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THE PARISH OF LLWYNDERW 
Holy Cross Church & Clyne Chapel, Swansea,  

in the Mumbles Ministry Area 

CLERGY 
The Reverend Hywel D Griffiths 

(Vicar) 
The Vicarage, 17 Eastland Close, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5NU 
Tel: 01792 403957              Email: rev.hywel1961@outlook.com 

The Venerable Jonathan B Davies B.Th 
(Archdeacon of Gower) 

The Parsonage, Fairwood Road, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5JP 
Tel: 01792 512747 Email: archdeacon.gower@churchinwales.org.uk 

The Reverend Biddy M S Wigley 
(Assistant Curate) 

5, Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 
Tel: 01792 405404                Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH 

Sunday 9.30am 

11.00am 

 Holy Eucharist 

Holy Eucharist 
 

Holy Cross 

Clyne Chapel 

Wednesday 10.30am  Holy Eucharist Clyne Chapel 

 

Thursday 10.00am  Holy Eucharist Holy Cross 

 

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,  
of the names of those who are sick. 

The Chapel of St Faith is open daily for Foodbank drop-offs only. 

Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with  
 The Reverend Hywel Griffiths 

 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion  
of the sick or infirm at any time.  

 

The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing. 

WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS 

Tuesdays 6.00-7.00pm Yoga with Caitlin 

Wednesdays 9.45am Spinning Tots with Miss Lizzie 
A fun introduction to dance, movement & ballet 
for children aged 18 months to 4 years. 

Fridays  9.30-12 noon  Community Art Class  
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READER 

Dr Felicity Padley 32 Fernhill Close,  Blackpill                                                                                                
Email: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 

LAY WORSHIP TEAM 
Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Esther Searle 

PAROCHIAL OFFICERS 

Parish Wardens 
Vicar’s Warden 

 
 

People’s Warden 

 
Mrs Lesley Morris  
65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty, SA2 8EW 
 

Miss Kate Richard 
6 Ffynone Close, Uplands, SA1 6DA 

 
Tel: 514769 

 
 

Tel: 642297 
  

PCC Secretary 
  
 

PCC Treasurer 

Dr Felicity Padley 
32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill, SA3 5BX 
 

Mr Bob Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, SA3 5HW 
Email: bobandbiddywigley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 
 

Tel: 405404 

Parish Organist Mr Leslie Ryan, BA (hons mus), LCCMD, 
AWCCM, CertEd (Wales) 
43 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, SA3 5DB 

Tel: 406062 

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL 
 

can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions 
 

Contact:  The Reverend Hywel Griffiths  
Telephone: 403957 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Mondays at 3.15pm 
Eden Bus, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Sundays at 4.00pm 

Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday 
Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080 

Film Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512 

Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders:  
Hazel Somers: 401705 & Elaine Griffiths: 208269 

Get Crafty Group. Every Friday 
Sian Griffiths: 403957 

Llwynderw Chorale meets occasionally to prepare for important services. 
Contact Les and Penny Ryan: 406062 



4 

 

IN THIS ISSUE . . . . . . . 

5. Opportunity in Change 
7. Family News 
8. The Bishops’ Tribute to Her Majesty 
9. Floral Tribute 
10. Royal Musings 
12. The Queen and the Bible 
14. William Tyndale 
15. Queen Elizabeth’s Anglican Faithfulness 
18. Mothers’ Union 
20. Speak with One Voice 
22. Famous Christian Choral Music 
23. Llwynderw Chorale 
24. Hypermiling 
26. Cytûn 
28. National Trust/Parish Registers 
29. Film Club/Reminders 
30. Grapes 
32. The Blessing of Insignificance 

Contributions for the NOVEMBER 2022 issue  
to be received no later than 
Thursday 21st October 2022 

 

for publication on Sunday 30th  October 2022 
   

Rev’d Biddy Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 

 

Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 
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OPPORTUNITY IN CHANGE 

Reverend Hywel 

   I am writing this to you literally 

surrounded by boxes, piled high, 

which need to be emptied and 

unpacked, and their contents be put 

away and put in place, following our 

move from Mayals Avenue to Eastland 

Close. Moving is a massive change in 

our lives, I often think about the 

Israelites moving through the 

wilderness for forty years and the 

changes they had to make on a daily 

basis, how did they manage? Moving 

and change can be stressful, but 

throughout our lives things change 

constantly There has been much 

change this last month for all of us. 

 

 

 

 

 

   Sadly, the Queen who had been a 

constant in our lives for the last 

seventy years is no longer with us, we 

all no doubt, witnessed her funeral 

with all the pomp and ceremony 

which we Brits do so well. But one 

thing that struck me was that even 

though it was our sovereign we were 

saying goodbye to, the church service 

was the same as would be for you or 

me …we are all equal in God’s eyes. 

 

   Another change within our Diocese 

of Swansea and Brecon is that we will 

be moving away from Parishes to 

Ministry Areas. Fortunately for us, our 

Ministry Area will continue as it is 

with Oystermouth, Newton and 

Llwynderw, so no moving or change 

for us. But for other Parishes there will 

be change and moving, they will be 

joining others, to make new Ministry 

Areas, having to learn to work 

together to grow God’s Kingdom. A 

challenge yes, but also a great 

opportunity to come together to learn 

from each other and to appreciate all 

the skills, gifts, and talents we all have 

to offer, changing and moving 

together in a positive manner. 

 

   As we move forward through the 

year the seasons change as we move 

now from summer to autumn and the 

bringing in of the autumn colours. I 

love this time of year with all the 

spectacular colour on display, gold, 

red, orange, and yellow, a magnificent 

display of God’s creation. We celebrate 

the harvest and give thanks to God for 

all his good gifts to us. But then the 

daylight becomes shorter, and the dark  

‘...throughout our lives 
things change constantly…’ 

‘...having to learn to work 
together to grow God’s 
Kingdom…’ 
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nights get longer and not everybody 

likes that. 

 

   There is change and moving in our 

lives every day, and one of the biggest 

changes in our lives is with the death 

of a member of our family or a friend, 

a loved one. This loss is hard to cope 

with. This past month we heard of the 

death of our very dear friend Grace 

Locke, who was a stalwart and faithful 

member of Holy Cross. Our thoughts 

and prayers are with Grace’s family at 

this sad time, thinking in particular of 

Grace’s sister Rochelle. 

 

   Change and moving can be scary…

pulling and taking us out of our 

comfort zone and into what can 

sometimes feel like unknown territory, 

but what we need to remember is, that 

although we move and things change, 

we have a constant in our lives which 

never changes or moves and that is 

God. He has always been and forever 

will be. God was with the Israelites in 

the wilderness all those years ago, and 

he is with us today, through all our 

moving and change. God loves us and 

cares for us and will never forsake us. 

So, whatever challenge we face we do 

not face it alone, but with God 

standing by our side. We can read in 

Deuteronomy 31:8 “The Lord is the 

one who goes ahead of you; He will be 

with you. He will not fail you or 

forsake you. Do not fear or be 

dismayed.” 

 

   God bless, with much love, your 

friend in Christ, Hywel. 

 

 
An illustration commemorating Queen Elizabeth II’s death. (Courtesy of Murphys sketches) 
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  Mark and Lyn Fraser celebrated 

their 50th wedding anniversary on 

9th September. They were married 

at Clyne Chapel on a beautiful 

sunny day with over 100 friends 

and family. 

 

   Dave and Joyce Owen also 

celebrated their 50th Wedding 

anniversary. They were married in 

Holy Cross Church on 30th 

September.  

 

   Warm congratulations to our two 

Golden couples from all your 

friends in the parish.  

 

 

FAMILY NEWS 
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   The news of the death of Her 

Majesty The Queen has been received 

with great sadness by the Bishops of 

the Church in Wales. Like most of the 

population, we have all lived our lives 

within her reign, and have no 

experience of any other monarch in 

the United Kingdom. 

 

   Even so, it is clear that Her Majesty 

was extraordinary in the service and 

dedication she gave to the nation and 

the Commonwealth. We will all be 

mindful of the commitment she made 

on her twenty-first birthday in 1947, 

when she promised her whole life to 

the service of the people. It is a 

commitment from which she never 

flinched, and a service which she gave 

gladly.  

 

   She endured through good times 

and bad, through celebrations and 

setbacks in the life of the nation. 

Whenever she was called upon to 

speak to the nation and the 

Commonwealth, she spoke in a way 

which reminded us of who we were, 

and called us to a greater response and 

more hopeful future. Born into 

privilege, she quietly transformed the 

monarchy so that it adapted itself in 

time. As a person, she typified an 

aspect important to national life, 

service for the greater good of all. 

 

   We are particularly thankful to God 

for Her Majesty’s Christian witness. At 

Christmas, her broadcasts to the 

nation never failed to speak of her 

personal faith in Christ as Saviour. She 

commended love for God and one’s 

neighbour, and her life was lived in a 

way which quietly prioritised a 

commitment to Christian worship on a 

Sunday, and a regime of daily prayer. 

Like so much of her life, this was 

performed without display, but 

sincerely and with great devotion. 

This is an example of faith which we 

will hold dear. 

 

   Our prayers are with the Royal 

family at this sad time. 

The Most Revd Andrew John, Archbishop 

of Wales & Bishop of Bangor 

The Rt Revd Gregory Cameron, Bishop of 

St Asaph 

The Rt Revd Joanna Penberthy, Bishop of 

St Davids 

The Rt Revd June Osborne, Bishop of 

Llandaff 

The Rt Revd Cherry Vann, Bishop of 

Monmouth 

The Rt Revd John Lomas, Bishop of 

Swansea and Brecon 

The Rt Revd Mary Stallard, 

Assistant Bishop in Bangor 

THE BISHOPS’ TRIBUTE 

TO HER MAJESTY 
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Evening will come, however determined the late afternoon, 

Limes and oaks in their last green flush, pearled in September mist. 

I have conjured a lily to light these hours, a token of thanks, 

Zones and auras of soft glare framing the brilliant globes. 

A promise made and kept for life - that was your gift - 

Because of which, here is a gift in return, glovewort to some, 

Each shining bonnet guarded by stern lance-like leaves. 

The country loaded its whole self into your slender hands, 

Hands that can rest, now, relieved of a century's weight. 

 

Evening has come. Rain on the black lochs and dark Munros. 

Lily of the Valley, a namesake almost, a favourite flower 

Interlaced with your famous bouquets, the restrained 

Zeal and forceful grace of its lanterns, each inflorescence 

A silent bell disguising a singular voice. A blurred new day 

Breaks uncrowned on remote peaks and public parks, and 

Everything turns on these luminous petals and deep roots, 

This lily that thrives between spire and tree, whose brightness 

Holds and glows beyond the life and border of its bloom. 

 

The British Poet Laureate, Simon Armitage, has penned this poem to mark 

the death of Queen Elizabeth II. In it he employs the form of a double 

acrostic, using the first letter of each line to spell out Elizabeth.  

FLORAL TRIBUTE 
Simon Armitage, Poet Laureate 



10 

 

   Over the past weeks we have 

heard countless stories about 

Queen Elizabeth II, some of which 

have reflected on her deep faith as 

a Christian which she often shared 

in her Christmas broadcasts.  

 

   Of all the stories the one I find 

most moving is that told by the 

former Archbishop of York, John 

Sentamu. He recalls visiting the 

Queen in 2018 to request 

permission to step down as 

archbishop. He said that at the 

conclusion of the audience he 

asked the Queen to pray for him 

and she stood with her hands 

around his for three silent minutes. 

The Archbishop said at the 

television interview “I would be 

saying (to the Queen), ‘Ma’am, on 

that day – the twelfth of July 2018 

– you lifted my burden’”.  

 

   Perhaps we need such stories in 

this secular age as we see that the 

Queen was not only steeped in the 

Christian faith, but also possessed 

a deep spirituality. I’m sure that 

many of these moving accounts 

will help those who are searching 

for a valid faith to find a new focus 

on the message of the Gospel and 

the reality of Jesus. 

 

   Now we look forward to a new 

monarch, Charles III, and his 

coronation. While browsing 

through some orders of services 

recently I came across a printed 

programme for the ceremony at 

which the Prince of Wales (as he 

was then) received the Freedom of 

the City of Swansea in the 

Brangwyn Hall.  

 

   This was of particular interest to 

me for it tells us that at the 

commencement of the ceremony 

‘The Lord Mayor’s Chaplain will 

say the prayers’, for that year I had 

the good fortune to be serving in 

that capacity. There, in the 

presence of the Prince, the Lord 

Mayor, the city councillors and 

representatives of the city it was 

my task to offer prayers for our 

new freeman and our city.  

ROYAL MUSINGS 

Canon Arthur 

‘...Ma’am, on that day – the twelfth 
of July 2018 – you lifted my burden’ 
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   After the short ceremony there 

was a reception at which I was 

introduced to the prince. I found  

him so easy to talk to and I well 

remember him discussing a recent 

visit he had made to Russia where 

he heard an Orthodox Choir sing 

at their cathedral. He told me how 

impressed and moved he was by 

their deep voices as he shared the 

experience with me.  

 

   A few months later I met him 

again. This time at Brecon 

Cathedral where we had a special 

service at which he was the guest 

in thanksgiving for the extensive 

restoration work that had been 

carried out. He loved our cathedral 

and I know that he had 

contributed generously to our 

appeal. 

 

   Some years later on a bright, 

sunny summer’s day we were to 

meet again this time at Rhosili 

Church. This was at the conclusion 

of his visit to Gower and I was 

standing in for the Rector, Canon 

Joe Griffin, who was attending the 

Diocesan Clergy School. It was my 

task to show him and the Duchess 

of Cornwall around the church. It 

was a delightful occasion and, for 

Margaret and me, quite 

unforgettable.  

 

   The Prince was chatty and 

knowledgeable, interested to know 

how I was spending my retirement 

and how I found ministering in the 

historic Gower churches. He even 

noticed that Rhosili was spelt 

incorrectly on one of the banners!  

    

   He and the Duchess signed the 

Visitors Book ignoring the pen that 

was ready for him. He told me that 

he never risked using the pen 

provided for him but always 

carried his own fountain pen. 

(After her slight disaster while 

signing in Scotland I noticed that 

his consort accepted the offer of his 

pen when she signed the Visitors’ 

Book in Llandaff!). 

 

   It was good to meet the future 

King. May God help and sustain 

him in the days that lie ahead. 

   

  Arthur Howells. 

‘...He loved our cathedral and I 
know that he had contributed 
generously to our appeal…’ 
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THE QUEEN AND THE BIBLE 

The Bible Society 

   Queen Elizabeth had a deep 

knowledge of the Bible from 

reading it regularly and hearing 

countless sermons based on it. For 

her, as for all Christians, the Bible 

is a key source not only of doctrine 

but of comfort, hope and 

inspiration. 

 

   It's also been woven into the 

fabric of her reign from the very 

beginning. Apart from her 

personal attachment to it, the Bible 

was at the heart of her coronation 

service, which she always 

regarded as the sacred moment 

when she was set aside for the 

service of her country.     

   

 

 

 

   Aside from Handel's 

anthem Zadok the Priest, based on 

verses from 1 Kings 1 – forever 

emblematic of the occasion – she 

was greeted at the door of 

Westminster Abbey with an 

anthem from Psalm 122, and Bible 

readings punctuated the rest of the 

service. After her Coronation Oath 

she was presented with a Bible, 

with the words: ‘Our gracious 

Queen: to keep your Majesty ever 

mindful of the law and the Gospel 

of God as the Rule for the whole 

life and government of Christian 

Princes, we present you with this 

Book, the most valuable thing that 

this world affords. 

   ‘Here is Wisdom; this is the royal 

Law; these are the lively Oracles of 

God.’ 

 

   When she quoted the Bible, she 

was likely to be using the words of 

the Authorized or King James 

version, the one she grew up with 

and whose memorable phrases 

were fixed in her mind.  

 

   Begun in 1604, it was undertaken 

at the command of King James I  

and VI (1 of England & V1 of 

Scotland) following a conference at 

Hampton Court and completed in  

‘...the Bible is a key source not 
only of doctrine but of comfort, 
hope and inspiration.’ 

‘...to keep your Majesty ever 
mindful of the law and the 
Gospel of God as the Rule for 
the whole life and government 
of Christian Princes…’ 
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1611. While it drew heavily on the 

work of earlier translators – 

notably William Tyndale – it was a 

work of great scholarship in its  

 

 

 

 

own right, and is still regarded as a 

wonderfully eloquent and 

powerful piece of writing. 

Speaking to the General Synod of 

the Church of England in 

November 2010, the Queen 

referred to the following year's 

celebration of the 400th 

anniversary of the Authorized 

Version's publication, calling it 

‘one of the defining elements of 

our heritage’. 

 

   When she gave her Christmas 

address from Hampton Court that 

year, she recalled the origins of the 

Authorized Version there.  

 

 

 

 

‘Acknowledged as a masterpiece of 

English prose and the most vivid 

translation of the Scriptures, the 

glorious language of this Bible has 

survived the turbulence of history 

and given many of us the most 

widely-recognised and beautiful 

descriptions of the birth of Jesus 

Christ which we celebrate today,’ 

she said. 

 

   Reflecting on the need for 

communities to work together for 

the common good, she said: ‘The 

King James Bible was a major 

cooperative endeavour that 

required the efforts of dozens of 

the day’s leading scholars. The 

whole enterprise was guided by an 

interest in reaching agreement for 

the wider benefit of the Christian 

Church, and to bring harmony to 

the Kingdoms of England and 

Scotland.’ 

 

   The Authorized Version remains 

widely popular, though 

scholarship has moved on and 

English-speaking Christians today 

have the option of many different 

translations aimed at different 

readerships. 

 
Author: Mark Woods, 15 September 2022 
The Queen and the Bible - News - Bible 
Society 

‘one of the defining 
elements of our heritage’. 

‘...a masterpiece of English 
prose and the most vivid 
translation of the 
Scriptures…’ 

‘...the need for 
communities to work 
together for the common 
good…’ 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/latest/news/the-queen-and-the-bible/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/latest/news/the-queen-and-the-bible/
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   On 23 October we mark Bible 

Sunday. It seems appropriate to 

include a little about William 

Tyndale. Had it not been for his 

sacrificial work of translation, the 

Bible might have remained 

inaccessible to all but those who 

could read Greek!  

 

   Born in Gloucestershire in about 

the year 1494, William Tyndale 

studied first at Magdalen Hall 

(now Magdalen College), Oxford, 

and then at Cambridge.  

 

   He became determined to 

translate the Scriptures from the 

Greek directly into contemporary 

English but was thwarted in this 

by the Bishop of London. So 

William settled in Hamburg in 

1524, never returning to England.  

 

    

 

 

 

 

   When the first copies of his 

translation arrived in England in 

1526, it was bitterly attacked as 

subversive by the ecclesial 

authorities.  

 

   He spent much of the rest of his 

life making revisions to his work, 

but also writing many theological 

works. His life’s work proved 

good enough to be the basic 

working text for those who, at the 

beginning of the following century, 

were to produce what became 

known as the Authorised Version 

of the Bible.  

 

    

 

 

   He was eventually arrested in 

1535 and imprisoned in Brussels 

on charges of heresy. He was first 

strangled and then burnt at the 

stake on 6 October 1536. His last 

words were, “Lord, open the King 

of England’s eyes.” 

 

© Celebrating the Saints by Robert 

Atwell 

 

    

‘...determined to translate 
the Scriptures from the 
Greek directly into 
contemporary English…’ 

“Lord, open the King of 
England’s eyes.” 

WILLIAM TYNDALE 
Translator of the Scriptures 
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QUEEN ELIZABETH’S ANGLICAN 

FAITHFULNESS 

The Right Reverend Rowan Williams 

   A great deal has by now been 

written about Queen Elizabeth, and 

ample tribute has been paid to her 

stature. It has been intriguing to see 

how commentators have tiptoed 

around the question of her personal 

faith: everyone who has given this 

more than a second’s thought 

recognizes that but it has been obvious 

that, for many, this is something 

impenetrably strange, almost exotic. 

 

 

        And in a way you can see their 

problem. Her Anglican faith — like 

that of her father and grandfather — 

was redolent of a lost world in which 

weekly Matins, fervent but infrequent 

Communion, very private prayer, and 

unquestioning honesty and 

uprightness went together. John 

Betjeman’s poem on the death of King 

George V described his mourners as 

“Old men who never cheated, never 

doubted, / Communicated monthly”; 

something of this lived on in the 

queen. That deep, unshowy piety, 

nourished by the prayer book and the 

King James Bible, seems very remote 

in an Anglican world like ours. Even    

the most dedicated supporter of the 

prayer book will have grown up in a 

cultural climate where none of this 

could be taken for granted as it once 

had been. 

 

 

    

     But it would be a crass mistake to 

think that it produced an inflexible 

conservatism, let alone moralism. The 

depth of this subdued devotion seems 

to have allowed the queen — as it had 

allowed some of Betjeman’s “old men” 

— to adapt with stoical courage to 

new circumstances, to look with 

charity if not always approval at new 

styles of behaviour, even to think new 

thoughts where necessary. The queen 

proved adaptable, self-critical, 

tolerant, and unfazed through a near-

century of colossal upheaval. Her 

patent conviction that her role was a 

matter of divine vocation and that her 

anointing was a promise of grace and 

divine faithfulness allowed her to be 

strong enough to grow and change. 

‘   her Christian commitment was 
deeply part of her…’ 

‘...deep, unshowy piety, 
nourished by the prayer book 
and the King James Bible…’ 
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   When she was awaiting her 

Coronation, Archbishop Geoffrey 

Fisher, for whom she retained much 

respect, prepared for her a book of 

daily prayers and meditations to guide 

her through the months. It was a book 

she used and continued to treasure. 

Some visitors to Windsor Castle 

would be shown the book, preserved 

along with other mementos of that 

period, and it was obvious that it had 

been formative — almost an 

equivalent for her of the Ignatian 

Spiritual Exercises. 

 

 

 

     These were the foundations for her 

thinking about her calling. And they 

helped her make what must have been 

a difficult discernment in her later 

years. As British society grew both 

more religiously plural and more 

secular, she responded not by 

watering down what she had to say in 

her annual Christmas broadcasts but 

by gently increasing the references to 

her faith and to the role of religious 

faith in general. 

   Reading through these Christmas 

texts, it is striking that, as her society 

ceased to take for granted the frame of 

reference that was hers, she 

recognized that part of her task was to 

remind us of it. Never triumphalist, 

never aggressive, she simply reiterated 

her own commitment, her 

acknowledgment of God’s grace, and 

her insistence on the need to 

remember what the Christmas festival 

was actually about. 

   Contrary to what some over-anxious 

and over-apologetic observers might 

have feared, this did not offend or 

alienate the faithful of other 

communities. It reassured them that 

the monarch understood how and 

why faith mattered. And that was 

partly because she was increasingly 

willing to take part in interfaith events 

(and was indeed criticized by some 

Christian rigorists for doing so). This 

might be at large public events like 

Commonwealth Day services. 

   But my strongest memory is of an 

event at Lambeth Palace, late in my 

time as archbishop, when we had 

organized a small exhibition of 

treasures from different faith 

traditions and invited the queen to 

come and view this, to meet a number 

of religious leaders, and to address the 

group. What she said in her address 

was a powerful statement of a 

genuinely theological rationale for the 

Church of England’s role in a  

‘...she responded not by 
watering down what she had 
to say in her annual Christmas 
broadcasts but by gently 
increasing the references to 
her faith…’ 

‘...as her society ceased to take 
for granted the frame of 
reference that was hers, she 
recognized that part of her task 
was to remind us of it.’  
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religiously plural society.    

   If there is an “established” church, to 

which certain legal privileges are 

given, it is essential for it, in its 

collective imitation of Christ, to use 

whatever privilege, access, or resource 

it has to make sure that other 

communities are not excluded, to 

reinforce the voice of minorities in the 

public realm. If the Church of England 

was in some sense the “state 

church” (not the most helpful of 

terms), it must be a church willing to 

act for the good of the whole social 

community; and that meant being 

attentive and supportive to those 

whose voices might be muted or 

suppressed, those who did not feel 

that they had an entrée into public 

discussion. 

   In the United Kingdom, solidarity 

with Jewish and Muslim communities 

under different kinds of threat was an 

obvious imperative, but all faith 

groups would need the same faithful 

friendship. It was a vision the Church 

of England tried to flesh out in various 

local and national projects, 

including Near Neighbours, which 

looked to build local collaborative 

ventures by faith communities in 

support of the needy or marginalized. 

The queen gave her unambiguous 

backing to this vision. 

   So: a deeply traditional believer, 

whose adherence to the faith was 

beyond doubt (and who could 

privately, so they say, be a bit caustic 

about over-enthusiastic liturgical or 

theological reformers); but one whose 

depth of fidelity allowed her to 

discern, adjust, think ahead. Someone 

who had a clear sense of the church’s 

role in changing times, who did not 

confuse firmness of faith with 

loudness of utterance or hostility to 

strangers. 

 

 

 

 

    Queen Elizabeth was an incalculably 

important person for British society, 

without doubt. But she also, without 

ever advertising it, helped to model 

for her church a particular kind of 

Anglican faithfulness, confident 

without arrogance and generous to the 

entire community she and that church 

sought to serve. We owe her a very 

great debt for this, as for so much. 

The Rt. Rev. Rowan Williams has served 

as the 104th Archbishop of Canterbury 

(2002-12) and 35th Master of Magdalene 

College, Cambridge (2013-20). 

www.covenant.livingchurch.org 

‘...must be a church willing to 
act for the good of the whole 
social community; and that 
meant being attentive and 
supportive to those whose 
voices might be muted or 
suppressed…’ 

https://www.near-neighbours.org.uk/
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   It is with deep sadness that I 

received the news of the passing of 

our beloved Patron, Her Majesty 

The Queen.  On behalf of the 

Mothers’ Union members around 

the world, I join with the United 

Kingdom and the Commonwealth 

in offering our love and sincere 

condolences to the entire Royal 

Family and all those dear to her. 

  

   Her Majesty has had a long and 

extraordinary life in which she saw 

our world change dramatically. Yet 

Her Majesty’s dedication and 

service to her country, the Church 

and Commonwealth remained 

steadfast and continued to be an 

inspiration to us all, keeping us 

together in all situations. 

 

   We give thanks to God for her 

being our Patron, for blessing her 

with special gifts for a life humbly 

dedicated to public service, her 

strong faith as she weathered 

many storms; her commitment and 

devotion to family life; and her 

great concern for communities and 

all people. 

  

   Her guidance and support of 

Mothers’ Union over the decades 

has enabled us to achieve so much 

in impacting communities and 

touching lives. During times of 

ongoing war and turmoil around 

the world, she reminded us of the  

REMEMBRANCE & THANKSGIVING 

for our PATRON, THE QUEEN 

Sheran Harper, MU Worldwide President 
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healing power of forgiveness, 

peace and reconciliation.  This 

inspired us and encouraged us to 

work for harmony and good 

relationships among all people in 

our communities. 

 

   Her spirit of acceptance to 

change and transformation 

through the years and her ability to 

take others on the journey of 

change is testimony to her great 

strength as a leader and her faith in 

change that is inevitable.  This 

outlook on life strengthened 

Mothers’ Union members to 

embrace all opportunities of 

change and transformation that 

truly reflect the worldwide nature 

of our movement. 

  

   We will always remember her 

intelligence and humility in 

making wise decisions, her charm 

and sense of humour, and her 

sincere caring and gentleness. Hers 

was a life born to serve God and all 

humanity and her legacy that will 

live on in so many ways and in the 

hearts of all Mothers’ Union 

members for generations to come. 

 

   On behalf of the Worldwide 

Board of Trustees, Staff and 

Members all around the world, we 

pray for the peaceful resting of Her 

Majesty’s soul with the sure hope 

of her rising in glory. 

 

   And I am convinced that nothing 

can ever separate us from God’s 

love. Romans 8:38a (NLT) 

Sheran Harper, at the British 
High Commission in Guyana  

to sign the official book of 
condolences for The Queen. 

“In times when nothing stood 
But worsened, or grew strange, 
There was one constant good: 

She did not change.” 
 

Philip Larkin 
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   Mandy Bayton, the Bishop’s 

Officer for Evangelism and 

Outreach attended the World 

Council of Churches (WCC) 

General Assembly in Germany from 

31 August to 8 September. The 

Assembly meets every eight years 

and is the organisation’s highest 

governing body.  

 

   The WCC is a fellowship of 352 

churches from over 120 countries 

representing over 580 million 

Christians worldwide. As such it is 

the broadest and most inclusive 

among the many organised 

expressions of the modern 

ecumenical movement. Its goal is 

Christian unity.  

 

   At the halfway point of the 8-day 

Assembly, the theme of which was: 

Christ’s love moves the world to 

reconciliation and unity, Mandy 

reflected: 

 

   “There has been so much 

happening over the past few days, 

that I have needed to pause and 

process so that I can try to sum up 

in a few paragraphs this incredibly 

rich experience I am having. 

 

   “During the past few days I have 

experienced a myriad of emotions. I 

have met people from all over the 

world, I can’t list them all because 

there are so many nationalities 

present, it feels as if the 

kaleidoscope of humanity is 

represented here, and it is so very 

wonderful. I have been so enriched 

by our conversations that my spirit 

has soared. We may speak different  

 

 

 

 

languages, but the common bond of 

being a follower of Jesus and 

wanting to be carriers of His life 

and love to the world has broken 

down any language barrier.  

 

   “As we have talked together and 

listened to each other, I have had 

insight into the struggle and pain 

which I have only glimpsed 

through media stories. Hearing first 

hand narratives of persecution, 

drought, famine, war, floods and so 

much more has impacted me 

deeply. 

SPEAK WITH ONE VOICE 
Mandy Bayton 

‘...the kaleidoscope of 
humanity is represented  
here…’ 
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   “One of the people who has 

particularly blessed and challenged 

me, is a young Ukrainian Orthodox 

Priest. We are in home group 

together and although he has 

spoken up and challenged us about 

the war in Ukraine, he has not 

stopped smiling, because he has joy, 

a deep, inner joy which is complex, 

rare and beautiful and can only 

come from God. 

 

    

 

 

 

 

   “I’m also beginning to recognise, 

on a level which I haven’t before, 

the power of the collective voice. 

There are ½ billion Christians 

represented here at the General 

Assembly, that’s a big voice! If we 

can get it right, if we can focus on 

what unites rather than what 

divides, if we can be for each other 

rather than against each other, if we 

can stand united and speak as one 

voice, then we have the strength to 

challenge cruelty and injustice, we 

have the influence to enforce the 

rights of human dignity and we 

have the power to collectively work 

together on addressing the 

devasting impact of climate change. 

 

   “I will be returning home at the end 

of next week, different than I left. 

There is much to contemplate, much to 

process and much to pray about. 

Baroness Cox said, “We can’t do 

everything, but we must not do 

nothing.” However, I know that I and 

the Churches I represent must do 

more than we are doing, and we need 

to be doing it now. I think we would 

be remiss to not learn from some of 

the experiences here in Karlsruhe; 

learning to let go of our narrow 

approach to our faith and embracing a 

wider, more open, inclusive attitude; 

listening and learning from each other; 

celebrating our rich diversity rather 

than trying to silence or oppress it; 

and as the Taizé community stress, 

“we do together all that can be done”. 

Because if not us, who? And if not 

now, when?” 

 

 

   Reproduced with Mandy’s permission. 

The reflection she wrote at the conclusion 

of  the Assembly will be reproduced in 

November’s magazine. 

‘...he has joy, a deep, inner joy 
which is complex, rare and 
beautiful and can only come 
from God.’ 

‘...If we can get it right, if we 
can focus on what unites rather 
than what divides…’ 

‘...we would be remiss to not 
learn from some of the 
experiences here in Karlsruhe 

‘...because if not us, who?  
And if not now, when?’ 
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   This beautiful short anthem with 

words from Psalms 4 and 5 was 

recently sung by the Llwynderw 

Chorale for Holy Cross Patronal 

Festival last month.  

 

   S.S.Wesley (1810-76) was a 

respected church musician, 

teacher, organist and recitalist, 

conductor and composer. Wesley 

was born in London, a grandson of 

the famous hymn writer Charles 

Wesley and a nephew of John 

Wesley – the founder of 

Methodism. Quite a family! 

 

   Samuel Sebastian was a boy 

treble in the Chapel Royal at St 

James’ Palace in London where he 

absorbed the Anglican traditions of 

church music. By 1832 he was 

organist at Hereford Cathedral 

where he married a sister of the 

Dean. His career took him to the 

Cathedrals at Exeter, Winchester 

and Gloucester. Wesley became 

professor of organ at the Royal 

Academy of Music after receiving 

his Doctor of Music degree from 

Oxford. 

 

   Lead me Lord actually comes from 

a longer anthem, Praise the Lord O 

my soul. 

 

   Some of his best known hymn 

tunes are sung to Jerusalem the 

golden, The Church’s one foundation 

and O Thou who camest from above.  

   He was given the name Sebastian 

as his father was devoted to the 

music of Johann Sebastian Bach. 

Amongst his many achievements, 

Bach pioneered a new system of 

tuning for musical instruments 

called ‘equal temperament’. This 

meant that all musical keys 

whether major and minor, would 

have equal and consistent pitch 

with the twelve chromatic notes 

equally divided between the 

octaves. 

FAMOUS CHRISTIAN CHORAL MUSIC 
Les Ryan 

22. Lead Me Lord by Samuel Sebastian Wesley 

‘...a new system of tuning for 
musical instruments called 
‘equal temperament’ 
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   We use this system today as it’s 

universally accepted. However 

Wesley had a strange aversion to 

equal temperament and insisted 

that his music (and the organs he 

played) was performed in an older 

tuning system called meantone 

temperament. The organ at 

Buckingham Palace is still tuned 

on this old system, which means 

that music with lots of sharps or 

flats can sound rather weird!  

      Wesley composed many 

anthems and music for the Church 

which have stayed in the repertoire 

of choirs since they were composed 

and  published in the 19th century – 

a measure of their quality and 

attractiveness. 

   Les 

LLWYNDERW CHORALE 
Les & Penny Ryan 

 

Many thanks to the Chorale for singing so beautifully at the Holy Cross 

Patronal Festival last month. This month they will be in Clyne for the 

Parish Harvest Festival singing three short anthems by Karl Jenkins, 

Stanford and Byrd. Looking ahead, the Chorale will be singing at the 

Parish Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols at Clyne on Sunday 18th 

December at 6pm. 

      

        Les & Penny 

‘...performed in an older 
tuning system called 
meantone temperament…’ 

Before Christ sent the Church into the world,  
he sent the Spirit into the Church.  

The same order must be observed today 
 

John Stott 
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HYPERMILING 

Felicity Padley 

   A year ago in September 2021, when 

regular petrol was modified by the 

introduction of E10 (10% ethanol/

alcohol) rather than E5 (5% alcohol), I 

continued to fill the car, as before, with 

regular petrol.  Within a couple of 

weeks, I became aware that the miles 

per gallon (mpg) I was achieving had 

dropped, and that the sound of the 

engine had got rougher.   

 

 

 

 

   Snooping through news items 

suggested that I was not alone, and 

like quite a lot of other people I 

decided to covert to the expensive 

petrol, which had retained 5% alcohol.  

Immediately I noticed the engine was 

much smoother, and my mpg had 

increased again, suggesting, that 

although the petrol was, by the litre/

gallon, more expensive, the improved 

engine function was reducing what I 

had to pay.   I have used E5 ever since, 

but making the change also got me 

thinking about driving efficiency and 

levels of pollution. 

    

   Our modern little car has 2 useful 

dials, in addition to the conventional 

fuel gauge.  One tells us what the mpg 

reading is, within the current tankful 

of fuel, and the other gives a 

prediction of the number of miles we 

can expect to drive, before the current 

tank of petrol runs out.  In September 

2021, our mpg ranged from 35 to 38, 

and when I filled the tank, it indicated 

that I should expect to drive about 338

-342 miles before I would need to fill 

up again.  I decided to see what would 

happen if I kept rigorously to the 

speed limit.  Both values immediately 

improved.  When driving around 

Swansea, the mpg increased to about 

44-46, and the full tank told me I could 

go for 385-390 miles before I needed to 

buy more petrol.   

 

 

 

 

 

   These values are now the minimum I 

expect to achieve, and on a long 

journey on A roads and/or motorways 

the values shoot up again.  The highest 

mpg I’ve had was 60 (only briefly); it 

is normally about 54-58; and miles’ 

reading predicted from a full tank is 

405-409.  I now aim to comply with the 

Law and keep to the speed-limit, as it 

reduces both the level of pollution and 

the total cost. 

  

   At some point whilst I was 

experimenting, I discovered I was 

doing what is called hypermiling.   

‘...Immediately I noticed the 
engine was much smoother, and 
my mpg had increased…’ 

‘I now aim to comply with the 
Law and keep to the speed-limit, 
as it reduces both the level of 
pollution and the total cost.’ 
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What a splendid word!  It was first 

coined in the USA in 2004, to describe 

driving or flying a vehicle (I don’t fly 

the car!) and using techniques that 

maximise fuel efficiency; or an extreme 

form of energy-efficient driving.   

 

   Hypermiling was apparently chosen 

as the best word of the year, by the 

New Oxford American Dictionary, in 

2008, when it reached its peak usage in 

the US.  It was the third year in a row 

that the Dictionary had chosen a green

-themed word as its word of the year!  

My stepdaughter, Danuta, tells me 

hypermiling is not yet in the Oxford 

English Dictionary, but that data 

suggests that there has been a massive 

fall in its use in the US, but in contrast 

there has been a gradual but sustained 

increase in the UK. 

 

 

 

 

    I am still experimenting with new 

ideas to reduce pollution whilst 

driving. I’m now only filling the tank 

half-full, because a full tank of petrol is 

twice as heavy, and then more energy 

is needed to move the car around.  I’m 

not yet convinced that this has made 

any difference.  I have rarely used the 

air conditioning all summer.  Open 

windows at lowish speeds are quite as 

effective. 

 

   Are there any downsides to 

hypermiling?  Yes, I’ve noticed a 

couple of things.  Although I think 

many other people have made similar 

changes to their driving habits, there 

are those who are still in a hurry, and 

that means I’ve had an increase in 

tailgating, but not to an impossible 

level.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Something that surprised me, is that 

keeping to the speed-limit is very 

calming, which means I have to ensure 

that I concentrate much harder at 

keeping alert to everything that is 

going on around me.  There are also 

some places where I find the speed-

limit very frustrating and challenging 

– all the way down Fairwood Road at 

20mph, when nobody – pedestrians, 

cyclists or drivers – is in sight, when 

there is a large SUV behind me dying 

to go at 40mph+?!  Very difficult!   

 

   How will we manage next year when 

Wales introduces the 20 mph limit on 

all “built-up” roads?   

 

   Felicity 

‘...keeping to the speed-limit is 
very calming…’ 

‘...there are those who 
are still in a hurry, and 
that means I’ve had an 
increase in tailgating…’ 
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CYTÛN  
MUMBLES CHURCHES TOGETHER 

Felicity Padley 

   Most of the Cytun activity during 

September has been centred on the 

Mumbles Festival of Music and the 

Arts, based in All Saints’ Church.  At 

the time of going to press, the concerts 

from the first 2 weeks have all been 

completed.  What a lovely variety, and 

what excellent performances we 

heard.   

 

   It started with a morning event by 

Rock Choir, and despite the weather, 

Stuart Batcup managed part of his 

guided walk around old Mumbles.  

The first concert that Peter and I heard 

was the Gwalia Singers, who had an 

excellent representation of 

enthusiastic Llwynderw members.  

This was followed by James Murray – 

the outstanding Singing Undertaker - 

accompanied by Hywel Evans.  A 

week later we had the second male 

voice choir from Morriston Rugby 

Football Club.  We learned that Hywel 

has been the accompanist for the choir 

for 17 years, and they are all very sad 

that this was his last concert with 

them.  After that we heard the Rising 

Stars from Gower College – young A 

level students who each performed 

one or two pieces of singing or of 

music for their chosen instrument. All 

the events were excellent, and we 

were just sorry that we were unable to 

attend the later ones. 

 

   The Flower Festival also provided a 

lovely back drop for the music during 

the second week of the festival, with 

Jacky’s and Tracy’s highly 

professional displays both having 

excellent positions on windowsills on 

each side of the Church towards the 

front of the knave. 

 

   As we look forward to October there 

are several events to add to your 

diaries.  There will be a joint prayer 

meeting on the first Thursday of the 

month – October 6th, from 1.00- 

One of Tracy’s arrangements 
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2.00pm, in Mumbles Methodist 

Church. 

 

   For our own Parish, though, the most 

important event will be the 

Ecumenical Tea, on the afternoon of 

Sunday October 9th, at 4.00pm, in the 

Parish Hall.  This is the first time for a 

number of years that we have had the 

opportunity to host this event and we 

do hope that as many people as 

possible can come and welcome our 

guests from all the other Churches and 

Chapels in Mumbles.  The tea is 

designed to raise money for a chosen 

local charity, which, this year, is the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brunch Club at St Mary’s Church, 

Swansea.   

 

  Everyone will remember Sarah  

Harris, from the time she spent with us 

whilst she was training to be a priest.  

She is now Curate in St Mary’s, and is 

coming tell us about the Brunch Club at 

the short Evening Prayer service in 

Holy Cross after the tea.  It is the first 

time we have been able to invite Sarah 

and Jeremy back, and we do hope you 

will all look forward to coming to 

welcome them back and hear how 

they are both getting on.  Tickets for 

the tea will cost £5 (all the money goes 

to the Brunch Club). 

Jackie’s arrangement 

Comment in a local newspaper: 'We are pleased to announce 
that the violent storm which virtually destroyed the local 
church last Friday did no real damage to the town.' 
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Marriage 

Spencer Lee Irving and Lisa Joanne Haynes 

 

 

 At Rest 

 Michael Cann 

 Anthony Hatton (Tony) 

NATIONAL TRUST ABERTAWE CENTRE 

Kathleen Boyce 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 

   Did you know that we have a local 

group for those committed to the work 

and aims of the National Trust? 

 

   The concerns of the Trust extend far 

beyond the conservation of historic 

buildings and artefacts and are sharply 

focused on saving our coast and 

countryside forever for everyone and 

meeting environmental challenges. 

 

   Membership is currently £8 per 

annum with a further £4 for each 

additional member from your 

household. We meet for talks, a 

Christmas lunch, a Spring lunch, three 

summer day outings and a late 

summer mini holiday. 

Non-members need pay only £3 to 

attend a talk. 

    

   Our next two meetings are to be held 

in St Paul's parish centre in Sketty at 7 

p.m. for 7.30 p.m. 

 

   Details are: 

Wednesday, 26th October 

Gareth Richards - Our Gorgeous 

Gower Seals 

 

Wednesday, 23rd November 

Ken Murphy - 18th Century Parklands 

in Wales. 

 

   For further information your contact 

is 

kathleenedieboyce@btinternet.com 

 

mailto:kathleenedieboyce@btinternet.com
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PLEASE NOTE 
 

Reverend Hywel’s day off is Monday. 

He would be grateful to be spared all but emergency calls that day. 

 

Thank you. 

  
 Don't forget that the clocks go back one hour  at  
 2.00am on Sunday 30 October.   
 
 
https://clipartmag.com/blank-clock-face-clipart 

REMINDER! 

FILM CLUB 

6 October 2022 Best in Show  

(Christopher Guest and Eugene Levy)  

27 October 2022 Pillow Talk 

(Doris Day and Rock Hudson)  

3 November 2022 Oklahoma 

(Maureen Lipman and Hugh Jackman)  

17 November 2022 Made of Honour 

(Patrick Dempsey and Michelle Monaghan)  

1 December 2022 Made in Dagenham 

(Bob Hoskins and Sally Hawkins)  

15 December 2022 The Christmas Candle 

(Hans Matherson and Samantha Barks)  
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GRAPES 
Felicity Padley 

   At Lammastide we considered 

wheat, but the other most important 

plant, which is mentioned more 

frequently in the Bible than any other 

plant is the grape.  It is believed that 

grapes originated in the Middle East, 

and have been cultivated for at least 

6000-8000 years, which is consistent 

with their being referenced in Genesis 

Chapter 9, when Noah planted a 

vineyard after leaving the ark, and 

then became drunk when he 

consumed some of the wine made 

from the grapes.   

 

   Then, as now, grapes were used not 

just for making wine.  They were eaten 

as fresh fruit; dried as raisins, sultanas,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

and currants and crushed to make 

fresh juice.  Wine was also converted 

into vinegar.  Vineyards were 

therefore abundant in the Middle East. 

 

   Most domesticated grapes are 

derived from the species Vitis vinifera, 

and include all the range of colours 

from the very dark purple fruits, 

through to the white (strictly green) 

ones.  They are described botanically 

as berries, because that is the term for 

any fleshy fruit that doesn’t contain a 

stone, although it may contain small 

seeds.  Each grape is derived from a 

single flower containing one ovary.  

Amazingly, there are suggestions that 

a single bunch may consist of as many 

as 300 grapes.  I don’t think I’ve ever 

met one of those. 

 

   Perhaps the most unusual indirect 

reference to grapes in the Bible is in 

the Gospel story about the wedding at 

Cana (John 2).  There is no doubt that 

the wine, that was provided by the 

bridegroom’s father for the guests, had 

been made from grapes.  When, 

however, that wine ran out, Jesus 

converted a large volume of water into 

wine, and no grapes were involved in 

the production of that miraculous 

wine.   

 

   Later in his ministry, Jesus used 

grape plants as the basis for his story 

about the workers in the vineyard 

(Matthew 20).  The conclusion of the 

story always seems counterintuitive, 

because the men who worked for only 

one hour were paid exactly the same 

as those who had worked from early 

in the morning.  The story gives the 

impression that the last men to be  

‘...grapes have been cultivated 
for at least 6000-8000 years, 
which is consistent with their 
being referenced in Genesis…’ 
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employed had just been lazing around 

all day, but we do not really know 

what they had been doing.  They 

might have been using that time 

generously to help other people – 

members of their family, friends or 

complete strangers – for no pay at all,  

and for Jesus the whole situation 

provides the backdrop for his final 

punch line that the last will be first and 

the first will be last. 

 

   Jesus also uses grape vines 

symbolically.  When he is teaching the 

disciples (John 15), he says I am the true 

vine and my Father is the gardener.  He 

cuts off every branch in me that bears no 

fruit, while every branch that does bear 

fruit he prunes so that it will be even more 

fruitful.  Jesus knows that his disciples 

will understand how vines grow, and 

how they prosper. This is what he uses 

symbolically to illustrate how one part 

of the plant supports and also depends 

upon the other parts:-  I am the vine; 

you are the branches.  And that in turn 

indicates how people should interact 

and support each other, leading to the 

final instruction - This is my command: 

Love each other. 

 

   It is, of course, also the symbolic use 

of wine, the product of grapes that 

Jesus used at his final Passover meal, 

the event which, for all Christians, has 

great significance.  Here, just as the 

wheat provided the basis of the bread, 

which symbolises the body of Christ, 

so too, the grapes were essential in the 

production of the wine, a standard 

drink then, as it still is now, and which 

Christ used to symbolise his blood, 

shed for us all.  Jesus instructed his 

disciples use the wine in remembrance 

of him.  They did, and the tradition 

has been handed down to us for 2000+ 

years, by all his followers, so that we, 

his current disciples still use it week 

on week to show our remembrance, as 

the priest says in the Eucharist:-  

Likewise after supper he took the cup; and 

when he  had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, saying: Drink ye all of this; for this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is 

shed for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins.  Do this as oft as ye 

shall drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

   Such is the importance of grapes that 

they are frequently shown in artistic 

works around churches.  They are 

often in stain glass windows, or on 

altar frontals.  The ones that I 

particularly like are those in our own 

Ministry Area, carved on the rood 

screen of All Saints’ Church, alongside 

the flying angels, which match those 

of the Mission to Seafarers logo. 

 

   Felicity 

‘...for Jesus the whole situation 
provides the backdrop for his 
final punch line that the last 
will be first and the first will be 
last…’ 
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THE BLESSING OF INSIGNIFICANCE 

Reverend Biddy 

      The last two weeks have been an 

emotional roller coaster as the nation, 

the Commonwealth and the world 

simultaneously mourned and 

celebrated a life lived up to the 

promise made in Cape Town on 21 

April 1947. On that day, Princess 

Elizabeth’s 21st birthday, at the end of 

a long speech she said: “I declare 

before you all that my whole life, 

whether it be long or short, shall be 

devoted to your service and the 

service of our great imperial family to 

which we all belong….God help me to 

make good my vow.” 

  

   Who would have thought that she 

would become our Queen just 5 years 

later, reign for 70 years and her final 

engagement would be just two days 

before her death! With God’s help she 

kept that vow faithfully to the end. 

  

   On 19 September I settled down to 

watch the funeral. As I listened to 

Archbishop Justin speak to the 

watching world I was struck by his 

remark about service. You probably 

remember his words: “People of 

loving service are rare in any walk of 

life. Leaders of loving service are still 

rarer. But in all cases, those who serve 

will be loved and remembered when 

those who cling to power and 

privilege are long forgotten.” 

  

   The BBC switched to a camera high 

above the catafalque. The coffin 

suddenly seemed so small, so 

insignificant. Yet its very 

insignificance was deeply significant. 

  

   There are people who see the 

monarch as being supported in a 

privileged lifestyle through the taxes 

we pay and would prefer an elected 

head of state. What they perhaps 

failed to see in Queen Elizabeth was 

that although she lived the life of a 

monarch she lived with the heart of a 

servant.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  A book that was produced to mark 

her 90th birthday is entitled ‘The 

Servant Queen and the King she 

serves.’  

“I declare before you all that 
my whole life...shall be devoted 
to your service…” 

‘...those who serve will be loved 
and remembered when those 
who cling to power and privilege 
are long forgotten.’ 
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     She has been quoted as saying: 

“How I wish the Lord would come in 

my lifetime.” When asked why she 

replied: “I should so love to lay my 

crown at His feet.” 

 
   There is nothing bad about wealth. 

It’s how we use our wealth. It may be 

that we are as poor as a church mouse 

in the eyes of the world but are 

wealthy in other ways - skills and 

talents. We are all equal in the eyes of 

God and we all have a wealth of time, 

skills, talents to draw on – although 

we don’t always recognize something 

we do every day as a wealth that can 

be employed in the service of God.  

 

 

 

 

  

   I return to my image of the 

insignificant being deeply significant. 

Remember when Nathanael asks the 

question, “Can anything good come 

out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46) 

Jesus was born in a small backwater. 

His arrival was announced to a group 

of insignificant shepherds. His first 

disciples were insignificant fishermen. 

And just consider what happened! 

God utilizes the weak (according to 

human standards) to shame the wise 

(also according to human standards) for 

the purpose of glorifying Himself. 

 

    John the Baptist is quoted as saying: 

“He must increase, but I must 

decrease.” (John 3:30). And isn’t that 

what our late Queen demonstrated so 

eloquently? As the years passed, she 

spoke ever more passionately about 

the importance of Jesus in her life and 

in the life of the nation. 

 

 

 

 

    

      While we can hardly call the 

Queen insignificant, due to her noble 

birth, she was a woman born into a 

male dominated world and might 

have been viewed as somewhat 

insignificant. She became significant 

only because she relied on God for her 

strength and courage. From that 

reliance came her deep wisdom, her 

stability even in the face of the most 

awful tragedies, and her love for the 

people of the nation and the 

Commonwealth.  

  

   There are rich blessings waiting for 

those who are content to be 

insignificant in the service of God. Our 

very insignificance, in the eyes of the 

world, is misunderstood. We can all 

walk like kings while being good 

servants. 

 

 With every blessing, Biddy 

‘I should so love to lay my crown 
at His feet.’ 

‘He must increase, but I must 
decrease.’ 
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• All aspects of Home and Grounds Maintenance 

• Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 

• Painting and Decorating Service 

• All projects Fully Managed 

• Free Estimates and all Work Fully Insured 

 

 Mike Timbrell 07813 055357   

 down2earthltd@icloud.com 

DOWN 2 EARTH 

PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LTD 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

Contact Andrew, Dafydd, 

Rachel or Lauren 



36 

 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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West Cross 
Dental Practice 

 

 
 
 

54c Mulberry Avenue 
West Cross 
Swansea 
SA3 5HA 
Telephone:  404405  

Andrew Llewellyn BDC 
NHS, Private & Denplan 

MUSIC TUITION 
 

Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute 
& Theory of Music 

 
 

Nick Kiley 
BA (Hons) PGDip (RNCM) PGCE 
 
 
 

Telephone:  
07929 009772 

 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

To enquire about advertising costs please contact the Editor 

Details on page 4 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

H 
 

HERITAGE 
 

CARPET & FLOORING LTD 
 

Specialists in carpet, wood, 
laminate & vinyl 

 

 
422 Gower Road, Killay,  

Swansea, SA2 7AJ 
 

Tel/Fax: 01792 202 021 
 

www.heritagecarpetandflooring.com 
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Tel: 01792 732177 
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01874 636878 
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BRECON                                                              

POWYS  

LD3 8TS 

             

Walk - Explore - Relax  
 

www.glyndericottage.co.uk 

HEADS TOGETHER 
 

Unisex Hair & Fashion Care 
Perming/Tinting/Colouring 

And Creative Designs 
 

NEW! 
O.P.I Gel Nails 

 
134 West Cross Lane, 
West Cross, Swansea 
(01792) 401471 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

DON PIPER 
 

Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 
 

Established 1962 
 

 

Customer Care  
our speciality 

 

14 Queen’s Road 
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Tel: 366576 

 

Open Tuesday & Thursday 10am  - 3.30pm 
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http://www.glyndericottage.co.uk
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