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PANCAKES, PRAYER & PILGRIMAGE
Rev’d Hywel

I

am sitting here going through
my diary to see what March has in
store, and it is really quite a busy
month. It starts on the 1st with the
celebration of Saint David’s Day,
along with Shrove Tuesday, Welsh
Cakes and Pancakes on the same
day, my stomach cannot believe it!
Then we have Ash Wednesday on
the 2nd, and the start of the forty
days of Lent. During which we will
be providing a simple Lent lunch
of soup, bread, cheese, Welsh cakes
and a cup of tea or coffee each
Thursday at the Parish Hall
starting on the 3rd of March,
between 12.00pm and 1.00pm. All
are welcome, so why not bring a
friend. All donations will go to the
Bishops Lent Appeal.

run for 5 weeks from the week
beginning the 7th of March and the
good news is that there will be no
cost. The course entitled ‘Our
Common Home: caring for God’s
creation’. The subject matter is very
topical but also very important.
Reading what scripture has to say
about creation will be integral to
our conversations and reflections.
Whether you are eco-weary, ecosceptical, eco-cynical, ecoconcerned or eco-passionate we do
encourage you to consider joining
us for the five weeks of Lent.
Differing opinions often lead to
productive outcomes. We will meet
in the parish hall, and have
identified two available weekly
slots, Wednesday afternoon and
Thursday evening.

On the 5th Bishop John will be
enthroned as the tenth Bishop of
Swansea and Brecon at Brecon
Cathedral. He will be installed in
the Bishop’s chair and also
welcomed by representatives from
across Swansea and Brecon
Diocese. The service begins at 2pm.
We have a Lent Course which will

Looking ahead to Saturday, the
26th, there will be a pilgrimage to
the ancient monastic island of Bury
Holms on the Gower Peninsula. It
will be a chance to walk in the
footsteps of the hermit Saint
Cenydd, and to pray for growth
and spiritual renewal, both
5

individually and as a diocese. The
pilgrimage will start at Saint
Cenydd’s Church, Llangennith at
11.00am. The mid-point of the
pilgrimage is the ancient monastic
island of Bury Holms, home of the
sixth century hermit, St Cenydd.
The four and a half mile route
takes in stunning coastline, one of
Britain’s most beautiful beaches,
and a llama farm! The pilgrimage
will finish with a Eucharist at
around 2.30pm. Finally the month
end’s with Mothering Sunday on
the 27th.

frontals. Purple is used for two
reasons: firstly because it is
associated with mourning and so
anticipates the pain and suffering
of the crucifixion, and secondly
because purple is the colour
associated with royalty, and
celebrates Christ’s resurrection and
sovereignty.

Christians through the ages have
been called to fast not feast during
this season of the Church’s year, so
that they become more aware of
their reliance on God and not on
earthly things. But Lent can be a
feast as well as a fast, if we think
carefully about what we are
feasting on. It is a period during
which we are encouraged to grow
in grace and love for God and for
our fellow human beings. Love is
surely more feast-like than fastlike. It is a joyful thing, something
to be celebrated.

So March and Lent look to be
very busy with much going on,
with lots to do and look forward
to. But let us not be too busy, to set
aside time to pray, to reflect, and to
be still and quiet in the presence of
God and we prepare and look
towards Holy Week, the cross and
Easter. Throughout Lent we can
travel along with Jesus and call to
mind his journey to the cross, but
our journey with Jesus is one of
hope and life, as we know the joy
of the risen Lord in our lives and
for all who believe.

So as we go through Lent let us
do it with a joyous heart,
remembering what Jesus did for
us, as we look forward to that
Easter Day, but in our busy lives
let us also be still and quiet. Tom
Wright says. “Stillness gives the
ears and mind rest from the glaring
of noise. It is part of being truly

Purple is the symbolic colour
used in many churches throughout
Lent, for robes, drapes and altar
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human that we should create for
ourselves oases of stillness in
which we can be refreshed.

“This year Ash Wednesday is on
Thursday February the 10th.”
God bless, with much love,
your friend in Christ,
Hywel.

I will leave you with this, which
was printed on a church bulletin.

FAMILY NEWS
Canon Arthur writes:
A WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

E

arly last month Canon
Douglas Davies and his wife, Pat,
celebrated their 65th Wedding
Anniversary with a Eucharist at
Clyne Chapel where they were
married.

The small congregation of a few
friends, their daughter, Cathie and
their grandson James, who lives in
South Africa but is just completing
his studies at Swansea University,
was a contrast to the huge
congregation which packed the
church for their wedding day with
more people outside than in!
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Some may remember Douglas
and Pat. He was curate in charge
here from 1952-1957 while Pat
lived in the parish where she was
much involved in the Guide
movement.

Rev’d Biddy writes:
On 17th March, St Patrick’s Day,
Canon Arthur will celebrate his
90th birthday!

Congratulations and every
blessing to you from your many
friends in the parish and beyond.

We join in offering them our
warm congratulations and best
wishes. It was a great joy
for me personally to
preside at the Eucharist as,
together with Geoffrey
Davies, (Holy Cross) we
were curates here. He was
best man at the wedding
and I was a groomsman!

Douglas & Pat with
daughter Cathie &
grandson Jamie
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PRECIOUS MEMORIES

Thank you to all who have sent your
memories of those occasions when
you either met a member of royalty
or attended an event at which a
member of the royal family was
present. Keep them coming and I’ll
do a series.

Brenda Love writes:

I

was born and brought up in
Preston in Lancashire - cotton
mills, clogs, Lancashire cheese and
Preston North End F.C. We call it
Proud Preston. So, what has
Preston got to do with the Queen's
Platinum Jubilee? What is the
connection?

The Guild is held every 20 years
at the beginning of September,
starting on the first Monday after
the Feast of the Decollation
(beheading) of St. John the Baptist
(29th August). In 1328 the Palatine
Earldom of Lancaster was created,
with its administrative centre in
Preston. Because of this, the Loyal
Toast in Lancashire is "The Queen,
Duke of Lancaster."

Well, in the year 1100, not very
long after William the Conqueror
reached our shores (1066 and all
that), the Freemen and Burgesses
of Preston were granted a Charter
allowing them to trade without
tolls or hindrance and to hold a
Guild Merchant. This Charter was
renewed by King Henry ll in 1179,
and subsequently by successive
monarchs, and has been celebrated
in Preston every 20 years until 1942
when, because we were at war, it
had to be postponed until 1952, the
year of the Queen's accession.

On the day of H.M. the Queen's
coronation in 1953 in Westminster
Abbey I was invited to spend the
day at the home of a friend, Sheila,
who worked with me as a medical
secretary in the hospital, along
with one of the junior
housemen. Sheila's father was a
school headmaster and they had a
9

TV - rental firms had loaned
several sets for people to watch the
coronation and get a taste of
televiewing - and it worked because now everyone wanted
one. It took the football World
Cup in 1966 to get people wanting
colour pictures.
At the previous coronation in
1937 I was eight years old and in
primary school. The newly
crowned King and Queen were to
visit Preston and drive down Moor
Park Avenue, a wide, long,
straight road through the
park. We walked from school to
stand along the route. The
procession was a cavalcade of
limousines and we waved our
flags as they were driven past.

It was then time to walk back to
school but where were the King
and Queen we had come to
see? Where were the ermine robes
and glittering crowns? No sign of
the Household Cavalry on their
splendid horses - just a lady and

On the front cover, our very own
Queen Mary aka Brenda Love at
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
celebration in the parish hall in
2012.

gentleman who had waved to us
from the car - the present Queen's
mother and father, King George Vl
and Queen Elizabeth.

Glenys Williams writes:

M

y first memory of King
George VI was listening, as a little
girl sitting on my father’s knee, to
his often-quoted Christmas radio
broadcast. I can still remember the
words: ”Go out into the darkness
and put your hand into the Hand
of God.”
In February 1952, when the King
George VI died, I was one of three
girls in Slough High School Upper
Sixth filling in time until we were
18 and could go on to College.
Lady Astor was one of our School
Governors and she invited us, with
our Headmistress, Miss J.M.
Crawford, to see the lying-in state
of the King in the Westminster
Hall in London. We came in via
the Peers’ entrance and joined with
other members of the public, who
had been waiting for hours
outside to do the same.
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Roger Knight writes:

This was the year that the Trust
was celebrating its centenary and,
coincidently, Swansea U3A was
hosting the U3A Annual
Conference. When chatting to to
us, the prince noticed my local NT
tie and then saw my U3A badge.
He remarked on both, having
recently met the U3A National
Chairman.

I

met The Queen Mother on
two occasions. The first, when she
opened the new Aeronautics
Building, while I was a student at
Imperial College. The Royal
College of Science had a 1910
Dennis fire engine as its venerable
ceremonial transport and I was a
minor member of the team that
cared for it. The college authorities
lent us smart dungarees to wear
for the occasion and, quite by
chance the Queen Mother chose,
for some reason, to speak to me.
We only had a short conversation
and I offered a few words about
our pride and joy before she
moved on.

This was my opportunity to tell
him that Swansea was the first
local U3A to host a conference and
invite him to send a greeting to be
announced at that occasion. His
assistant was asked to make a note
and the message was duly
received.

Kristine Maton writes:

The second meeting was very
brief and formal as, being
Chancellor of London University,
she presented us with our degrees
in a ceremony in the Royal Albert
Hall – conveniently close to our
College.

W

hat a wonderful gift
memory is!
The joys and sorrows of life, with
all its complexities, filter in and
etch themselves for future
moments of poignant
remembrances. Some come
flooding in now.

Many years later, and after I had
retired, a few members of the
committee of the local National
Trust support group went to Chirk
Castle to meet the Prince of Wales.

The death of King George V1: his
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daughter walking slowly down the
steps of the plane bringing her
back to the land she now ruled; her
Coronation; and the news of the
death of her beloved husband.

George V and Queen Mary. I was
living near Wembley with my
parents who were from Wales.
Despite the fact that my father
was not a Royalist, I remember
having to stay still and keep quiet
for the King’s Christmas
broadcasts.

The solemnity and dignity of the
Coronation Service touched me
deeply. The T.V. brought it so
vividly to our transfixed eyes. As
the heavy crown was slowly
lowered on to the Queen’s head, it
symbolised for me the weighty
responsibilities ahead of her.

When King George and Queen
Mary celebrated their Silver Jubilee
in 1935, my sister, who was at
school, was given a Jubilee Mug,
but I didn’t get one.

I remember clearly the hand of
one of her Maids of Honour being
placed gently across the Queen’s
back for a moment of support
perhaps, as she stood awaiting the
crowning. The intense emotion of
that beautiful moment has never
left me. I still see and feel it as I
write.

Later, in 1937, at the celebration
of the Coronation of King George
VI and Queen Elizabeth, when I
was at school, I was given a
Coronation mug and book, which I
still have. At home, with my nonRoyalist father, we continued to
remain quiet for the traditional
Christmas Broadcasts.

May God bless our Queen, we
have sung and prayed so often,
and do again in this very special
year.

When it came to the Coronation
of our present Queen, I listened to
it on the radio as we didn’t have a
television, but I did get a glimpse
of the Queen going into the Abbey
when she went for one of the
Coronation rehearsals. This time, I
bought a Coronation mug for
myself.

Joyce Herrera writes:

M

y memories go back to the
Queen’s grandparents, King
12

Bob Wigley writes:

have a television, as sets were
expensive, so we were resigned to
following the events on our
crackly and somewhat
temperamental radio!

C

rowned! Remembering the
Coronation in June 1953
I well remember the sequence of
events, from the untimely death of
King George VI in February 1952,
to the Coronation of Queen
Elizabeth II in June 1953. I was 10
when the King died, and we lived
in a flat in the centre of Cardiff,
where the whole block totalled
some 100 flats. I was the ‘paper
boy’, delivering morning papers
seven days a week, and the South
Wales Echo on six evenings, for
which I earned the princely sum of
£1 per week! During the course of
the morning round, which I had to
complete before school, I managed
to read at least the headline articles
of the various newspapers, so I
became quite well informed about
current events!

However, my Aunt’s friend
Uncle Jack, who was relatively
well off, lived in the same block of
flats, and had a Television, so we
were all invited to watch the
Coronation Procession and Service
at Westminster Abbey. It was, of
course, a black and white picture,
somewhat fuzzy on a 12inch
screen, but nevertheless, we
crowded around the picture to
follow the day’s events. Even
better, we were allowed cake and
lemonade to celebrate – the adults
had something stronger!

To this day, I remember the
iconic moment, the spectacular
climax, when the Archbishop of
Canterbury, The Most Reverend
Geoffrey Fisher placed the Crown
of St. Edward upon the Queen’s
head, as the whole congregation
shouted ‘God Save the Queen’!

The day of the Coronation was,
of course, a School holiday, but
prior to that, all pupils had been
given a china Coronation mug,
since broken! and a copy of the
New Testament, inscribed to mark
the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth
II on 2nd June 1953, which I still
have! In those days, we did not

For me, as for many others, it
was the first State Occasion that I
had seen ‘live’ as it were – an
unforgettable day!
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LENT, EASTER & THE GIFT OF LIFE
Canon Arthur

T

his life – yours and mine –is
without any doubt, a gift from
God and one of the questions each
of us is called to answer, as day
follows day, is how can I best
make use of this gift? How can I
live my life to the full? It’s a
question men and women have
put to themselves all down the
ages and I want to suggest that
whatever we do in Lent, we need
to ask ourselves some searching,
and perhaps uncomfortable
questions: Am I satisfied with my
life? Am I using those gifts that
God has given me in the best
possible way? What’s missing in
my life? All serious questions
which it’s easy to run away from!
So then, what am I here for? And
the best answer is found in one
line in an old Scottish Catechism:

The simple answer is by
following Jesus, by making him
the centre of my life and by
allowing the Holy Spirit to
transform me. Lent is the season
when we think about what
controls us. In one of the readings
a few Sundays ago St Paul was
reminding us that we can be
imprisoned by fear, or greed, or
love of power, of too much love of
ourselves, but at every step of the
way Jesus challenges us to be
brave enough to step out of these
self made prisons and turn
towards the source of life and
freedom – God.
In her book Approaching Easter
Jane Williams says: ‘Jesus taught
us that the only life worth having
is a life shared with others, a life
that brings challenging freedom to
everyone’. Lent prepares us for
Easter which is, above all, a
celebration of life. As we prepare
to greet the Risen Lord,
throughout the next few weeks
you may like to say this prayer
every day:

Question: What is the chief end of
man?
Answer: The chief end of man is to
glorify God and enjoy him for
ever.

How can I ‘glorify God for ever?‘
14

Father,
I abandon myself into your hands:
do with me what you will.
Whatever you may do,
I thank you.
I am ready for all.
I accept all.
Let only your will be done in me I wish no more than this, O Lord.

Into your hands I commit my soul;
I offer it to you
with all the love of my heart,
for I love you, Lord,
and need to give myself
to surrender mysef
into your hands without reserve,
and with boundless confidence,
for you are my Father.

MAPS by Holly Ordway
Antique maps, with curlicues of ink
As borders, framing what we know, like pages
From a book of travelers’ tales: look,
Here in the margin, tiny ships at sail.
No-nonsense maps from family trips: each state
Traced out in color-coded numbered highways,
A web of roads with labeled city-dots
Punctuating the route and its slow stories.
Now GPS puts me right at the centre,
A Ptolemic shift in my perspective.
Pinned where I am, right now, somewhere, I turn
And turn to orient myself. I have
Directions calculated, maps at hand:
Hopelessly lost till I look up at last.
The poet considers maps from antiquity when the Ptolemic view was of earth at
the centre of the universe. The Copernican view was that the sun was the centre
and earth orbited round it. She suggests that we have returned to a new
Ptolemic view where high-tech satnav places us at the centre and keeps us
focused on our screens often with no idea of where we are! This poem
encourages us to look up and out; to check our bearings and make any
necessary adjustments to refocus east to the rising sun.

© ‘The Word in the Wilderness’ by Malcolm Guite.
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LENTEN PILGRIMAGE TO LLANGENNITH
Saturday 26th March 2022

What?
A pilgrimage in Gower. Open to
everyone. Free of charge.

coastline, one of Britain’s most
beautiful beaches, and a llama
farm!

When?
Saturday 26th March. Starting at
11am, the pilgrimage will finish
with a Eucharist at around 2.30pm.
Coaches will depart by 4pm.

Who?
This is open to anyone! Christian
or not, young and old. It is a
chance to meet together and walk
in the footsteps of one of our local
saints. Those who can are
encouraged to walk the 4.5 mile
route. Those who feel unable to
tackle the full distance will be able
to travel by coach most of the way
between the two points, meaning
that there is only a short walk
along flat sand to reach Bury
Holms. If you wish to simply
spend a day in Llangennith,

Where?
We will gather at St Cenydd's
Church, Llangennith (pictured
above). The mid-point of the
pilgrimage is the ancient monastic
island of Bury Holms (pictured
below), home of the sixth century
hermit, St Cenydd. The 4.5 mile
route takes in stunning
16

joining in opening prayers and the
closing eucharist, that’s good too.
The pilgrimage will be led jointly
by the Rev’d Sam Aldred, a curate
in Swansea, and Canon Mark
Clavier of Brecon Cathedral.
Bishop John Lomas will be joining,
and we hope that many from all
across the diocese and even further
afield will come too.

wish to drive a car then there is
some parking near St Cennydd’s
church and in the adjacent pub.
Bring a packed lunch and suitable
footwear!

Why?
A pilgrimage is a journey with
spiritual purpose. We will gather
as God’s people from across our
diocese, confessing our unity as
members of God’s holy church.
Travelling to the ancient monastic
island of Bury Holms reminds us
that we are part of a Christian
community which has worshipped
in this corner of Wales for well
over a thousand years. We are
inheritors of a tradition that we are
entrusted to preserve for future
generations. It reminds us that the
Christian faith and indeed life
itself is about movement onwards
and upwards, always seeking that
which is good and which is
holy.

How?
Two coaches have been booked.
One will depart from St Mary’s
Swansea at 10am. The other will
leave from Brecon Cathedral at
8.45. There is no charge to travel
on these coaches but space is
limited, so do book by emailing Fr
Sam on s.v.aldred@gmail.com if
coming from St Mary’s, or Mark
Clavier on
rescanon@breconcathedral.org.uk
if travelling from Brecon. If you

I hope that many will
be able to join!

Yours in Christ,
The Rev’d Sam Aldred

17

LEEKS, DAFFODILS & SHAMROCKS
Felicity Padley

O

n March 1st, we celebrate the
Feast Day of St David, the Patron
Saint of Wales, and linked to that
celebration we have two
outstanding plant symbols – leeks
and daffodils. It is the leek that is
the ancient symbol, which is still
given preference in a number of
official circumstances. It was the
leek that was chosen by the British
authorities in 1984, to be used on
the £1 coin to represent the Welsh
part of the UK, and each year on St
David’s Day the leek is
represented in the cap badge of
every soldier, in every Welsh
regiment.

Years’ War, in 1415, although
earlier in 1346, Welshmen
supporting the Black Prince at the
Battle of Crecy, are also reputed to
have worn leeks in their helmets,
as a means of recognising their
friends. Shakespeare though was
clearly describing an historical,
well-established tradition.
If we go back though, before the
Hundred Years’ War, we begin to
get into more mythological
accounts, one of which is directly
associated with St David, who is
reputed to have told soldiers of the
British King Cadwaladr, that they
should wear a leek as a means of
recognising each other, in a battle
against the Saxon invaders of
Britain. It is also reputed that the
battle itself took place in a “field of
leeks”. If we think of the modern
cultivated leek, then the thought of
wearing that on a helmet seems to
be extremely uncomfortable and
ridiculous. The plant that they
wore then was probably the wild
leek, Allium ampeloprasum. The
name Allium, of course,

But when did the link between
Wales and the leek begin? It was
clearly well established in Tudor
times, because in Act IV of
Shakespeare’s Henry V, Captains
Gower and Fluellen have
remarkably long discussions at the
end of the Battle of Agincourt
about wearing leeks in their caps,
and generally being Welsh. The
battle itself had taken place
towards the end of the Hundred
18

emphasises that the leek is a
member of the onion family, and
wild species (the forerunner of our
large versions) is very similar in
size and structure to the wild
garlic, which we are familiar with
at the bottom of Clyne Gardens,
and along the banks of the stream.

enormously. Indeed we used it in
the Parish in 2013, for the
celebration of the 90th Anniversary
of the Founding of the Diocese of
Swansea and Brecon. Alison Jones,
who was then the Curate at St
Paul’s, Sketty, suggested that every
church in the Deanery should
celebrate the event by planting 90
daffodil bulbs in their churchyard.
Thanks to a very generous
donation from Cash Hardware in
Mumbles, we were able to do this
and in Llwynderw, we decided to
arrange our bulbs in the shape of
crosses. Both crosses have thrived,
have flowered every year since,
and should be in good form to
celebrate the Diocesan Centenary
next year.

So, St David does have a tenuous
link with leeks, but where does the
daffodil come from? Its
associations with St David and St
David’s Day, are relatively
modern, and even more tenuous.
One interesting connection is a
linguistic one. The Welsh for leek
is Cennin, and the Welsh for
daffodil is Cennen Pedr, which
means Peter’s leek, so the core of
the name for both plants is
identical. Our current use of the
daffodil though is attributed to
David Lloyd George. He
recognised that the daffodil
flowered in early Spring, and so
was at its best on March 1st. He
therefore wore it on St David’s Day
and encouraged its use at the
investiture of the Prince of Wales
(the future King Edward VIII) in
1911. It provided a brighter little
symbol, and clearly has a
pleasanter smell than a leek. The
tradition has stuck and grown

Although then, both leeks and
daffodils do have links to St David,
there is nothing of liturgical
significance in their symbolism. To
find that, in March we have to go
to an earlier saint – St Patrick, who
lived in the 5th Century, and died
some time up to 50 years before
David was born. Many would
claim that Patrick was a
Welshman, like David, born and
brought up in West Wales, but
there are also claims that he was
born in Scotland or Cumbria. One
19

of the significant events of his
ministry amongst the growing
Christian population in Ireland
was to find a plant that he could
use to explain the structure of the
Holy Trinity – a plant with a
trifoliate leaf that represents God,
the Trinity, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. That plant – the shamrock
is of course now Ireland’s main
logo. I had always thought that
the shamrock was an independent
species of plant, but all the
information that I can find
indicates that it is what its name,
in unpronounceable Irish, says it is
– young clover – either Trifolium
dubium or Trifolium repens. It is
possible that the leek was a plant
which was symbolic for our pagan
ancestors, before David moved it

into its Christian symbolism. This
was almost certainly the case for
the shamrock. For the pagans it
represented a triplet of goddesses;
by using it Patrick built it into a
Christian symbol. It taught the
cohesion of the Trinity.
Interestingly, and linked to that,
the Celtic Cross incorporated the
Cross and the pagans’ worship of
the sun. Combining the two
showed how important the Cross
is, because it has eclipsed the
pagan sun.
And so in Wales, we have three
contrasting plants to celebrate in
March. The ancient leek, the
modern daffodil and the ancient
shamrock. Enjoy them all.

GRATITUDE
“Gratitude is the fairest blossom which springs from the soul.”

Henry Ward Beecher

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
At Rest
Christine Jenkins
Hilary Haynes
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FAIR TRADE FORTNIGHT 21 Feb - 6 March
Forum of the Association for Church Editors

F

airtrade works with farming
co-operatives, businesses, and
governments to make trade fair so
that producers earn secure and
sustainable livelihoods. (Learn to
do right; seek justice. Defend the
oppressed Isaiah 1:17 and, Love
your neighbour as
yourself Matthew 22:39).

When thinking of Fairtrade, most
people think of bananas, chocolate
or tea and coffee, but there are
many other Fairtrade products,
including gold, wine, clothes,
beauty products and flowers.
There are over 70,000 people
growing, harvesting, packing, and
caring for Fairtrade flowers which
are traceable to the original farm.
Fairtrade certified farms must
ensure safety and working
conditions for their employees.
These farms receive a Fairtrade
Premium of 10% for every item
sold, which allows workers to
invest in healthcare, education and
other social benefits.

The climate crisis is the biggest
threat to the livelihoods of millions
of small-scale farmers and
agricultural workers in low-income
countries worldwide. Without a
fairer income, farmers and workers
are unable to invest in the types of
mitigation and adaptation
techniques needed to protect the
environment, and their businesses.
This represents a vicious cycle of
poverty in which steps towards
environmental protection and
decarbonisation are likely to be
beyond the reach for those who
aren’t even able to earn a living
income, because the price they
receive for their produce is far too
low.
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FAMOUS CHRISTIAN CHORAL MUSIC
Les Ryan
Ave Verum Corpus by Mozart

T

his beautiful motet lasts just
3 minutes and is today considered
one of the greatest pieces that
Mozart composed.

concerts.
When Mozart was just 17 he
gained employment in Salzburg as
a musician / composer for the
Prince Archbishop Colloredo.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was
born in Salzburg in 1756, the
youngest of seven children. He
grew up to become one of the most
popular composers of all time. The
Mozarts were a musical family: for
example, his father Leopold was
violinist number four in the court
of the Prince Archbishop of
Salzburg, eventually becoming a
deputy musical director for the
prince.

Mozart soon started to compose
symphonies, concertos, serenades,
music for the catholic mass and
operas. He complained that he was
badly paid and yearned to be a
freelance performer and composer.
He wanted to move to the richer
pastures that Vienna offered.
At first, the Prince Archbishop
refused to accept Mozart’s
resignation, but relented a month
later and, according to one of
Mozart’s letters quoted in the
Grove New Dictionary of Opera
(1998) he was ‘dismissed with a kick
in the arse from the Archbishop’s
Steward Count Arco’.

Mozart wrote over 800 pieces
during his short life (1756-1791)
ranging from symphonies to
religious choral works. He was a
child prodigy and gave concerts on
keyboard and violin as a boy for
European royalty. He was
accompanied by his father and
sister Maria Anna, fondly called
Nannerl, who also took part in the

In his final year, 1791, Mozart set
about finishing what was to be his
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final opera, The Magic Flute and his
setting of the Requiem Mass. His
wife Constanze was expecting
their sixth child. She was not very
well during the pregnancy and
stayed in the spa town Baden bei
Wien. In June of 1791 Mozart
wrote the setting of the 13th/14th
century Latin hymn Ave Verum
Corpus for the church of St Stephen
there in Baden. The music was for
a choir, an ensemble of string
instruments and organ. Its simple,
restrained harmonies and melodies
have made this work a firm
favourite, universally loved and
admired.

The words, in Latin, relate to the
feast of Corpus Christi
Hail, true Body,
Born of the Virgin Mary,
Having truly suffered,
Sacrificed on the cross for us,
From whose pierced side
Water and blood flowed:
Be for us a foretaste
Of the Heavenly banquet,
In the trial of death!
Mozart died aged just 35 in
December of 1791 and was buried
in an unmarked ‘pauper’ grave.

MOTHERS IN MIND
This poem was inspired by the experience of a friend of Ruthie Thomas who lost
her son in the Iraq war. It is used with permission and may be a source of
comfort to others who have lost children.
What of the mothers whose
Hearts are bruised
Torn by that veil that whispers
Across the cheek like silk
Only to leave an indelible print.
What of the women
Who lock away in the quiet room
To cry with dry eyes
What of those mothers, Like Mary
© Ruthie Thomas
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FILM CLUB
3 March 2022

My Best Friend’s Wedding
(Julia Roberts, Rupert Everett)

17 March 2022

North West Frontier
(Kenneth Moore, Lauren Bacall, Herbert Lom)

7 April 2022

Gigi
(Leslie Caron, Maurice Chevalier, Louis Jordan,
Hermone Gingold)

21 April 2022

Hell Fighters
(John Wayne, Katherine Ross, Jim Hutton)

12 May 2022

Take the Lead
(Antonio Banderas)

26 May 2022

The Ghost and Mrs Muir
(Gene Tierney, Rex Harrison, George Sanders

9 June 2022

The Mouse that Roared
(Peter Sellers, Jean Seberg, David Kossoff

23 June 2022

The King and I
(Yul Brynner, Deborah Kerr)

7 July 2022

The Importance of Being Earnest
(Rupert Everett, Colin Firth, Judy Dench,
Reese Witherspoon)

21 July 2022

Strictly Ballroom
(Paul Mercurio, Tara Morice, Bill Hunter)
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THE IMPACT OF CHANGE
Change has a considerable psychological impact on the human mind.
To the fearful it is threatening because it means things may get worse.
To the hopeful it is encouraging because it means things may get better.

To the confident it is inspiring because the challenge exists to make
things better.
(Unknown author)

CLOCKS GO FORWARD ONE HOUR ON
SUNDAY 27 MARCH

FOR SALE
For Sale @ £1,500
Middleton’s Discovery Plus Mobility Scooter

Lightweight, folding, electric mobility scooter
with storage bag
Bought a few months ago but the owner,
a previous member of the parish,
passed away before ever using it
Bought new for £2,495

Tel: 07761 828280
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DOWN 2 EARTH
PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LTD

•
•
•
•
•

All aspects of Home and Grounds Maintenance
Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom Installations
Painting and Decorating Service
All projects Fully Managed
Free Estimates and all Work Fully Insured
Mike Timbrell 07813 055357
down2earthltd@icloud.com

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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Contact Andrew, Dafydd,
Rachel or Lauren

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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To enquire about advertising costs please contact the Editor
Details on page 4

MUSIC TUITION

West Cross
Dental Practice

Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute
& Theory of Music

Andrew Llewellyn BDC
NHS, Private & Denplan

Nick Kiley

BA (Hons) PGDip (RNCM) PGCE

54c Mulberry Avenue
West Cross
Swansea
SA3 5HA
Telephone: 404405

Telephone:
07929 009772

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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H
HERITAGE
CARPET & FLOORING LTD
Specialists in carpet, wood,
laminate & vinyl
422 Gower Road, Killay,
Swansea, SA2 7AJ
Tel/Fax: 01792 202 021
www.heritagecarpetandflooring.com

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
30

HEADS TOGETHER

DON PIPER

Unisex Hair & Fashion Care
Perming/Tinting/Colouring
And Creative Designs
NEW!
O.P.I Gel Nails

Gentlemen’s Hairdresser
Established 1962
Customer Care
our speciality

14 Queen’s Road
Mumbles
Tel: 366576

134 West Cross Lane,
West Cross, Swansea
(01792) 401471

Open Tuesday to Friday 11.00am - 3.30pm
Saturday 10am - 12noon

GLYNDERI COTTAGE
01874 636878
SENNYBRIDGE
BRECON
POWYS
LD3 8TS

Rebekah Robertson
54 Newton Road
Mumbles, SA3 4BQ

Walk - Explore - Relax

Tel: 01792 732177

www.glyndericottage.co.uk

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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Christ in Majesty
at Holy Cross Church
Fairwood Road

Clyne Chapel
Blackpill
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