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CLERGY
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(Vicar)
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Tel: 01792 403957
Email: rev.hywel@outlook.com
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The Reverend Biddy M S Wigley
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SERVICES IN THE PARISH
Sunday

9.30am
11.00am

Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

Holy Cross
Clyne Chapel

Wednesday

10.30am

Holy Eucharist

Clyne Chapel

Thursday

10.00am

Holy Eucharist

Holy Cross

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,
of the names of those who are sick.
The Chapel of St Faith is open daily for Foodbank drop-offs only.
Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with
The Reverend Hywel Griffiths
The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion
of the sick or infirm at any time.
The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing.

WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS
Tuesdays

6.00-7.00pm

Wednesdays 9.45am
Fridays

Yoga with Caitlin
Spinning Tots with Miss Lizzie

A fun introduction to dance, movement & ballet
for children aged 18 months to 4 years .

9.30-12 noon Community Art Class
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READER
Dr Felicity Padley

32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill
Email: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com

Tel: 402437

LAY WORSHIP TEAM
Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Esther Searle
PAROCHIAL OFFICERS

Parish Wardens
Vicar’s Warden Mrs Lesley Morris
65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty, SA2 8EW
People’s Warden Miss Kate Richard
6 Ffynone Close, Uplands, SA1 6DA

Tel: 514769
Tel: 642297

PCC Secretary

Dr Felicity Padley
32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill, SA3 5BX

Tel: 402437

PCC Treasurer

Mr Bob Wigley
5 Whitegates, Mayals, SA3 5HW
Email: bobandbiddywigley@gmail.com

Tel: 405404

Parish Organist

Mr Leslie Ryan, BA (hons mus), LCCMD,
AWCCM, CertEd (Wales)
43 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, SA3 5DB

Tel: 406062

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL
can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions
Contact: The Reverend Hywel Griffiths
Telephone: 403957
PARISH ACTIVITIES
Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Mondays at 3.15pm
Eden Bus, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Sundays at 4.00pm
Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday
Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080
Film Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512

Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders:
Hazel Somers: 401705 & Elaine Griffiths: 208269
Get Crafty Group. Every Friday
Sian Griffiths: 403957

Llwynderw Chorale meets occasionally to prepare for important services.
Contact Les and Penny Ryan: 406062
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CHURCH IS LIKE AN ORCHESTRA
Canon Arthur

D

ear Friends,

fund raiser as we soon have to
issue an appeal to raise money for
the church roof’! And so it
continues…. As I listened to this
litany whenever we met, it struck
me that what these good people
were really asking for was the
angel Gabriel who possessed all
these gifts, and not a humble
parish priest who would possess
some!

For many years I served on what
was then called ‘The Diocesan
Board of Patronage’ – a committee
of elected representatives of the
diocese responsible for nominating
“What sort of vicar
do you want?”
clergy to various parishes when
they were vacant. The bishop
chaired this group and in addition
to the elected members, there were
two representatives from the
parishes seeking a new vicar. At
our meeting the first question that
the bishop inevitably asked the
parish representatives was: ‘What
sort of a vicar do you want?’ And
the floodgates opened with a
variety of answers! ‘A married
man, (this was before women were
ordained) preferably with
children’, ‘a priest who’s good with
children’, ‘a good preacher’, ‘a
diligent pastor who will visit us’,
‘an efficient administrator’ and,
yes, ‘he must be an enthusiastic

One of the things we discover
when we look at the New
Testament Church is that it consists

“Ours is a shared ministry”
of men and women, who having
their own gifts, share in its
ministry. St Paul tells us that the
Church is the Body of Christ of
which we are members, each
having a particular function. This
means that we share in ministry in
the parish and do not depend on
the vicar to perform all the tasks.
Never in the New Testament is
there a hint that the Church is a
5

one man band! Ours is a shared
ministry. This has been brought
home to me recently. In our parish
we have just lost three good church
people who have each in different

share their ministry with us in
Word (preaching) and Sacrament.
I like the image of the Church as
an orchestra in which the priest’s
job is to be like the conductor
interpreting the music of the
Gospel, bringing out its glorious
melodies, sharing with the
orchestra (us) what they have
learnt about its beautiful music,
while ensuring that each member
plays their instrument (their gifts)
with sensitivity and dedication
contributing to the wonderful
performance of the great work
with its variety of rhythms and
harmonies

“Each has his or her own
ministry for which God has
equipped them”
ways contributed their gifts to the
life of the Church: Andrea, with
her charm and concern for others
and her lovely singing voice, Tony,
the practical man delighting in
sharing with Walter those
necessary jobs in and around the
church as well as being ready to
help people with odd jobs at home,
and Mair Ley, quiet and humble,
never missing a Sunday and
possessing a calmness that was
God given – one who simply
worshipped and prayed. I am
conscious of so many who, like
them, share their gifts with us. Our
organist, wardens, servers, flower
arrangers, tea and coffee makers,
Messy Church helpers and so
many more… and I thank God for
them. Each has his or her own
ministry for which God has
equipped them as Hywel and
Biddy and Felicity, our reader,

In all of this, of course we want to
help the Vicar (who so generously
shares his gifts with us) but we do
this best when we recognise the
gifts that God has given us so that
we share in His ministry as St Paul
says: ‘to build up the Body of
Christ’. We cannot do this in our
own strength but God gives us his
grace to help us truly to be His
body here in this place.
May God richly bless you in all
that you do in his Name,

Arthur.
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FAMILY NEWS
We are sad to have lost two of our
longstanding members recently.

Mair Ley had worshipped in the
parish for many years. A quiet,
dignified and humble lady of deep
faith, as she grew older she was so
appreciative of the support she
received from those who sat near her.
We shall miss her quiet but constant
presence and send our loving
sympathy to her family and friends.

Tony & Shirley
on their 60th
wedding
anniversary

Bob Wigley writes:
We were sad to hear that Tony
Hatton had died recently - until his
health deteriorated a few years ago he
had been a much respected and
regular worshipper at Clyne for many
years, serving on the Clyne Church
Council and the PCC, where his
professional expertise was frequently
called upon.

that all was ready for Sunday,
including altar candles and furniture
placement etc., and every couple of
weeks he and Walter would mow the
lawns. Quite simply, if there were any
buildings related issues, Tony would
be involved.
He and Shirley were very helpful in
terms of pastoral care of some of the
older ladies and he was also very
supportive of Shirley in her voluntary
work with the Mumbles RNLI and the
Mumbles Scouts Christmas Post. He
and Shirley were also great supporters
of any church functions, whether
money-raising or simply social!

Some years ago he wrote the
specification for the complete rewiring of Clyne Chapel, and in 2003 he
was heavily involved with me and the
architects in the Clyne Centenary
Project, which continued over a
number of years. Every Friday, when
his wife Shirley and the other ‘flower
ladies’ were preparing for Sunday, he
too would be going about his ‘general
duties’ as he called them, making sure

Tony was a man of integrity who
will be missed by all who knew him,
and we extend our sincere sympathy
to Shirley and all the family.
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THE APPLE
Felicity Padley

T

he Church Times Wall
Planner for 2022 tells me that the
Creation Season starts on
September 1st. The idea of
specifying such a season was first
suggested in 1989 by the
Ecumenical Patriarch of
Constantinople, because the date is
the first day of the Eastern
Orthodox Church’s year, and he
felt that it should be observed as a
day for the protection of the
environment. In 2007, the
European Christian Environment
Network, widened the proposal to
adopt a “Time for Creation”,
stretching from September 1st to
the Feast Day of St Francis of

connected with Creation is the
apple – the forbidden fruit on the
Tree of Knowledge of good and
evil, in Genesis. In reality,
however, the Book of Genesis does
not identify the apple or any other
named fruit as the one which Eve

“the Book of Genesis does
not identify the apple or any
other named fruit as the one
which Eve and Adam ate in
the Garden of Eden”
and Adam ate in the Garden of
Eden. So how did the accepted
argument that it was an apple
evolve?

“Time for Creation
1st September - 4th October”

It is known that apples have
existed and provided food for
humans for between 4,000 and
10,000 years. They probably
originated in the mountains of
Central Asia, and were transported
westwards, along the Silk Road to
Europe. Apples are also
acknowledged, not just in the
Jewish-Christian religion, but in a

Assisi, the Patron Saint of Ecology,
on October 4th. This is now
accepted and supported by the
World Council of Churches. So,
the Creation Season lasts
throughout September.

The plant that immediately
springs to my mind as being
8

number of other religions and also
in long-standing mythology, and it
is the established, popular
Christian tradition, which is
frequently shown in works of art,
that it was an apple that Eve
coaxed Adam to share with her.
However, there are suggestions
that in the past the word “apple”
was used as a general term for any
fruit that was not a berry. This
would, of course, have provided a
much wider scope for the fruit that
was eaten. Another linguistic
point of interest is that the generic
name for apples is Malus. The
Latin term malum, however, means
“evil”. Is this the link, between the
apple – the “evil” half of the Tree
of Knowledge of good (bonum) and
evil (malum)?

where one of them is holding an
apple. When it is Christ, he
represents the second Adam, who
brings life. The differences reflect
how the symbol of the apple has
evolved within Christianity. In the
Old Testament, the apple
represents the fall of man; in the
New Testament it symbolises
man’s redemption from that fall.
Having said that there are other
references to apples in the Old
Testament, which do not put it in
such a bad light. We get the
phrase “the apple of his eye” from
Deuteronomy 32:10, and that is requoted in Psalm 17: 8 “keep me as
the apple of your eye” and again in
Zechariah 2:8 “ for whoever
touches you, touches the apple of
his eye.” The Jews also do not see
the apple as “bad”, because at Rosh
Hashanah – their New Year, they
eat apples that have been dipped
in honey, praying that the new
year will be good (the apple) and
sweet (the honey).

Following the idea about fruit in
art, when Adam is represented
“In the Old Testament, the
apple represents the fall of
man; in the New Testament
it symbolises man’s
redemption from that fall”

Never the less the pattern of the
fall and its redemption is probably
the most emphatic symbolism that
we associate with the apple in the
Bible, and this is beautifully
summarised in the 15th Century
carol – Adam lay ybounden:-

holding an apple in his hand, that
is considered to imply sin, but
there are works of art showing
Jesus and Mary, or Jesus alone,
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Adam lay ybounden,
Bounden in a bond;
Four thousand winter
Thought he not too long.

Blessed be the time
That apple taken was,
Therefore we moun singen,
Deo gracias, Deo gracias,

And all was for an apple,
An apple that he took,
As clerkes finden
Written in their book.

So, as the new season’s British
apples appear in the shops (some
Bramleys are already there) enjoy
your favourite ones and ponder on
what they symbolise in our Faith.

Ne had the apple,
The apple taken been,
Ne had never our lady
A been heavene queen.

Felicity Padley

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
Marriage
Sion Rees and Lauren Phillipa Jones

At Rest
Andrea Bassett
Frances Kennedy
Michael Smale
Mair Ley
Patricia Best

PLEASE NOTE
Reverend Hywel’s day off is Monday.
He would be grateful to be spared all but emergency calls that day.
Thank you.
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A LETTER FOR CREATIONTIDE
1 September - 4 October 2022

Green Christian

C

reationtide, or the Season of
Creation is the period in the
annual church calendar dedicated
to God as Creator and Sustainer of
all life. It is an opportunity for
churches to renew their
commitment to caring for our ‘one
planet home’, and to take action.

was solely for humanity to explore
and exploit, no matter what the
cost?
What Jesus suffered and
achieved is astonishing. God
outside time and history is
watching for the whole of creation
to be reconciled in pure, unselfish,
boundless love. That love became
real in the extraordinary person of
Jesus, human yet divine; divine yet
human.

“...this beautiful world is
trashed by the global festival
of consumerism?”
We are dismayed by what we see
unfolding around us and yet feel
powerless to do anything. I find
myself thinking: how can we bear
to sing songs of praise to our
Creator, and yet be bystanders
while this beautiful world is
trashed by the global festival of
consumerism?

Bishop John Pritchard writes that
Jesus brought a counter-culture
narrative, set against the
prevailing wisdom of the times.
He says: “Truly following Jesus
gives Christians a wonderful
mandate to be radically different…
and an opportunity for Christians
to be seen as distinctive
alternatives to the atomized selfassertive lifestyles of today.”

Humankind has forgotten how to
live with creation. We have
forgotten that we are
interdependent with each other,
with all species, flora and fauna.
Can we really believe that all this

This Creationtide let us be that
distinctive alternative.
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CYTÛN
MUMBLES CHURCHES TOGETHER
Felicity Padley

I

t has been a busy Summer for
Cytûn. There have been 6 Sankey
Hymn Singing sessions on
Tuesday evenings, each in a
different chapel or church. Many
people, I’m sure, will have heard
of Moody and Sankey, who

maximum number of hymns being
779. In the final edition, many of
the tunes and lyrics were not
Sankey’s, only about 200 were
written or arranged by him. It is
however an edition of those 1200
hymns that has been used for each
of the sessions held in Mumbles
during July and August.

“Moody and Sankey made
their first joint evangelistic
tour of Britain between 1873
and 1875”

Sankey wrote very few hymns
himself, but he did compose and/
or arrange new tunes for many
hymns, especially those written by
Fanny Crosby, and also by Frances
Ridley Havergal. Havergal, of
course, lived for a time, and died
in Caswell, and there is a memorial
plaque to her in Newton – right in
our Mumbles Churches’ area.

worked in both North America
and Europe. Moody preached and
Sankey sang, and they made their
first joint evangelistic tour of
Britain between 1873 and 1875,
immediately after Sankey
published his first collection of
hymns in 1873.

The Methodist Church held a
very successful Book Sale, in the
Victoria Hall during the first week
of August, and on Saturday 13th
the Mumbles Churches Together
held their first ever Prayer Walk. 14
people took part in the very short
stroll from outside the Police

His book Sacred Songs and Solos
was completed in 1907, the year
Clyne Chapel was built, and since
then many impressions have been
printed. It contains 1200 hymns,
which makes Hymns Ancient and
Modern look rather small with its
12

Station, down Newton Road, and
onto the sea front, finishing outside
Mumbles Methodist Church.
Prayers were said at the start and
finish of the walk and outside
Pippins, Tuckers and beside the
sea. It was a very hot morning,
and there were not many people
about, but several stopped and
expressed interest in what we were
doing.

their works of art.
Looking forward there will be an
Ecumenical Tea on the afternoon of
October 9th, at 4.00pm in
Llwynderw Parish Hall. We hope
as many people as possible from
Llwynderw will be able to support
this and welcome our guests from
the other churches and chapels in
the area.
“Churches Together Tea on
the afternoon of October 9th,
at 4.00pm in Llwynderw
Parish Hall”

Future events will include
Mumbles Festival of Music and the
Arts held in All Saints Church
during September. Hywel Evans
will be involved in a number of the
concerts, including one with his
cousin, Ros. Both are, of course,

The tea is designed to raise
money for a chosen charity, which
this year is St Mary’s Church,
Swansea’s Wednesday Brunch.
Sarah Harries joined the last Cytûn
Committee meeting to give us
some details of how the brunch
helps people in Central Swansea,
and we do hope that we will be
able to welcome her and Jeremy
back to Holy Cross on October 9th.
Tickets for the tea will cost £5 (all
the money goes to the Brunch).
There will be a short Evening
Prayer Service in the Church at the
end of the afternoon.

“Mumbles Festival of Music
and the Arts in which
Llwyndrew members will
play a significant part”
excellent musicians who were
brought up and nurtured in our
Parish. There will also be flower
displays during the second week
of the Festival, starting on
September 10th – the day of the
Gwalia Singers’ concert at 7.00pm.
Both Jacky Rees and Tracy
Richards are contributing window
displays for the flower festival, so
do please visit the church to see

Felicity Padley
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RECONCILIATION
How can we follow the model of Jesus and
lead in a way that crosses divides,
navigates disagreement and points to
God?

violent of circumstances at perhaps the
most difficult time God’s world has
ever seen in the past one hundred
years.
“This is the day-to-day reality we
face in a changing world. It is against
this backdrop that I share two stories
of Mothers’ Union’s response to
situations of conflict and division.
“The first story is from the Province
of South Sudan. We were excited to
engage 160 women from South Sudan,
all diocesan leaders, in our
consultation process ‘Mothers’ Union
Listens, Observes, Acts’.

Sheran Harper, MU Worldwide
President, addressed this topic at the
Lambeth Conference attended by 650
or so Anglican Bishops, and spouses.

“We were in session but we sensed
the atmosphere wasn’t quite right.
Quietly, we could feel the restlessness
and hear the almost silent whispers,
“They are the ones that killed our
children”.

“We have seen the suffering and we
have seen what has been happening in
our beloved world. God’s world.
Indeed, women and families are often
powerful forces for reconciliation right
across the world. And may I say in
the same breath, that women and
families suffered most in times of
division and conflict, and also on the
long journey of reconciliation. Women
and girls always seem to be on the
frontline of the harshest and most

“We stopped. The baggage was
heavy. The burden was unbearable.
Being in close proximity with those
who caused years and years of pain
and agony was not conducive to
interacting or learning.
“We had to take quick action. We
stopped and we consulted with the
One who gave us this work. We fell to
14

our knees and we prayed to Him and
positioned ourselves to hear from
Him.

gives immense hope and new life.
“And it became clear to them, “We
thought that we were the only ones
hurting,” they said, “but in our sharing
we realised that we are all hurting and
there is a need for healing if we are to
move forward.”

“Then we started again. We use
Bible studies which touch hearts and
we could feel the fresh pain that came
with a willingness to let go. They
wanted to surrender, and they wanted
to feel the power of God’s forgiveness
and forgiving each other. They
willingly laid down their burdens,
asked each other’s forgiveness and
prayed for God’s healing. As they lay
down their titles, they recognised that
they are one family, one body in
Christ.

“Today, three years later, laying
down burdens is an integral part of
their Mothers’ Union community
work and the women take the light of
Christ and the Bible studies to every
community they visit, whether it is to
the refugee camps or their own local
communities. They want to take
everyone on the journey of hope and
to spread the good news of peace and
reconciliation.

“They lit candles at the beginning of
each day, signifying the light of Christ
in their midst bringing healing and
hope as they laid down their burdens.

“My second story comes from the
settlement of the Province of Formosa,
Argentina, where women and families
are engaged in the amazing work of
peace in areas of conflict and division.

“in our sharing we realised that
we are all hurting and there is a
need for healing if we are to
move forward.”
“The Bible studies spoke volumes
as they studied them together in
different languages. The Genesis story
spoke of men and women being made
in the image of Christ. The Mary
Sumner story helped to stop early
marriages. The story of Esther laying
down her life for her people
encourages people to make the
necessary sacrifices to bring peace.
And the woman with the cloak
reaching out when all else had failed

“A crowd of men and women were
walking towards the police station
which put the entire police force on
alert, high alert. The situation was an
everyday occurrence as the police had
to often take action against young
people who continued to break the
law and they were accustomed, so
accustomed to crowds of angry
mothers bombarding the police station
and protesting – you know how we
mothers can be!
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“As usual, the police approached the
women and asked them to declare
their intention, and they were shocked
this time when the women said, “We
have come to pray for you and for your
job.”

clear in these stories and so important
in a fractured world. We are all called
and equipped by God to work
together, have the necessary dialogue
and promote a culture of peace and
hope which is transformative. In the
dark moments women prayed deeply,
seeking the light, humility and
forgiveness, a gift that only Christ can
give. They go to extremes, serving as
advocates for conflict prevention,
reconciliation and peace building in
order to protect the most vulnerable
and those at risk.

“The police were deeply moved
when the women began to pray for
them and asked them for forgiveness,
so different to the confusion they used
to cause before. They publicly prayed
for God’s blessing on the policemen
and women and on their jobs in
maintaining the law. This was the
beginning of healing, peace and
transformation in this community.

“My friends, in a world that is
divided, conflicted and hurting, it is
more important than ever for us to
learn how to handle conflict and
disagreement, put the process of
reconciliation into action and embrace
the new course that brings
opportunities for peace and
reconciliation.”

“Several years have gone by and the
police continue to call the women of
AMARE (Mothers’
Union) to help resolve
the problems of the
community and they
said, “The politicians
and local leaders could
not bring peace in division and conflict,
but AMARE mothers did. Our youths are
better off now.”

The address (no need to belong to
Facebook) may be viewed from 52.20
mins into
https://www.facebook.com/
LambethConference/
videos/814040336430377/

“My brothers and sisters, the
perspective of women and families is

Elaine Griffiths

Thank you to Dave Owen, who lent me the service booklet for the
Opening and Dedication of The Church of Holy Cross, reproduced in
the following pages, as we celebrate Holy Cross Patronal Festival on
11th September.
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FAMOUS CHRISTIAN CHORAL MUSIC
Les Ryan

21. Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring by J S Bach

C

omposed in 1723 when
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
had just been appointed as
Kapellmeister (Master of the
church music) to St Thomas
Church Leipzig where there was a
fine organ and thriving choir. Bach
had oversight of the music in the
five Lutheran churches there, but
his work was principally at St
Thomas with its choir of men,
students and boys. The boys choir
was particularly famous and
skilled. Bach also had access to the
Leipzig University student
musicians and singers who
frequently assisted on Sundays at
St Thomas.

turned it down!

One of Bach’s tasks was to
compose cantatas for the St
Thomas Choir, almost on a weekly
basis. A cantata is often called ‘a
sermon in music‘. They were
extended anthems based on Bible
readings for the particular Sunday.
The music comprised choruses,
solos and duets, probably some
“A cantata is often called ‘a
sermon in music”

orchestral music and usually
ended with a hymn – known as a
chorale. Cantatas could last around
20 mins! And services there
sometimes lasted three hours!
‘Jesu, joy of man’s desiring’ was part
of cantata 147. It’s written with a
catchy melody in the style of the
folk dance known as a jig – the
dance music stops fairly frequently
when the choir sings a line of the

As Lutheranism was the official
version of Christianity in that part
of Germany, Bach was actually
employed by the town council and
lived in council accommodation.
He was not first choice for the job
and was only appointed when
another composer, Telemann,
24

chorale. The music is certainly
joyful and is one of Bach’s most
popular sacred pieces. Some may
recall the great English pianist
Dame Myra Hess who transcribed
the music for piano solo. Her
recordings of ‘Jesu, joy’ became
well-loved.

by James Runcie called ‘The Great
Passion’ which tells of Bach and his
life composing some of the greatest
choral music ever written. My
sincere thanks to Canon Arthur
who kindly let me borrow this
fascinating and absorbing book.
Les Ryan

I must recommend a new book

LLWYNDERW CHORALE
Les & Penny Ryan

T

he Chorale will be singing
two short communion anthems for
Holy Cross Day on 11 September:
‘Lead me Lord’ by S.S. Wesley and
‘Now thank we all our God’ as
composed by J S Bach in his
cantata 129.

from ‘The Armed Man’ by Karl
Jenkins (sung in memory of
Andrea Bassett) and ‘O Praise God
in his holiness’ by Stanford.

They will conclude the service
with a choral prayer, ‘Non nobis
Domine’ by William Byrd.

They then sing at the parish
celebration of Harvest on October
2nd an extract from ‘Benedictus’

Les & Penny Ryan

“My heart, which is so full to overflowing, has often been solaced and
refreshed by music when sick and weary.” Martin Luther
***
“Music… will help dissolve your perplexities and purify your character and
sensibilities, and in time of care and sorrow, will keep a fountain of joy alive in
you.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer
25

WILLIAM MORGAN
died on 10 September 1604
William Morgan was born at Ty
Mawr, Wybrnant, Penmachno, in
1545, and educated at St John’s
College, Cambridge. In 1572 he
became Vicar of Llanbadarn Fawr
and six years later Rector of
Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochant. His life
there was difficult. He had many
bitter enemies in the parish, was
under financial pressure and had
no great library nearby, but here he
worked on the first complete
translation of the Bible into Welsh,
published in 1588.

spiritual life, language, literature
and national consciousness of
Wales. © Celebrating the Saints’
by Robert Atwell.
Recently a seven-foot carved oak
statue of William Morgan has been
moved from its position outside
the Public Hall at Llanrhaeadr into
the Church of St Dogfan. The
statue, was moved by a team of
local farmers, supervised by the
sculptor Barry Davies. The statue
was commissioned 10 years ago as
part of a lottery funded project in
the village, but weather conditions
led to a decision to find an indoor
home for Bishop William.

His translation work, assisted by
contemporaries such as Richard
Parry and John Davies, stands as a
monument in the history of the
Welsh language. For the first time
people in Wales could read the
Bible in their first language. It is
estimated that 1,000 copies of the
original 1588 Bibles were printed,
although today only around 24
copies are known to survive. His
1620 edition, slightly amended to
correct printing errors, became the
standard Welsh Bible until the 20th
century. His translation of the
Bible had a lasting impact on the

Sculptor
Barry Davies
with the
statue
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WILSON CARLILE
died on 26 September 1942
Wilson Carlile, I have recently
discovered, has a connection with
the article by Felicity Padley about
the activities of Cytûn. For that
reason it seems appropriate to
include a little about him.

September 1942.

At the 1930 Lambeth Conference
he explained that the Army sees
bishops as generals of divisions,
vicars as colonels of local
regiments while the Army captains
work under the colonels training
companies for a holy war.

Carlile was born in 1847 in
Brixton. He suffered from a spinal
weakness all his life, which
hampered his education. After a
serious illness, he began to treat his
religion more seriously and
became confirmed in the Church of
England. He acted as organist to
Ira D Sankey during the Moody
and Sankey missions and, in 1881,
was ordained priest, serving his
curacy at St Mary Abbots in
Kensington. The lack of contact
between the Church and the
working classes was a cause of real
concern to him and he began
outdoor preaching. In 1882, he
resigned his curacy and founded
the Church Army, four years after
the founding of the Salvation
Army. Under his influence it
thrived and he continued to take
part in its administration until a
few weeks before his death on 26

He said: “Church Army
evangelists have but little to do
with doctrines and ceremonies,
theology and philosophy; our first
duty is to get each private to fire
on the enemy with the love-shots
of living witness. We believe that
for conversion purposes, a few true
testimonies from keen, consistentliving folk are worth hundreds of
theological discourses.
“As evangelists our chief
business is to call forth sincere
persons to confess with their
mouth as well as with their life.
This they promised to do in their
baptism.”
© ‘Celebrating the Saints’
by Robert Atwell
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MUMBLES FESTIVAL OF
MUSIC AND THE ARTS
PROGRAMME
Tickets can be purchased online,
at All Saints Church on Sunday mornings (cash only),
and at Captains Cabin and Cover to Cover.

3 September

11.00am

Rock Choir

Free with
donations

5 September

6.00pm

Guided Walk of Old Mumbles

£10

10 September

7.00pm

The Gwalia Singers

£10

11 September

3.30pm

The Singing Undertaker

£5

17 September

7.00pm

Morriston RFC Male Choir

£10

18 September

3.00pm

Rising Stars from Gower
College

Free with
donations

21 September

12.30pm

Jazzy Lunch with Dave Cottle

£10

24 September

7.00pm

The Gower Chorale

£10

28 September

7.00pm

All Saints Church Choir

Free with
donations

30 September

7.00pm

The Cottle Brothers Jazz Band

£10

1 October

7.00pm

Swansea Bay Symphony
Orchestra

£10

2 October

7.00pm

Come and Sing: Faure Requiem Free with
donations

Donations will go towards charities supported by All Saints Church:
The Ukraine Appeal, Christian Aid, The Organ Appeal,
Citadel Project for the Homeless Swansea
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THE FIRST (and possibly the only)
QUEEN OF BELIZE
On 21 September 1981 the small,
mid-American country of Belize,
called British Honduras until 1973,
became the last British colony on
the American mainland to gain its
independence. While Belize, like
some Commonwealth realms
chose to recognise the UK
sovereign as its head of state, it
was the only country to grant its
monarch a unique royal title - 'The
Queen of Belize'.

of the Commonwealth, Defender
of the Faith.' Belize is one of the
'other realms and territories'.
As The Queen of Belize,
Elizabeth II is the personal
embodiment of the Belizean
Crown, a position that is shared
with 14 other independent
countries in the Commonwealth of
Nations, each monarchy being
separate and legally distinct.
However, Belize is unique in
having a royal title for its
sovereign.

“The first Queen of Belize
was, and still is, Elizabeth II”
Belize is only 174 miles by 68
miles at its widest parts, has 175
small islands, and borders on
Mexico, Guatemala, and the
Caribbean Sea. In 1981 it had a
population of about 147,000, today
it is over 400,000.

The Queen of Belize is officially
the 'guarantor of continuous and
stable governance and a
nonpartisan safeguard against the
abuse of power.' Some of the
sovereign's powers are exercisable
only by the Queen of Belize. Most,
however, are undertaken by her
representative, the GovernorGeneral of Belize. Since May 2021
this has been Dame Froyla Tzalam,
GCMG who is a Belizean Mopan
Maya anthropologist and
community leader. She is the first
indigenous person of Maya

The first Queen of Belize was,
and still is, Elizabeth II, whose
official title is: 'Elizabeth II, by the
Grace of God, of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and of her other
realms and territories Queen, Head
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descent to serve as governorgeneral in the Commonwealth.

September 15 for independence on
21st. As a descendent of one of the
very early settlers (18th century from
Scotland) I felt I should come, and I
am glad I did. To the surprise of many,
in view of the unrest in March and
April – all went off peacefully. This, of
course, was a relief to us all! . . .
Belizeans, on the whole, are a
complaisant people, and they enjoyed
the parades, floats, and singing and
dancing on the streets. On Sunday
there was the state service at St John's
Cathedral attended by a guard of
honour by the sailors from the frigate
'Ariadne' for Prince Michael of Kent,
the Queen's representative . . . The
band of the Gordon Highlanders
accompanied the hymns and psalms,
and everyone sang lustily. Prince
Michael read the second lesson. . . In
the evening there was the governor's
reception at Old Governors House,
where the royal party was staying for
four days, followed by the lowering
and raising of the flags.

For Belizeans, their ancestry is
important, and can be traced back
to Creoles, Cariba, Mestzos, Mayas,
Europeans/Scottish, North
Americans, Chinese, East Indians
or Lebanese, making it a truly
multicultural society. In June this
year Dame Froyla visited London
to attend one of the Queen's Jubilee
receptions.

“Belize is a truly multicultural
society”
Christianity is the main religion
with Roman Catholicism being
historically the largest. Other
popular denominations are
Seventh Day Adventists, Baptists,
Anglicans, and Pentecostals.
Interestingly, the largest group
after the Roman Catholics in the
2010 census was 'the people who
said they didn't belong to any
religion.'

Lady Erica's letter continues to
describe a mixture of tears and joy,
of loud clapping and silence,
depending on the different views
of the multi-ethnic people as they
listened to speakers from various
parties in authority and different
church leaders. Apart from a few

In a personal letter to a friend,
Lady Erica Wolffsohn, who was
the wife of the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly of British
Honduras from 1954 to 1961
wrote: I returned to Belize on
30

isolated minor incidents, all seems
to have gone smoothly.

nations that decisions about
whether they keep the Queen as
head of state or become a republic
are ‘matters for them to decide’.

Today, however, there is greater
uncertainty about the future of the
role of The Queen of Belize, and it
may well be that the royal title will
soon be confined to history. Last
year, after Prince William and Kate
cancelled their Jubilee state visit to
Belize, the country’s minister for
constitutional and political reform,
Henry Charles Usher, reportedly
told Belize’s parliament: 'Perhaps it
is time for Belize to take the next step
in truly owning our independence.
But it is a matter that the people of
Belize must decide on', and Prince
Charles, the heir to the monarchy
in Belize told Commonwealth

The world could well be
witnessing the end of the British
Royal connection with Belize, but
an even more serious concern for
the country must be that 41 years
after the tears and joy of
independence the UK government
is warning visitors about
increasingly violent incidents
involving tourists, expatriates and
Belizeans due to serious gang
violence and gun crimes. Elizabeth
II may go down in history as the
only Queen of Belize.
Association of Church Editors

THE BEE
NASA has a poster-hanging with bees that reads:
"Aerodynamically a bee's body is not made to fly; the good thing is that the bee
doesn't know".
The law of physics says that a bee cannot fly, the aerodynamic principle says
that the breadth of its wings is too small to keep its huge body in flight, but a
bee doesn’t know, it doesn’t know anything about physics or its logic and flies
anyway.
This is what we can all do. Fly and prevail in every moment in the face of any
difficulty and in any circumstance despite what they say. Let us be bees, no
matter the size of our wings, we take flight and enjoy the pollen of life.
Source unknown
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WILD CHRISTIAN
A Reflection
So, here’s what I want you to do,
God helping you: Take your everyday,
ordinary life – your sleeping, eating,
going-to-work, and walking-around
life – and place it before God as an
offering. Embracing what God does for
you is the best thing you can do for
him. Romans 12:1, The Message.

on the tablet, no Xbox, no electric
piano (my musical niece). For
myself, I’d miss my afternoon
cuppa, my phone with its
dwindling battery, and my ability
to work (I did have Covid at the
time, so it was a blessing in
disguise and a big hint from God
to rest!)

Like many households around
the country, during the storms this
spring we experienced a power
cut. Working remotely, there was a
slight lag between happily chatting
away on a Zoom call and noticing
that I’d been disconnected. The
other adults emerged from our
various home offices whilst my six
nephews and nieces ran around
the house trying all the light
switches.

As the power cut continued into
the evening, we were challenged to
look at our situation in a different
way. Instead of thinking about the
negatives and complaining about
all the things we couldn’t do
without power, what could we do
instead?
So, without the distraction of our
various devices, we completed a
jigsaw puzzle and read books in
the fading light, we enjoyed a
candlelit dinner and a relaxing
colouring-in session and played
board games. For a change, we
spent time together as a family
rather than being tucked away in
our different rooms doing our own
thing. We kept peering out of the
windows looking for signs of light

“we were challenged to look
at our situation in a different
way”
Realising that the power wasn’t
going to come back immediately,
thoughts turned to what
we couldn’t do for the foreseeable
future. The children started listing
things: no TV, no music, no games
32

along the dark street, hoping that
all was well with our neighbours
too.

country.

“How do I treat precious, but
dwindling, resources with
care and love?”

This 9-hour power cut and ‘rest’
from the norm gave me time to
reflect. Firstly, it’s scary how much
I am dependent on energy to live
my daily life. In Romans 12, Paul
urges us to offer our whole lives as
a sacrifice.

Surely, when we say ‘no’ to
something we are also saying ‘yes’
to living in a different way. And
living in a way that is less
individualistic and is mindful of
our part within a greater
community, is a way to live out
Romans 12. Through prayer,
through our actions, and by
speaking out for change, we can
love our neighbours across the
world and build a fairer world that
works for everyone. My
encouragement, in the words of
the Message, is to take your
everyday, ordinary life – your
sleeping, eating, going-to-work,
and walking-around life – and
place it before God as an offering.

“I know I constantly need
God’s help to change from
the inside out”
How do I take my ‘walkingaround life and place it before God as
an offering’ in a manner that also
takes care of God’s earth and in a
way that loves my global and local
neighbours? How do I treat
precious, but dwindling, resources
with care and love? I know I
constantly need God’s help to
change from the inside
out. Thinking about the twin
biodiversity and climate crises,
how can we re-frame the narrative
when we seek to put limits on our
lifestyle, either by personal choice
or by enforcement? For we will all
have to take serious measures to
reduce our carbon footprint in
order to reach net zero as a

This reflection was written by Sara
Kandiah for the Wild Christian email,
‘Nature and Rest.’ Sara is A Rocha
UK’s Eco Church Support Officer.
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DOWN 2 EARTH
PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LTD

•
•
•
•
•

All aspects of Home and Grounds Maintenance
Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom Installations
Painting and Decorating Service
All projects Fully Managed
Free Estimates and all Work Fully Insured
Mike Timbrell 07813 055357
down2earthltd@icloud.com

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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Contact Andrew, Dafydd,
Rachel or Lauren

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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To enquire about advertising costs please contact the Editor
Details on page 4

MUSIC TUITION

West Cross
Dental Practice

Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute
& Theory of Music

Andrew Llewellyn BDC
NHS, Private & Denplan

Nick Kiley

BA (Hons) PGDip (RNCM) PGCE

54c Mulberry Avenue
West Cross
Swansea
SA3 5HA
Telephone: 404405

Telephone:
07929 009772

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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H
HERITAGE
CARPET & FLOORING LTD
Specialists in carpet, wood,
laminate & vinyl
422 Gower Road, Killay,
Swansea, SA2 7AJ
Tel/Fax: 01792 202 021
www.heritagecarpetandflooring.com

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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HEADS TOGETHER

DON PIPER

Unisex Hair & Fashion Care
Perming/Tinting/Colouring
And Creative Designs
NEW!
O.P.I Gel Nails

Gentlemen’s Hairdresser
Established 1962
Customer Care
our speciality

14 Queen’s Road
Mumbles
Tel: 366576

134 West Cross Lane,
West Cross, Swansea
(01792) 401471

Open Tuesday & Thursday 10am - 3.30pm
Friday 9am - 3.30pm Saturday 10am - 12noon

GLYNDERI COTTAGE
01874 636878
SENNYBRIDGE
BRECON
POWYS
LD3 8TS

Rebekah Robertson
54 Newton Road
Mumbles, SA3 4BQ

Walk - Explore - Relax

Tel: 01792 732177

www.glyndericottage.co.uk

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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