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THE PARISH OF LLWYNDERW 
Holy Cross Church & Clyne Chapel, Swansea,  

in the Mumbles Ministry Area 

CLERGY 
The Reverend Hywel D Griffiths 

(Vicar) 
23, Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, Swansea, SA3 5DE 

Telephone: 01792 403957              Email: rev.hywel@outlook.com 

The Venerable Jonathan B Davies B.Th 
(Archdeacon of Gower) 

The Vicarage, Fairwood Road, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5JP 
Telephone & Fax: 01792 512747                 Email: ven.jbd@sky.com 

The Reverend Biddy M S Wigley 
(Assistant Curate) 

5, Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 
Telephone: 01792 405404                Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH 

Sunday 9.30am 

11.00am 

 Holy Eucharist 

Holy Eucharist 
 

Holy Cross 

Clyne Chapel 

Wednesday 10.30am  Holy Eucharist Clyne Chapel 

 

Thursday 10.00am  Holy Eucharist Holy Cross 

 

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,  
of the names of those who are sick. 

The Chapel of St Faith is open daily for Foodbank drop-offs only. 

Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with  
 The Reverend Hywel Griffiths 

 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion  
of the sick or infirm at any time.  

 

The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing. 

WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS 

Wednesdays 9.45am Spinning Tots with Miss Lizzie 
A fun introduction to dance, movement & ballet for 
children aged 18 months to 4 years. 

Fridays  9.30am - 12   Community Art Class  
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READER 

Dr Felicity Padley 32 Fernhill Close,  Blackpill                                                                                                
Email: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 

LAY WORSHIP TEAM 
Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Esther Searle 

PAROCHIAL OFFICERS 

Parish Wardens 
Vicar’s Warden 

 
 

People’s Warden 

 
Mrs Lesley Morris  
65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty, SA2 8EW 
 
Miss Kate Richard 
6 Ffynone Close, Uplands, SA1 6DA 

 
Tel: 514769 

 
 

Tel: 642297 
  

PCC Secretary 
  
 
PCC Treasurer 

Dr Felicity Padley 
32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill, SA3 5BX 
 
Mr Bob Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, SA3 5HW 
Email: bobandbiddywigley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 
 

Tel: 405404 

Parish Organist Mr Leslie Ryan, BA (hons mus), LCCMD, 
AWCCM, CertEd (Wales) 
43 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, SA3 5DB 

Tel: 406062 

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL 
 

can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions 
 

Contact:  The Reverend Hywel Griffiths  
Telephone: 403957 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Mondays at 3.15pm 
Eden Bus, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Sundays at 4.00pm 

Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday 
Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080 

Film Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512 

Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders:  
Hazel Somers: 401705 & Elaine Griffiths: 208269 

Get Crafty Group. Every Friday 
Sian Griffiths: 403957 
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IN THIS ISSUE . . . . . . . 

5. Easter Hope 

7. Family News 

10. From the Parish Registers 

11. Enthronement of the Archbishop of Wales 

12. Palm Sunday Walk 

15. Royal Recollections 

19. Plants of Holy Week Part 2 & Easter Lilies 

21. Famous Christian Choral Music 

23. Mothers’ Union 

25. Film Club 

Contributions for the JUNE 2022 issue  
to be received no later than 

Thursday 26th May 2022 
 

for publication on Sunday 5th June 2022 
   

Rev’d Biddy Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 

 

Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 
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EASTER HOPE 
Rev’d Hywel 

M ay already, Christmas and 

Easter have come and gone. But it 

was so nice this year to celebrate 

and remember Holy Week and 

Easter in both our parish churches, 

unlike the past two years due to 

Covid, and the restrictions that 

were placed on us. Easter day was 

such a joyous occasion, celebrated 

with a Festival Eucharist taking 

place in both Holy Cross and Clyne 

Chapel, and yes hymn singing as 

well! Thine be the glory was sung 

with such enthusiasm and gusto; I 

could have sworn I felt the earth 

shake. And to top it all the sun 

shone with such brilliance; it was 

blinding. But as we celebrated the 

risen Christ, there was sadness in 

my heart, for those who could not 

celebrate as we were, I was 

thinking, in particular of the 

people of Ukraine. 

 

   We live in a very fragile world 

where things can change overnight 

and in doing so, shock us and 

cause us great distress. In recent 

months, the invasion of Ukraine by 

Russia has left all of us with a deep  

 

sense of shock, and horror, that 

war has come to Europe once 

again. For so many Ukrainians, 

their lives have been turned upside 

down, families have been 

separated, homes have been 

abandoned, if not destroyed 

altogether. Towns, cities and areas 

of the country have been flattened 

by continues shelling and bombing 

and many Ukrainian people have 

fled into neighbouring countries 

where they have been welcomed 

with open arms. For those who 

have stayed behind, there is now a 

daily risk of death. Sadly, there has 

already been a huge loss of life. 

 

   We have been brought, yet again, 

face to face with the fragility of 

peace; the reality of a world where 

the presence of weapons of mass 

destruction, are used, as both 

threat and deterrent and where yet 

again ordinary, everyday, innocent 

people suffer, as we all ask when 

or how will this latest war end? 

 

   Recent events in Ukraine have 

then given a particular focus to this  
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season of Easter as we have 

watched in real time the 

consequences of what happens 

when one succumbs to the 

temptation to have power and 

control over the countries and 

kingdoms of this world, such as Mr 

Putin has done in the invasion of 

Ukraine, dark days indeed! 

 

   And yet, with Easter, we also 

learn again that even in the darkest 

of days, there is hope, hope in the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. Those 

going to the open tomb on Easter 

morning thought all was lost, all 

had gone, a huge injustice had 

been committed, how would they 

ever find peace and hope again? 

Yet the presence of the risen Christ 

showed them that hope was alive. 

In and through Jesus, God was still 

with us, even when darkness was 

all around, the light of Christ burns 

bright, the darkness did not 

overcome it. 

 

   One of the things then that we 

can all do is to show the people of 

Ukraine and the world that same 

hope, the light, the love, the 

presence of Jesus Christ who 

welcomes all with opens arms and 

calls our leaders and all of us to do 

the same. Similarly, as we greeted 

the risen ‘Prince of Peace’ on Easter 

morning, so we can continue to 

pray for peace, for all people, for 

the world. 

 

   It was Jesus who said “Peace I 

leave with you; my peace I give to 

you. I do not give to you as the 

world gives. Do not let your hearts 

be troubled, and do not let them be 

afraid.” 

 

   I will end now with this short 

story entitled ‘The Shadow of The 

Cross’ which I came across, the 

author of which is unknown. 

 

   “A young man who had been 

raised as an atheist was training to 

be an Olympic diver. The only 

religious influence in his life came 

from his outspoken Christian 

friend. The young diver never 

really paid much attention to his 

friend’s sermons, but he heard 

them often. 

 

   One night the diver went to the 

indoor pool at the college he 

attended. The lights were all off, 

but as the pool had big skylights 

and the moon was bright, there 

was plenty of light to practice by. 

The young man climbed up to the 

highest diving board and as he  



7 

 

turned his back to the pool on the 

edge of the board and extended his 

arms out, he saw his shadow on 

the wall. The shadow of his body 

in the shape of a cross. Instead of 

diving, he knelt down and asked 

God to come into his life. As the 

young man stood, a maintenance 

man walked in and turned the 

lights on. The pool had been 

drained for repairs!” 

 

   We have hope in a God who 

loves us all. 

 

   God bless, with much love, your 

friend in Christ, Hywel. 

FAMILY NEWS 
Rev’d Biddy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R uth Thomas, a much loved 

member of the parish, died in 

March at the age of 92.  

 

   Ruth was the eldest of four 

children, born into a Brethren 

family in Swansea, and raised with 

traditional Christian values. 

    

   Ruth gained a Physics Degree 

from Swansea University and went 

on to gain a Doctorate in 

Mathematics. She enjoyed a long 

and varied career as a Maths 

teacher, an Academic Researcher, 

Lecturer, Examiner and author of 

several books on Maths. And all 

this while raising three children. 

 

   I will remember Ruth for her 

sense of fun, her interest in 

everything and everyone, and 

above all the joy she radiated.  

 

   Our loving sympathy is extended 

to her family at this time. 
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N icola McCabe and Charles 

Edwards were married at Clyne 

Chapel on 2nd April. They were 

delighted for the ceremony to be 

held in the parish where she was 

baptised and had attended Acorns.  

 

    

   Hywel and Biddy conducted a  

memorable service and the church 

looked beautiful thanks to Tracy’s 

expertise with the flowers. Nicola’s 

brother, Christopher, was an usher 

and very enthusiastically read 

from the bible. Leslie’s organ  

music was perfect for Michael to 

walk Nicola down the aisle, even  

 

though the father of the bride had 

tears of emotion. The Welsh bride 

chose Bread of Heaven as the first 

hymn, but decided that the English 

groom’s favourite, Jerusalem, 

should be played while the register 

was signed, so the words weren’t 

sung. 

 

   After pictures were taken outside 

the church, the happy couple had 

photographs in Clyne Gardens and 

on the beach at Blackpill. As they 

crossed the Mumbles Road car 

horns sounded in celebration.  

The reception was held at Fairyhill 

on Gower. Some of the guests were  

visiting Swansea for the first time 

from far afield. Many commented 

that they will return to explore the 

magnificent beaches and 

countryside with which we are 

blessed, especially after the warm 

Welsh welcome they received. 

Our thanks go to everyone in the 

Parish who supported Nicola 

while she was growing up and 

whose contribution made her 

wedding day so special. 

  Pam McCabe 
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H annah Evans has been a big 

part of the parish for many years, 

attending Holy Cross with her 

grandparents Edwin and Sue 

Shepherd. She joined the Acorns 

Sunday School. She was also, for a 

time, Sacristan at Holy Cross and a 

member of the Parish Chorale.  

 

   It was therefore a particular 

delight to witness her marriage to 

Serban Voda at Holy Cross Church 

on 20th April.  

 

   This was the first of two 

ceremonies. There will be another 

wedding in June in Romania, from 

where Serban originates and where 

his family lives. 

 

   The wedding was very much a 

family affair: Jessica read the 

lesson and her daughter was a 

beautiful bridesmaid. Serban’s 

brother was Best Man and the 

photographer was Hannah’s 

cousin! 

 

   Hannah and her family had 

invited members of the parish to 

come to the wedding and to join 

them in the hall afterwards for 

cake and bubbles - an invitation 

that was accepted by some twenty  

 

parishioners and not surprisingly  

included all the Sunday School 

teachers! Thank you Hannah, 

Trevor and Julie. 

   

   It was such a joy to  witness our  

second ‘Acorn’ marrying in 

Llwynderw this year and there’s 

another one at the end of May!!   

    

   The parish wishes you both  

every happiness and sends very 

best wishes for your wedding in 

Romania later this year. 

 

  Rev’d Biddy 
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
 
Marriage Charles Oliver Littleton Edwards & Nicola Claire McCabe 
  Rhydian Gareth Putt Hughes  & Samantha Louise Crowley 
  Serban-Mihai Voda & Hannah Lauren Evans 
 
 
At Rest Ann Powell 
   

I t is a joy to be returning to 

normal following the restrictions 

over the last two years. To record 

two weddings and a baptism in a 

single edition of Llwynderw 

seems almost surreal!! 

 

   On 27th February, Alys Margot 

Anne Whitehead was baptised at 

Clyne Chapel during the 

Eucharist on a gloriously sunny 

morning. 

 

   The family has a long 

association with Clyne Chapel. It 

is their tradition that family 

members always return to Clyne 

for significant life events such as 

baptisms, weddings and funerals. 

 

   As you might expect, they had a 

great welcome from the 

congregation. We hold Alys and 

her family in our prayers. 
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ENTHRONEMENT OF  

ARCHBISHOP OF WALES 

A ndrew John will be enthroned 

as the new Archbishop of Wales at 

the end of the month. 

 

   Archbishop Andrew, who is also 

the Bishop of Bangor, will be 

enthroned as the 14th Archbishop 

of Wales in a national service at St 

Deiniol’s Cathedral, Bangor, on 

Saturday, April 30. It follows his 

election as Archbishop in 

December, having served as 

Bishop of Bangor since 2008. 

 

   During the service the 

Archbishop and fellow Bishops 

will be greeted by young people 

from across Wales who will 

bring their words of 

encouragement and prayers 

for the ministry of the 

Archbishop and the whole of 

the Church in Wales. 

 

   Throughout the service, the 

cathedral will be filled with 

the sound of music, hymns 

and anthems, including a new 

setting of medieval Welsh 

poetry and words from the  

 

Bible composed by the Welsh 

composer Paul Mealor. 

 

   Representatives from across 

Welsh churches and the Anglican 

Communion will be joined at the 

service by guests from Wales’ 

political, cultural and civic life. 

 

   The service will begin at 2.30pm 

and, in a first for an Archbishop of 

Wales’ enthronement, will be live-

streamed on social media and the 

Church in Wales’ website. 

 

   Taken from the Diocesan Bulletin. 
 

https://churchinwales.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6725f74d347693ce177491953&id=3d103bb84b&e=02ac6c1fe8


12 

 

PALM SUNDAY WALK 
Felicity Padley 

O n the afternoon of Palm 

Sunday, a group of Messy Church 

children, and their parents, met, 

with other members of the Parish 

for the first time since before “lock-

down”.   

 

   We all assembled at Holy Cross, 

and reflected on Christ’s journey 

into Jerusalem, by walking 

through the Parish, to Clyne 

Chapel, and finally to the outside 

shelter at the Woodman, which 

Emily and James kindly made 

available to us.  Sadly, we had no 

donkey to walk with us, or to meet 

us at the Woodman, but it was still 

a very good occasion.   

 

   Everyone carried a Palm Cross, 

and all the children waved shoots 

or branches to represent palms.  

We paused for prayers at different 

places along the route and finished 

at the Woodman, where we were 

joined by more members of the 

Parish and their friends for an 

excellent short service.  Les 

accompanied the hymns on the 

electric keyboard, and Emily  

 

kindly ensured that a sound 

system could be used  so that the 

prayers and readings could all be 

heard easily above the noise of the 

traffic. 

 

   After the Service, the children 

were all given a “Real Easter Egg”, 

which also included a copy of the 

Easter Story.  They were all thrilled 

with the sausages and chips that 

they were offered.  The 

Woodman’s generosity ensured 

that some of the “older” children 

enjoyed them too, before a small 

number of us quietly disappeared 

indoors, to thirst after 

righteousness.   

 

   Our thanks to Hywel and Felicity 

B. for organising the event; to Les 

for the music, and to Emily and 

James for their hospitality at the 

conclusion of an excellent walk. 
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Leaving Holy 
Cross, walking 
through Fairwood 
Park, young and 
not so young 
alike... 
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...down Mayals 
Avenue to Clyne 
Chapel and thence to 
The Woodman. 
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ROYAL RECOLLECTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

L yn Fraser writes: As you may 

know I spent 25 years working in 

Swansea Grand Theatre. Well, 

much excitement, we were to host 

a royal visitor - HRH Princess 

Margaret. After a lot of security 

arrangements HRH duly arrived to 

unveil a plaque in the foyer of the 

theatre. 

 

   The previous week, management 

arranged to have one of the Ladies 

Restrooms redecorated for her use. 

Anyway, on her arrival she was to 

be whisked upstairs to freshen up 

in ‘the’ room. Not so - HRH 

decided to use one of the 

downstairs toilets which hadn’t 

received the ‘special treatment’, so 

there were a few red faces all 

around! 

 

   I have some photos too but 

because of copyright I’m not sure 

we would be allowed to print  

 

them.  

 

   I also have pictures and 

experienced the visit of 

‘Hollywood royalty’ when 

Catherine Zeta Jones opened the 

Arts Wing the theatre and I was 

working at Ty Llen (Dylan Thomas 

Centre) when Bill Clinton visited 

plus a visit from HRH Prince 

Charles. 

 

   I am sure readers would be 

interested to learn about the visits of 

Hollywood Royalty in due course, 

Lyn. Thank you. 

 

E sther Searle writes:   A letter 

from Buckingham Palace?  Surely 

not for me.  But there it was.  ‘You 

are invited to receive Maundy 

Money from Her Royal Majesty 

the Queen on 14th April at St 

George’s Chapel Windsor and you 

may bring a companion.’  My 

choice  was easy and when I asked 

my daughter Tania she was as 

amazed and thrilled to be going as 

I was.   



16 

 

   The letter mentioned the Bishop’s 

Office so I thought that Bishop 

John (now retired) had nominated 

me because of my 20 years+ as a 

Trustee of Faith in Families. 

The tickets and instructions 

followed so on the day we set off 

to drive from Reading where Tania 

lives. 

 

   The ‘Long Walk’ was our way 

into the Castle. This led to the car 

park where we were welcomed 

and directed through a  narrow 

entrance where we had to show 

our tickets and identity 

documents.  The two armed police 

was a reminder of how seriously 

security is taken.   

 

   A minibus awaited us and we 

had a short journey past Frogmore 

Cottage where we later found that 

Harry and Meghan had stayed the 

night, but we didn’t see them.  The 

road led to the castle entrance 

close to the Queen’s 

apartments.  This led to the large 

grassed area surrounded by the 

castle buildings from where we 

walked towards St George’s 

Chapel.  We had to take photos of 

course and all the other guests 

were as excited as us so were 

happy to take photos of us and we 

did the same for them. 

 

   On arriving at the Chapel we 

were greeted by cheerful, helpful 

stewards. Only after we were 

seated did they give us our name 

badges.  Now we could take in the 

magnificent surroundings with 

their historic decoration and 

stained glass.  Looking around we 

wondered what the other guests 

had done to receive this honour. 

We got chatting to Eric Swann 

behind us, a sprightly 99 year old 

who had served in his church shop 

for 38 years.   

 

   This ceremony is an ancient 

tradition which began as a sign of 

humility by the monarch by 

making gifts to the poor.  He or 

She would present the recipients 

with money in two purses, one red 

the other white.  Today these held 

specially minted coins the red one, 

a five pound coin and a 50 pence 

coin and the white one sets of 

newly minted silver pennies 

encased in plastic to preserve their 

minted condition.  The value of 

these was 96 pence.  

 

   The Right Reverend John Inge, 

The Lord High Almoner, 

welcomed us and explained the  
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formalities of the service before the 

processions began, led by choirs of 

the College of St George and the 

Chapel Royal. Her Majesty had 

decided she was not fit enough to 

attend giving the responsibility to  

Prince Charles and the Duchess of 

Cornwall who were then escorted 

to their seats not far from ours.   

 

   Finally came the Royal Almonry 

Procession with the Yeomen of the 

guard in their spectacular scarlet 

and gold uniforms carrying the 

purses on gold Dishes, the Military 

Knights in scarlet uniforms with 

enormous gold epaulettes, two 

choirs, the cross and clergy to 

follow.   

 

   The service began with a hymn 

and a shortened Maundy Thursday 

service. 

 

   During the service came the 

distribution of the Maundy 

Money.  The recipients were 96 

men and 96 women to reflect the 

age of the monarch.  As Prince 

Charles presented the purses he 

only had a brief moment to thank 

the recipient for coming or saying 

this gift was on behalf of her 

Majesty. I felt honoured and found 

this very moving.  

   The service concluded with a 

favourite piece, ‘Zadok the Priest’ 

beautifully performed by the 

choir.  I find this splendid anthem 

very emotional.  It is often heard at 

significant Royal occasions. 

 

   At the conclusion of the service 

we all left the Chapel to go towards 

the Royal Apartments for the 

Reception.  More magnificent 

surroundings awaited us as we 

went up a splendid staircase with a 

full scale model of a knight in 

armour mounted on a horse at the 

top.  This led to St George’s Hall, a 

magnificent building rebuilt 

exactly how it was before being 

destroyed in the terrible fire at the 

castle in 1992.   

 

   We were offered drinks and 

canapés while circulating and 

chatting to several of the recipients 

and some of the staff.  Everyone 

was happy to talk and tell us about 

themselves and what they had 

done.  Charles and Camilla were 

not there and we assumed they 

were with Her Majesty and 

possibly Harry and Meghan which  

we heard about the next day. 

 

   The time came to leave giving us 

the chance for a last look at some  
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of the interesting items on display 

which had been gifts to the Queen 

from various countries.   

 

   Photography was not allowed in 

the Chapel or the Royal 

Apartments but there were official 

photographers in the Chapel. 

These photos will be available 

later.  We had plenty taken by 

Tania so we will have a record of a 

most fabulous day and one of the 

best and most memorable of my 

life.  

The Maundy Money, 
Esther & Tania outside 
Windsor Castle & the 
interior of St George’s 
Chapel. 
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I t was only when we were 

hearing the readings during Holy 

Week, that I realised that I had left 

several crucial plants out of what I 

wrote in the Magazine last month.   

 

   The first missing plant was the 

reed, which the Roman soldiers 

put in Jesus’ hand, after they had 

put the Crown of Thorns on his 

head.  Together the thorns and the 

reed provided the symbols of a 

sovereign’s crown and sceptre.  

The soldiers used them in mockery 

of a “real” king’s crown and 

sceptre, as they knelt before Christ 

and shouted “Hail!  King of the 

Jews!” 

 

   The reed used was a long, 

straight, slender plant, that almost 

certainly grew in the marshy areas 

along the banks of the River 

Jordan.  Probably, it was used 

regularly to make staves and 

walking sticks to support people as 

they moved around, but which 

plant was used, is more difficult to 

define.   

 

   Could it have been a sugarcane, 

or perhaps papyrus, or Arundo?  

Sugarcane (Saccharum officinarum) 

belongs to the grass family, and so 

is related to wheat, rice and 

sorghum.  It was an ancient crop, 

present in China and India years 

before 1000BC, and it was then 

acquired by the Persians and the 

Greeks, and so would have been 

grown around the eastern 

Mediterranean, by the time of 

Christ.   

 

   Arundo donax is not a plant I had 

heard of, but there are apparently 

many different strains.  It is 

described as a reed, belongs to the 

grass family and also grows 

readily in eastern Mediterranean 

areas.   

 

   In contrast, papyrus, or to give it 

its full name Cyperus papyrus, is not 

a grass, but a sedge.  Despite this it 

is sometimes called Nile grass and 

has a very long use by humans - 

especially the Ancient Egyptians, 

who, as its name suggests,  

THE PLANTS OF HOLY WEEK Part 2 

and EASTER LILIES 
Felicity Padley 
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converted it into an early version 

of paper.  It may also have been 

the plant used to make Moses’ 

basket, when his mother hid him 

among the bulrushes on the bank 

of the Nile.   

 

   So, Saccharum, Arundo or Cyperus, 

would all have been suitable 

plants to provide the “sceptre” 

reed that the soldiers thrust into 

Christ’s hand and which they then 

used to strike him on the head. 

 

   Later in the day, on Good Friday, 

according to Matthew and Mark, a 

reed was used again, when Jesus 

was offered vinegar to assuage his 

thirst on the Cross. In John’s 

Gospel it was hyssop, not a reed, 

that was used to lift the sponge of 

vinegar to Jesus’ mouth. Hyssopus 

officianale – a member of the mint 

family, does not grow in Palestine, 

and the plant that John referred to 

was probably Ezov, the Hebrew 

name for Origanum, but it is a 

small shrub that grows on or near 

walls, and so was probably much 

too short for anyone to have 

reached Jesus’ mouth during the 

Crucifixion.  It is more likely that it 

was a long reed that was used. 

 

   And so we move to Easter, and 

the plant that stands out as 

symbolic of Easter – the Easter Lily 

(Lilium longiforum).  We use it 

every year as decoration in our 

churches, but not just as a 

beautiful decoration, but for its 

symbolism.  The intense white 

colour represents purity, and the 

trumpet shape of the flower is 

considered to be an image of a real 

trumpet, sounding the message 

that Jesus has risen from the dead. 

 

    The history of the flower’s 

symbolism though, goes back long 

before Christianity.  The pagans 

linked it with motherhood and 

fertility – a picture which is then 

also consistent with the Easter Lily 

being identified with the Virgin 

Mary, and in art, pictures of the 

Annunciation often show the 

Angel Gabriel carrying an Easter 

Lily, as he tells Mary that she will 

give birth to Christ.   

 

   There are other legends around 

the Lily.  One is that it originally 

grew from the tears that Eve shed, 

when she was turned out of the 

Garden of Eden.  The legend 

suggests that the flower was 

yellow, until the day when Mary 

stooped to pick it. Only then did it 

become white, showing the role of 
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the new Eve, who restored the 

innocence that had been lost by 

Eve. 

 

   The Bible suggests that Jesus had 

a particular fondness for lilies.  

When Matthew portrays Jesus 

describing true wisdom he 

provides us with that wonderful 

statement which we should 

remember and value as we admire 

the Easter Lilies and all the 

developing Spring flowers. 

“Consider the lilies of the field, how 

they grow; they toil not, neither do 

they spin: and yet I say unto you, that  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

even Solomon in all his glory was not 

arrayed like one of these.”  

FAMOUS CHRISTIAN CHORAL MUSIC 
Les Ryan 

17. Elijah   - Felix Mendelssohn  1809 - 47 

M endelssohn was born into a 

well-to-do Jewish Christian family 

in Germany. His grandfather was 

the philosopher Moses 

Mendelssohn. Felix was a child 

prodigy in composing and piano 

playing as was his sister Fanny.  

 

   He championed the revival of J S 

Bach’s music which had been  

neglected since the 1750s and in 

1843 founded the Leipzig  

 

Conservarorium for music and 

theatre students.   

 

   Felix visited Britain and became 

a favourite of Queen Victoria and 

Prince Albert (himself a talented 

composer). 

 

   The oratorio ‘Elijah’ is a big work 

in the grand style favoured by 19th 

century composers. Mendelssohn 

wrote for eight vocal soloists, a big  



22 

 

symphony orchestra, organ and a 

large chorus of voices. 

 

   The music was commissioned by  

the Birmingham Festival for 1846.  

To ensure good sales and lots of 

performances the oratorio was 

published with English and 

German words – like Haydn’s 

oratorio ‘The Creation’. But unlike 

Haydn, who was not too familiar 

with the nuances and cadences of 

spoken English, Mendelssohn 

consulted on the rhythms and 

stresses of the words to create 

convincing choral and soloist 

melodies. 

 

   The first performance in 

Birmingham Town Hall was given 

rave reviews. The Times called it a 

‘complete triumph’. Mendelsohn 

revised some of the sections for a 

performance in London the 

following year, 1847 which was 

attended by Queen Victoria and 

Prince Albert - a guarantee that the 

work would become a big hit in 

Britain! In fact, the oratorio has 

stayed in the choral repertoire  

and is a firm favourite today. 

 

   The music is at times intensely 

moving and very dramatic 

retelling the story from 1 Kings 17-

19 and 2 Kings 2:1. Memorable 

sections include a dead youth 

being brought back to life, the 

prophets of Baal in contest with 

Jehovah and a column of fire, 

Elijah’s vision of God and his 

journey to Heaven in a fiery 

winged chariot.  

 

   There is a lovely solo for 

contralto – O Rest in the Lord (from 

Psalm37) and a magical chorus ‘Lift 

thine eyes to the mountains’ (Psalms 

121 and 138). 

 

   Mendelssohn’s best-known 

works also include the famous 

Wedding March, Fingal’s Cave and 

incidental music for ‘A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream.’ 
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F ollowing the Eucharist 

celebrated by our Vicar, Hywel, 

our meeting on 5 April was 

attended by 13 people who were 

treated to videoed highlights of 

the enthronement of Bishop John 

Lomas at Brecon Cathedral on 5 

March.  

 

   First the Bishop entered the 

Cathedral after knocking its door 

three times with his crosier 

subsequently proceeding to a 

beautiful vesper anthem set to 

music by Edward Elgar (1857-

1934) sung in Latin, translated as, 

“Behold a great priest, who in his day 

pleased God, and was found to be 

just”. 

 

   Psalm 24: 7-10, set to music by 

William Mathias (1934-92) 

provided the second highlight 

after which Vicar Hywel and 

Dorothy Galvin read the Old & 

New Testament readings for us, 

followed by our friend Rev’d 

Sarah Harris who read the Gospel 

in the Cathedral before we listened 

to our new Bishop’s sermon.  As  

 

the sound was at times hampered 

by an echo, an authorised 

transcript was provided for 

viewers which they could take 

home to read again at their leisure.  

It is available on request from 

Elaine Griffiths. 

 

   The highlights concluded with 

Blessing & the recessional organ 

voluntary Carillon Sortie – Henri 

Mulet (1878-1967). The complete 

service may be viewed on 

YouTube at https://

vimeo.com/684209000     

 

   Our next meeting is planned for 

Tuesday, 3 May, at 2.15pm at Holy 

Cross Church when we will start 

with the Eucharist, to be 

celebrated by Vicar Hywel, 

followed by a (late) May Day Tea 

Party and (early) celebration of the 

birthdays of two branch members 

which fall on the following day.  

All are welcome. 

 

   Mothers’ Unions is grateful for 

the support & encouragement of 

Her Majesty the Queen, our 

MOTHERS’ UNION 
Elaine Griffiths 

about:blank
about:blank
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Patron for the last 70 years. Her 

dedication & resilience through 

the decades has cemented her 

image as a strong & inspiring 

female role model. 

 

   In honour of this, MU are 

focusing our Jubilee Summer of 

Hope on supporting the next 

generation of female leaders from 

the grassroots up: supporting 

women with skills, knowledge & 

confidence to shape the future & 

transform communities & families 

for the better. 

   Also on a wider front, as before, 

MU has been preparing for the 

(7th) annual Thy Kingdom Come 

(TKC) – a global ecumenical 

prayer for evangelisation, initiated 

by the Archbishops of Canterbury 

and York – occurring from 

Ascension to Pentecost (26 May - 5 

June) when the first believers 

waited, as per Christ’s last 

instruction, for the Holy Spirit.   

   A book of reflections, on 1 Peter, 

for each of the nine days (or 

‘novena’) prepared by Justin 

Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury, 

is available in hard copy but also 

for free online at https://

www.thykingdomcome.global/

sites/default/files/2022-02/TKC%

20Novena%202022%

20DOWNLOAD.pdf 

1 Peter provides the themes of the 

Lambeth Conference this summer, 

26 July – 8 August. 

 

   Each year TKC invites us to join 

with tens of millions of Christians 

around the world, and across all 

denominations in praying 

specifically for five people we 

know personally to come to know 

more of God’s love in Jesus Christ, 

and to pray that the Holy Spirit 

will empower us to boldly witness 

to them of the love, hope and 

salvation we enjoy. 

 

   More information about TKC, 

and about available resources for 

all ages, may be found at https://

www.thykingdomcome.global/ 

 

   This year’s MU Thy Kingdom 

Come service will be live streamed 

on Facebook and YouTube at 2pm 

on Friday 27th May.  The MU  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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YouTube channel is at:   https://

www.youtube.com/user/

MothersUnion/featured    MU has 

produced special Midday Prayers 

for its duration using material 

from the Thy Kingdom Come 

resources. 

 

   After two years of meeting 

online, MU are looking forward to 

being together in person for the 

MU Annual Gathering at the 

Waterfront Hall, part of the 

International Convention Centre 

Belfast 23 & 24 September 2022. 

 

   OUR BRANCH MEETINGS ARE 

OPEN TO ALL.  WE LOOK 

FORWARD TO WELCOMING 

YOU. 

 

  Elaine Griffiths 

FILM CLUB 

12 May 2022 Take the Lead  

(Antonio Banderas) 

26 May 2022 The Ghost and Mrs Muir  

(Gene Tierney, Rex Harrison, George Sanders) 

9 June 2022 The Mouse that Roared  

(Peter Sellers, Jean Seberg, David Kossoff) 

23 June 2022 The King and I  

(Yul Brynner, Deborah Kerr) 
 

7 July 2022 The Importance of Being Earnest  

(Rupert Everett, Colin Firth, Judy Dench,  

Reese Witherspoon) 
 

21 July 2022 Strictly Ballroom  

(Paul Mercurio, Tara Morice, Bill Hunter) 
 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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• All aspects of Home and Grounds Maintenance 

• Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 

• Painting and Decorating Service 

• All projects Fully Managed 

• Free Estimates and all Work Fully Insured 

 

 Mike Timbrell 07813 055357   

 down2earthltd@icloud.com 

DOWN 2 EARTH 

PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LTD 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

Contact Andrew, Dafydd, 

Rachel or Lauren 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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West Cross 
Dental Practice 

 

 
 
 

54c Mulberry Avenue 
West Cross 
Swansea 
SA3 5HA 
Telephone:  404405  

Andrew Llewellyn BDC 
NHS, Private & Denplan 

MUSIC TUITION 
 

Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute 
& Theory of Music 

 
 

Nick Kiley 
BA (Hons) PGDip (RNCM) PGCE 
 
 
 

Telephone:  
07929 009772 

 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

To enquire about advertising costs please contact the Editor 

Details on page 4 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

H 
 

HERITAGE 
 

CARPET & FLOORING LTD 
 

Specialists in carpet, wood, 
laminate & vinyl 

 

 
422 Gower Road, Killay,  

Swansea, SA2 7AJ 
 

Tel/Fax: 01792 202 021 
 

www.heritagecarpetandflooring.com 
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Rebekah Robertson 
 

54 Newton Road 
Mumbles, SA3 4BQ 
 
Tel: 01792 732177 
  

GLYNDERI COTTAGE                                                                                                           
 

01874 636878 
                                                                  

SENNYBRIDGE                                                             

BRECON                                                              

POWYS  

LD3 8TS 

             

Walk - Explore - Relax  
 

www.glyndericottage.co.uk 

HEADS TOGETHER 
 

Unisex Hair & Fashion Care 
Perming/Tinting/Colouring 

And Creative Designs 
 

NEW! 
O.P.I Gel Nails 

 
134 West Cross Lane, 
West Cross, Swansea 
(01792) 401471 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

DON PIPER 
 

Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 
 

Established 1962 
 

 

Customer Care  
our speciality 

 

14 Queen’s Road 
Mumbles 
Tel: 366576 

 

Open Tuesday & Thursday 10am  - 3.30pm 

Friday 9am - 3.30pm Saturday 10am - 12noon 

http://www.glyndericottage.co.uk
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