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THE PARISH OF LLWYNDERW 
Holy Cross Church & Clyne Chapel, Swansea,  

in the Mumbles Ministry Area 

CLERGY 
The Reverend Hywel D Griffiths 

(Vicar) 
23, Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, Swansea, SA3 5DE 

Telephone: 01792 403957              Email: rev.hywel@outlook.com 

The Venerable Jonathan B Davies B.Th 
(Archdeacon of Gower) 

The Vicarage, Fairwood Road, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5JP 
Telephone & Fax: 01792 512747                 Email: ven.jbd@sky.com 

The Reverend Biddy M S Wigley 
(Assistant Curate) 

5, Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 
Telephone: 01792 405404                Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH 

Sunday 9.30am 

11.00am 

 Holy Eucharist 

Holy Eucharist 
 

Holy Cross 

Clyne Chapel 

Wednesday 10.30am  Holy Eucharist Clyne Chapel 

 

Thursday 10.00am  Holy Eucharist Holy Cross 

 

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,  
of the names of those who are sick. 

The Chapel of St Faith is open daily for Foodbank drop-offs only. 

Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with  
 The Reverend Hywel Griffiths 

 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion  
of the sick or infirm at any time.  

 

The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing. 

WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS 

Wednesdays 9.45am Spinning Tots with Miss Lizzie 
A fun introduction to dance, movement & ballet for 
children aged 18 months to 4 years. 

Fridays  9.30am - 12   Community Art Class  
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READER 

Dr Felicity Padley 32 Fernhill Close,  Blackpill                                                                                                
Email: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 

LAY WORSHIP TEAM 
Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Esther Searle 

PAROCHIAL OFFICERS 

Parish Wardens 
Vicar’s Warden 

 
 

People’s Warden 

 
Mrs Lesley Morris  
65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty, SA2 8EW 
 
Miss Kate Richard 
6 Ffynone Close, Uplands, SA1 6DA 

 
Tel: 514769 

 
 

Tel: 642297 
  

PCC Secretary 
  
 
PCC Treasurer 

Dr Felicity Padley 
32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill, SA3 5BX 
 
Mr Bob Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, SA3 5HW 
Email: bobandbiddywigley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 
 

Tel: 405404 

Parish Organist Mr Leslie Ryan, BA (hons mus), LCCMD, 
AWCCM, CertEd (Wales) 
43 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, SA3 5DB 

Tel: 406062 

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL 
 

can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions 
 

Contact:  The Reverend Hywel Griffiths  
Telephone: 403957 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Mondays at 3.15pm 
Eden Bus, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Sundays at 4.00pm 

Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday 
Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080 

Film Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512 

Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders:  
Hazel Somers: 401705 & Elaine Griffiths: 208269 

Get Crafty Group. Every Friday 
Sian Griffiths: 403957 
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IN THIS ISSUE . . . . . . . 

5. Canon Arthur writes… 
7. New Canon Treasurer for Salisbury Cathedral 
8. Letters 
10. Canon Arthur - A Celebration 
14. The Plants of Holy Week 
18. Royal Recollections 
20. Famous Christian Choral Music 
21. Chrism Eucharist 
22. Mothers’ Union 
24. From the Parish Registers 
25. Enthronement of Bishop John 
26. Film Club 
27. Dirk’s Latest Adventure 
28. Beauty and the Beast 

Contributions for the MAY 2022 issue  
to be received no later than 

Thursday 22nd April 2022 
 

for publication on Sunday 1st May 2022 
   

Rev’d Biddy Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 

 

Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 
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CANON ARTHUR WRITES…... 

I  am most grateful for this 

opportunity to say a big ‘thank 

you’ to all who helped to make my 

90th birthday such a memorable 

event. The sun shone and our joy 

was complete as we were able to 

sing the service and recover some 

of the liturgical ceremonies which 

we have had to omit over the last 

two years. I am grateful to Les 

Ryan, our organist, for his 

contribution to the Service and 

would like to take this opportunity 

of thanking him on behalf of both 

our congregations, for providing 

such a wonderful choice of music 

at our Services during the 

pandemic when we were unable to 

sing. It made such a difference to 

the atmosphere of worship. My 

longstanding friend, Brian Jones, 

preached a wonderful sermon 

while it was a privilege to share in 

concelebrating the Eucharist with 

Hywel (who was responsible for 

making all the arrangements) and 

Biddy.   

 

   Thank you to those who served 

cake and wine after the service  

 

when we were delighted to be 

reunited with Carol Davies, our 

former curate, who had travelled 

from Cardiff for the occasion. 

Unfortunately, Jonathan had tested 

positive and was unable to join us.  

 

   Inevitably I have been looking 

back over my life and giving 

thanks for all who have influenced 

me and encouraged me, while fully 

aware of my shortcomings and 

failures, of sadness mingled with 

joy, and of missed opportunities. 

But I know that looking back 

nostalgically is not always good for 

it’s so tempting to see the past with 

rose coloured spectacles!   

 

   However, later this month we, as 

the Church throughout the world, 

will be looking back as once again 

we commemorate the very core of 

our Christian Faith  – the Passion, 

Death and Resurrection of Jesus. 

All of this happened over two 

thousand years ago, but we need to 

remind ourselves that these are not 

merely historical events. The 

Passion of Jesus and all that  
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happened then is a living reality, 

for all that stirred his heart then 

stirs his heart now. I love those re-

assuring words of St Paul – Jesus is 

the same yesterday, today and for ever. 

He doesn’t change as we do. We 

needn’t be afraid that we shall find 

him in a different mood from that 

of Calvary. What he was then he is 

now and when we look closely at 

them we discover that the actors 

who took part in this drama of the 

Passion have their counterparts in 

all of us in this age in which we 

live, for they were ordinary people 

committing their ordinary 

everyday sins who put Jesus on the 

cross. It would have been just the 

same today. And just as he looked 

down from the cross at those who 

were crucifying him and said 

Father, forgive them they don’t know 

what they are doing so, because he is 

Love Incarnate, he looks at us, at 

the world of today with love and 

forgiveness in his heart.  

 

   This remarkable story into which 

we are about to enter fills us with 

hope because, of course, it doesn’t 

end there, for as Sidney Carter says 

in The Lord of the Dance, ‘the Dance 

goes on’ – Jesus has defeated death 

through the Resurrection -  Christ 

is Risen!! One of the most 

significant aspects of the war in 

Ukraine for me has been the 

faithful witness of its Christians. 

Witnessing the President amid the 

shelling and bombing, suffering, 

pain and anguish, being blessed by 

his priest demonstrates the 

incredible faith and courage of our 

fellow Christians in Ukraine. Their 

faith is real. Out of the dust and 

devastation, the fear and terror, 

suffering and death, emerges a 

spirit of hope that can’t be 

defeated. For them, as for us, the 

Lord is risen and present with us 

here and now.  

 

   So we shall not simply look back 

as we recall these events, we shall 

relive them, and as we come to 

receive Holy Communion and 

break the bread as Jesus broke the 

bread in the Upper Room with his 

disciples, we shall offer the 

brokenness of today’s world to 

Him, the Prince of Peace who came 

to bring wholeness and salvation 

to us, his people.  

 

   May God bless and renew you at 

this Eastertide – we are an Easter 

People and Alleluia is our song!  

 

   Arthur. 
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Canon Arthur writes: 

T he news that Kenneth 

Padley has been appointed Canon 

Treasurer of Salisbury Cathedral 

has been received with great joy in 

his home parish of Llwynderw. 

We offer him our warm 

congratulations!  

 

   Baptized at Clyne Chapel and 

confirmed at Holy Cross, taught in 

the Sunday School, for four years 

sacristan he will be remembered 

with great affection. After serving 

as curate at St Mary’s, Swansea, he 

became Warden of the Church 

Hostel Bangor and university 

chaplain before his 

appointment as Vicar of St 

Michael’s, St Albans and 

latterly Area Dean.  

 

   The office of Canon 

Treasurer exists in many of 

our cathedrals. It traditionally 

involves responsibility for 

maintaining the buildings, 

organising the archives, 

caring for the ‘treasures’ and 

as a member of the Cathedral  

 

 

Chapter taking his turn in the 

worship and preaching in the 

cathedral.  

 

   Kenneth will be one of three full 

time Residentiary Canons who 

work alongside the Dean. He will 

be installed during Evensong at 

4.30 pm on Sunday, 12th June and 

will be moving to Salisbury with 

Anna and young Alex later this 

year. Our congratulations, of 

course, extend to his parents Peter 

and Felicity, too!  
 

NEW CANON TREASURER  

FOR SALISBURY CATHEDRAL 
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LETTERS 
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A  beautiful day dawned on 

Sunday 20th March – most certainly 

a clear example of the sun shining 

on the righteous – as it was the 

morning of a Special Parish 

Eucharist at Holy Cross to 

celebrate Canon Arthur’s 90th 

Birthday!  His actual birthday was 

on the previous Thursday -  St 

Patrick’s Day no less! – when the 

regular Thursday morning 

congregation had provided a cake 

and ‘bubbles’ to mark the occasion. 

  

   Canon Arthur is, of course, a 

much loved and respected member 

of the Parish clergy, so it was no 

surprise that a large congregation 

of over 60 people were in Church 

to take part in the Eucharist and 

the celebrations! Canon Arthur 

presided, and the Eucharist took 

the form of a ‘concelebration’, 

where he, Hywel, Biddy and 

Canon Chancellor Brian Jones, 

Arthur’s good friend of over 70 

years (and of whom more later!) all 

took part in the consecration of the 

Elements during the Eucharistic 

Prayers. The sense of occasion was  

 

also marked by the entry 

procession, to the congregation’s 

singing of the opening hymn, led 

by Felicity as Crucifer, and 

followed by Jackie and Esther as 

Taperers. Sadly, Archdeacon 

Jonathan was unable to be present 

because of recent Covid in the 

Vicarage. 

 

   Canon Brian preached the 

Sermon, and this was in two parts 

– initially based on the readings for 

the Third Sunday of Lent, with a 

clear message about what is 

important in Life, and the 

identification of Priorities. With 

much humour, he then regaled us 

with tales derived from his long 

friendship with Arthur, from the 

time when, as Students, they had a 

holiday job at a local garage, and 

holidays together with Monica and 

Margaret as young married 

couples, which continued as their 

respective children were born, and 

grew up! ‘Ginge’, as he has always 

been known to Arthur, did say that 

he had edited some of his tales!! 

Many of you will remember that 

CANON ARTHUR - A CELEBRATION 
Bob Wigley 
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‘Ginge’ also preached on the 60th 

Anniversary of Arthur’s 

Ordination to the Priesthood, in 

July 2016. 

 

   After the Service, everybody was 

invited to enjoy a lovely cake, 

washed down with Prosecco, and 

it’s a long time since I have seen so 

many people in the Hall, clearly a 

testament to the affection that we 

all have for Arthur and Margaret. 

Sadly, their family who had been 

at the Service were unable to stay, 

but it was lovely to see Margaret’s 

sister Althea, a long standing and 

loyal Member at Oystermouth.  

 

   In a short speech, Arthur thanked 

Margaret for her love and 

exemplary support over the years, 

‘Ginge’ for preaching and sharing 

his amusing recollections 

(thankfully edited!) of their 

friendship, including Monica of 

course, and everybody present 

for their friendship since 

Arthur and Margaret retired to 

our Parish. ‘Retired’ is 

probably a misnomer, because 

Arthur has given steadfast 

support to Llwynderw clergy 

over the years, and also to 

other local Parishes, during 

Interregna or other Clergy 

absences. As if that wasn’t enough, 

he has also managed to produce 

and publish a number of books, 

and his wise words and counsel 

are frequently sought by clerics 

and lay alike. 

 

   A really lovely and memorable 

day, and in giving thanks for 

Arthur’s Ministry over so many 

years, we all wish him  and 

Margaret many more happy years 

to come! 

 

   Bob 

 

   Ps. I have produced a selection of 

pictures as a record of the occasion, 

but space constraints mean that we 

cannot include them all, and I 

probably missed some of you on 

Sunday - blame it on the Prosecco!  

 

More pictures on the back cover 

too! 
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A lthough the first day of Holy 

Week – Palm Sunday – carries the 

name of a plant, it is not the palm 

which opens the scene of Jesus’ 

and his disciples’ journey into 

Jerusalem.  They start to the East of 

the City, in Bethany, and walk 

until they come to the steep slopes 

of Mount Olivet or the Mount of 

Olives, from where Jesus sends 

two of his disciples into the City to 

find the donkey.   

 

   The Mount of Olives is so called, 

because there were many olive 

groves growing on the slopes.  It is 

therefore the olive, which is the 

first plant introduced during Holy 

Week, and later in the week, after 

the last supper, Jesus goes back to 

the foot of Mount Olivet to 

Gethsemane. It is here amongst the 

olive trees that he prays; that he is 

found and greeted by Judas 

Iscariot; where he is arrested, and 

where he is deserted by all the 

disciples.   

 

   Olives (Olea europaea) therefore 

set the scene for two of the crucial  

 

events of Holy Week.  They are 

native to most of the 

Mediterranean countries; are 

related to plums and peaches and 

have been a staple part of the 

Mediterranean diet since long 

before the time of Christ.  Today 

they are one of the major crops of 

the world, and thanks to current 

high-quality transport, are always 

available to us in the UK.  

Interestingly, only 10% of the 

annual crop is sold as whole fruit, 

and 90% is converted into oil.  It is 

believed that the word oil is 

actually derived from the name 

“olive”. 

 

   And so back to Palm Sunday.  

Once the donkey had been found, 

Christ rides on it into Jerusalem, 

and along the way is hailed by 

large crowds shouting “Hosanna!” 

and waving palm branches in 

greeting, but also, of course, 

casting their cloaks and brush 

wood cut from palm trees onto the 

road ahead of the donkey.   

 

   The palms are believed to be date  

THE PLANTS OF HOLY WEEK 
Felicity Padley 



15 

 

palms (Phoenix dactylifera).  

Carrying palms as a symbol of 

celebration was already a well-

established tradition in Jewish 

communities.  In the Torah there is 

a command for people to carry 

branches of 4 plants during the 

traditional pilgrimage of Sukkot, 

one of the Jewish harvest festivals 

celebrated soon after Yom Kippur.  

The palm is one of those plants 

and is woven together with citrus, 

myrtle and willows.   

 

   Palms, though, were specifically 

considered to be symbols of 

victory, triumph, peace and eternal 

life in the Ancient Near East and 

Mediterranean cultures.  In 

Christianity, from their use on 

Palm Sunday, the branches have 

come to symbolise the victory of 

the Spirit over the flesh, and since 

victory signals the end of conflict, 

palms are also a Christian symbol 

of peace.   

 

   Today, our palm crosses are 

made from date palms, but in the 

past, before they were readily 

available to all churchgoers, twigs 

and branches of pussy willow 

were used as substitutes, and were 

the only plants allowed in 

churches during Lent.  This 

practice also led to the last Sunday 

of Lent being called Pussy Willow 

Sunday, instead of Palm Sunday. 

 

   The other crucial plants 

associated with Holy Week are 

those related to Good Friday.  The 

first one is Euphorbia milli which is 

believed to have been used to 

construct the Crown of Thorns.  It 

is related to poinsettias and castor 

beans, but unlike them its stems 

are very prickly.  They are though 

all members of the spurge family, 

so called from “purge” or 

“expurgate”, because the plants 

contain a poisonous sticky white 

sap, which causes people to be sick 

if they swallow it, and can also 

produce a rash in some people 

when they touch it.  Euphorbia is 

believed to be a native of 

Madagascar but had already been 

introduced into the Holy Land by 

the time of Christ’s life, suggesting 

that the legend of its use is true.  

The stems of the plant are very 

pliable, ensuring that they could 

be intertwined to create the circle 

of the crown, with the sharp thorns 

making it extremely painful to 

wear. 

 

   And then there is the wood of 

the Cross.  There appear to be  
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numerous, complex legends about 

what wood was used.  The most 

straightforward story is that the 

Cross was made from dogwood, a 

species of Cornus.  One legend 

suggests that the dogwood was a 

large sturdy tree, but because it 

was used to construct the Cross it 

became both cursed and blessed.   

It was cursed, because it was 

reduced in size, and was so small 

that it could never again be big 

enough to be used as a cross for 

crucifixion.  The branches also 

became narrow and crooked, 

making them useless to build 

anything.   

 

   In contrast, however, dogwood 

was, and is blessed, because it 

produces beautiful flowers each 

year at Easter time.  In many 

species the flowers are white, but 

all have 4 petals, forming a cross; 

the centre of each flower is very 

dense and can be considered to 

represent the Crown of Thorns, 

and the tip of each petal has an 

indentation, the edges of which are 

pink or red, suggesting both the 

positioning of the nails, and the 

blood from Christ’s hands and 

feet.  

 

   The more complex legends 

centre around the suggestion that 

the Cross could have been made of 

3 different types of wood.  The 

difficulty of identifying any 

specific wood though is that there 

is little or no archaeological 

evidence as to which woods the 

Romans used for the crucifixion of 

the hundreds of people they killed 

in this way.  The Eastern Orthodox 

and Roman Catholic Churches 

base their beliefs about the types of 

wood on the samples which they 

hold as relics of the Cross, 

although many other Christians 

feel that the relics are probably not 

genuine.   

  

   The legend, however, behind the 

3 trees takes us back to Genesis, 

and suggests that when Adam was 

dying, his son Seth, went and 

asked St Michael, who was 

guarding the entrance to the 

Garden of Eden for some healing 

balm from the Tree of Life.  St 

Michael refused to provide the 

balm, but gave Seth 3 seeds from 

the Tree of Knowledge instead, to 

be placed beneath Adam’s tongue, 

when he died.  The seeds would 

grow to form a tree that would 

bear fruit, from which Adam 

would ultimately be saved, and 

live again.   
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   A trinity of trees did grow – 

cedar, cypress and pine, and they 

are the 3 types of wood from 

which the cross is reputed to be 

made.  What do we know about 

them though?  The cedar (Cedrus 

libani) is a magnificent tree, native 

to Lebanon, although it does grow 

in the UK, including in Clyne 

Gardens, and its wood is still 

frequently used in the construction 

of buildings.   

 

   Like the cedar, the cypress is a 

coniferous tree, but it has a long 

straight trunk, reaching to over 35 

feet high, and individual trees 

have been known to live for over 

1000 years.  There are many 

different species of Cypress, but 

perhaps it was Cupressus 

sempervirens, meaning evergreen, 

which is native to the Eastern 

Mediterranean, that was used in 

the Cross.  It is also often planted 

in graveyards and is known as “the 

churchyard tree”.   

 

   The third tree is the pine, of 

which there are over 100 species, 

and it is not clear which one would 

have been present and used in the 

Holy Land. 

 

   A twist in the legend is that as 

the 3 trees grew, they shared a 

single trunk.  From it, Moses is 

reputed to have taken a cutting to 

make his rod, and David is 

supposed to have transplanted it to 

be beside a pool near Jerusalem.  

He then sat beneath the branches 

to write his psalms.  Solomon cut 

down the tree hoping to use it in 

building the Temple, but it was too 

small for what he wanted.  Instead, 

it formed a bridge over a river, 

which the queen of Sheba used 

when she visited Solomon and it 

was later buried near a pool at 

Bethesda.  It was found floating on 

the pond, after Jesus was 

condemned. 

 

   This legend then, links Christ 

back to Adam, and symbolises 

how he, Jesus, will be the fruit, 

from the Tree of Knowledge, that 

will free Adam and give him 

eternal life; and the presence of 3 

different species of tree with a 

single shared trunk shows how the 

Cross also symbolises the Holy 

Trinity.  Finally in some stories the 

inscription on the Cross, This is 

Jesus the King of the Jews, is said to 

have been written on wood from 

an olive tree, taking us back to the 

olives at the beginning of Holy 

Week. 
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ROYAL RECOLLECTIONS 

 

 

 

 

Angela Holt writes: 

T he Coronation made a big 

impression on me in 1953.  I 

remember the procession and the 

golden coach the Queen rode in 

and all the pageantry of the 

occasion.  My grandmother came 

to watch it on our black and white 

television and later on, I went with 

my parents to the cinema, so that 

we could see the Coronation in full 

colour.  

 

   The service in Westminster 

Abbey was interesting even for an 

8-year-old child.  The 

commentator, Richard Dimbleby, 

explained what was happening all 

the way through and made it all 

very real. It was history being 

made in front of  us. I was 

impressed by the regalia worn by 

the Queen and I wondered how 

she could keep the beautiful, but 

heavy crown on her head!  The 

procession leaving the Abbey was 

just as fascinating.  I loved the 

coaches and the horses pulling 

them. 

 

   Later on, we had a street party 

and I joined many other children 

to enjoy a splendid tea.  Nothing, 

however, could compare with the 

day of the Coronation itself! 

 

Felicity Padley writes: 

W hen I was a student, the 

Principal of my College was 

Kathleen Kenyon.  Her Father, 

Frederic Kenyon, was a biblical 

scholar, and director of the British 

Museum.  Kathleen was brought 

up in a house adjacent to the 

Museum, which undoubtedly 

provided her with a good 

background for her ultimate career 

in Archaeology.   

 

   I have only just discovered that 

one of her earliest works, after she 

graduated, was with Mortimer 

Wheeler, on the Romano-British 

settlement of Verulamium (St 

Alban's).  Kathleen learned much 

of her meticulous discipline from  
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Wheeler, who entrusted her with 

the direction of the excavation of 

the Roman Theatre, which is about 

half a mile from Kenneth's current 

Vicarage.  Her later investigations 

tended to focus on the Neolithic 

and Early Bronze Age periods, 

which resulted in her leading the 

excavation of Jericho, as well as 

being Head of the British School of 

Archaeology in Jerusalem.  This is 

the background to my "Royal" 

story. 

 

   When Kathleen was at St Hugh's 

College, she acquired a lovely, 

bouncy mongrel dog from the 

Battersea Dogs' Home.  He went 

everywhere with her, particularly 

enjoying the walk between the 

Principal's Lodgings (a large 

house), and the main College 

site.  At the time, a new building 

was in progress, and the dog 

would always divert through the 

fence, and go off on his own 

muddy, archaeological dig in the 

sizeable hole made for the 

foundations.  Kathleen would 

stand and watch him, and then call 

down to him “Angus! Angus!  

Come here you silly old dog!" 

Needless to say, Angus ignored 

her and continued his 

investigations until she got fed up, 

and walked away.  He'd then 

scramble back up the slope and 

bound happily after her.  But why 

was he Angus?  She had chosen to 

call him after Angus Ogilvy, 

although we never discovered 

why. 

 

   On one occasion, when I was a 

postgraduate, Princess Alexandra 

visited the College, and I was one 

of the students invited to meet 

her.  She had a lovely long 

conversation with a small group of 

us and wanted to know how we 

had decided what 'O' and 'A' level 

subjects to study, so that she could 

help her then teenage children 

with their choices.  She clearly 

enjoyed talking to all the students, 

and to the staff, but her greatest joy 

on the day was not talking to 

people, it was meeting the 

Principal's dog, named after her 

husband – Angus! 

Errors & Omissions! 
 

Last month a small section of text 
from page 9-10 was accidentally 
omitted.  The article should have 
read: “Sheila's father was a school 
headmaster and they had a  
television set, a small black and white 
picture.  My parents went to our 
church hall where the various….” 
 

With apologies to Brenda Love. 
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FAMOUS CHRISTIAN CHORAL MUSIC 
Les Ryan 

T he great English Victorian 

composer Sir John Stainer (1840 -

1901) is chiefly remembered for his 

choral Passiontide cantata –‘The 

Crucifixion’ (1887). He was born in 

Southwark, London the eighth of 

nine children. With a keen interest 

in all things musical, he joined the 

choir at St. Paul’s Cathedral where 

he was known for his fine singing 

voice and soon became the 

principal boy soloist.  

 

   At the age of 20 Stainer was 

appointed organist at Magdalen 

College Oxford. He was paid £10 a 

month! He was permitted to read 

for his music degree as long as it 

did not interfere with his duties as 

organist. He achieved his MA and 

Mus Doc degrees within six years.  

 

   Stainer was an advocate of high 

standards of choral music in 

church and in 1871 became 

organist and director of music at St 

Paul’s Cathedral. He immediately 

set about expanding the repertoire  

 

of anthems and hymns, and raising 

the standard of performance there. 

By 1885 he was Heather Professor 

of Music at Oxford. 

 

   ‘The Crucifixion’ is a heartfelt, 

emotional work in the English 

choral tradition, complete with 

audience participation singing five 

Passiontide hymns with new tunes 

by the composer. 

 

   This sacred cantata is probably 

most famous for its central chorus 

– a heartfelt, softly sung and 

beautiful setting of the words – 

‘God so loved the world’. Stainer 

engaged the help of Rev’d William 

Sparrow-Simpson to provide the 

libretto (text) based on the Passion 

narratives from the gospels.  

 

   Rev’d Sparrow-Simpson was 

Succentor of St Paul’s – an 

appointment that required him to 

oversee and prepare the liturgy of 

the services, especially the psalms, 

hymns and the choices of anthems 

16. The Crucifixion    Sir John Stainer  
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and choral music at the cathedral. 

 

   The Crucifixion was designed as a 

piece for parish church choirs. It 

was first performed at Marylebone 

Parish Church in 1887, conducted 

by the composer. The music 

follows the sacred oratorio style 

established by J S Bach (1685-1750) 

with soloists narrating the story 

from the Gospels, the choir acting 

as ‘the crowd’ during Holy Week, 

and the audience / congregation 

singing hymns which give official 

doctrine and commentary on the 

Gospel story. 

   The work was criticised for many 

years for over sentimental 

language and simplistic harmony 

and melody. Nevertheless, today it 

is now regarded as a perfect 

example of the late Victorian style 

of English church music. 

Particularly dramatic is Stainer’s 

setting of the seven last words 

from the Cross, with highly 

effective and at times emotional 

music sung by the men’s section of 

the choir, followed by the tenor 

soloist chanting ‘…and he bowed his 

head and gave up the ghost’. 

 

   Stainer is also well known for 

editing the Church Hymnal (pub. 

1902) but more importantly, he 

helped in the revival of the 

Christmas carol with his 1871 

collection ‘Christmas Carols Old 

and New’. Stainer’s arrangements 

have become the standard versions 

we use today: What child is this, 

God rest ye merry gentlemen, 

Good King Wenceslas, The first 

nowell and I saw three ships. 

Chrism Eucharist at Brecon Cathedral. 
 
The Chrism Eucharist will take place on Tuesday, 12 April at 12pm in Brecon 
Cathedral. The Dean is looking forward to welcoming representatives from 
churches from across the diocese. There is no need to book seats now that 
restrictions are lifted. 
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O ur first meeting of 2022, 

attended by 11 people on 1 March, 

was a wonderful event in so many 

ways – just to meet was a treat!  

But the icing on the cake was the 

Welsh cakes provided by Hazel (it 

was St David’s Day after all) and 

the surprise pancakes, jam & 

cream provided & served by Sian 

& Hywel (it was Shrove Tuesday 

after all)!  These followed a 

celebration of the Eucharist and 

the screening of two video 

messages from our new Bishop 

John Lomas & photographs of his  

 

consecration on 26 February at 

Bangor Cathedral. 

 

   Our next meeting is planned for 

Tuesday, 5 April, at 2.15pm at 

Holy Cross Church when we will 

start with Eucharist, followed by 

(hopefully) video highlights of 

Bishop John’s installation on 5 

March at Brecon Cathedral, and 

refreshments.  I’m sure that we 

will be able to spot there several 

people we know!  Join us if you 

can – all are welcome. 

 

MOTHERS’ UNION 
Elaine Griffiths 

   MU & the United Nations 

Commission on the Status of 

Women (UNCSW) March 2022 

 

   MU has consultative status with  

ECOSOC (The Economic & Social 

Council of the UN, established in 

1946) to promote, report on & 

monitor issues relating to the 

political, economic, civil, social &  
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educational rights of women. 

 

   Non-governmental organisations 

(NGOs) such as MU play an 

important role in holding 

international & national leaders 

accountable for the commitments 

they made in the 1995 Beijing 

Platform for Action which is the 

current global policy framework 

regarding women’s empowerment 

& gender equality. 

 

   Until the Covid pandemic, a 

delegation of MU members & staff 

went to New York to the annual 

UN Commission on the Status of 

Women (UNCSW) to represent 

Members’ views &, being a 

worldwide organisation, to advise 

other governments’ delegations.   

 

   A guiding principle of the 

Commission is to: 

“...raise the status of women, 

irrespective of nationality, race, 

language or religion, to equality with 

men in all fields of human enterprise, 

and to eliminate all discrimination 

against women in the provisions of 

statutory law, in legal maxims or 

rules, or in interpretation of 

customary law.” 

 

   This year, official meetings have 

taken place in hybrid format (both 

online & in-person) with everyone 

encouraged NOT to apply for the 

limited number of seats in New 

York.  All parallel & side events 

have been online only. 

 

   The governmental sessions could 

be viewed through UN Web TV & 

NGO parallel events via a free 

platform open to the public. 

 

   The core theme for this year is: 

"Achieving gender equality and the 

empowerment of all women and girls 

in the context of climate change, 

environmental and disaster risk 

reduction policies and programmes".   

 

MU highlighted our goals and 

existing initiatives in light of this 

theme. 

 

Goal 1: To Ensure that women 

participate fully alongside men in 

climate change and disaster risk 

reduction policy and decision-

making at all levels. 

 

Goal 2:  To Ensure that the 

planning & funding of all climate 

change initiatives are gender-

sensitive & take into account the 

specific needs & priorities of 

women & girls. 
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
 
  Baptism 
  Alys Margot Anne Whitehead 
   
  At Rest 
  Audrey Jenkins 
  Ruth Thomas 

   Goal 3:  To Address the 

structural, systematic and systemic 

inequalities that put women at 

greater risk of the impacts of 

climate change, supporting 

women’s leadership and collective 

actions in doing so, and working 

to shift negative gender norms and 

policies that constrain women’s 

access to and control over 

resources 

 

   In addition, the MU Diocesan 

President, Selina Longamei, from 

the Solomon Islands spoke at a 

parallel event on ‘Patriarchy, 

Masculinities & the Climate 

Emergency’. 

 

   At a side event, Jocelyne 

Razafiarivoney, Madagascar MU 

Provincial Community 

Development Co-ordinator, 

delivered a very powerful talk on 

the disproportionate impact of climate 

change on women, citing the 

example of the world's first climate 

change induced famine in 

Madagascar in 2021. She shared 

how women were left behind 

when men went to cities for work 

and fed families on cactus and 

boiled water.  MU trained women 

to plant sweet potatoes to be able 

to feed families.  

 

   MU thus call for funding for 

organizations embedded at the 

grass-root levels to help 

communities to build resilience in 

the face of such crises. MU also call 

upon all governments to stop 

practices which cause climate 

change. 

 

   Our Branch meetings are open to 

all. We look forward to welcoming 

you.  Elaine. 
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S ix members of the parish 

attended the Enthronement of 

Bishop John Lomas, the tenth 

Bishop of Swansea and Brecon, on 

5th March. 

 

   During the service he was 

presented with the gifts of 

ministry: as Teacher he received a 

Bible from the Diocesan Director of 

Education, John Meredith; as 

Servant he was presented with a 

towel by Archdeacon Jonathan; as  

 

Presbyter he was presented with a 

stole by Archdeacon Alan; as 

Shepherd he was presented with 

the Diocesan Crozier by Dean 

Paul. 

  He later invited the congregation 

to renew its corporate act of 

commitment as he asked three 

questions: 

 Will you be open to the call 

of God in your daily living and by 

word and deed seek always to be 

faithful to him who calls? 

 Will you strive to know 

God’s will for you and for his 

world and seek to do that will day 

by day? 

 By your openness to God’s 

Holy Spirit will you endeavour to 

walk in the paths of new life after 

the example of Christ our Lord and 

Servant King? 

 

   We welcome Bishop John and 

wish him well as he takes up the 

role of Chief Shepherd of  Christ’s 

‘flock’ in the Diocese and we look 

forward to his leadership. 

ENTHRONEMENT OF BISHOP JOHN 
Rev’d Biddy 
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FILM CLUB 

7 April 2022 Gigi  
(Leslie Caron, Maurice Chevalier, Louis Jordan,  
Hermone Gingold) 
 

21 April 2022 Hell Fighters  
(John Wayne, Katherine Ross, Jim Hutton) 
 

12 May 2022 Take the Lead  
(Antonio Banderas) 
 

26 May 2022 The Ghost and Mrs Muir  
(Gene Tierney, Rex Harrison, George Sanders) 
 

9 June 2022 The Mouse that Roared  
(Peter Sellers, Jean Seberg, David Kossoff) 
 

23 June 2022 The King and I  
(Yul Brynner, Deborah Kerr) 
 

7 July 2022 The Importance of Being Earnest  
(Rupert Everett, Colin Firth, Judy Dench,  
Reese Witherspoon) 
 

21 July 2022 Strictly Ballroom  
(Paul Mercurio, Tara Morice, Bill Hunter) 
 

POPE FRANCIS 
 

"We proclaim the resurrection of Christ  
when his light illuminates the dark moments of our existence." 
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DIRKS’ LATEST ADVENTURE 
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BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 
Rev’d Biddy 

O n Saturday 26th March six 

members of the parish joined with 

about eighty people from every 

corner of the diocese to walk a 

circular route of some  five miles 

from Llangennith via the tidal 

island of Burry Holms. It was 

wonderful to catch up with old 

friends and to meet others of the 

diocesan flock.  

 

   Canon Peter Brooks sent us off 

with a blessing, and we split into 

two groups - one led by Rev Sam 

Aldred and the other by Canon 

Mark Clavier. The idea was that 

the groups would walk the same 

circuit, one clockwise, the other 

anti-clock, coming together for a 

picnic lunch at the mid point. 

 

   The weather was perfect - sunny 

but not too hot, with a gentle 

breeze. En-route we met a herd of 

llamas, some wild ponies and 

flocks of sheep. The terrain was 

varied and we walked alongside 

sparkling streams in wooded 

valleys, up hills and through 

undulating dunes. 

 

   The views were stunning - the 

stretch of golden sand that runs 

from Rhossili to Llangennith, 

Broughton Bay, the golden lines of 

Pembrey and Pendine sands 

beyond the Loughour Estuary, the 

azure blue sky and sea… Truly 

restorative!  

 

   We were joined by the other 

group but sadly, the tide was just 

too high for us to make the 

crossing to the island. However, a 

picnic on the beach was perfect 

and Hywel, Dirk, Francesca, 

Carole, Lesley and I were very 

comfortable on our driftwood log! 

As we ate Canon Mark gave a 

short talk about St Cenydd.  

 

   All too soon it was time to 

continue our journey. I thought I 

knew Gower pretty well, but we 

travelled along paths I had never 

walked before - but paths to which 

I will return!! Arriving back in 

Llangennith we gathered in the 

ancient church for the Eucharist 

led by Rev Tim Ardouin, ending 

with a blessing from Bishop John. 
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   Some of the ‘pilgrims’ had never 

been to Gower, some had, but not 

to this corner. Those for whom this 

was their first experience of remote 

Gower marvelled at the scenery. 

Those who call themselves local 

were perhaps seeing everything 

from a new perspective - perhaps 

through the eyes of one of the 

‘strangers’ to the area. 

 

   Staggeringly beautiful it is, but as 

we sat on our log for the picnic, I 

was acutely aware of the ugliness 

of the human detritus all around 

us, no doubt washed up by the 

winter storms. It was a stark 

reminder as we journey towards 

Easter of the two sides to our 

world - the kingdom of God and 

the kingdom of humanity.  

 

   I think of the ugliness that 

surrounded Jesus as he 

journeyed towards the 

Cross. I think of the 

ugliness of the wars 

that litter human 

history. I think of the 

pain of discord and 

distrust; the poverty 

inflicted through 

avarice and over-

consumption; the 

desecration of creation. 

   But most of all I wonder that 

through all the ugliness, Jesus still 

loves us and forgives us for 

making decisions that sully rather 

than safeguard his gift of Eden. I 

am reminded of God’s response to 

Solomon’s prayer: "If my people, 

who are called by my name, will 

humble themselves and pray and seek 

my face and turn from their wicked 

ways, then will I hear from heaven and 

will forgive their sin and will heal 

their land" (2 Chronicles 7:13-14).   

 

   Jesus submitted to death on a 

cross for us. A fact that is almost 

beyond belief. Our God is good - 

his love endures for ever. How 

then do we respond? 

 

              With every blessing, Biddy 
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• All aspects of Home and Grounds Maintenance 

• Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 

• Painting and Decorating Service 

• All projects Fully Managed 

• Free Estimates and all Work Fully Insured 

 

 Mike Timbrell 07813 055357   

 down2earthltd@icloud.com 

DOWN 2 EARTH 

PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LTD 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

Contact Andrew, Dafydd, 

Rachel or Lauren 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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West Cross 
Dental Practice 

 

 
 
 

54c Mulberry Avenue 
West Cross 
Swansea 
SA3 5HA 
Telephone:  404405  

Andrew Llewellyn BDC 
NHS, Private & Denplan 

MUSIC TUITION 
 

Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute 
& Theory of Music 

 
 

Nick Kiley 
BA (Hons) PGDip (RNCM) PGCE 
 
 
 

Telephone:  
07929 009772 

 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

To enquire about advertising costs please contact the Editor 

Details on page 4 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

H 
 

HERITAGE 
 

CARPET & FLOORING LTD 
 

Specialists in carpet, wood, 
laminate & vinyl 

 

 
422 Gower Road, Killay,  

Swansea, SA2 7AJ 
 

Tel/Fax: 01792 202 021 
 

www.heritagecarpetandflooring.com 
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Rebekah Robertson 
 

54 Newton Road 
Mumbles, SA3 4BQ 
 
Tel: 01792 732177 
  

GLYNDERI COTTAGE                                                                                                           
 

01874 636878 
                                                                  

SENNYBRIDGE                                                             

BRECON                                                              

POWYS  

LD3 8TS 

             

Walk - Explore - Relax  
 

www.glyndericottage.co.uk 

HEADS TOGETHER 
 

Unisex Hair & Fashion Care 
Perming/Tinting/Colouring 

And Creative Designs 
 

NEW! 
O.P.I Gel Nails 

 
134 West Cross Lane, 
West Cross, Swansea 
(01792) 401471 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

DON PIPER 
 

Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 
 

Established 1962 
 

 

Customer Care  
our speciality 

 

14 Queen’s Road 
Mumbles 
Tel: 366576 

 

Open Tuesday & Thursday 10am  - 3.30pm 

Friday 9am - 3.30pm Saturday 10am - 12noon 

http://www.glyndericottage.co.uk
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