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THE PARISH OF LLWYNDERW
Holy Cross Church & Clyne Chapel, Swansea,
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CLERGY
The Reverend Hywel D Griffiths
(Vicar)
23, Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, Swansea, SA3 5DE
Telephone: 01792 403957
Email: rev.hywel1961@outlook.com
The Venerable Jonathan B Davies B.Th
(Archdeacon of Gower)
The Vicarage, Fairwood Road, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5JP
Telephone & Fax: 01792 512747
Email: ven.jbd@sky.com

The Reverend Biddy M S Wigley
(Assistant Curate)
5, Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW
Telephone: 01792 405404
Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com
SERVICES IN THE PARISH
Sunday

9.30am
11.00am

Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

Holy Cross
Clyne Chapel

Wednesday

10.30am

Holy Eucharist

Clyne Chapel

Thursday

10.00am

Holy Eucharist

Holy Cross

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,
of the names of those who are sick.
The Chapel of St Faith is open daily for Foodbank drop-offs only.
Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with
The Reverend Hywel Griffiths
The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion
of the sick or infirm at any time.
The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing.

WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS
Tuesdays

6.00-7.00pm

Wednesdays 9.45am
Fridays

Yoga with Caitlin
Spinning Tots with Miss Lizzie

A fun introduction to dance, movement & ballet
for children aged 18 months to 4 years .

9.30-12 noon Community Art Class
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READER
Dr Felicity Padley

32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill
Email: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com

Tel: 402437

LAY WORSHIP TEAM
Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Esther Searle
PAROCHIAL OFFICERS

Parish Wardens
Vicar’s Warden Mrs Lesley Morris
65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty, SA2 8EW
People’s Warden Miss Kate Richard
6 Ffynone Close, Uplands, SA1 6DA

Tel: 514769
Tel: 642297

PCC Secretary

Dr Felicity Padley
32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill, SA3 5BX

Tel: 402437

PCC Treasurer

Mr Bob Wigley
5 Whitegates, Mayals, SA3 5HW
Email: bobandbiddywigley@gmail.com

Tel: 405404

Parish Organist

Mr Leslie Ryan, BA (hons mus), LCCMD,
AWCCM, CertEd (Wales)
43 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, SA3 5DB

Tel: 406062

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL
can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions
Contact: The Reverend Hywel Griffiths
Telephone: 403957
PARISH ACTIVITIES
Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Mondays at 3.15pm
Eden Bus, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Sundays at 4.00pm
Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday
Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080
Film Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512

Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders:
Hazel Somers: 401705 & Elaine Griffiths: 208269
Get Crafty Group. Every Friday
Sian Griffiths: 403957

Llwynderw Chorale meets occasionally to prepare for important services.
Contact Les and Penny Ryan: 406062
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MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD
Rev’d Hywel

D

uring Sian’s stay in hospital,
and when I visited her, I would
walk along a corridor on my way
to take the lift to Ward 8 where
Sian was being very well looked
after, by all the staff who worked
there. Along the wall on one side of
this corridor hung many paintings
and drawings, by several different
artists, many of which were of local
beauty spots and landmarks,
around Swansea, the Gower and
further afield. They were all
different sizes, many were so
colourful and bright, with
wonderful use of colour, it brought
a smile to my face, and then there
were the different styles and
techniques that the artists used in
producing their paintings and
drawings, each one unique and
original.

size, but this series of drawings
were of the staff of the hospital
drawn during the height of the
Covid pandemic. Most of these
drawings showed the staff in their
masks, visors and protective
clothing or PPE as it became
commonly known as. Those who
were not wearing masks had
wonderful smiles on their faces,
some of the drawings showed staff
who had just removed their masks
and visors, and you could clearly
see the marks and indentations on
their skin made by the masks and
visors, and yet they were smiling.
Even those who were wearing
masks and visors, you could
clearly see that behind the masks
and visors, that they too were
smiling.
But it was not just their smiles
that got my attention it was when I
looked into their eyes, I could see
God at work. Each one of these
drawings was of a person, a
member of staff, made in the image
of God, each one unique and
original, and it was in their eyes

Now along the wall on the other
side of this corridor hung a series
of drawings all done by the same
artist, Amy Jenkins. They were just
black and white, using the same
style and technique to produce
them, and they were all the same
5

that I could see God at work, the
person behind the mask and visor.
Even in the toughest of
circumstances the men and women
the staff in these drawings,
beautifully illustrated the
dedication, love, compassion, and
support shown to the patients who
were ill in hospital and these men
and women, the staff of the
hospital, through it all they
continued to smile. Yes, I was
greatly moved by these drawings.

such kindness. This is just one
example, there are many others.
Sadly of course there are those who
don’t behave like this, we only
have to pick up a newspaper or
switch on the TV news to see all
the bad there is in the world. But I
believe that there are far more
good people in this wonderful,
beautiful world of ours than there
are bad people. What we must
learn to do is to love everyone, for
if we only love those who love us
where is the reward in that? Jesus
said love one another as I have
loved you. There are those who say
money makes the world go
around, yes, we need money, but
what I think makes the world go
around is love. As the Beatles put it
“all you need is love.” I will leave
Mother Teresa have the final word,
“let us always meet each other
with smile, for the smile is the
beginning of love.”

We are made in Gods’ image, he
breathed life into us, and God is a
God of love, and it is when we
show this love to each other, God is
at work in us. We human beings
have so much good in us because
God is good. All over the world
there is so much good being done,
an example of this is how the
neighbouring countries of Ukraine
have welcomed those fleeing for
their lives from the Russians with
open arms, taking them into their
own homes, treating them with

God bless, with much love, your
friend in Christ, Hywel.

PLEASE NOTE
Reverend Hywel’s day off is Monday.
He would be grateful to be spared all but emergency calls that day.
Thank you.
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THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGING!
Bob Wigley

D

uring the course of June and
July, Bishop John, supported by
Archdeacons Jonathan (Gower)
and Alan (Brecon), Tim
Hollingdale, Ministry Area
Development Officer and Louise
Pearson, Diocesan Secretary, has
been engaging, separately, with
groups of Clergy and Laity, to
outline his Vision and Values for
the future of the Diocese. The
underlying driver is, of course, the
significant and continuing decline
in Church attendances, right across
the Province - in 1999, the Diocese
had 5400 worshippers – pre Covid,
this number had reduced to 2400,
and was now about 1600!

were “stifled and demotivated”
by the present structure, where
administrative and maintenance
duties prevented them from
faithfully living the life God called
them to!
At present, there are some 21
Ministry Areas, covering some 73
Parishes and about 186 Churches!
The proposals are:•
The number of Ministry
Areas be reduced to say
12/13.
•
Each Ministry Area would
have 3 (or 4 in some larger
Areas) full time clerics.
•
The role of Area Dean would
be discontinued, with
Ministry Area Leaders
reporting direct to the
Archdeacons.
•
There would be 1 ‘PCC’ for
each Ministry Area, which
would become the legal
entity, and where each of the
previous ‘Parishes’ would be
represented. The ‘old’
Parishes would have a small
’Council’ to deal with local

His message for us was stark –
unless we take positive action now,
at the present rate of attrition, a
loss of about 70% of worshippers
since 1999, the very sustainability
and indeed survival of the Church
in Swansea and Brecon was
questionable. At the same time, the
number of full time stipendiary
clerics was much reduced, and
many were complaining that they
7

•

•

•

•

•

matters, and report to the
Ministry Area PCC as
necessary.
There would be a pooling/
sharing of professional skills
and resources.
Each Ministry Area would be
supported by a part time
(say 50%) Administrator.
A suite of Training
resources, and ‘tool kits’
would be available to meet
specific needs.
Names, titles and boundaries
were all provisional at this
stage.
Timeframe for full
implementation – Spring
2023.

questions/observations from the
floor, some sadly negative and in
response to one of the latter, he
pointed out that this was Plan B,
Plan A having already failed, and
there was no Plan C!
At the end, I felt constrained to
observe to the meeting, that we
should all be delighted that we
had a clear ‘Survival Plan’, and
that we should embrace it
positively, and enthusiastically,
and share it with all our members
in the same vein. People can often
be resistant to changes in the
‘status quo’, particularly if they
seize on one aspect, which they
may perceive as being
disadvantageous to them, and it
will only work if we communicate
the proposed changes positively
and enthusiastically. I also said
that we must always be very
careful not to block the
opportunities of tomorrow, simply
because we might be scared or
apprehensive of the decisions we
have to make today. Our situation
is transient, in that we are all
Trustees for the future – that is to
say that it is our responsibility,
indeed our duty, to hand our
Church over to the next generation
in good heart!

This is a ‘headline’ strategic
summary only and I have left out
points of detail.
Bishop John was at great pains to
point out that these were
consultation proposals, which took
into account what had been
introduced successfully in other
Dioceses, with input from the
Archdeacons and Diocesan Staff.
They were not ‘Tablets of Stone’
and the series of meetings across
the Diocese was genuinely
consultative. There were
8

It was particularly pleasing to see
Llwynderw very well represented,
with almost 100% of PCC
Members, and some non-members,
and indeed Sketty Church was
almost full – I understand that
there were getting on for 200
people present. As Bishop John
wryly observed, if this happened
regularly for worship, we wouldn’t
have a problem!

meantime, please keep all those
responsible for finalising and
implementing these changes in
your prayers.
Bob

Ps. If anyone is interested, there
will be another meeting for Laity at
7.00pm. on Thursday 21st July at St.
Illtyds, Fforestfach – you will need
to book a place – contact Tim
Hollingdale, by email at
timhollingdale@cinw.org.uk

As we left the meeting, I found
myself recalling Bob Dylan’s song
from 1967, which is where the title
for this article came from, and in
particular, the line “you’d better
start swimming or you’ll sink like
a stone, for the times, they are a
changing”! How apposite is that!!

THOUGHTS ON CHANGE
The only constant in life
is change.
*****
Change can be difficult,
but not changing is fatal.

We will continue to share details
of the changes with you all, as they
become available, and in the

ENCOURAGEMENT FROM GOD
"See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland."
Isaiah 43:19
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KENNETH’S APPOINTMENT &
INSTALLATION AS CANON TREASURER
IN SALISBURY CATHEDRAL
Felicity Padley

P

eter and I went to stay with
Kenneth, Anna and Alex for the
weekend of Kenneth’s official
appointment and installation as
Canon Treasurer of Salisbury
Cathedral. It was a wonderful
experience, staying in the Queen
Anne house, in the Close, and of
course, attending Choral Evensong
on the Sunday afternoon for the
formal service. We were joined by
Jonathan and Danuta, by Peter’s

sister, Anita, as well as Canon
Arthur and Margaret. The
appointment and installation by
the Right Reverend, Bishop Karen
Gorham, the Acting Bishop of
Salisbury and Bishop of Sherborne,
took place immediately before the
Office of Evensong, and there are
several photographs showing the
stages of how the appointment
was conducted.
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When the installation was
complete, we moved on to
Evensong, in which, I think, the
highlight for everyone, was Alex
reading the Old Testament lesson.
It was a long reading, and he was
completely unfazed by having to
handle not just the Canaanites
and the Hittites, but the Amorites,
the Perizzites, the Hivites and the
Jebusites as well.
After the service there was an
opportunity for everyone to enjoy
afternoon tea, and to socialise with
all their friends, old and new. The
official photographer continued his
work, taking a series of both
formal and informal shots. I
would like to acknowledge that all
the photographs were taken by
Finnbarr Webster, and to thank the
photographer for the very high
standard of all his work.

Howells his first Sunday School
teacher, and all the priests and lay
people who worked with him
when he was Sacristan in Holy
Cross, especially to Tim (now
Canon) Williams who appointed
him as Sacristan; to Canon George
and Rhona Bennett, who first took
him to special services, like the
Chrism Mass, in Brecon Cathedral,
and finally to Canon Arthur who
was always to hand to give help
and advice when Kenneth was
Curate in St Mary’s and
unexpectedly had to cover a long
inter-regnum, only a few months
after he was appointed and before
he became a priest.

All the Padley family would also
like to thank everyone in the Parish
of Llwynderw for the support and
love offered to Kenneth as he was
growing up here. Our thanks to
Tony Pierce who baptised him,
and prepared him for
confirmation, and then later as
Bishop of Swansea and Brecon,
ordained him; to Margaret

Felicity
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Top: Installed!

Bottom: Kenneth with the
Canon Chancellor, the Dean,
Bishop Karen & the Canon
Precentor
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FAMILY NEWS

C

ongratulations to Walter and
Lyn Jones on their Diamond
Wedding Anniversary on 16th
June.

Congratulations to Archdeacon
Jonathan who celebrated the 25th
anniversary of his ordination to
the priesthood at Petertide.
Congratulations also to John
and Christine Ryland who
celebrated their 60th anniversary
on 7th July.
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The parish sends warm
congratulations to the Reverend
Sarah Harris, who was ordained
priest by Bishop John at Brecon
Cathedral on 25th June. Sarah
celebrated her first Eucharist at St
Mary’s on Sunday 26th June.
Sali-Wyn Ryan is a violinist with
the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra
which is working with the Football
Association on a new anthem for
the UEFA Women's EURO
competition 2022. Part of this
project involves working with
children's groups and community
singers from all the host cities up
and down the country to
perform 'Beautiful Game' by
composer Shirley Thompson OBE.
This will be the anthem during the

tournament. Sali-Wyn is one of a
group of musicians visiting each
host city to introduce the new
anthem.

THANK YOU ALL!

To the lovely people of Llwynderw, thank you so
much for your cards and good wishes on the
celebration of our anniversary, it was very much
appreciated.
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70 Years of Change for Women and the Istanbul Convention

O

n 7 June, after the celebration
of the Eucharist in Holy Cross
Church by Rev Hywel, members
competed in the MU Platinum
Jubilee Quiz of 50 questions.
Congratulations go to Hazel
Somers, our Branch Co-Leader and
Treasurer who, way ahead of all
other contenders, won the special
Jubilee prize of an appropriately
decorated tin of shortbread biscuits
purchased from Buckingham
Palace by Alan Griffiths.
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On 6 September, following the
summer break, and after the
Eucharist celebrated by Rev Biddy,
we plan to continue the Jubilee
theme with a 10 minute long BBC
video ‘70 Years of Change for
Women’ followed by four
questions, posed by MU, which
aim to provide a springboard for
people to share, at will, their
memories as well as thoughts
about the future, and to allow for
open-ended conversation. I look
forward to some interesting,
entertaining and possibly
challenging conversation!

On the wider front, this year is
the 10th Anniversary of the
Istanbul Convention which is a
treaty of the Council of Europe
against gender-based violence. It
is generally considered as the gold
standard in the movement towards
gender equality because it is
legally binding and mandates that
each country adhere to a set of
minimum standards when it comes
to protecting women and girls. It
opened to signatures in 2011, and
ten years on, the UK is finally
ready to ratify the convention. The
Home Secretary recently
announced that the UK would
ratify it towards the end of July,
but with reservations on a key
article that would grant residence
to those survivors of violence

The MU Gower Archdeaconry
Quiet Hour is planned to take
place on Tuesday, 20 September at
St Hilary’s, Killay, time TBA.
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whose immigration status relies on
their partners.

If you wish to, you can take
action by calling on your MP to
demand ratification without
reservations, start supporting MU's
work across the UK including
refuges that need consistent
support and supplies, and finally,
by joining MU in our campaigning
on an ongoing basis. Raise your
voice on social media and tag us:
Facebook: @MothersUnion
Instagram: @OfficialMothersUnion
Twitter: @MothersUnion

This decision has been heavily
criticised as it excludes migrant
women from protection. An open
letter addressed to the Home
Secretary was recently signed by
more than 80 women’s
organisations, including Mothers’
Union’s Chief Executive Officer,
Bev Jullien. The letter &
signatories may be seen on the
Istanbul Convention Change
webpage at https://icchange.co.uk/
allwomenletter

If you are unable to access the
aforementioned information via
the internet, please feel free to
contact me at 01792 208269 for
information in hard copy format.

Mothers’ Union have produced a
4 minute long video in which Bev
Jullien talks about the Istanbul
Convention, why it matters to MU
and the need to ratify it without
reservations. It may be viewed at
https://youtu.be/B0_L3q9BxZ8

OUR BRANCH MEETINGS &
SERVICES ARE OPEN TO ALL.
WE LOOK FORWARD TO
WELCOMING YOU.

Further information about the
Convention may be found on the
Council of Europe’s portal at
https://www.coe.int/en/web/
istanbul-convention/home?
dm_i=1I8Y,7W301,8M2BZE,W8TY
A,1

PS. ‘All internet links referred to
in the article were provided by MU
HQ at Mary Sumner House, 24
Tufton St, Westminster, London
SW1P 3RB’.
Elaine
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PLANTS & HYMNS Part 2
Felicity Padley

W

ell! Three people rose to
the challenge I gave last month to
name hymns that mention plants.
Biddy was first out of the blocks.
She identified We three Kings of
Orient are, as a carol that
referenced plants, where she
identified frankincense:
Frankincense to offer have I, incense
owns a deity nigh. Read on and
you will also discover Myrrh is
mine, its bitter perfume breathes a life
of gathering gloom… Both
frankincense and myrrh, of course,
are derived from plants and are
relevant to Epiphany, and will
therefore re-surface early in 2023!

thorn, they bore Thee to Calvary.
And so both the cedar, as one of
the 3 possible woods of the Cross,
and the Crown of Thorns, draw us
back to Good Friday (The Plants of
Holy Week, April 2022 Magazine).
As expected, it was Les who
came up with the longest list of
hymns. Well done Les, here are all
your suggestions:

All creatures of our God and King
Fill your hearts with joy and
gladness
For the beauty of the earth
Jesus Christ the apple tree
King Jesus hath a garden
Lord of beauty, thine the
splendour
Morning has broken
Now the green blade riseth
Now the holly bears a berry
O Lord my God
The cherry tree carol
The holly and the ivy
We plough the fields and scatter

Biddy’s other gem was Thou didst
leave they throne and thy kingly
crown, when thou camest to earth for
me, because hidden away in the
third verse is the cedar tree: The
foxes found rest, and the bird had its
nest, in the shade of the cedar tree;
and then in verse 4, we have Thou
camest, O Lord, with the living word
that should set Thy people free; but
with mocking scorn and with crown of

Interestingly, if we exclude for
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the moment, King Jesus has a garden
full of diverse flowers, the only plants
named in the other 12 hymns that
Les identified were grass and
wheat; holly and ivy; and the
cherry and apple trees. (We all
missed one close to Holy Cross’s
heart – The Linden Tree Carol). In
all 12 hymns the descriptions are
very general – tree and flower; flower
and tree; now the green blade rises;
through woods and forest glades, and
birds sing sweetly in the trees. Is this
intentional by those who have
written hymns? Do they avoid
naming all but the most obvious
plants, like grass and wheat,
because when people sing hymns,
they can then think of the trees and
flowers with which they are
personally familiar, in places
where they live, or perhaps where
they holiday, and everyone will
then build up their own image of
the plants they know, like and
value?

Patience. The blithe and thrifty
Marygold, Obedience, and The Crown
Imperial bloometh too in yonder place,
Tis Charity, of stock divine, the flower
of grace. The Crown Imperial is a
fritillary, originally from the
eastern Mediterranean region, and
has been in flower recently in
Clyne gardens. And then there is
one other verse that plays very
cleverly on words. It reads Yet,
‘mid the brave, the bravest prize of all
may claim_the Star of Bethlem – Jesus
– blessed be his Name! That
immediately focusses on Jesus, but
it has not lost the flower theme,
because the Star of Bethlehem is
also the name of a flower, a name
which must be symbolic of Jesus.
The Star is a member of the lily
family, that blooms in late spring,
with small white flowers, each
with 6 petals making the star.
The prize for the most obscure
suggestions in response to my
challenge, must go to Pam Buller,
who suggested 2 hymns. I
couldn’t find either in the plethora
of modern hymn books that Peter
has collected over the years of
playing the organ, but I did find
one in a 1933 edition of the
Methodist Hymnbook. It is Here
Lord we offer Thee all that is fairest.

I don’t know the answer to my
question, but in complete contrast
to those 12 hymns, King Jesus has a
garden full of diverse flowers names
plants that relate to virtues that are
extolled in the Bible, and in
Christian teaching. They are The
bonny Damask-rose is known as
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The third verse reads Raise Lord to
health again those who have sickened.
Fair be their lives as the roses in
bloom…. So roses get a look in, as
they did last month in Daisies are
our silver. Initially, I failed to find
the other hymn Pam mentioned.
Its title is Hail Festal Day, and
Google kept offering me variations
on the theme of Hail thee Festival
Day. Pam’s version of Hail Festal
Day has 2 named plants in it: White
gleam the hawthorn bushes as we pass,
and green and tall grows up the
waving grass. However, the version
that I eventually found from the
Church Hymnal of 1892, makes no
mention at all of any plants. The
hymn though is based on the work

of a very early Christian writer Venantius Honorius Clementianus
Fortunatus, who was born in Italy
in about 530AD and eventually
became Bishop of the Abbey of St.
Croix in Poitiers, in France in 599.
Hymns and plants have been
around for a long time,
So, thank you Biddy, Les and
Pam, for a lovely spread of hymns.
And well-done Pam for a couple of
very little-known titles!! Which
hymn book did you find Hail Festal
Day in, and does anyone else
remember it?
Felicity

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Marriage
Thomas Lloyd Davies & Danielle Louise Hall
Timothy Philip Loescher & Lucy Rebecca Holliday
Andrew Paul Grey & Karen Michelle Minister
At Rest
Mary Florence Irene Price (Irene) aged 97 years
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MUMBLES AND GOWER NEWS 1978

P

am Buller has been continuing to unearth all sorts of historical
documents! This latest is an article that was published in 1978 in the
Mumbles and Gower News. In it are many familiar names, and it will
surely stir some wonderful memories!! Biddy
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FAMOUS CHRISTIAN CHORAL MUSIC
Les Ryan
19. War Requiem by Benjamin Britten

B

enjamin Britten (1913-76) was
one of the great English composers
of the 20th century, writing 14
operas for Covent Garden and
Sadler’s Wells, many songs and
vocal music, orchestral music and
religious choral music. His War
Requiem was written for the
opening of the new Coventry
Cathedral in 1962, rebuilt after the
World War 2 bombing of
Coventry. The traditional Latin
text for the Requiem is used
alongside the poignant poetry of
World War 1 poet Wilfred Owen.

founded the world-famous
Aldeburgh Festival.
There is a link between Britten
and Morriston! In 1943 Britten was
looking for a boys’ choir who
could record his newly written A
Ceremony of Carols (for boys voices
and harp). He auditioned
Morriston Boys’ Choir from
Pentrepoeth Boys School in
Morriston, directed by Ivor Sims
(director and founder of the
Morriston Orpheus Choir). Britten
loved the way the boys sang and
chose them for the premiere
recording by Decca which he
personally conducted. This
recording is still available today on
the Pearl label.

Britten was born in Suffolk and
later attended the Royal College of
Music. His Christmas work – A Boy
Was Born brought him to
international prominence in 1934,
and he was soon a sought-after
conductor and pianist. His
professional partner was the tenor
Peter Pears who premiered much
of Britten’s vocal and solo music
over the years. Together they

The War Requiem is written for
soprano, tenor and baritone
soloists, an adult choir and a boys’
choir, organ, chamber orchestra
and a full orchestra. The music is
heartfelt and intense. Britten was a
22

life-long pacifist and during World
War 2 was a conscientious objector.
The Requiem features the strange
sound of the tritone (notes C and F
sharp) and the effect is
harmonically and melodically
dissonant and unsettling. Britten
makes much use of poems by
Owen including: "Anthem for
doomed youth", "But I was looking
at the permanent stars", "Strange
meeting".

Vishnevskaya (Russia), Peter Pears
(England) and Dietrich FisherDieskau (Germany). However the
Soviet government would not
allow Vishnevskaya to travel, even
though the selection of soloists was
designed to show a spirit of unity
between the nations. The English
soprano Heather Harper stood in
at short notice.
On the title page of the War
Requiem, Britten quotes from
Wilfred Owen:
“My subject is War and the pity of
War

The opening performance was
designed to bring together three
amazing soloists: Galina

FILM CLUB

21 July 2022

Strictly Ballroom
(Paul Mercurio, Tara Morice, Bill Hunter)

“The gift of language combined with the gift of song
was given to man that he should proclaim
the Word of God through music.”
***
“Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music
is the greatest treasure in the world.”
Martin Luther
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PRESS RELEASE: Saturday 25 June 2022
ANNUAL AWARD PRESENTATIONS
CANCELLED BECAUSE OF NATIONAL RAIL STRIKE
One of the National Rail Strike casualties is the annual Association for
Church Editors (ACE) Awards presentation that was to be held in
Westminster Central Hall, London today, Saturday 25 June.

A

CE Awards have been
presented annually since 1999
when the Association was formed.
Today it has 200 volunteer editors
who write, edit, and design
magazines for churches of all
denominations in the UK and
abroad. The annual awards are
designed to encourage church
editors to develop and improve
their magazines. Awards are
presented for the overall best
magazines and for specific
categories such as layout,
headlines, the use of graphics and
the Christian message. Each year a
different size and format of
magazine is judged. This year the
competition was for A5 size
magazines printed in colour.

Sally Churchus, ACE Chair, said:
'It is very disappointing that we
have had to cancel the meeting. As
well as presenting the Awards, we
were looking forward to our
Patron, Lord Leslie Griffiths
speaking to us and also previous
Chair, Keith Milmer, giving us
advice about the use of photos in
our magazines. We are in the
process of trying to re-arrange the
meeting for the autumn. It is
usually an uplifting and inspiring
day. Most church magazine editors
work alone and value the
opportunity to meet and share
their successes and to discuss their
problems in serving their church
and local communities through the
printed word.'
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The top 2022 ACE Award winners are:
GOLD:
Ludlow Tower, St Laurence Church, Ludlow, Shropshire
https://stlaurences.org.uk/ludlow-tower/
SILVER: Colerne Parish Magazine, Wiltshire
https://www.facebook.com/ColerneParishMagazine/
BRONZE: Llwynderw, Swansea, South Wales
https://parishofllwynderw.org/about/
St Michael’s & All Angels Parish Church, Pelsall
http://www.stmichaelspelsall.co.uk/

The Gold Winner will receive the John King Trophy, a solid silver
baptismal shell, to use over the coming year.

BRONZE AWARD
Canon Arthur

W

e are delighted to
announce that Biddy Wigley, the
editor of this parish magazine, has
been recognised for her skills by
receiving the BRONZE AWARD
for 2022. This is a great honour and
well deserved for all her efforts in
producing our attractive, well
presented and newsy magazine.

congratulate Biddy on this
prestigious award and continue to
thank her for her work in getting
the magazine to us month by
month.

Thank you, Arthur, for these kind
words. I must thank all the
contributors, without whom I
wouldn’t have a magazine to edit, and
ACE from whom I have learned so
much about how to make a publication
look reasonably professional!

Founded in 1999 the Association
for Church Editors brings together
editors, authors, designers and all
involved in the production of
church magazines. This is a
national competition, and we

Biddy
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REMEMBERING SREBRENICA
a message from Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth
President of “Remembering Srebrenica”

T

he aim of “Remembering
Srebrenica” is to commemorate the
genocide in Bosnia in which
8,000 Bosnian Muslim Men and
Boys were murdered at Srebrenica
in 1995, simply because of their
Muslim identity.

of women, children and the elderly
were forcibly deported. Srebrenica
was a culmination of a campaign
of 'ethnic cleansing' used by
Bosnian Serb forces during the
conflict. This was implemented to
achieve the aim of a 'Greater
Serbia', free from non-Serbs.
Throughout Bosnia, between
20,000-50,000 women and girls
suffered sexual violence, a weapon
of war used to systematically
ethnically cleanse the region and
terrorise the populace.
Concentration camps were
established in the Prijedor area,
and many Bosnian Muslims were
forced from their homes to be
internally displaced or become
refugees.

This year’s Srebrenica Memorial
Week will be taking place from 4th
July to 11th July, and our 2022
theme is ‘Combatting Denial:
Confronting Hatred’.
The history:
Humanity has lived through the
darkest of times, but few events
have stained our collective history
more than the Srebrenica genocide.
On 11 July 1995, Bosnian Serb
forces, led by General Ratko
Mladić overran and captured the
town of Srebrenica in Eastern
Bosnia which had been declared a
UN Safe Area. In the days
following, more than 8,000 Bosnian
Muslim men and boys were
systematically murdered and
buried in mass graves. Thousands

Described by the United Nations
as ‘the worst crime on European
soil since the Second World War’
the genocide at Srebrenica was
officially recognized by the
International Court of Justice and
the International Criminal
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia
at the Hague. Yet denial of this
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atrocity remains widespread.

A prayer for Srebrenica:

Many in Bosnia-Herzegovina are
still struggling for justice. Among
these are organisations such as the
Mothers of Srebrenica, who
campaigned for the recognition of
the deaths of their loved ones, and
the Association of Women Victims
of War who campaigned for justice
for survivors of sexual violence
who still fight stigma within
Bosnia.

O God of truth and justice, we
remember today the consequences
of hatred in lives brutally
extinguished, in hearts torn apart
in memories scarred with pain.
As we remember and honour the
victims of hatred, lead us to sorrow
over the sins of humanity.
Draw close, we pray, to mothers
and sisters, wives and
grandmothers and all relatives and
loved ones left behind, and heal the
pain in their souls.
And teach us, O Lord, to learn
how to live for a world where
differences are respected and
valued, and where fear and
mistrust can never overwhelm us
nor vengeance be stirred in our
hearts.
Give peace we pray, to the people
of Srebrenica; that their lives may
be restored through your grace.
Amen.

On 11th July, the official date of
remembrance each year, we
honour the victims and survivors
of genocide, and pledge ourselves
to creating a better, stronger and
more cohesive society in the
United Kingdom.
The lessons we learn from
Srebrenica are that hatred and
intolerance can flourish if left
unchallenged. Even in Bosnia,
where people of many faiths lived
as neighbours for centuries, an
integrated society disintegrated.
We must all understand the
consequences of not taking action
against hate. By doing this we give
ourselves hope of illuminating the
darkness and creating a safer
community for all.

N.B.

Don’t miss the back cover of this
edition, where you’ll find some
stunning images of the Wales Air
Show taken by Ceri Hurlow and
reproduced with his permission.
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PUT YOUR HAND INTO THE HAND OF GOD
Rev’d Biddy

I

have been re-reading the book
that was produced by the Bible
Society, HOPE and the London
Institute for Contemporary
Christianity to mark the 90th
birthday of Queen Elizabeth ll, The
Servant Queen.

persevering, life-affirming,
generous-hearted, unstinting, wise
service on behalf of others.’
Our Queen has not been spared
the difficulties of life, describing
one year as her ’annus horribilis.’
Yet throughout it all she confesses
that she relies on her faith to guide
her through all the ups and downs
that are part and parcel of the
human condition, drawing
strength from the message of hope
in the Christian Gospel.

In her forward she reflects on a
poem, by Minnie Louise Haskins,
quoted by her father, King George
Vl, in 1939 as we went to war:

I said to the man who stood at
the Gate of the Year
“Give me a light that I may tread
safely into the unknown.”
And he replied, “Go out into the
darkness, and put your hand into
the hand of God.
That shall be to you better than
light, and safer than a known
way.”

For all the wealth and for all the
priceless symbols of her power
bestowed upon her at her
Coronation, for her the most
valuable thing of all was the Bible
that was presented to her.
For her, Jesus’ message of love is
central. In loving ourselves Jesus
meant making the most of the gifts
we have been given, nurturing our
talents and making the best of
ourselves. Living well is good for
us and for our neighbours. Even
the smallest pebble causes ripples

I quote from The Servant Queen:
‘Throughout her long life, Queen
Elizabeth has consistently,
winsomely and publicly honoured
the God she serves and has been an
extraordinary example of joyful,
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to spread across a pond. Our daily
choices and actions make a
difference. Alone we may feel
powerless, but together we can
bring about change.

poorest brothers and sisters.
Christians should be especially
concerned as we believe that
creation has divine origins.
Do we walk hand in hand with
God? Do we respect God and
acknowledge the divine source of
our planet? I will adapt a sentence
from Bob: ‘we are trustees of this
planet and it is our responsibility
to ensure it is in good order for
future generations.’

In Pope Francis’ encyclical in
2015 he wrote: “Lack of respect for
creation is lack of respect for God.”
Humanity has exploited the earth,
and acted as if the point of human
life is to buy and consume as much
as possible. Responsibility for
change lies with wealthy nations as
our demands adversely affect our

With every blessing, Biddy

ECO MATTERS
Rev’d Biddy

I

read about an experiment into
electricity consumption and
estimated cost savings from
making small changes. He reckons
he could save 23% a year.











A few of the findings:
A TV left on standby costs
£70 p.a.
A stereo left on standby costs
£80 p.a.
Four tumble drier loads a
week costs £275 p.a.
A phone charger plugged in

but not in use costs £16 p.a.
An old 100w bulb on for 5
hours a day costs £53 p.a.
If you boil only the amount
of water you need you could
save £30 p.a.
Exchanging a daily bath for a
shower could save £213 p.a.

While I can’t guarantee accuracy
the principle is worth thinking
about – cut demand on the grid,
cut personal costs. Sounds like a
win-win situation!
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DOWN 2 EARTH
PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LTD

•
•
•
•
•

All aspects of Home and Grounds Maintenance
Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom Installations
Painting and Decorating Service
All projects Fully Managed
Free Estimates and all Work Fully Insured
Mike Timbrell 07813 055357
down2earthltd@icloud.com

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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Contact Andrew, Dafydd,
Rachel or Lauren

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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To enquire about advertising costs please contact the Editor
Details on page 4

MUSIC TUITION

West Cross
Dental Practice

Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute
& Theory of Music

Andrew Llewellyn BDC
NHS, Private & Denplan

Nick Kiley

BA (Hons) PGDip (RNCM) PGCE

54c Mulberry Avenue
West Cross
Swansea
SA3 5HA
Telephone: 404405

Telephone:
07929 009772

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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H
HERITAGE
CARPET & FLOORING LTD
Specialists in carpet, wood,
laminate & vinyl
422 Gower Road, Killay,
Swansea, SA2 7AJ
Tel/Fax: 01792 202 021
www.heritagecarpetandflooring.com

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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HEADS TOGETHER

DON PIPER

Unisex Hair & Fashion Care
Perming/Tinting/Colouring
And Creative Designs
NEW!
O.P.I Gel Nails

Gentlemen’s Hairdresser
Established 1962
Customer Care
our speciality

14 Queen’s Road
Mumbles
Tel: 366576

134 West Cross Lane,
West Cross, Swansea
(01792) 401471

Open Tuesday & Thursday 10am - 3.30pm
Friday 9am - 3.30pm Saturday 10am - 12noon

GLYNDERI COTTAGE
01874 636878
SENNYBRIDGE
BRECON
POWYS
LD3 8TS

Rebekah Robertson
54 Newton Road
Mumbles, SA3 4BQ

Walk - Explore - Relax

Tel: 01792 732177

www.glyndericottage.co.uk

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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Images from the 2022 Wales Air Show
printed with the permission of the photographer, Ceri Hurlow

Printed at Brynymor Digital Ltd, 14 Brynymor Road, Swansea
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