difficulties.
2. Having the necessary resources to adapt to different situations and
effectively solve problems
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LIGHTHOUSES
Do you have a Lighthouse
Mack?

people in the Parish have a
treasured Lighthouse Mack
suitable to protect them from
Swansea’s wettest weather, and we
have been planning a mass
photograph which we hope to send
to the makers.
So, if you are one of the
owners of a Lighthouse Mack,
please can you wear/bring it to the
10.00am Parish Service in Clyne
Chapel on Sunday 4th December,
when the photographer will line us
all up for a stunning picture??!!!

We have been aware for
some time that a largish number of

Many thanks, Felicity P.

SMARTIE CHALLENGE
Thank you to everyone who
returned their Smartie tube with a
contribution for the Mission to
Seafarers. The total amount raised
is a magnificent £1,141.56 (plus a
few random overseas coins!), but if
you wish to add a further
contribution, please do not hesitate
to do so!
Many thanks, Felicity P.
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FILM CLUB
3 November 2022

Oklahoma
(Maureen Lipman and Hugh Jackman)

17 November 2022

Made of Honour
(Patrick Dempsey and Michelle Monaghan)

1 December 2022

Made in Dagenham
(Bob Hoskins and Sally Hawkins)

15 December 2022

The Christmas Candle
(Hans Matherson and Samantha Barks)

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

At Rest
Amy Grace Locke (Grace)

PLEASE NOTE
Reverend Hywel’s day off is Monday.
He would be grateful to be spared all but emergency calls that day.
Thank you.
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ENTHUSIASTIC ENCOURAGEMENT
Reverend Biddy
As I write, I have just
returned from London where I
received the Bronze Award from
the Association for Church Editors.
The Patron of the charity is
Lord Leslie Griffiths of Burry Port
and it was a privilege to meet him
and to hear what he had to say
about the importance of parish
magazines.
Lord Griffiths is a British
Methodist minister, politician and
life peer who served as President
of the Methodist Conference from
1994 to 1995. A member of the
Labour Party, he was an
opposition spokesperson and whip
in the House of Lords from 2017 to
2020.

Secondly, parish magazines
present a pastoral opportunity to
move beyond congregations and to
make community groups more
aware of one another. And parish
magazines also help us to become
more aware of the other church
communities in both the Ministry
Area and in Cytûn. This wider
dissemination serves to move us
away from inward gaze.
‘Balanced and trusted
reporting...can enhance
community relations.’
Thirdly, he talked of the
power of the written word to
gather round a ‘movement’. He
talked of balanced reporting that
can be trusted and with insights
into local issues. Such reporting
can enhance community relations.
I found his address very
interesting, thought provoking
and challenging all at once! He is
an amazing raconteur and he
hooked his three points onto some
of his life experiences - as a
journalist, an ordained minister
and his service in Haiti - which
consolidated his message.

‘Don’t report ourselves to
ourselves.’
He made three points. First
he counselled against reporting
ourselves to ourselves! As I looked
back to the very early editions in
my editorship in 2001, that is
exactly what we did!
‘Don’t waste a pastoral
opportunity.’
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As I ponder on his address I
try to apply his wisdom to our
publication. As I have said, when I
took on the editorship I was very
inexperienced. I had no journalistic
background and only rudimentary
desktop publishing skills and a
vague understanding of
computing.

So what can we learn from
all this? I think the biggest lesson
for me has been realizing that we
can never stand still. Life is a
journey and to journey is to
change. Fr Danny’s enthusiastic
encouragement helped me to move
on - indeed it was he who
encouraged me to become a
Reader.
An expression I heard
recently is Transformative
Education which says ‘Try this!’
Isn’t this what Bishop John is
saying to us today as we move into
Ministry Areas with a whole new
way of working together? His
positive experience in St Asaph is
what sustains his enthusiasm
today. He knows it works!
So for us, our journey is
taking a new direction as we
absorb all the things Lord Griffiths
talked about - turning our gaze
outward toward the other
congregations in the Ministry Area
and Cytûn. It’s about getting to
know our brothers and sisters and
considering how we can journey
together into the future as a
Christian family reaching out to
our community with the love of
Jesus.

‘Applying Lord Griffiths’
wisdom.’
The magazine I inherited had
been produced in a different age a time when computers were not
widely used. It was very much
aimed at members of the parish
and would have had limited
appeal to anyone who was not a
member.
While ‘Llwynderw’ doesn’t
yet meet all Lord Griffiths’ criteria,
it continues to evolve. It took a
huge leap forward with the arrival
of Fr Danny in 2007. A people
person with great design and
photography skills he soon set
about encouraging me to make
changes, not just telling me but by
being actively supportive. My
inbox was always full of photos
and his enthusiasm was infectious!
Then I discovered the
Association for Church Editors
which has been a further blessing.

With every blessing, Biddy
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DOWN 2 EARTH
PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LTD

•
•
•
•
•

All aspects of Home and Grounds Maintenance
Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom Installations
Painting and Decorating Service
All projects Fully Managed
Free Estimates and all Work Fully Insured
Mike Timbrell 07813 055357
down2earthltd@icloud.com

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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Contact Andrew, Dafydd,
Rachel or Lauren

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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To enquire about advertising costs please contact the Editor
Details on page 4

MUSIC TUITION

West Cross
Dental Practice

Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute
& Theory of Music

Andrew Llewellyn BDC
NHS, Private & Denplan

Nick Kiley

BA (Hons) PGDip (RNCM) PGCE

54c Mulberry Avenue
West Cross
Swansea
SA3 5HA
Telephone: 404405

Telephone:
07929 009772

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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H
HERITAGE
CARPET & FLOORING LTD
Specialists in carpet, wood,
laminate & vinyl
422 Gower Road, Killay,
Swansea, SA2 7AJ
Tel/Fax: 01792 202 021
www.heritagecarpetandflooring.com

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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HEADS TOGETHER

DON PIPER

Unisex Hair & Fashion Care
Perming/Tinting/Colouring
And Creative Designs
NEW!
O.P.I Gel Nails

Gentlemen’s Hairdresser
Established 1962
Customer Care
our speciality

14 Queen’s Road
Mumbles
Tel: 366576

134 West Cross Lane,
West Cross, Swansea
(01792) 401471

Open Tuesday 9-4 Wednesday & Saturday 10-4
Thursday 10-5 Friday 9-5

GLYNDERI COTTAGE
01874 636878
SENNYBRIDGE
BRECON
POWYS
LD3 8TS

Rebekah Robertson
54 Newton Road
Mumbles, SA3 4BQ

Walk - Explore - Relax

Tel: 01792 732177

www.glyndericottage.co.uk

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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Christ in Majesty
at Holy Cross Church
Fairwood Road

Clyne Chapel
Blackpill

Printed by BDP Wales, 14 Brynymor Road, Swansea
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