
  

 

 

February 2022                                                        £1.00 

 

www.parishofllwynderw.org 

It’s official - Priest-in-Charge, 
Reverend Hywel Griffiths 

Clyne Chapel  
  Mayals Road 

Blackpill, SA3 5BT 

Holy Cross Church  
Fairwood Road  
West Cross, SA3 5JP 

a parish with a desire for church                         

growth, mission and evangelism  

Our Diamond Couple 
See page 8 



2 

 

THE PARISH OF LLWYNDERW 
Holy Cross Church & Clyne Chapel, Swansea,  

in the Mumbles Ministry Area 

CLERGY 
The Reverend Hywel D Griffiths 

(Vicar) 
23, Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, Swansea, SA3 5DE 

Telephone: 01792 403957              Email: rev.hywel@outlook.com 

The Venerable Jonathan B Davies B.Th 
(Archdeacon of Gower) 

The Vicarage, Fairwood Road, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5JP 
Telephone & Fax: 01792 512747                 Email: ven.jbd@sky.com 

The Reverend Biddy M S Wigley 
(Assistant Curate) 

5, Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 
Telephone: 01792 405404                Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH 

Sunday 8.00am 

10.00am 

11.00am 

 Holy Eucharist 

Holy Eucharist 

Holy Eucharist 
 

Clyne Chapel 

Holy Cross 

Clyne Chapel 

Wednesday 10.30am  Holy Eucharist Clyne Chapel 

 

Thursday 10.00am  Holy Eucharist Holy Cross 

 

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,  
of the names of those who are sick. 

The Chapel of St Faith is open daily for Foodbank drop-offs only. 

Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with  
 The Reverend Hywel Griffiths 

 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion  
of the sick or infirm at any time.  

 

The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing. 

WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS 

Wednesdays 9.45am Spinning Tots with Miss Lizzie 
A fun introduction to dance, movement & ballet for 
children aged 18 months to 4 years. 

Fridays  9.30am - 12   Community Art Class  
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READER 

Dr Felicity Padley 32 Fernhill Close,  Blackpill                                                                                                
Email: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 

LAY WORSHIP TEAM 
Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Felicity Padley, Esther Searle 

PAROCHIAL OFFICERS 

Parish Wardens 
Vicar’s Warden 

 
 

People’s Warden 

 
Mrs Lesley Morris  
65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty, SA2 8EW 
 
Miss Kate Richard 
6 Ffynone Close, Uplands, SA1 6DA 

 
Tel: 514769 

 
 

Tel: 642297 
  

PCC Secretary 
  
 
PCC Treasurer 

Dr Felicity Padley 
32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill, SA3 5BX 
 
Mr Bob Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, SA3 5HW 
Email: bobandbiddywigley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 
 

Tel: 405404 

Parish Organist Mr Leslie Ryan, BA (hons mus), LCCMD, 
AWCCM, CertEd (Wales) 
43 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, SA3 5DB 

Tel: 406062 

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL 
 

can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions 
 

Contact:  The Reverend Hywel Griffiths  
Telephone: 403957 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Mondays at 3.15pm 
Eden Bus, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Sundays at 4.00pm 

Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday 
Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080 

Film Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512 

Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders:  
Hazel Somers: 401705 & Elaine Griffiths: 208269 

Get Crafty Group. Every Friday 
Sian Griffiths: 403957 
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IN THIS ISSUE . . . . . . . 

5. Ice Cream & Kindness 
6. Resources for Lent 
7. Family News 
10. Messy Christingle 
12. This & That 
14. Thank You 
16. Mothers’ Union 
18. Candlemas Bells 
20. Famous Christian Choral Music 
21. From the Parish Registers 
22. I Hired a Plumber… 
23. Platinum Jubilee  
24. What Have We Done to Our World? 
25. Save the Date 
27. Who Noticed? 
20. Who Doesn’t Love a Challenge? 

Contributions for the MARCH 2022 issue  
to be received no later than 

Thursday 17th February 2022 
 

for publication on Sunday 27th February 2022 
   

Rev’d Biddy Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 

 

Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 
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ICE CREAM & KINDNESS 
Rev’d Hywel 

I  cannot believe it; it only 

seems five minutes ago that we 

were celebrating the birth of Jesus 

at Christmas and wishing each 

other a Happy New Year, then lo 

and behold it’s February already. 

Where does the time go? Now the 

post Christmas credit card 

statement has arrived, and the 

New Year resolutions to exercise 

more and reduce alcohol and food 

consumption are beginning to fail.  

 

   But let us be positive. The 

Romans and the Celts considered 

February to be the beginning of 

spring, when the days lengthen, 

and the snowdrops, and primroses 

begin to appear, brightening up the 

hedgerows. Birds are beginning to 

build their nests and gardeners are 

planning, sowing or nurturing 

seedlings.  

 

   I don’t know why, but I googled 

February to see if anything really 

interesting took place during the 

month. There were two days which 

stood out and caught my eye. 

 

   The first day is, that on the first 

Saturday of every February we 

have ‘Ice Cream for Breakfast Day.’ 

Now I do not know about you, but 

I love ice cream, and yes, I could 

eat ice cream every day, even for 

breakfast. This sounds a great day 

for me to celebrate and I can’t 

believe that I have not heard of it 

before. So this year I look forward 

to celebrating ‘Ice Cream for 

Breakfast Day’ and to having a 

rather large bowl of ice cream for 

breakfast, preferably Joe’s, topped 

with oodles of chocolate sauce. My 

mouth is watering at the mere 

thought of it. I can’t wait. Although 

I don’t know how happy Sian will 

be with this. I think she’ll have 

something to say about it, and it 

probably won’t be good. 

 

   The second day is that on the 

seventeenth day of every February 

we have ‘Random Acts of Kindness 

Day.’ Now again I had not heard of 

this day before, but I think it is a 

day that we as Christians should 

all celebrate throughout the world. 
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   The one thing I can’t understand 

is why it is only celebrated on the 

one day of the year, the 

seventeenth of February. Surely 

this ‘Random Acts of Kindness 

Day’ should be celebrated more 

than this, once a month perhaps, or 

maybe once a week. No surely we 

Christians should be celebrating 

‘Random Acts of Kindness Day’ 

every day. It doesn’t have to be any 

grand gesture, it could be simply 

saying hello to someone, asking 

someone how they are feeling, 

spending time having a chat to 

someone, or helping someone out 

in any way we can. The list is 

endless. But can you imagine the 

effect and the result if every one of 

us, throughout the world, just did 

one random act of kindness to 

someone else each day in the name 

of Jesus. It only has to be 

something small, but the difference 

it could make could be huge. Jesus 

said love one another as I have 

loved you. A simple random act of 

kindness shows love, the kind of 

love Jesus shows us. 

 

   I will end now with this little 

prayer: 

 

   Father God, help me to find joy in 

each new day, and laughter in 

every adventure. When I’m 

tempted to grumble and frown, 

please nudge my funny bone and 

tickle my ribs until I see the funny 

side of the situation. Amen. 

 

   God bless, with much love, your 

friend in Christ, Hywel. 

RESOURCES FOR LENT 
 
For daily reading:   
 
SACRED SPACE (A prayer, a short reading and a reflection for every 
day. £4.50. (Also available online at SPACE FOR LENT 2022) 
  
JOURNEY INTO LENT (brf) - daily Bible Readings: £2.99 
  
YOU ARE MINE – The Bishop of Manchester explores the theme of 
‘Belonging’ (brf) £8.99 
  
Also online: 
LIFE ON THE BREADLINE (Church Action on Poverty)  
SYCAMORE (A refresher course on discipleship) 
  
         Canon Arthur 
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O n Saturday, 15th January 

Doreen Morris celebrated her 95th 

birthday.  Doreen had a wonderful 

time celebrating at home with a 

small family gathering including 

her son Barry and her daughter, 

Diane as illustrated by these lovely 

photographs.   

 

   Congratulations, Doreen, and 

love from all your friends in the 

parish. 

FAMILY NEWS 
Rev’ds Hywel & Biddy 
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O n Boxing Day 2021, Jim and 

Christine Watkins celebrated their 

Diamond Wedding anniversary.  

 

   This picture was taken on their 

wedding day back in 1961 and the 

front cover pictures them on their 

special day complete with a 

message from the Queen. 

 

   Congratulations on a wonderful 

achievement, and love from all 

your friends in the parish. 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   As we celebrate with Jim, 

Christine and Doreen, we 

remember, fondly, those who are  

 

no longer with us. 

 

  Dewar Neill passed away 

peacefully at Brynfield Manor 

nursing home on the 31st of 

December. 

 

   Dewar was a real gent, and was a 

treasured and valued member of 

the Clyne Chapel congregation, 

and of the Parish. He not only 

enjoyed, but took an active part in 

our worshipping together and 

joined in and enjoyed the social 

activities of the Parish as well. 

Dewar along with his wife Patsy 

ran Varsity Stores on Brynymor 

Road for many years. We shall 

miss his lovely smile and his warm 

sense of humour. 
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   Margaret Morgan died on 23rd 

December 2021 at Bloomfield, 

where she had been wonderfully 

cared for since 2017. 

    

   Margaret was very kind-natured, 

always thought of others before 

herself, and was elegant and 

glamorous. She was an excellent 

cook and, along with her love of 

music and dancing, enjoyed 

entertaining friends.  

 

   Margaret was brought up in St. 

Thomas. Trained at Greggs 

Secretarial College in Swansea, she 

became a legal secretary. She 

married Ivan in 1951, and they had 

two children - Carolyn and Judith.  

 

   Margaret and Ivan were much 

loved members of Clyne Chapel 

for many years and were involved 

in all the social events including 

the Walkers and Talkers Group.  

 

   We send our loving sympathy to 

Carolyn and Judith and all the 

family. 

 

   Many of our advertisers have 

supported us for many years, and I 

was very shocked and saddened to 

learn of the untimely death of 

James Small (Acorn Stair Lifts).  

 

 

   We send our deepest sympathy 

to his widow, Sue. 

 

 

Hywel and Biddy 
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MESSY CHRISTINGLE 

Felicity Barrow 

H ot on the heels of the carol 

singing at the Woodman, the 

Messy Church Team took great 

delight in holding our Christingle 

service in their wonderful outdoor 

area. 

 

   We prepared the Christingles 

after church that morning and had 

a few sticky moments, quite 

literally, when we tried to spear 

the Dolly Mixtures after Sian’s 

brainwave to heat them in the 

‘popty ping‘ to make the task 

easier …. Back to Tooty Frooties 

next year Sian! 

 

   We had asked for a rough 

indication of numbers on Facebook 

and we were overwhelmed with 

the response. The decking was full, 

and it really was wonderful to be 

reunited with our Messy Church 

congregation for the first time in 22 

months. A number of people 

wandered over from the pub and 

the prom to make it a joyous, 

community celebration. 

 

   A Q&A session on the 

Christingle tradition was both 

reassuring on past teaching and 

delightful, evidencing how our 

younger 

parishioners have 

grown in confidence 

and character 

despite the 

pandemic. 

  

   Singing carols 

again was fantastic, 

led masterfully by 

Les, and there  

was much hilarity 

singing the Twelve 
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Days of Christmas, row by row, 

conducted by Rev Hywel. 

 

   After the service, landlady Emily 

brought out plates of sausages, 

chips and ketchup and we were 

able to mill about and chat, 

catching up on all the news, some 

of us with steaming mugs of 

mulled wine. 

 

   It was a great success. We are so 

grateful to Emily and James for 

facilitating this event and also to 

the many people who prayed for 

us, as we actively took the Gospel 

into the wider community. 

 

   Covid has delivered some 

unexpected benefits making us  

work more creatively in serving 

Jesus. Whilst we hope that 

Christmas 2022 will resemble what 

we’re used to, services at the pub 

should remain a priority! 
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THIS AND THAT 
Bob Wigley, Parish Treasurer 

F or a variety of reasons, we 

were not able to make our usual 

Charitable Donations last 

December, although I know that 

some of us donated to Faith in 

Families, in lieu of local Christmas 

Cards, or simply to support the 

extra demands on Faith in Families 

during the Christmas Season. 

 

   In December, Linda Tyler-Lloyd 

told me that she wished to use the 

remains of her Council budget on 

Charity Donations as she knew 

that Mayals residents would want 

to support those who are 

struggling. So, funnelled through 

the Parish, we agreed to give the 

£500 to Mathew’s House, towards 

the cost of the meals that they were 

providing for the homeless and the 

needy over the Christmas period. I 

delivered the cheque myself, and 

their grateful letter of thanks is on 

Page 14. 

 

   In the last few days, I have been 

in correspondence with the late 

John and Maureen Jones’ daughter 

Susan, who wanted to give £1000 

(Gift -Aided, as it was a Gift and  

 

not a legacy!)  to Holy Cross 

Church on behalf of the family, in 

Memory of their parents. I have 

now received the cheque, and 

obviously expressed our grateful 

thanks.  

 

   A couple of months ago, I 

received advice from the solicitors 

acting in the estate of the late 

Nesta Phillips that she had made a 

specific bequest of £5,000 to Clyne 

Chapel, expressed in her will to be 

‘in memory of my late parents 

Daniel Phillips (sometime 

Churchwarden thereat) and his 

wife Cicely Phillips’. I have not yet 

received the cheque, but the 

money is unfettered. 

 

   Last year, our Ministry Share of 

£55,988 was ameliorated by 

Diocesan Support of £19,035, some 

34%.  Whilst the Deanery Ministry 

Share for 2022 has been agreed by 

the Area Deans and the Diocese, I 

have been working with Peter 

Brooks, our Area Dean, to 

calculate a fair allocation between 

our four Ministry Areas, and 

meetings will shortly take place in  
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order to obtain agreement.  In 

anticipation of that, I am also now 

in discussion with the Parishes of 

Oystermouth and Newton to agree 

a fair distribution between our 

three Parishes!  However, at this 

stage, we are not aware of any 

possible Diocesan support for 

Parishes, so in our own planning, 

we will need to assume that our 

Ministry Share will have to be paid 

in full. 

 

   As you will know, I have always 

averred that our Ministry Share, 

and other day to day costs should 

be met from our Income, and that 

we should not resort to 

Unrestricted Reserves to make up 

any shortfall, unless it can be 

clearly identified as a very 

temporary position, to be quickly 

rectified. So, I believe that we are 

facing a difficult year, which 

coincides with an increasing level 

of inflation, fuelled largely by 

rising Energy costs, which also 

have an impact on prices 

generally, and which will 

inevitably affect us all. I am 

therefore hoping to agree with 

Hywel that we can arrange a 

‘Commitment Sunday’ when we 

can talk to you all about our day to 

day financial position and see how 

best we can all work together to 

‘balance the books’ as it were. This 

is not meant to be negative in any 

way – rather, I believe it is right 

that we should be realistic, so that 

we can face the challenge together! 
 

   But there is much good news!! 

Many of you have moved to 

Bankers’ Orders to make your 

Giving, which is so much 

appreciated – apart from reducing 

the work involved in counting and 

banking, it helps to stabilise our 

income stream, and provide some 

budgetary certainty.  If you have 

not yet felt able to transfer, please, 

please re-consider, and let me 

know if I can help. Also, many of 

you send me cheques on a very 

regular basis, for which we are 

truly grateful. As always, I am 

here to help in respect of any of the 

practical aspects of Giving, or in 

respect of the financial framework 

of our Churches and Parish 

generally – you only have to get in 

touch. 

 

   Thank you for taking the trouble 

to read this – my very best wishes 

to you all for a Happy and safe, 

Covid free New Year!  

 

     Bob 
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D ear Members of the Parish 

of Llywnderw,  

 

   We would like to express our 

heartfelt thanks to you for your 

WONDERFUL donation of £500 in 

December! You are such loyal 

supporters of Matthew’s House 

and we feel so privileged to be the 

recipients of such kindness and 

generosity.  

 

   Christmas can be a less than 

joyful time for so many, and 2021 

has been another challenging year. 

Despite this, in September we were 

able to re-open the café indoors, 

which meant we were able to host 

Christmas Dinner inside again this 

year! We were also able to 

welcome back talented musicians 

and singers throughout December 

to add some festive live music 

while guests enjoy their food. We 

fed 125 people on Christmas Day, 

44 inside our café and 81 through  

takeaways and deliveries to  

 

hostels and individuals. Guests  

had the choice of a turkey, pork or  

veggie dinner with all the 

trimmings, as well as an extra meal 

to takeaway for later in the day, 

and a Christmas giftbag filled with 

goodies!  

    

   Without people like you, we 

would not have been able to do all 

of this. This is the biggest 

Christmas Day we  

have ever done at Matthew’s 

House since we started in 2017, 

and you are a huge part of making 

it possible. Your donation is 

essential to making people feel 

special and loved this Christmas. 

We are so blessed to have your 

support and cannot thank you 

enough!  

 

   In 2021, despite immense 

challenges, we have continued 

giving hospitality and hope 

wherever we can. Matthew’s  

House has now served a  

THANK YOU 

MATTHEWS HOUSE 
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staggering 110,000 meals,  

distributed 2,500 dignity packs, 

and given 250 haircuts. Our 

shower and laundry facility are 

ready to be re-opened as soon as 

possible, and we are busy making 

2022 plans for our Community 

Choir and Matt’s Cwtsh, our 

friendly advocacy scheme. We 

have also launched our own app, 

Hope in Swansea, which now has 

114 services registered, connecting 

people quickly and easily with the 

support they need.  

 

   We would love to have some of 

you come along to Matthew’s 

House for a cuppa sometime and 

see for yourselves the amazing 

impact your support has on the 

people in our city. Thank you so 

much for believing in Matthew’s 

House and being with us.  

 

   With love and thanks,  

 

The Matthew’s House Leadership 

and Family  

 

Thom Lynch Project Manager  

Ellie Phillips Team Leader  

Matthew’s House, Swansea  

 

Thom@matthewshouse.org.uk  

ellie@matthewshouse.org.uk  

 

From Peter Bastian: 

 

   "O the deep, deep love of Jesus"………..when my own health 

deteriorated early last year, I had no idea that my beloved wife 

Valerie, after suffering intense pain, would pass away within that 

same year. I floundered in sorrow, but my prayers were answered, 

and Jesus came in the understanding, kindness and love of family, 

friends and the Parish. 

 

   So, at this time I give my heartfelt thanks to all parishioners who 

have given their support and love at this time in the memory of a 

sincere and faithful member, Valerie. 

…………."All about me I have witnessed the fullness of his love." 

   

  With God's blessings, Peter 
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M embers are looking forward 

to meeting again at Holy Cross 

Church at 2.15pm on Shrove 

Tuesday - St David’s Day, 1 March, 

to share in the Eucharist and then 

to catch up with each other’s news 

whilst maybe sharing a few 

anecdotes about previous St David 

Days.   

 

   In the meantime, the MU Wave 

of Prayer 2022 for Swansea & 

Brecon’s link dioceses will be 

between 10am – 6pm on Monday, 

21 February.  Branch time-tabling 

was decided by lot, starting at 

10am with Gorseinon, the hour 

long slots continue with 

Llwynderw between 11am & noon, 

followed by Killay, Gowerton, 

Llanrhidian, Waunarlwydd, and 

Three Cliffs to end with 

Penllergaer with Pontarddulais.  

(See below for link dioceses.)   

Llwynderw members are 

requested to use the prayers, which 

will be provided to them, in their 

own homes. 

 

   Sadly it was considered best to  

cancel our November meeting.   

 

Instead, we viewed the short 

documentary film 

‘Sanctuary’ (planned to be shown 

in November) before our 

Christmas lunch on 7 December 

after the celebration of the 

Eucharist, presided over by Rev’d 

Hywel.   Our grateful thanks go to 

Rev’d Hywel & his wife, Sian, who 

beautifully organised our lunch. 

 

   ‘Sanctuary’ seemed very 

appropriate as Jesus was to become 

a child refugee when his family 

fled to save his life from the 

massacre of male children, under 

the age of two, commanded by 

Herod who feared the child ‘born 

to be King of the Jews’ sought by 

the Magi. 

 

   Inspired by the 10th anniversary 

of Swansea becoming a City of 

Sanctuary a short documentary 

film has been made to shed light 

on what it means to seek asylum 

and settle in Swansea. The film 

features the perspectives of those 

who find themselves 'dispersed' to 

Swansea and the host community 

who have sought to welcome  
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them. The film is available to 

watch, and share, at https://

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=s2F2Eix6ZJc 

More information about Swansea 

City of Sanctuary may be found at 

https://

swansea.cityofsanctuary.org/ 

 

TRANSFORMATION NOW! 

   As MU approaches the start of a 

new triennium we look towards 

the future with fresh vision, MU’s 

goal for 2022 is ‘Transformation - 

now!’ 

 

   MU members have shown 

incredible resilience, 

responsiveness and adaptability 

throughout the global pandemic. 

As an organisation, the pandemic 

forced us to change the ways we 

work and support those who 

benefit from our services.  Now is 

the time to: 

Transform ourselves, personally & 

spiritually, to live out our faith. 

Transform the churches & 

communities we work with & of 

which we are a part, to reflect 

Christ's kingdom. 

Transform Mothers' Union to be 

relevant for 21st century life. 

    

   To aid us in this endeavour 

Jenny Lane, from Bangor Diocese 

has been elected as Provincial 

President and Jenny Barton, from 

Monmouth Diocese, as Zonal 

Trustee. 

 

   Our Swansea & Brecon 

appointees are: 

Diocesan President – Ruth Roberts 

Vice Presidents - Jill McPherson 

(Gower) & Ella Thomas (Brecon) 

General Trustees - Rachel Wells, 

Moira Bibby & Jeanne Hughes. 

Deanery Leaders - Ailsa Howell 

(Gower) & Alison Lawrence 

(Brecon) 

 

WAVE OF PRAYER FOCI: 

For the Worldwide President, 

Sheran Harper (from Guyana), all 

involved in her leadership & all 

who work from Mary Sumner 

House in London.    For the 

Dioceses of Free State (South 

Africa), Bondo (Kenya), Offa and 

Ogbia (Nigeria), Argentina 

(around the capital city of Buenos 

Aires) & its neighbours Northern 

Argentina and Uruguay, not 

forgetting our own Diocese.. 

 
OUR BRANCH MEETINGS ARE 

OPEN TO ALL.  WE LOOK 

FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU. 

 

Elaine Griffiths 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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W e celebrate Candlemas on 

February 2nd.  It is the festival in the 

Church year when we remember the 

Presentation of Jesus in the Temple, 40 

days after his birth, and the 

simultaneous Purification of his 

Mother, Mary.  The events, described 

in Luke’s Gospel, took place to fulfil 

the Mosaic Law, set out in Leviticus, 

that all male babies should be 

presented in the Temple, so that the 

parents could give thanks to God for 

their birth, and for their protection 

during the first vulnerable days of the 

lives.  The parents also prayed for the 

child’s good health throughout his life.  

The purification of the child’s mother 

was also an event required by Jewish 

Law, the equivalent of what in the 

Christian Church, has been known as 

the Churching of Women. 

 

   Why though is the festival called 

Candlemas?  By the mid-fifth century, 

people started to use lighted candles 

as part of the celebrations on February 

2nd, and the practice became officially 

instituted as a liturgical feature in the 

seventh century, and so it acquired the 

name of Candlemas – the festival day, 

or Mass of the candles, as well as the 

Presentation of Christ in the Temple, 

and the Purification of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary.  The candles, of course,  

 

are symbols of Christ, the Light of the 

World, and also of purity.  As part of 

the liturgy, all the candles to be used 

in the church in the following year 

were also blessed.  There are other 

features that are associated with 

Candlemas.  It is, in the Church, the 

final day of the Christmas season, 

when we turn and look forward 

through Lent, towards Easter. 

 

   What though are Candlemas Bells? It 

is a name I had never encountered 

until a couple of weeks ago, but 

Candlemas Bells are snowdrops.  The 

snowdrop (Galanthus nivalis), which 

means the “milk flower of the snow”, 

is native to large parts of Europe, and 

has spread and naturalised in 

countries well beyond its original 

limits.  There are suggestions that the 

Romans may have introduced it to the 

UK, but it is more probable that it 

arrived here sometime in the early 

sixteenth century, and became well 

established, at least in Worcestershire 

and Gloucestershire, by 1770.  It was 

one of the first plants to have a formal 

Latin name, being included in Carl 

Linnaeus’ first published work – 

Species Plantarum – in 1753. 

 

   Snowdrops are regularly the earliest 

plants to flower in the New Year.   

CANDLEMAS BELLS 
Felicity Padley 
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They are therefore considered to be a 

symbol of hope, heralding the arrival 

of Spring.  This is one of the features 

that links them to Candlemas, because 

February 2nd is halfway between the 

darkest time of the year, at the Winter 

solstice, and the Spring equinox, and 

snowdrops are usually in full flower at 

the beginning of February.  Their 

intense white colour has led to their 

being considered as plant equivalents 

of candles, so representing Christ the 

Light of the World, but also the white 

flowers can symbolise innocence and 

purity, linking them to the Purification 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  In the 

past, as well as candles, snowdrops 

were therefore often used to decorate 

churches at Candlemas, and church 

communities held formal processions 

to celebrate the festival.  Young 

women took part in the processions, 

dressed in white, and carrying 

snowdrops.  

 

   So, it is the long association with 

Candlemas that has led to snowdrops 

being called Candlemas Bells.  In 

France a snowdrop is similarly called 

la violette de la chandaleur – the violet of 

Candlemas.  In Italy it is fiore della 

purificazone – the flower of purification, 

and in Germany it is Schneeglöckenchen, 

or little snow bells – not very far from 

Candlemas Bells And what is it in 

Welsh?  I haven’t found the answer, so 

I’ll try Cloch Gŵyl Fair. 

 

   In the last few days, I have looked 

for snowdrops in Clyne Gardens and 

in Clyne Chapel grounds.  On January 

19th, I found one that had just come 

into bloom.  Hopefully now they are 

all in full flower.  Go out and enjoy 

them – at the Chapel, in Clyne 

Gardens, in your own garden …….. 

symbols of hope, purity and Christ the 

Light of the World ….. Candlemas 

Bells. 

Today’s heavenly forecast: God will reign for ever. 
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S ir Charles Hubert Hastings 

Parry (1848-1918) is famous for 

several religious works: for 

example the music for the hymn 

Jerusalem, the coronation anthem 

I was glad and the lovely tune 

‘Repton’ to the words Dear Lord 

and father of mankind. 

 

   Parry was born in Bournemouth 

to a wealthy family. He attended 

Eton and then Exeter College, 

Oxford. He had set his eyes on a 

business career and read Law and 

Modern History. However, music 

was soon to take over his life. He 

became an assistant editor writing 

123 articles for the ground-

breaking Dictionary of Music and 

Musicians compiled by George 

Grove.  By the 1880s Parry was 

Professor of Composition at the 

Royal College of Music and in 1895 

became its Principal. At the same 

time he was also Heather Professor 

of Music at Oxford. An exceptional 

honour. Parry’s hobby when he 

was not involved in music was 

sailing and he became a member  

 

of the Royal Yacht Squadron – 

quite an achievement! 

 

   All coronation services, since 

King Charles I in 1626, have 

featured a choral setting of words 

from Psalm 122 – “I was glad 

when they said unto me let us go 

unto the House of the Lord” to be 

sung as an anthem when the 

monarch arrived at the west door 

of Westminster Abbey.  

Parry’s majestic anthem was 

composed for King Edward VII in 

1902 and revised for King George 

V in 1911 with additional brass 

and organ fanfares. The music 

features a double choir (two 

sections of sopranos, two of altos 

etc), organ and orchestra. The 

music has an overwhelming 

feeling of grandeur and empire.  

 

   Parry’s innovation in this piece 

was the addition of the Latin 

acclamations Vivat Rex (Long live 

the King) or Vivat Regina (Long 

live the Queen) which traditionally 

are sung (or rather, shouted) by 

FAMOUS CHRISTIAN CHORAL MUSIC 
Les Ryan 

Coronation Anthem -  I Was Glad 
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the scholars of Westminster School. 

 

   Not everything runs smoothly at 

these great national events. For 

example, one of Handel’s 

coronation anthems in 1717 for 

King George II and Queen 

Caroline ended in confusion we 

are told, while another of the 

anthems in the Order of Service 

was left out altogether!  In 1902, ‘I 

was glad’ finished too early in the 

service. The King hadn’t even 

arrived at the west door of the 

abbey, so the quick-thinking 

organist improvised some tunes on 

the spot until King Edward VII 

turned up (rather late)! Then the 

anthem was then sung all over 

again! 

 

   Much more recently, in 2011, I 

was glad was sung for the bridal 

procession of Catherine Middleton 

at her marriage to Prince William.  

It was also sung at the wedding of 

Prince Charles and Diana in 1981. 

 

   In 1898 Parry was appointed a 

Knight Bachelor and in the1902 

Coronation honours he was 

created a Baronet of Highnam 

Court. Parry died after catching 

Spanish flu during the pandemic in 

1918. 

    FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
   
  At Rest 
   
  Berenice Claire Davies 
  David Berkeley Wright 
  Bryan Smale 
  Margaret Elaine Morgan 
  Dewar John Neill 
  Gordon Thomas 
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I HIRED A PLUMBER….. 

I  hired a plumber to help me 

restore an old farmhouse. After he 

had just finished a rough first day 

on the job - a flat tyre made him 

lose an hour of work, his electric 

drill broke and his ancient one-ton 

truck refused to start – I offered to 

drive him home.  

 

   While I drove, he sat in stony 

silence. On arriving, he invited me 

in to meet his family. As we 

walked toward the front door, he 

paused briefly at a small tree, 

touching the tips of the branches 

with both hands.  

 

   When opening the door, he 

underwent an amazing 

transformation. His face was 

wreathed in smiles, and he hugged 

his two small children and gave his 

wife a kiss.  

 

   Afterward he walked me to the 

car. We passed the tree, and my 

curiosity got the better of me. I 

asked him about what I had seen 

him do earlier. “Oh, that's my 

trouble tree,” he replied. “I know I  

 

can't help having troubles on the 

job, but one thing's for sure, those 

troubles don't belong in the house 

with my wife and the children. So, 

I just hang them up on the tree 

every night when I come home and 

ask God to take care of them. Then 

in the morning I pick them up 

again. Funny thing is,” he smiled, 

“when I come out in the morning 

to pick them up, there aren't nearly 

as many as I remember hanging up 

the night before.” 

 

   Life may not be the party we 

hoped for, but while we are here, 

we might as well dance. We all 

need a Tree! 

 

   Source unknown. 
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T his is a momentous year for 

the United Kingdom. Our much 

loved Queen Elizabeth ll will have 

reigned for 70 years this summer. 

What an extraordinary 

achievement.  

 

   Her life has been one of many 

ups and downs, in spite of her 

position. But whatever she has  

had to cope with she has 

maintained her dignity.  

 

   Her long life has been 

unashamedly underpinned by her 

deep Christian faith, and the older 

she gets, the more openly she talks 

about how it has helped her, 

especially at the most difficult 

times. 

 

   It would be wonderful if readers 

could jot down any memories they 

may have. For instance, do you  

remember the death of George Vl,  

or the Coronation? Have you been  

 

at an event where the Queen or 

other members of the Royal Family 

have been present - a Garden Party 

or a royal visit to South Wales?  

 

   I am sure that the answer to these 

questions, and others that I haven’t 

thought of, will be ‘yes!’ So, please 

write down your memories, search 

out your photographs and let’s 

have a ‘Platinum Page’ in the 

magazine for the next few months! 

 

   Please don’t say you couldn’t 

possibly write anything because 

you can!! It may just be a sentence 

or two - it may be a much longer 

account. Whatever it is, let’s share 

it as a mark of love and respect for 

our exceptional monarch. 

 

   Thank you all in anticipation! 

 

    Biddy 



24 

 

WHAT HAVE WE DONE TO OUR WORLD? 
Nick Fawcett 

The earth, the air, the land and the water are not an inheritance from our forefathers 

but on loan from our children. So we have to hand it over to them at least as it was 

handed over to us. 

Mahatma Gandhi 

We cannot command Nature except by obeying her. 

Francis Bacon 

What is the use of a house if you haven’t got a tolerable planet to put it on? 

Henry David Thoreau 

 

What have we done to our world? 

A world so stunningly beautiful, 

so vibrant, 

so brimming over with life, colour, sights and sounds – 

wonderful beyond words. 

What have we done to our planet? 

A planet that, in the barren reaches of the universe, 

sparkles like a priceless jewel, 

an artist’s palette set against the blackness of space, 

supporting and sustaining such diversity, 

such marvels, 

such loveliness. 

What have we done to our earth? 

This earth shaped over countless epochs, 

bringing to birth oceans and mountains, 

hills and valleys, 

forests and meadows – 

seemingly so solid, 

so permanent, 

yet exposed today as vulnerable, 

threatened as never before. 

And all due, not to mighty forces of nature, 

but to humankind; 

to us who, 

in the context of time, 
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have featured but for a moment, 

yet in that fleeting spell have managed to wreak such havoc – 

ecosystems destroyed, 

species annihilated, 

oceans polluted, 

climate changed. 

We need to change instead – 

to consider our lifestyles, 

assess our priorities, 

and strive for a sustainable future – 

or otherwise, 

when our children, and children’s children, 

ask in years to come concerning their broken planet, 

‘What have you done to our world?’ 

we will not be able to answer, for shame. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Saturday 26 March 2022 

 

Diocesan Lenten Pilgrimage  

 

The Bishop's Officer for Spirituality and Retreats, Rev'd Sam Aldred, will 

lead a pilgrimage to the ancient monastic island of Burry Holms on the 

Gower Peninsula. It will be a chance to walk in the footsteps of the 

hermit St Cenydd, and to pray for growth and spiritual renewal, both 

individually and as a diocese. 

 

Rev’d Sam said: "I hope that 

many will be able to attend from 

all across the diocese as part of 

our Christian journey together.”  

 

More details to follow in due 

course. 
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WHO NOTICED? 

Association for Church Editors’ Forum 

A s well as measuring the current 

popularity of TV's soaps and panel 

games, the annual Christmas Day TV 

ratings produced by BARB, the not-

for-profit, Broadcasters' Audience 

Research Board, is a good reflection of 

the underlying spirit of the nation. 

The viewing figures for last 

Christmas  were no exception. 

  

   The love and respect for HM The 

Queen as the platinum celebrations 

for her devoted service as the head of 

the UK, the Commonwealth and the 

Anglican Church get under way, was 

seen clearly in her return to the 

number one spot with a huge 

majority of over 3 million more 

viewings than the next most popular 

programme, the Strictly Come Dancing 

Christmas Special. 

 

   This was despite the popularity 

of Strictly, a long time national 

favourite programme for the past 17 

years, being boosted even more in the 

last series by the remarkable success 

of Rose Ayling Ellis the first deaf 

contestant who won the 2021 ‘glitter 

ball’. Her success relied on a close 

relationship that developed with her 

dance professional Giovanni Pernice,  

and by counting the beat. Her world  

 

was revealed to viewers during a  

remarkable silent dance sequence 

when the band stopped playing for a 

short time. 

  

   Rose's prize, however, goes way 

beyond the coveted 'glitter ball' 

because her achievement is being 

hailed as a huge step forward in 

breaking down the barriers faced by 

more than 11 million deaf and hard of 

hearing people in the UK. 

 

   About 1 million viewings 

below Strictly was Call the Midwife, 

another 'Christmas special' with a 

social welfare awareness theme. Set in 

the poverty of the docklands area of 

the East End of London in the 1960's, 

it highlighted the love, dedication and 

innovation of a team of midwives 

based in a small health centre run by 

nuns, and who work alongside a GP 

and ministers from local Christian  

churches. It was a world that many 

older people remember well. It was 

one before the internet, mobile 

phones, personal computers and 

virtual technology. In the world 

of Call the Midwife, one of the 'latest' 

developments involved the use of 

leeches! 
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   A couple of viewing ratings 

below 'Call the Midwife' were two  

popular family films, 'Mary Poppins 

Returns' and ‘Superworm'.  

Interestingly both these films have 

similar themes, not so much about 

social welfare among the poor, but 

more about the dangers of being so 

concerned with gaining a supposedly 

better life that happiness at home 

suffers. 

 

   Superworm is a long, strong worm 

with some amazing skills. He 

regularly saved the day for his 

friends who were a variety of 

different garden creatures and 

insects. However, his success in his 

local environment attracts the 

attention of a wizard who uses 

Superworm for his own evil benefit, 

that is, until his friends find a way of 

rescuing him. 

  

   The first Mary Poppins film had a 

similar theme but this time it’s about 

the father of the Banks family 

becoming so engrossed with his work 

in a bank and his desire to become 

wealthy through making money 

work for you, that he neglected his 

family ... until Mary Poppins came to 

the rescue and restored the family 

happiness. In the second Mary 

Poppins film the Banks children are 

grown up but fall on hard times 

because of the 1930's depression. 

Enter Mary Poppins again to restore 

family happiness. 

    Superworm and Mary Poppins are 

about how life can go awry when you 

get distracted by the pressure and 

desires of the world around you from 

the love of your family and friends. 

    

   Given the current state of our 

world, it is reassuring to know that 

half of the top 10 TV hits on 

Christmas Day reflect the Christian 

way of life that Jesus demonstrated 

both by what he said and what he 

did. At the heart of them is the love 

that comes from God and the love 

that is reflected in the caring for our 

family, our friends and neighbours, 

and for the social and medical health 

care of the less fortunate members of 

society. 

Our exhausted vicar, taking a 

nap after playing games with his 

grandchildren! 

    Sian 
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WHO DOESN’T LOVE A CHALLENGE? 
Rev’d Biddy 

L ast August I wrote about Eco 

Church, a project developed by the 

Christian Environmental charity, A 

Rocha. To date every diocese in 

England and Wales is signed up to 

the ’eco’ journey that will help in 

the drive to reach carbon net zero 

by 2030. 

 

   There are many things we are 

already doing to mitigate our 

impact on the environment. Hywel 

and I have been through the 

questionnaire and were delighted 

to discover that both of our 

buildings and their land have 

reached the Bronze standard. To 

that end we have applied for 

certificates that will be displayed in 

church in due course. 

 

   Climate change and biodiversity 

impact all of us, but particularly 

the poorest countries in the world. 

As members of a church that 

claims to worship Creator God, it 

would be hypocrisy to ignore the 

threat and do nothing. We are 

stewards of creation and charged 

with its care [Genesis 1:28]. 

 

    Sadly, ever since Adam, the 

human race has ransacked the 

planet, sometimes in ignorance, 

sometimes through greed. The 

human way of life tends to be 

linear—what we no longer want or 

need gets dumped, although we 

are getting better at recycling and 

repurposing. By contrast, creation 

has a circular system; nothing is 

ever wasted.  

 

   Of course, working towards the 

Silver award will be more 

challenging than the Bronze, but 

there are many suggestions and 

ideas that we can consider. From 

the A Rocha web site I plan to 

make a note of anything that might 

be appropriate for this parish and 

then call a meeting, for those who 

are interested, to discuss one or 

two ideas that might be both 

achievable and appropriate. 

  

   As well as working as a 

community to reduce our carbon 

footprint in and around our 

buildings, our individual choices 

are important. Every day we make 
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 THE CENTRE OF MY UNIVERSE 

 

 But I do not live here alone. 

 Each move I make creates a ripple in someone else’s ocean 

 Each breath I take affects the air all around me 

 Each word I utter falls on someone else’s ears 

 That which I touch is felt by another 

 That which I do will certainly affect another 

 That which I do not will also affect another 

 We never know how far reaching something we say or do  

  really is until it returns to us 

 And it always does. 

 ALL THINGS IN LIFE FORM A CIRCLE 

 Whether we see the circle or not. 

 Author unknown 

From the A Rocha prayer diary  

                                                                                                                                 

Lord, we give you thanks for another year. At the start of the year, grant us all 

the grace to grow deeper in our respect for and care for your wonderful creation. 

Help us to recognise the sacredness of all of your creatures as signs of your 

wondrous love. Help us to see opportunities to speak out and act to protect and 

restore your beautiful earth. Inspire us to use creation’s riches with wisdom.  

Amen!  

many choices and we are being 

encouraged to consider the impact 

those choices may have. 

 

   This scheme may reach out into 

the wider community as we search 

out particular skills to both lead 

projects, provide guidance or 

supply manpower and could also 

offer fellowship, friendship and 

purpose to those who are in any 

way isolated. The opportunities are 

endless. But Hywel and I can’t do 

it alone! Will you join in? 

 

 With every blessing, Biddy 
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• All aspects of Home and Grounds Maintenance 

• Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 

• Painting and Decorating Service 

• All projects Fully Managed 

• Free Estimates and all Work Fully Insured 

 

 Mike Timbrell 07813 055357   

 down2earthltd@icloud.com 

DOWN 2 EARTH 

PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LTD 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 



31 

 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

Contact Andrew, Dafydd, 

Rachel or Lauren 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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West Cross 
Dental Practice 

 

 
 
 

54c Mulberry Avenue 
West Cross 
Swansea 
SA3 5HA 
Telephone:  404405  

Andrew Llewellyn BDC 
NHS, Private & Denplan 

MUSIC TUITION 
 

Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute 
& Theory of Music 

 
 

Nick Kiley 
BA (Hons) PGDip (RNCM) PGCE 
 
 
 

Telephone:  
07929 009772 

 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

To enquire about advertising costs please contact the Editor 

Details on page 4 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

H 
 

HERITAGE 
 

CARPET & FLOORING LTD 
 

Specialists in carpet, wood, 
laminate & vinyl 

 

 
422 Gower Road, Killay,  

Swansea, SA2 7AJ 
 

Tel/Fax: 01792 202 021 
 

www.heritagecarpetandflooring.com 
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Rebekah Robertson 
 

54 Newton Road 
Mumbles, SA3 4BQ 
 
Tel: 01792 732177 
  

GLYNDERI COTTAGE                                                                                                           
 

01874 636878 
                                                                  

SENNYBRIDGE                                                             

BRECON                                                              

POWYS  

LD3 8TS 

             

Walk - Explore - Relax  
 

www.glyndericottage.co.uk 

HEADS TOGETHER 
 

Unisex Hair & Fashion Care 
Perming/Tinting/Colouring 

And Creative Designs 
 

NEW! 
O.P.I Gel Nails 

 
134 West Cross Lane, 
West Cross, Swansea 
(01792) 401471 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

DON PIPER 
 

Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 
 

Established 1962 
 

 

Customer Care  
our speciality 

 

14 Queen’s Road 
Mumbles 
Tel: 366576 

 

Open Tuesday to Friday 11.00am  - 3.30pm 

Saturday 10am - 12noon 

http://www.glyndericottage.co.uk
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