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9.30am
11.00am

Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

Holy Cross
Clyne Chapel

Wednesday

10.30am

Holy Eucharist

Clyne Chapel

Thursday

10.00am

Holy Eucharist

Holy Cross

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,
of the names of those who are sick.
The Chapel of St Faith is open daily for Foodbank drop-offs only.
Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with
The Reverend Hywel Griffiths
The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion
of the sick or infirm at any time.
The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing.

WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS
Wednesdays 9.45am
Fridays

Spinning Tots with Miss Lizzie

A fun introduction to dance, movement & ballet for
children aged 18 months to 4 years .

9.30am - 12 Community Art Class
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Dr Felicity Padley

32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill
Email: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com

Tel: 402437

LAY WORSHIP TEAM
Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Esther Searle
PAROCHIAL OFFICERS

Parish Wardens
Vicar’s Warden Mrs Lesley Morris
65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty, SA2 8EW
People’s Warden Miss Kate Richard
6 Ffynone Close, Uplands, SA1 6DA

Tel: 514769
Tel: 642297

PCC Secretary

Dr Felicity Padley
32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill, SA3 5BX

Tel: 402437

PCC Treasurer

Mr Bob Wigley
5 Whitegates, Mayals, SA3 5HW
Email: bobandbiddywigley@gmail.com

Tel: 405404

Parish Organist

Mr Leslie Ryan, BA (hons mus), LCCMD,
AWCCM, CertEd (Wales)
43 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, SA3 5DB

Tel: 406062

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL
can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions
Contact: The Reverend Hywel Griffiths
Telephone: 403957
PARISH ACTIVITIES
Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Mondays at 3.15pm
Eden Bus, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Sundays at 4.00pm
Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday
Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080
Film Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512

Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders:
Hazel Somers: 401705 & Elaine Griffiths: 208269
Get Crafty Group. Every Friday
Sian Griffiths: 403957

Llwynderw Chorale meets occasionally to prepare for important services.
Contact Les and Penny Ryan: 406062
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CELEBRATION & HOPE
Rev’d Hywel

I

have just arrived home from a
wedding rehearsal at Holy Cross, it
has been lovely this year, with the
restrictions of Covid lifted, we
have been able to have weddings
take place in both of our parish
churches. I love a wedding, such a
joyous occasion, to celebrate the
coming together of a couple in
love, but also of their families
uniting as one. So far this year we
have had five weddings to date,
with several others taking place
throughout the rest of the year,
with three of those taking place in
June alone. So, plenty more
celebrating.

times. We congratulate the Queen
on seventy years of service and
celebrate with her.
Then there is Pentecost. Pentecost
is the festival when Christians
celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit,
which descended upon the
Apostles and other followers of
Jesus while they were in Jerusalem.
Pentecost is celebrated on the
Sunday fifty days after Easter (the
name comes from the Greek
pentekoste, meaning “fiftieth”).
Pentecost is regarded as the
birthday of the Christian church,
and the start of the church’s
mission to the world.

In fact, we have much to
celebrate in June. There is the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, seventy
years on the throne, what an
achievement. In my opinion the
Queen has reigned with such
dignity and loyalty, often facing
difficult challenges, from abroad, at
home and from within her own
family, but her backbone has been
her faith in the Lord, which would
have seen her through the difficult

Both of these joyous occasions
we celebrate on the same weekend.
The Queen may have been on the
throne for seventy years and
would have seen so many comings
and goings over her long reign but
compared with the church of Jesus
Christ born over two thousand
years ago, so many more comings
and goings, the rise and fall of
great empires, the forming and
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collapse of dictatorships, with their
emblems and flags buried and
forgotten. But the church of Jesus
Christ and the sign of the empty
cross is still standing. And it is in
this sign of the empty cross that we
have hope in the risen Lord Jesus,
not just now but in the future as
well. So, as we celebrate Pentecost
and the gift of the Holy Spirit we
can move forward, positively in
knowledge that we are loved by
God, who gave us Jesus his Son,
and left us with the Holy Spirit.

thoughts and prayers.
Also, we celebrate the instalment
of Peter and Felicity’s son Kenneth
at Salisbury Cathedral. Kenneth will
be installed as Canon Treasurer during
Evensong at 16.30 on Sunday 12 June,
when he will officially take up his post.
The office of Canon Treasurer exists in
many ancient English Cathedrals, and
traditionally involves responsibility for
maintaining the fabric of the building
and preserving its ‘treasures’.
However, the Salisbury role has
expanded in recent years to encompass
sustainability and driving the
Cathedral’s pledge to be carbonneutral by 2030. We congratulate
Kenneth and wish him every success
and God’s blessing in his new
appointment, and we hold him and the
family in our thoughts and prayers.

Something else we celebrate in
June are the ordinations at Brecon
Cathedral, and we give thanks that
this year we can attend the
ordination service and celebrate
with those being deaconed and
priested, unlike the last two years
because of Covid. One of those
being priested this year is Sarah,
who as you all remember spent
two years here with us as an
ordinand. Sarah still tells me how
much she enjoyed herself here with
us in the parish, and I know that
you, along with myself, wish her
all the best, and God’s every
blessing in her ministry. And we
hold both Sarah, and Jeremy her
husband, along with all those
being deaconed and priested in our

After the long dark days of Covid
things are now brighter and we
have much to celebrate, but we
should always be mindful that
there are those who are not so
fortunate, and we should always
hold them in our thoughts, hearts,
and prayers, and we should all
have hope in a God who loves us,
so let us celebrate as we look to the
future.
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Scott Hafemann wrote. “Hope in
God’s promises, therefore, is not a
wishful longing but a faith-filled
confidence for the future. It is
simply impossible to trust one of
God’s promises and not anticipate
its coming true. To know God is to
trust Him. And to trust God is to
trust his promises. And to trust

God’s promises is to be sure of
their fulfilment. This assurance
concerning the future, anchored in
God’s promises, is what the Bible
calls Hope.”
God bless, with much love, your
friend in Christ, Hywel.

FAMOUS CHRISTIAN CHORAL MUSIC
Les Ryan
Music for Royal Occasions: Spem in Alium

R

oyal occasions and
ceremonies have inspired many
composers. The Tudor anthem
Spem in Alium, (I have never put my
faith in any other) composed by the
Renaissance English composer
Thomas Tallis (1505 -1585) must be
one of the earliest that still exists.
Tallis was a composer and organist
for the Chapel Royal.

and ceremonies. By 1455 we know
that there were 24 singing men and
7 boys who sang daily at services.
By the middle of the Tudor period
the gentlemen and children would
also act in pageants and plays for
the royal family. Today the Chapel
Royal Choir is based in St James
Palace, London and comprises 6
men and 10 boy choristers who
wear a distinctive red and gold
uniform designed for them in 1660!

The Chapel Royal employed
composers, musicians and singers
from as early as the the twelfth
century to perform whenever the
monarch required music, such as
entertainments, religious services

There is a record of Spem in
Alium being sung by the Chapel
Royal choir at the 1610 Investiture
of Henry, Prince of Wales, (the son
7

James I) but this anthem was in all
probability written for the special
service that celebrated the 40th
birthday of Queen Elizabeth I in
1573.

alongside other members of the
royal household. We don’t know
whether Thomas and Joan had
children.
Throughout his life he remained
a Roman Catholic, but subtly
amended his musical style to suit
the needs of the various monarchs
as they changed back and fore
from Catholic to Protestant.
Catholic music could be more
complex with melody
interweaving with melody and
invariably in Latin, Protestant
music however required the text to
be clearly sung so the words were
easily understood, and it was
generally, but not always, in
English.

Uniquely this anthem is written
for 8 separate choirs, each with five
voice parts (soprano, alto, tenor,
baritone and bass) – making 40
singing parts, to mark each of the
monarch’s forty years. Tallis must
have recruited extra singers and
choirs from the London churches.
The eight choirs would have sung
in a semi-circle pattern with the
music gently moving around the
eight choirs before everyone sings
simultaneously. This famous
anthem takes about 12 minutes to
sing and is full of contrasts:
sometimes everyone sings
together, sometimes the choirs call
and answer each other, sometimes
individual voices sing, or the
music is passed from one choir to
another. It’s a musical triumph and
places Tallis among the greatest of
composers for the English church.

One of Tallis’ hymn tunes is still
in use today, the evening hymn
‘Glory to thee, my God, this night’.

Thomas Tallis served four
monarchs: Henry VIII, Edward VI,
Mary I and Elizabeth I. Tallis
married a young widow named
Joan and lived in Greenwich
8

THE BISHOPS’ PLATINUM JUBILEE
STATEMENT

A

s Her Majesty the Queen
celebrates the remarkable
achievement of reaching her
Platinum Jubilee we send her our
heartiest congratulations. We give
thanks for her long reign and the
dedicated service she has given to
the UK and the Commonwealth
over seven decades, fulfilling the
promise she made on her
succession to the throne.

commitment to them.
We particularly appreciate the
Queen’s fondness of Wales and
remember with gratitude her many
visits here, whether they were to
celebrate with us or to share our
times of grief and sadness. Her
presence has so often been a source
of comfort, reassurance and
steadfastness to many as the years
have gone by.

Throughout her reign Her
Majesty has been guided by her
Christian faith and has won the
hearts of her people through a life
of dignity, respect and

We continue to pray for Her
Majesty, that she shall be guided
and comforted by her faith and her
love of God for the rest of her life.

The Archbishop of Wales and Bishop of Bangor, Andy John;
The Bishop of St Asaph, Gregory Cameron;
The Bishop of St David’s, Joanna Penberthy;
The Bishop of Llandaff, June Osborne;
The Bishop of Monmouth, Cherry Vann;
The Bishop of Swansea and Brecon, John Lomas;
The Assistant Bishop in Bangor, Mary Stallard.
Examine me, Lord,
and help me to see where my faith is weak and life lacking.
Put a new heart and a right spirit within me, and make me whole.
Amen.
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QUEENHOOD
Simon Armitage

An exclusive poem for the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee 2022 by the Poet Laureate
I
An old-fashioned word, coined in a bygone world.
It is a taking hold and a letting go,
girlhood left behind like a favourite toy,
irreversible step over invisible brink.
A new frock will be made, which is a country
hemmed with the white lace of its shores,
and here is a vast garden of weald and wold,
mountain and fell, lake, loch, cwm.
It is constancy and it is change:
the age of clockwork morphs into digital days,
but the song of the blackbird remains the same.
II
Queenhood: a long winding procession
from the abbey door to the abbey door.
Queenhood: vows taken among bibles and blades,
beneath braided banners and heralding horns;
the anointment of hand, breast, head, with oil
of cinnamon, orange, musk and rose; promises
sworn in secret under tented gold
so daylight won’t frighten the magic away,
too sacred by far for the camera to see.
It is an undressing first then a dressing up,
a shedding of plain white cloth then the putting on
of a linen gown and the supertunica — dazzling gold foil
lined with crimson silk. Man will walk
on the moon, great elms will fail and fall.
But a knife’s still a knife. A fork’s still a fork.
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III
So the emblems and signs of royalty are produced:
the gilded spurs; the blued steel sword — like a sliver
of deep space drawn from the scabbard of night —
to punish and protect; bracelets to each wrist,
sincerity and wisdom — both armour and bond.
Love is still love is still love, and war is war.
IV
And indestructible towers will atomise in a blink.
The God particle will be flushed from its hiding place.
The sound barrier will twang with passenger planes.
Civilisation will graft its collected thoughts
onto silicon wafers, laureates will pass through court . . .
But Taurus, the bull, on its heavenly tour,
will breach the same horizon at the given hour.
V
Queenhood: it is the skies, it is also the soil
of the land. It is life behind glass walls
and fortified stones. Robe and stole are lifted
onto your shoulders — both shield and yoke.
Motherhood and womanhood will be taken as read.
‘Multitasking’ will be canonised as a new word.
VI
It is an honouring, but also an honour.
In the flare and blur of an old film
ghostly knights and chess-piece bishops deliver
the unearthly orb, with its pearled equator
and polished realms, into your open palm;
and pass you the sceptre and rod of mercy
and justice, one bearing the cross, one plumed
with a white dove; and load your fourth finger
with a ring that makes you the nation’s bride;
11

and offer the white kid glove with its scrollwork tattoo
of thistles and shamrocks, oak leaves and acorns;
then finally furnish your head with the crown —
jewelled with history, dense with glory —
both owned and loaned at the same time.
Do those burnished relics still hold
the fingerprints of a twenty-seven-year-old?
VII
A priceless freight for a young woman to bear,
but, draped and adorned, a monarch walks forward
into the sideways weather of oncoming years.
And the heavy cargoes of church and state
lighten with each step, syrupy old gold
transmuted to platinum, alchemy redefined.
Queenhood: it is law and lore, the dream life
and the documentary, a truthful fantasy.
For generations we will not know such majesty.
Signed limited editions of the poem are available from faber.co.uk

ROYAL RECOLLECTIONS

bit of decorating. Unfortunately
I’m not a very tidy painter and
inevitably end up with paint
everywhere. On one occasion I
succeeded in tipping half a can of
white paint on a stair carpet
resulting in an insurance claim!
That’s a rare occurrence. Usually,
it’s just spills which end up on my

Canon Arthur writes:
THE QUEEN AND I

T

here are two occasions when
our paths have crossed. I well
remember some years ago doing a
12

painting clothes forming a rather
ugly pattern! It was during such a
painting expedition that the phone
rang. It was Margaret ringing to
tell me that she was ready for me
to pick her up in town.

celebrating the 70th anniversary of
Brecon Cathedral’s rise to
Cathedral status as the new
diocese of Swansea and Brecon
came in to being. We received a
visit from the Queen to mark this
auspicious occasion and as a
member of the cathedral chapter I
was among those presented to her.
This took place after a special
service when we were introduced
to her majesty by the bishop. We
each shook her hand and then had
a photograph with her. At least 11
out of 12 of us! Unfortunately, just
as the camera clicked the canon
next to me shifted slightly on the
uneven grass verge and leant
towards me. Consequently, when
the photograph was printed, of me
there was no sign!! I had been
pushed behind another canon.
Maybe one day a researcher will
discover this photo and ask where
is the twelfth canon? Perhaps it
will become a subject for his
dissertation, who knows?!

No time to change. Hefty chunks
of paint on shirt, trousers and even
hair! So off I went to pick Margaret
up at the arranged spot. I think it
was St Mary’s. We noticed a small
group of people had assembled on
the steps of the Brangwyn Hall as
we made our homeward journey
and guessed that there must be
something going on. All was
revealed when we arrived at the
junction with Mumbles Road and
the smartest of limousines flew
past us as the traffic lights changed
to red. There in the passenger seat
was Her Majesty the Queen and
the Duke! No out-riders, no
security, no warning, and there
was I giving them a rather
sheepish wave, which incidentally
they ignored, although there were
red, white and blue marks on my
clothes! It couldn’t be said that I
was unpatriotic.

J

im Watkins’ daughter, Isobel,
sent me a newspaper cutting about
her father’s recollections of the
Coronation in 1953 when he was
selected to represented the RAF
Home Command - see overleaf.

My second face to face with the
Queen was rather more dignified.
It was 1983 and we were
13

Jim describes his memories:
“Training commenced early in the
year with an emphasis on extreme
smartness, fitness and stamina,
underlined by enthusiasm and self
-discipline. In the initial stages, a
novel feature was the need to hold
a heavy rifle plus ceremonial
bayonet at arms length for longer
and longer periods of time until
our arms felt they no longer
belonged to us.

where each step we took was
measured.
“Here also we were introduced
to Dehydration Orders - no liquids
were allowed prior to or during
our standing all day on the parade
ground - as there would be no
toilet breaks on the big day.

“In London we were based, with
all the Commonwealth troops, in
Kensington Gardens where we
lived in tents. As ablutions and
latrines were under field
conditions it was suggested that
we might prefer to use the toilets
in the nearby Lyons Corner House.
Locating your tent after dark was
almost impossible!

“On reflection this was good
preparation, as we would be
expected to hold a ‘present arms’
for long periods during the
Coronation Parade. At Easter we
were taken to RAF Innsworth,
Gloucestershire, for fine tuning

Jim circled
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“During the mornings our
squadron would practice marching
through Marble Arch, past the
Guards Section. At this point the
RAF band would strike up and we
would strive to make the Guards
look on with admiration.

rigorous training, we ‘changed
arms’ in domino fashion as we
marched in the Haymarket. There
we took up our positions towards
the centre of the road - behind us
stood lines of police and
ambulancemen. In case of crowd
problems we were fully trained in
crowd control as well as control of
rearing horses.

“On the penultimate day some
RAF administration had the bright
idea of painting all the RAF
webbing with what must have
been the first white plastic paint. It
proved worthwhile as we were not
affected by the continuous rain on
Coronation Day whereas the
Blanco on the Guards’ webbing
ran and blemished their red tunics.

“To prevent faintness we were
taught toe and finger exercises and
how to gently sway. We were also
encouraged to develop a silent
relationship with someone in the
crowd to occupy one’s mind. I
developed such a relationship with
a group of VIP’s and film stars
sipping champagne on an opposite
balcony. The parade, of course,
was unforgettable, especially the
Queen in her Golden Coach which
came to a short halt in front of us.

“There was tremendous
excitement and tension in London
- stands were being constructed
and people were sleeping on
pavements. We practiced
marching to our destination, The
Haymarket, where we would line
the route.

“On returning to Kensington
Gardens following the parade,
pleased, overwhelmed, tired and
wet, we were offered mugs of
‘medicinal’ rum to help us recover.
As long as we beat the milkman
we were allowed to stay out of
camp all night to enjoy the
festivities - but that is another
story!!”

“Before 7am on Coronation
morning, resplendent in
Coronation uniform, we emerged
through Marble Arch to such a
crescendo of noise we could not
hear the orders being shouted
from the front so, despite our
15

More recollections!
Thank you Lesley, for
these lovely images
from the Daily Mirror &
the Sunday Pictorial
Coronation Souvenir.
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FAMILY NEWS
Felicity Barrow

W

always taken such an
interest in Izzy,
led prayers
and blessed
the couple ,
Rev’d Hywel
provided a
relaxed service,
our friend Hywel
Evans played the
piano and organ
magnificently, Nicola Edwards
(nee McCabe) read beautifully
from Colossians, two of our Messy
Church congregation were
beautiful flower girls (thank you
Sofia and Matilda Warchal) and
Pam and Alison Buller spent hours
packing favours very elegantly.

e had a
wonderful day
celebrating
the wedding
of Izzy and
Callum on
28th May at
Holy Cross
Church.
The happy couple met in Year 11
at a university taster and a few
months later were seated next to
each other in A level biology at
Gower College. That was almost a
decade ago and they have stuck
together - notwithstanding
attending different universities
and living in separate and distant
locations for much of the time.
Izzy is the third Acorn to marry
in the last two months and as a
family we felt hugely supported
by the church. So many people
contributed to make the day
memorable: Jacky and Tracy
prepared the beautiful floral
displays inside and outside the
church, Canon Arthur, who has
17

After their marriage ceremony
Izzy and Callum headed to Clyne
Gardens for photographs and then
joined us in Ocean View,
Llanrhidian for a reception with
dancing to a live band and drinks
until midnight. The honeymoon
suite was a glamping pod, which
fitted well with their mutual love
of all things outdoors. They are
currently enjoying a mini - moon
in Santorini and looking forward
to the excitement of moving house
when they return.

has supported them - Mum and
Dad are recovering slowly… !

Huge thanks to everyone who

DAY OF PENTECOST
ANTHEMS, FOOD & FUN!
Bob Wigley

A

fter a sustained period of
good weather, the Day of
Pentecost dawned wet and also
cold – not perhaps cold in absolute
terms, but certainly by comparison
with the past week! I suppose this
was to be expected, as a Parish
Barbeque was taking place after
the joint Service in Clyne Chapel!

had reconvened the Parish Chorale
– an impromptu group comprising
of some original Members, a
handful of whom had actually
sung with Penny and Les when the
Chorale was first formed over 20
years ago, and some new singers total complement of some 18
choristers. Two Anthems were
performed – Lead Me, Lord, by
Samuel Wesley and Praise God my

For the Service, Penny and Les
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Soul, music by Elgar,
words by Penny and
both pieces arranged by
Les!
Penny and Les again
demonstrated their
unique ability to
transform a disparate
group of volunteers of
varying abilities into a
choir that, after only 3 rehearsals,
produced a very pleasing
performance, that provoked many
complements from the
congregation. Warm thanks to
Penny and Les!

After a break for coffee and cake,
when the 2 Chefs and their helpers
were setting up and cooking, some
35 worshippers joined them in the
borrowed ‘Clydach Gazebo’ – a
lifesaver, given the weather! - to
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enjoy a veritable feast of burgers
and buns, sausages and rolls,
accompanied by a wide range of
salads and ‘sides’, all washed
down with copious supplies of
wine, beer and soft drinks. And
as if that wasn’t enough, we
were then offered a huge
selection of puddings, deserts
and fruit – I doubt that anyone
needed to eat again on Sunday!
Then, a surprise! We were
serenaded by a pair of
Troubadours, who regaled us
with songs made famous by
Johnny Cash, John Denver, the
Dubliners and Max Boyce, to
name but a few, and many of us
joined in the choruses! Warm
thanks to Roger and Dirk who had
morphed from cooks to
entertainers in the
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twinkling of an eye! By special
request, there was also a cameo
performance of ‘There’s a Hole in
my Bucket’ by our resident Mrs
Mop, (complete with cigarette and
bucket!) aka Felicity Padley!
Occasions like this do not just
happen – rather they result from a
lot of hard work, both before and
on the day! So, grateful thanks to
our intrepid Chefs, Dirk and
Roger, ably assisted both
beforehand and in service and
‘front of house’ by Francesca and
Wendy, with John and Walter
serving drinks. Thanks also to
other helpers who I dare not
mention by name in case I
inadvertently miss someone
out!! Likewise, I tried to capture
everyone in a photograph, but
my apologies if I failed!
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A most
enjoyable
afternoon,
and I am sure
that we all
look forward
to the next
occasion!
Bob
22
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THANK YOU ALL!
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BIBLES DESPERATELY NEEDED
IN UKRAINE

T

he Bible Society has
forwarded this message from one
of their representatives in Ukraine:
I am writing to you today with a
special request for solidarity. Will
you provide Bibles at this time of
fear and uncertainty?

value to my community’. His
longing broke my heart.
Please, will you give Ukrainian
people the Bibles they yearn for.
Every day, pastors and priests are
asking for Bibles. People bravely
gather in huge numbers, from all
denominations, to pray for God’s
mercy and grace. The Bible Society
has a special military pass to
distribute Scripture and basic aid.
Please remember, there are many,
many agencies providing
humanitarian aid. That’s vitally
important, of course, But when it
comes to the huge Bible need,
Ukrainians are depending on our
generosity.

Right now, people need hope.
Churches are filled with people
wanting to pray and find comfort.
People call us and visit us daily,
desperate to get Bibles.
But, just two weeks into the year,
our stock has almost gone. People
are taking whatever we have. A
few days ago, a pastor visited our
office asking for Bibles. When he
heard that there were none left, he
pleaded for Bibles that were
damaged or even copies with
pages missing. He said, ‘Even
these Bibles will be of immense

If you are able, you can give
online at biblesociety.org.uk/
ukraine22 or call 01793 418222.

SOMETHING TO PONDER
Be happy when God answers your prayer but be more thankful
when he makes you the answer to someone else’s prayers
Source unknown
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MOTHERS’ UNION
Elaine Griffiths

O

n 3 May, after the Eucharist
celebrated in Holy Cross Church
by our Vicar, Hywel, we enjoyed
our traditional May Tea Party in
the Parish Hall & celebrated two
members’ birthdays which fell on
the following day.

the London HQ (which was a
mainstay income earner as it
hosted meetings) all members’
subscriptions have had to be
directed there. This has left
nothing for our Diocesan projects
which support such things as
Women & Family Refuges and
AFIA (away from it all) breaks for
distressed families in a caravan in
Porthcawl which is loaned to us by
Llandaff Diocese MU, nor for the
general running of MU at Diocesan
level. The 11 members of
Llwynderw Branch would be most
appreciative of your support as we
endeavour, with other branches, to
truly make this a Jubilee Summer
of Hope for others.

A fundraising Bring & Buy is
planned for Sunday, 3 July,
following the Joint Parish Service
at Holy Cross Church in place of
the traditional July branch coffee
evening. As a consequence of the
pandemic, Mothers’ Union
fundraising has been severely
curtailed. Our Diocese is down to
22 MU Branches. Despite drastic
staff cuts at Mary Sumner House,
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At our meeting on
the following Tuesday,
5 July, we look
forward to receiving
an illustrated account
from Felicity Padley
of her son Kenneth’s
installation as Canon
Treasurer at Salisbury
Cathedral on Trinity
Sunday, 12 June. As
usual, all are welcome
to attend.

M U Diocesan Board of Trustees

at Brecon Cathedral on
Wednesday, 11 May, at which our
new Bishop, John Lomas, preached
& commissioned the new MU
Diocesan Board of Trustees, whom
we applaud for their dedication.
Hazel Somers & Elaine Griffiths, co
-leaders of Llwynderw MU Branch,
were delighted to be able to attend
the service, the details of which
will keep for another article!

Continuing the Jubilee theme,
after the summer break we plan,
on 6 September, to view a 10
minute long video ‘70 Years of
Change for Women’ followed by
four questions, posed by MU,
which aim to provide a
springboard for people to share, at
will, their memories as well as
thoughts about the future, and to
allow for open-ended
conversation.

Our Branch meetings are open
to all. We look forward to
welcoming you.
Elaine Griffiths

The MU Gower Archdeaconry
Quiet Hour is planned to take
place on Tuesday, 20 September at
St Hilary’s, Killay, time TBA.

in the Parish Hall after the 10am
JOINT PARISH SERVICE
Please support our

For the first time in over two
years the annual Diocesan
Mothers’ Union festival took place
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THE LENTEN MESSAGE
A Personal Reflection by Lesley Morris

T

he Lent Study Course this
year (9 March-6 April) had a
somewhat different subject matter
to what I would class as the norm.
Whereas previous courses have
invited us to look at our spiritual
lives, either as an internal way,
perhaps re-examining private
thoughts and beliefs, or externally,
demonstrating our Christian
values by kind, empathetic words
or putting in that extra effort to
help someone.

its many modifications come into
our lives through numerous
spheres from medical equipment
to clothes, packaging, mobile
phones, cars, cushions, toys - the
list is almost endless. It is a
versatile and relatively cheap
material. Plastic was invented and
patented by Alexander Parkes in
1892 and his invention stopped the
extinction of elephants whose
ivory was being used for many
things ranging from piano keys to
billiard balls. Its production also
stopped the potential extinction of
some species of turtles as their
shells were being fashioned into
combs (sciencemuseum.org.uk).

This year’s Lent Course focused
on God’s creation - this wonderful
earth - and our responsibility
towards it. We all know we are
custodians of this planet and,
whether you believe human action
is responsible for climate change or
not, there are things we can do to
minimize our adverse impact on
this land. So it was with this in
mind that I decided to participate
in the Big Plastic Count after an
email dropped into my inbox
asking for my input.

However, because plastic is
almost indestructible and so much
of it is being used, its accumulation
is disfiguring our landscape,
killing animals and reptiles and
has now even been found in the
human blood stream.
The purpose of The Big Plastic
Count was to get as many families
as possible to record categories of

There is no denying plastic and
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plastic items they use for 7 days
and then forward the number so
these figures could be collated onto
a national database. The rationale
being that long term the
government of the day will commit
itself to reduce the manufacture
and import of plastic, particularly
that of single use.

negligible in the big scheme of
things, but if every household in
the UK did the same thing we
could significantly reduce the
amount of harm plastic is doing to
our planet.
The Lenten Study Course was
entitled ‘Our Common Home:
Caring for God’s Creation’ and at
the beginning of each session we
would read the Lord’s Prayer
which included an expansion of
every line and this directed our
thoughts towards God’s unending
love and commitment to us and
our homage and responsibility to
Him and for His creation. I would
like to end my personal reflection
on this year’s Lenten Message with
the first two lines and expansion of
the Lord’s Prayer as we would
recite it:

So every day, for 7 days I
counted what plastic we used as
identified on the tally sheet. Being
just the two of us in our household
there wasn’t an excessive amount:
40 bits of plastic. But if all the
households in the UK used the
same amount as us it would add
up to a staggering 58,448,000,000
bits of plastic every year. What was
equally concerning to me was that
only 15% of these plastics gets
recycled in the UK, whereas 22% is
exported. Another 22% goes into
landfill and 41% is incinerated.

Our Father, who art in heaven…..
You are also at home in the air,
the soil, the forests and the
oceans.
Hallowed be your name….
By the care we take of creation.
(Job 38 v 1-21)

Of course there are lessons to be
learnt. I will make a conscious
effort to restrict the number of
plastic tubs and trays I buy, opting
for paper bags or taking my own
container whenever possible. I will
also ensure my refillable plastic
bottle is topped up before I go out
for a walk. Very small actions are

Lesley
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ECO MATTERS

M

air Kiley writes:

On another waste eliminating
point, I have been saving my
empty blister packs of tablets and
found out that the Superdrug shop
in the Quadrant is recycling them,
so as well as dropping off my bras,
I also dropped off a carrier bag full
of used blister packs in Superdrug.
Phew!!

It seems that almost everything
can be recycled these days, and our
aim should be to eliminate waste.
While trying my best to put my
rubbish in separate bags, take my
redundant clothes etc. to the
charity shops, I was struck with
what to do with my no longer used
bras? They, unfortunately, can’t be
taken to a charity shop, and cannot
like redundant pants take on a new
life as dusters!

Footnote from Biddy: I have just
learned that Clare-Anna Mitchell,
West Cross Community
Councillor, has a ‘Bra Bank’ on her
doorstep. As she lives at 1, Sweet
Briar Lane – the first turning on
the left as you travel down
Fairwood Road from Holy Cross –
this may be easier for readers than
going into Swansea.

So, to my great delight, (how sad
am I?), I recently discovered that a
charity was appealing for used
bras, in order to fund money into
Breast cancer research. What a
great idea! So I duly gathered up
my unusable (to me but not
apparently to someone else) bras
and dropped them off at a
collection point in Swansea. I will
pass on details to any of you ladies
in the parish with redundant bras,
and could, if need be, take them for
you to the collection point.
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B

renda Love writes:

Boil only as much water as you need.
Save water, save electricity, save time waiting for the kettle to boil.
Keep moving!

F

elicity Padley writes:

At a wedding in Clyne Chapel
last week, some metallic nonbiodegradable confetti was
thrown, although Hywel had said
it should not be used. It is still in
the church yard, and some has
blown well down towards The
Woodman, and in the other
direction, out onto the Mayals
Road pavement.

My challenge, please, is that each
time you see a circle or star of this
confetti can you pick it up and
throw it away safely, before it
contaminates the stream, and gets
washed out into the bay.
The Parish has a Bronze Eco
Award - let's show that we live up
to it!!

B

eing resourceful means that we utilize the readily available supplies,
tools, and information sources that we have. With modern information
technology at our fingertips, we have more resources for information and
communication than ever before. There really is no excuse for not improving
our knowledge about being thrifty, efficient, organized and prepared. We can
be more like the Proverbs 31 woman and learn skills for managing our
households and finances. We can improve our resourcefulness by visiting
websites where people are creative with using common everyday objects for
other practical purposes. I believe that God wants us to be good stewards of the
resources He has given us and to find the best ways to use what we have for
problem solving, for surviving and for blessing others. He also wants us to
utilize the resources of His Holy Spirit, His Word, and His People to further our
spiritual understanding, our faith and our ability to be used by Him.
Source unknown.
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JOHN FUSSELL MEMORIAL TRUST AWARD
FOR YOUNG MUSICIANS
Bob Wigley

Y

ou are invited to come to a
FREE CONCERT on Tuesday 14th June
at the Taliesin Arts Centre, starting at
7.30pm.! Yes, it is FREE and will
feature performances by 4 Young
Musicians who will be competing for
a prestigious First Prize of £2,500.

area, the John Fussell Memorial Trust
was established, to support Young
Musicians with Welsh
connections, usually Post Graduates
who were undertaking a second
Course at a recognised Music College.
In recent years, to ensure
transparency of selection, we have
invited nominations from the
various UK Music Colleges, and
have selected the best 4 to perform a
15/20 minute programme before a
panel of 3 Judges, Professional
Musicians chaired by Huw Tregelles
Williams, retired Head of Music for
BBC Wales, and an audience.

John Fussell MBE, was himself a
Professional Musician of note,
became Director of Leisure at Swansea
City Council, and was also Music
Director of the Swansea Festival of
Music and the Arts, until his untimely
death in 1990. In recognition of his
enormous contribution and dedication
to Musical Activities in the wider
This year, our Finalist are:Charlie Lovell-Jones
Nye Hughes-Watts
Hannah Lowri Roberts
Dafydd Jones

Royal Academy of Music
Royal Northern College of Music
Guildhall School of Music
Royal College of Music

These Young Musicians have
already been recognised for their
outstanding talents, and now compete
for this very prestigious and
nationally recognised Award, which
carries a First Prize of £2,500, and each
of the 3 runners-up will receive £450.

Violin
Piano
Viola
Tenor

Do please come along and support
these very talented Musicians – I can
guarantee a feast of Music, and you
will not be disappointed!

Bob Wigley
Chairman – John Fussell Memorial Trust
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BRF CENTENARY YEAR

W

hat began with a small group
of parishioners meeting in Brixton
towards the end of 1921 to discuss the
importance of Bible reading resulted
in the formation of the Bible Reading
Fellowship the following year. A
monthly leaflet was produced which
provided Bible readings with a short
reflection for every day of the year.

responsible for their distribution
and will be happy to receive orders.

Requests for this from other parishes
soon flooded in and the seeds were
sown for what became known as the
Bible Reading Fellowship producing
studies which are now used all over
the world. Many find them helpful in
our parish where Esther Searle is

To celebrate BRF’s Centenary Year a
new video Sharing the Story gives a
two-minute snapshot of how the
founder, the Reverend Leslie
Mannering’s vision took off, while the
Centenary Service is also available
online.

In addition to the Bible study notes
BRF has a wider mission which now
includes Messy Church which
encourages faith to grow in people of
all ages who might not encounter
church in any other way.

FILM CLUB
23 June 2022

The King and I
(Yul Brynner, Deborah Kerr)

7 July 2022

The Importance of Being Earnest
(Rupert Everett, Colin Firth, Judy Dench,
Reese Witherspoon)

21 July 2022

Strictly Ballroom
(Paul Mercurio, Tara Morice, Bill Hunter)
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CLYNE IN BLOOM 2022
Lesley Morris

E

very Wednesday during
May, Clyne Chapel stayed open
following the Holy Eucharist
service until 4pm, inviting passersby to come inside, have a look
around and enjoy a cup of tea or
coffee and a piece of cake if they so
wished.

musical talents with those present.
Wednesdays through May were
not always fine and sunny but the
promise of fresh homemade cake
or welsh cakes proved a big
temptation and many visitors
commented how delicious the
cakes were. Having Clyne open
meant we were able to welcome
people in, give them some
information about the Chapel’s
past and also the services that are
held in Clyne and Holy Cross
Church every week.

Visitors were invited to savour
the beautiful soft and
contemplative music of our Parish
Organist, Mr Les Ryan, the one
exception being on 28th May when
a funeral service was taking place
in the afternoon. On the first
Wednesday Les was joined by SaliWyn, his and Penny’s daughter,
who is a renowned violinist with
the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra this proved to be a truly moving
experience. Sali-Wyn arrived in
Clyne Chapel straight from
returning from a musical
engagement in Finland, the
country she had left at 4 o’clock
that morning. It was an absolute
delight to hear her play
accompanied by Les and we thank
them both for sharing their

A very big thank you to all who
supported this event and for the
offers of help. Total donations for
refreshments amounted to £225
and the sale of sundry items which
included hand crafted gifts, raised
£15. The money raised will go
towards the Parish of Llwynderw
Charitable Giving Fund.
Lesley
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PLANTS & HYMNS Part 1
Felicity Padley

I

have received a new
comment about Easter flowers.
Over the Easter period, Sali-Wyn
Ryan was working in Finland. She
discovered, as you would expect,
that all the Spring flowers,
including daffodils, were rather
later blossoming there, than in the
UK. The consequence is, that in
Finland, it is daffodils that are
called Easter lilies, not our usual
large white lilies. Thank you SaliWyn, for that gem.

introduces us to –While for shining
sapphires, we’ve the speedwell blue.
And then verse 3 – These shall be
our emeralds – leaves so new and
green; Roses make the reddest rubies
ever seen. It is a gem of treasures,
and then ends with God who made
the speedwell, keep us true to You.
It got me thinking about whether
there are other hymns with named
plants in them, which led me, of
course, to The Holly and the Ivy. The
Holly and the Ivy I have always
thought, is a very odd combination
of plants to be named in a
Christmas hymn or carol. Why
were they chosen? A little further
exploring reveals that the holly is
referenced in every verse – it bears
a white blossom, a red berry, a
sharp prickle, a bitter bark, and
each time these parts of the plant
are mentioned, they are linked to
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ,
On Christmas Day in the morn.

The daffodils and other early
Spring flowers have now faded
here, and I found myself getting
concerned that I hadn’t seen any
buttercups, when suddenly, in the
second week of May, there they all
were, amongst the daisies, and I
found myself singing – Daisies are
our silver, buttercups our gold. This
is all the treasure we can have or hold.
What a marvellous hymn that is,
written for children by Jan
Struthers, and it doesn’t stop with
daisies and buttercups. Verse 2

So, the parts of the plant are
emphasised as referring
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metaphorically to both Mary and
Jesus, although we might think
that the white blossom would be a
symbol of Mary, whereas the
berry, prickle and bark all
reference Christ’s crucifixion. The
ivy is completely eclipsed by the
holly and doesn’t get a mention.
Why not?

merry men, they dance and they sing;
Ivy and the maidens, they weep and
they wring, and the chorus, which
is totally unacceptable to modern
social and political views - Nay,
ivy, nay, it shall not be I wis; let holly
have the mastery, as the manner is.
So, there is a tenuous link between
ivy – the symbol of women, and
Mary.

Searching the internet gives a
partial answer. The holly,
understandably, has been seen as a
suitable plant to symbolise both
Christ and Christmas since
mediaeval times, especially as it
retains its bright red berries well
into the winter. Ivy remains less
obvious, although there is a
suggestion that the holly
symbolises Jesus, and the ivy
Mary, but again, why?

The other hymn that immediately
sprang to mind as plant-related,
was All things bright and beautiful.
When though, you look at it in
detail, there is no named flower.
There is just Each little flower that
opens, Each little bird that sings, He
made the glowing colours…; The ripe
fruit in the gardens; and The tall trees
in the greenwood. The whole hymn
is believed to elaborate on the
clause in the Apostles’ Creed, in
which God is described as maker of
heaven and earth - the Creator of the
natural world.

One idea is that The Holly and the
Ivy was related to a much older
carol, that was published by Cecil
Sharp, early in the 20th century, in a
collection of folk songs. Sharp
considered the older song The
Contest of the Ivy and the Holly to be
a fight between the traditional
emblems for women – ivy, and for
men - holly. The song has some
fascinating lines – perhaps the
most coherent being Holly and his

It may also be linked to the
phrase in Samuel Taylor
Coleridge’s The Rime of the Ancient
Mariner – He prayeth best, who loveth
best; All things great and small; For
the dear God who loveth us; He made
and loveth all. There is also a story
about All things bright and beautiful,
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which links it to the border
between our Diocese of Swansea
and Brecon, and the Diocese of
Monmouth. The hymn was
written by Cecil Alexander and
originally published in 1848. How
though does that relate it to our
Diocese?

for the purple headed mountain is
one of Crug Hywel, the Sugar Loaf
or the Blorenge, and that the river
running by is the Usk, as it flows
through Crickhowell (S & B) and
East towards Abergavenny
(Monmouth).
As with All things bright and
beautiful, there are many hymns
that refer to plants, but do not
name them. I have found one or
two, but I have a challenge! Who
can tell me, please, the name(s) of
any hymn(s) before next month’s
magazine is printed? I am sure Les
will have some up his sleeve, but
what else can we find?

The relevant bit (not plant
related) is The purple headed
mountain, the river running by. The
mountain and river have been
attributed to 4 different places –
two in Ireland, one in England and
one in Wales. Mrs Alexander is
known to have stayed in Govilon,
near Abergavenny in 1848, and it is
thought that the Welsh inspiration

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
Baptism
Phoebe Erin Thomas
Marriage
Nathan John James and Emily Mary Hunt
Callum Michael Johnstone and Isobel Harriet Barrow
At Rest
Charles Vernon Bowers
Linda Marilyn Williams
Muriel Wilkins
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FINANCIAL REPORT 2021
Bob Wigley

O

ur Annual Accounts were, as usual, included in the Parish Annual
Report, which was presented at the Annual Easter Vestry Meeting on 26 th April.
At the meeting, I talked through the Accounts, and answered questions, but for
the benefit of those who were not present, here is a brief summary.
In order to assess our true performance, we need to ‘strip out’ non recurring
and capital items, so that we can see the extent to which our day to day
operating costs have been met from our regular income, and then of course, we
need to consider the way in which the restrictions imposed by Covid-19
regulations have impacted our performance.

Shortfall for the Year
Less:

Exceptional Credits
Legacy

Add:

6,610

5,000

Covid Share Reduction

19,032

Total:

24,032

Capital Payments
Clyne Chapel

Loan Repayment
Total:
Net Adjustment - credit

12,007 Building Costs from Restricted Funds

5,000
17,007
7,025

Adjusted Shortfall:

13,635

Gift Aid Credit - estimated

11,500 Estimated Figure to be received

True Shortfall for year

2,135
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At first glance, and having regard for Covid-19 restrictions on our Churches’
opening and numbers, this looks reasonably satisfactory. However, we need also
to bear in mind:•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

We did not make any Charitable Donations (other than retiring collections
etc).
We did not draw the income from our Diocesan Trust Investment
There was no Fund Raising Income
Fee Income was reduced
Day to day costs were marginally reduced
Our Giving Income has held up reasonably well, mainly because the large
majority of our congregations now make their Giving by Bankers Orders
Receiving the majority of Giving by Bankers’ Orders helps the Treasurer
to Budget, given that costs continue to accrue whether or not Worshippers
are in Church every Sunday, and is a sign of Commitment – thank you
Many, but not all of those who remain in the Envelope Scheme fill their
envelopes whether or not they are in Church on a particular Sunday, or
send me Cheques in lieu – thank you.

In terms of Actual Cash in hand, we have, as at 31st December 2021:
Unrestricted Cash

59,030

Restricted Funds

152,452 H G Williams Bequest

Earmarked Funds

234,111 Net Sale Proceeds 23 Mayals Avenue committed to Holy Cross Development Project

TOTAL FUNDS

445,593

In all the circumstances, therefore, and having regard for the difficulties we
faced in 2021, I am reasonably comfortable with our Financial Results. However,
we must remember that we received Covid-19 support of £19,032 from the
Diocese, and obviously, we will not receive any support this year!
Thank you for your support in 2021, and as always, please do not hesitate to
have a word with me if you have any queries at all in respect of Giving or
Financial Matters in general, and I will do my best to help.
Bob
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SECURITY STICKERS

I

n 2022 help an older person or
a person with a disability, to
remain safer in their home.

the path.
To date we have given out nearly
80,000 door stickers and if you
know of an older person who
would like to have one, please
email us at
info@ablecommunitycare.com
telling us how many you would
like and the address to send them
to.

Since 2019 Able Community
Care, a Norfolk, nationwide, Livein Care Provider, has been offering
older people and people with a
disability, a free door sticker to
deter unwanted callers.
It is a fact that older and
vulnerable people are targeted by
fraudulent traders, workmen and
fake ‘professional’ people such as
conmen advising they are from the
Water Board, Gas Board, NHS
Covid Dept., etc. Many people
have told us, this sticker on a door
does mean they walk back down

We are happy for you to share
this offer on your Facebook page
or in your local magazine/
newsletter.
Angela Gifford
Managing Director
www.ablecommunitycare.com
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PARISH OFFICERS
Rev’d Hywel

F

ollowing our Annual Easter Vestry meeting this year, the first one
for two years because of Covid and all the restrictions that went with it,
the elected Parish Officers are:
Wardens
Clyne Chapel

Lesley Morris

Holy Cross

Kate Richard

Treasurer

Bob Wigley

PCC Secretary

Felicity Padley

Safeguarding

Kathleen Boyce

Children &
Youth Leader

Felicity Barrow

Health & Safety Dave Owen

PCC Members
Tracy Richards

Maryon Halliwell Dave Owen

Joyce Owen

Mark Fraser

Francesca de Neve Dirk de Neve

Kath Boyce

Pam Davison

Esther Searle

Can I say a big thank you to those who have stepped down from office
this year, following many years of hard work and devotion to the parish
and service of God.
To those newly elected, a big thank you for putting yourselves forward
and we now look forward to working together to promote the Gospel of
our Lord and Saviour and the growth of Christ’s Church here in the
parish and Ministry Area.
God bless, Hywel.
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DOWN 2 EARTH
PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LTD

•
•
•
•
•

All aspects of Home and Grounds Maintenance
Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom Installations
Painting and Decorating Service
All projects Fully Managed
Free Estimates and all Work Fully Insured
Mike Timbrell 07813 055357
down2earthltd@icloud.com

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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Contact Andrew, Dafydd,
Rachel or Lauren

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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To enquire about advertising costs please contact the Editor
Details on page 4

MUSIC TUITION

West Cross
Dental Practice

Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute
& Theory of Music

Andrew Llewellyn BDC
NHS, Private & Denplan

Nick Kiley

BA (Hons) PGDip (RNCM) PGCE

54c Mulberry Avenue
West Cross
Swansea
SA3 5HA
Telephone: 404405

Telephone:
07929 009772

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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H
HERITAGE
CARPET & FLOORING LTD
Specialists in carpet, wood,
laminate & vinyl
422 Gower Road, Killay,
Swansea, SA2 7AJ
Tel/Fax: 01792 202 021
www.heritagecarpetandflooring.com

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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HEADS TOGETHER

DON PIPER

Unisex Hair & Fashion Care
Perming/Tinting/Colouring
And Creative Designs
NEW!
O.P.I Gel Nails

Gentlemen’s Hairdresser
Established 1962
Customer Care
our speciality

14 Queen’s Road
Mumbles
Tel: 366576

134 West Cross Lane,
West Cross, Swansea
(01792) 401471

Open Tuesday & Thursday 10am - 3.30pm
Friday 9am - 3.30pm Saturday 10am - 12noon

GLYNDERI COTTAGE
01874 636878
SENNYBRIDGE
BRECON
POWYS
LD3 8TS

Rebekah Robertson
54 Newton Road
Mumbles, SA3 4BQ

Walk - Explore - Relax

Tel: 01792 732177

www.glyndericottage.co.uk

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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Christ in Majesty
at Holy Cross Church
Fairwood Road

Clyne Chapel
Blackpill
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