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a parish with a desire for church                         

growth, mission and evangelism  

At the Walkers’ and Talkers’ Christmas Lunch 
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THE PARISH OF LLWYNDERW 
Holy Cross Church & Clyne Chapel, Swansea,  

in the Mumbles Ministry Area 

CLERGY 
The Reverend Hywel D Griffiths 

(Vicar) 
23, Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, Swansea, SA3 5DE 

Telephone: 01792 403957              Email: rev.hywel@outlook.com 

The Venerable Jonathan B Davies B.Th 
(Archdeacon of Gower) 

The Vicarage, Fairwood Road, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5JP 
Telephone & Fax: 01792 512747                 Email: ven.jbd@sky.com 

The Reverend Biddy M S Wigley 
(Assistant Curate) 

5, Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 
Telephone: 01792 405404                Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH 

Sunday 8.00am 

9.30am 

11.00am 

 Holy Eucharist 

Holy Eucharist 

Holy Eucharist 

Clyne Chapel 

Holy Cross 

Clyne Chapel 

Wednesday 10.30am  Holy Eucharist Clyne Chapel 

 

Thursday 10.00am  Holy Eucharist Holy Cross 

 

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,  
of the names of those who are sick. 

The Chapel of St Faith is open daily for Foodbank drop-offs only. 

Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with  
 The Reverend Hywel Griffiths 

 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion  
of the sick or infirm at any time.  

 

The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing. 

WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS 

Wednesdays 9.45am Spinning Tots with Miss Lizzie 
A fun introduction to dance, movement & ballet for 
children aged 18 months to 4 years. 

Fridays  9.30am - 12   Community Art Class  
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READER 

Dr Felicity Padley 32 Fernhill Close,  Blackpill                                                                                                
Email: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 

LAY WORSHIP TEAM 
Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Felicity Padley, Esther Searle 

PAROCHIAL OFFICERS 

Parish Wardens 
Vicar’s Warden 

 
 

People’s Warden 

 
Mrs Lesley Morris  
65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty, SA2 8EW 
 
Miss Kate Richard 
6 Ffynone Close, Uplands, SA1 6DA 

 
Tel: 514769 

 
 

Tel: 642297 
  

PCC Secretary 
  
 
PCC Treasurer 

Dr Felicity Padley 
32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill, SA3 5BX 
 
Mr Bob Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, SA3 5HW 
Email: bobandbiddywigley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 
 

Tel: 405404 

Parish Organist Mr Leslie Ryan, BA (hons mus), LCCMD, 
AWCCM, CertEd (Wales) 
43 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, SA3 5DB 

Tel: 406062 

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL 
 

can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions 
 

Contact:  The Reverend Hywel Griffiths  
Telephone: 403957 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Mondays at 3.15pm 
Eden Bus, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Sundays at 4.00pm 

Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday 
Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080 

Film Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512 

Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders:  
Hazel Somers: 401705 & Elaine Griffiths: 208269 

Get Crafty Group. Every Friday 
Sian Griffiths: 403957 
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Contributions for the FEBRUARY 2022 issue  

to be received no later than 
Thursday 20th January 2022 

 

for publication on Sunday 30th January 2022 
   

Rev’d Biddy Wigley 

5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 
 

Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

IN THIS ISSUE . . . . . . . 

5. Countdown to Christmas 

7. Walkers & Talkers Christmas Lunch 

8. Family News 

9. Jesus 

10. Each Church is Bethlehem/The Lamplighter 

11. Thank You/A Word of Appreciation 

12. Messy Church/What’s On? 

15. If You Look For Me at Christmas 

16. A Year of Food Banking 

18. Famous Christian Choral Music 

20. The Old New Year 

21. Christmas Card 

22. Celebrate Christmas 

23. Reasons for Hope 



5 

 

COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS 
Rev’d Hywel 

W ell, the countdown has 

begun, Advent is here and four 

Sundays to go before Christmas 

Day during which we prepare to 

welcome and then celebrate the 

birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ. But unlike last year, despite 

some Covid restrictions still being 

in place, in the words of the song 

“it’s beginning to look a lot like 

Christmas everywhere you go.” 

Hopefully then we will all have a 

more normal looking Christmas, 

spent with family and friends, 

enjoying with our loved ones the 

joys of a traditional Christmas, and 

the simple things of life. Apart 

from the Sunday and Midweek 

services throughout Advent, we 

have Christmas services on 

Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and 

Boxing Day. A Carol service and a 

Christingle service in the pub, well 

in the undercover outdoor area of 

The Woodman, and as we are 

outside there is no limit to the 

amount of singing we can do. I am 

so looking forward to belting out 

‘Hark! The Herald Angels Sing’ 

and ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’, I  

 

am so excited, I cannot wait. 

 

   But looking back at this past year, 

sadly it has been so hard for so 

many people, with many suffering 

great loss and hardship because of 

Covid, and we hold these in our 

prayers and thoughts. But as the 

year went on, there was hope, and 

that hope came in the form of the 

vaccinations and this was a major 

turning point in the fight against 

Covid, and for this we give thanks 

to God for the scientists who 

worked so hard and tirelessly to 

develop the vaccinations. Now 

with the roll out of the booster for 

each of us, looking ahead to the 

New Year 2022, we have much to 

look forward to, real hope. 

 

   Advent of course is not just about 

preparing to welcome Jesus at his 

birth, but also preparing for his 

coming again, we need to be ready. 

We can read in Hebrews. “So, 

Christ, having been offered once to 

bear the sins of many, will appear a 

second time, not to deal with sin, 

but to save those who are eagerly  
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waiting for him.” So let us be 

prepared to welcome our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ, let us be 

ready with open hearts, for it is in 

Jesus that we have hope, real hope, 

not just for the New Year 2022, but 

for eternity. 

 

   So, as we look forward to 

Christmas and the New Year let us 

do it with real hope and with 

Christ in our hearts and give 

thanks to God for each other, our 

families and friends, for all that is 

good in our lives, and we pray, 

that there will be peace on earth, 

good will to mankind not just at 

Christmas time but always. 

 

   I would like to leave you now 

with these two true comical 

snippets; the first appeared in a 

church bulletin, and the second 

occurred during a performance of a 

nativity. 

 

   “For our Christingle service the 

pastor will light his candle from 

the altar candles. The ushers will 

light their candle from the pastor’s 

candle. The ushers will turn and 

light each worshipper in the first 

pew.” 

 

   “The nursery class were putting 

on the nativity play, and the doll 

used at the rehearsal could not be 

found so a substitute was used. At 

the crucial moment in the 

performance the little girl playing 

Mary shouted, ‘stop! This is the 

wrong baby!’” 

 

   Both Sian and I would like to 

wish you and your families a 

happy and blessed Christmas and 

a peaceful and healthy New Year. 

 

 

 

 God bless, 

 

   With much love, 

 

     Your friend in Christ, 

 

           Hywel 
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T he Walkers’ and Talkers’ 

lunch was held in the Langland 

Bay Golf Club on Wednesday 24th 

November.  Twenty eight members 

of the Parish met for the event, 

including several new participants, 

and we understand more men than 

ever before!   

 

   After a leisurely chat over the 

initial drinks, we all assembled in 

the dining room and Hywel 

opened proceedings with a lovely 

grace.  The proceedings were 

enlivened by a rather demanding 

quiz that Lyn had devised, which 

kept people puzzling throughout 

the main course.  The answers 

(correct and otherwise) provided  

 

appropriate entertainment.   

 

   There was much chatter and 

laughter, and we were all very 

grateful to be able join together for 

a wonderful social event, just 2 

years and 4 days after the previous 

lunch. 

 

   I know everyone who was there 

would like to thank Lyn and  

Walter for organising the event, in 

such an attractive place. The food 

was excellent and we all enjoyed  

the outstanding views across the 

Bristol Channel and round the Golf 

Course.   

 

Felicity Padley 

WALKERS’ & TALKERS’ CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
Felicity Padley 
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A  tribute to Berenice Davies. 

 

   It was with shock and sadness 

that we heard of the death of 

Berenice, on Sunday the 14th of 

November. Berenice and her late 

husband Terry were faithful 

members of the midweek service at 

Clyne Chapel prior to Covid and 

the lockdowns and I have been 

told used to attend the eight 

o’clock service prior to that. Terry 

sadly died last year, they had been 

happily married for sixty five 

years. Berenice and Terry had been 

living in Clyne Crescent since the 

early eighties and were very much 

part of the parish. 

 

   Berenice grew up in Elphin Road, 

Townhill, Swansea and went to 

Swansea Girls Grammar School; 

she was an excellent pianist and 

also a county hockey and netball 

player. 

 

   Berenice loved to socialise and 

went every week for coffee with 

the ladies from the tax office. She 

was also a member of the Gower  

 

Walking Society and did several 

walks for breast cancer and other 

charities. Berenice also attended 

the weekly keep fit classes at the 

Ostreme Hall with Elaine the keep 

fit instructor. 

 

   If I am honest Berenice would 

put me to shame, for a lady who 

had recently celebrated her 

ninetieth birthday, Berenice would 

out walk me easily, she was so fit. I 

would often see her out and about 

walking up and down Fairwood 

Road, or walking through Clyne 

Gardens, we would always stop 

and have a chat, often over a cuppa 

from the caravan in Clyne 

Gardens. I will certainly miss her. 

 

   Our thoughts and prayers are 

with Berenice’s daughter Alison, 

son in-law Wyn, and grandsons 

Iwan, Dafydd and Rhydian. 

 

Much love, Hywel 

FAMILY NEWS 
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   Fr. John Workman who died last 

month will be remembered by 

some of our parishioners as for 

some years following his 

retirement he used to officiate 

quite regularly at both our 

churches. Subsequently he found 

that he was needed at St Peter’s, 

Newton and there he and his wife, 

Isa, who pre-deceased him, 

continued to worship for many 

years.  

 

   He was a diligent and greatly 

loved priest and friend with 

pastoral gifts which he shared to 

the full in all the situations in 

which he worked – as minor canon 

at the cathedral, vicar of St Luke’s, 

Cwmbwrla and chaplain to our 

local hospitals. Latterly, crippled 

with arthritis, he faced his pain 

and suffering with great courage 

and fortitude. Many will be 

grateful to him for his faithful 

ministry. May he rest in peace. 

 

Canon Arthur 

 

 

   Robin Kirby  is now at home and 

making good progress, having 

been in Morriston with severe 

Covid symptoms. He and Carolyn 

are deeply appreciative of the 

kindness shown to them during 

Robin’s illness and most 

particularly for the prayers offered 

for his recovery. 

 

Felicity Padley 

 

JESUS 

Infinite, and an infant.  

Eternal, and yet born of a woman.  

Almighty, and yet hanging on a woman's breast.  

Supporting a universe, and yet needing to be carried in a mother's arms.  

King of angels, and yet the reputed son of Joseph.  

Heir of all things, and yet the carpenter's despised son. 

Charles Spurgeon 
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EACH CHURCH IS BETHLEHEM 

I  open the stable door, 

I kneel before the infant. 

I worship with the shepherds, 

I adore the Christ child. 

I ponder the Word made flesh, 

I absorb the love of God. 

I sing Glory with the angels, 

I offer my gifts with the Magi. 

I have come from lands afar, 

I receive the living Lord. 

I hold him in my hands. 

I go on my way rejoicing, 

Glorifying and praising God. 

David Adam. 

THE LAMPLIGHTER 

 
We are currently stocking a wide range of Christmas Cards          

and Advent devotional reading books. 

 

Details of the opening times are on page 31. 
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A WORD OF APPRECIATION 

O n  Monday, when I took the 

parish contributions to the 

Foodbank, I saw a man called Ian. 

When I said I was from 

Llwynderw he said “We always 

have such good donations from 

Llwynderw.”  Ian also said that  

 

 

they were all very grateful for the 

financial donations and that he 

would personally like to say 

thank you to those who give so 

generously.   

 

Carys Davies 

 

   Richard and I would like to say thank you to everyone in the 

Parish for the tremendous support and affection we have received 

following Mum’s passing. We have been so uplifted by people’s 

fond reminiscences of the spirited, astute, funny, kind, generous and 

unfailingly positive lady I was so proud to call my Mum.  

 

   She would have been so delighted to see so many friends, of all 

ages, gathered outside Sunningdale Avenue and Holy Cross to bid 

her a fond farewell from both her beloved family home and her 

spiritual home. I suspect she would be even more pleased to see the 

sincere and practical support extended to Richard and myself 

during this difficult time and for that help, together with all your 

kind words, flowers and cards, we thank you so very much. 

 

       Kathryn Durran 
        

       (Daughter of Betty Williams) 

THANK YOU 
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I n order to give our Messy 

Church children a tangible 

reminder that they have not been 

forgotten, Felicity Barrow will be 

arranging for each child to be 

given, on behalf of the Parish,  a 

‘Real Advent Calendar’, which will 

also help them to ‘count down’ the 

days towards  Christmas! 

 

   The cost will be in the region of 

£250, and ordinarily I would be 

asking for contributions. However, 

because of your very generous 

response to our Messy Church 

Easter Egg appeal earlier in the  

year, we have more than enough  

 

money in hand to cover the costs!  

 

   Thank you again for your historic 

generosity, and in particular, many 

thanks to Felicity for making the 

arrangements -  I hope that we will 

be able to include a photograph or 

two in the next magazine! 

 

   Best wishes for a happy, healthy  

and blessed Christmas, and let us 

all hope that the New Year will 

bring a much needed return to a 

‘Covid free normality’!  

 

Bob 

  

WHAT’S ON? 

FILM CLUB  
9 December 

Last Christmas (Emma Thompson, Emilia Clarke, Michelle Yeoh) 

MOTHERS’ UNION 
Tuesday 1 February 2022 

 

The AGM of the Mothers’ Union   

MESSY CHURCH 
Bob Wigley, Parish Treasurer 
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  If you look for me at Christmas, 

you won’t need a special star; 

I’m no longer just in Bethlehem, 

I’m right there where you are. 

 

You may not be aware of Me 

amid the celebrations. 

You’ll have to look beyond the stores 

and all the decorations. 

 

But if you take a moment 

from your list of things to do, 

and listen to your heart, you’ll find 

I’m waiting there for you. 

 

You’re the one I want to be with, 

you’re the reason that I came, 

and you’ll find Me in the stillness, 

as I’m whispering your name. 

 

Love, Jesus. 

IF YOU LOOK FOR ME AT CHRISTMAS 
Author unknown 
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A YEAR OF FOOD BANKING 
Felicity Padley 

U nbelievably, it is now nearly 

8 years since we started our 

regular contributions to the Food 

Bank, in Mumbles and the 

collections continue to be 

absolutely fabulous in both 

churches.  Indeed, this last year, 

during lockdown, we have had 

some weeks when the people 

delivering to the Red Café have 

not been able to get everything in 

the car, and have had to go back to 

Holy Cross for a second load.  That 

has happened despite the fact that 

I know many of you are now 

making regular financial 

contributions, rather than 

providing individual gifts.  Thank 

you so much to everyone for this 

huge generosity.    

 

   We all appreciated the help and 

support we were getting from 

Wendy and Joff, before they 

retired to Carmarthen earlier in the 

year, but we have been really 

blessed, as Angela and John are 

keeping up the Blackpill Post 

Office tradition, and regularly 

providing a range of things from  

 

the shop. Thank you both.  

 

   We know as well that since the 

collection point at Holy Cross has 

been in St Faith’s, Mayals School 

parents have also been boosting 

our supplies. Our thanks to them 

too, for their generosity, and our 

special thanks to all those who 

have taken responsibility for the 

deliveries, week on week, 

throughout the year. Without their 

efforts the system would not have 

worked at all. They are:- Lyn and 

Walter Jones, Carole Taylor, Joan 

and David Evans, Kathleen Boyce, 

Dave and Joyce Owen, Bob and 

Biddy Wigley,  Carys and Alan 

Davies, who have all been doing it 

since we started 8 years ago.  Since 

then we have been joined by 

Wendy and Roger Gadd, Jonathan 

Guy and Jo Winslade, Andrea and 

Bill Bassett and Dirk and Francesca 

de Neve. Margaret and Arthur, 

Sian and Hywel also help by filling 

any gaps we have during the year.   

Thank you everyone.  

 

   The Food Bank volunteers 
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especially appreciate our efforts to 

adjust what we give, so that they 

have food or toiletries that are 

appropriate for the time of year, or 

which they have in short supply. 

Just as we provide chocolate eggs 

etc at Easter, and fruit juices and 

tinned fruit in the summer, there 

are now things that are especially 

valued at Christmas time - mince 

pies, Christmas puddings, 

selection boxes, and any Christmas 

treats. 

 

   I have looked regularly at the 

heaps we have in the boxes. At a 

conservative estimate, I think we 

take well over £50 worth of gifts 

each week, suggesting that our 

total gift for the year is well in 

excess of £2,500.  Please, please 

keep it up. Remember that during 

lockdown more people than ever 

have become in need of support, 

and all the food we provide is 

going to local people in need and 

some of them are certainly living 

in our Parish. Please also 

remember suitable gifts should 

have a good “best before” date, 

and it is also important that 

everything is sealed in its original 

wrapping. If it is easier for you, 

cash, cheques or a direct debit are 

also useful for the Food Bank, 

because the volunteers can then 

get anything they are short of in an 

emergency. 

 

   Items from the list below, have 

not changed so please do bring 

them and leave them in one of the 

boxes at the back of Clyne Chapel, 

or in St Faith’s at Holy Cross, 

which is open from 10.00am to 

5.00pm every day of the week. If 

anyone else feels able to help with 

deliveries, they are made on 

Monday mornings between 

10.00am and 12.00 noon. Just let 

me know!! 

 

   These are the items that can be 

offered:-  

Milk (UHT or powdered) 

Sugar (500g) 

Fruit Juice (carton) 

Soup/Pasta sauces 

Sponge pudding (tinned) 

Tomatoes (tinned) 

Cereals 

Rice pudding (tinned) 

Tea bags/Instant coffee 

Instant mashed potato 

Rice/Pasta 

Tinned meat/fish 

Tinned vegetables/fruit 

Jam/Biscuits/Snack bars 

 

Many thanks, Felicity P 
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FAMOUS CHRISTIAN CHORAL MUSIC 
Les Ryan 

J ohn Rutter’s (b.1945) huge 

reputation as a composer is largely 

built on his wonderful carols, 

usually for choir with organ or 

orchestra. He is also a talented 

poet, often composing all the 

words for his carols. The piece that 

brought him into international 

prominence was ‘The Shepherd’s 

Pipe Carol’ written when he was 

just 18 and in his first year at Clare 

College, Cambridge. Oxford 

University Press signed him up 

almost immediately! 

 

   Between 1975 - 1979 Rutter was 

Director of Music at Clare where 

its choir gained a world-wide 

reputation for its excellence.  Then 

in 1981 Rutter formed his own 

choir, The Cambridge Singers, and 

created his own record label in 

1983, Collegium Records. He and 

his choir gained enormous success 

with over 50 acclaimed recordings. 

In 1996, Rutter was awarded a 

Lambeth Doctorate of Music (an  

 

honorary degree) conferred by the 

Archbishop of Canterbury for a 

distinguished contribution to 

church music. In 2007 he was 

appointed a CBE for services to 

music. 

 

   Sadly, for seven years from 1985 

Rutter suffered from a chronic 

form of ME which forced him to 

dramatically curtail his 

composing. He said he was unable 

to guarantee that he could 

complete any new work or 

commission. 

 

   Today his music is performed all 

over the world including some 

longer choral works such as a 

Requiem Mass, a setting of the 

Magnificat and the Gloria, and a 

Mass for Children – written after the 

unexpected death of his son 

Christopher who was at the time 

an undergraduate at Clare College 

– where Rutter himself studied. 

 

Carols by John Rutter 
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   His shorter works include  – The 

Lord bless you and keep you, For the 

beauty of the earth, All things bright 

and beautiful, A Gaelic blessing,  and 

his most popular carols include  

The Shepherd’s Pipe Carol, 

Candlelight Carol,  Star Carol,  

Angels’ Carol,  Nativity Carol,  Jesus 

Child,  and Donkey Carol 

For the Queen’s Golden Jubilee in 

2002 he wrote a choral setting of 

Psalm 150 which was performed 

for Her Majesty at St Paul’s 

Cathedral and in 2011 Rutter wrote 

an anthem for the wedding of 

Prince William and Catherine This 

is the Day which was sung at the 

Westminster Abbey wedding 

service. 

 

   Rutter’s style is straightforward, 

melodic, easy to listen to and 

(importantly for choirs) 

memorable. Some detect influences 

from American songs and from 

English light music. Sir David 

Willcocks, director of music at 

Kings College Cambridge and then 

Principal of the Royal College of 

Music in London considered that 

Rutter is ‘the most gifted composer 

of his generation’. ¹ 
 
¹John Rutter, a life. Pub. Classic FM 2014  
 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 

  At Rest 

 

  Vera Elizabeth Williams 

  Matthew Bona 
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W e take so many facets of 

our daily lives for granted that 

often we never even stop to 

consider where they began. So 

what is the background to our 

New Year festivities? 

 

  Four thousand years ago, 

different cultures celebrated their 

new year at various times of the 

solar year. In about 2000BC, the 

new year for the Ancient 

Babylonians began at the first New 

Moon following the spring 

equinox (on or near 21 March). 

Some other cultures, including the 

Egyptians, favoured the New 

Moon following the autumn 

equinox (on or near 23 September). 

 

   Our annual calendar of twelve 

months was devised by the 

Romans, but it didn’t begin in 

January in the way it does now. 

Instead, the year began on 1 

March, and the names for the 

months from September to 

December referred to their 

numerical positions within the 

year: September was the seventh  

 

month, October the eighth, 

November the ninth and 

December the tenth. All this 

changed in 153BC, when it was 

officially announced that the New 

Year would now begin on 1 

January (the month named for 

Janus, the two-faced god who 

simultaneously looked towards 

the future and back to the past). 

The festival to celebrate the New 

Year was called Kalendae. 

 

   The Romans enjoyed plenty of 

feasting and frolicking during 

Saturnalia, the midwinter festival 

dedicated to their god Saturn 

which ran, at its peak, from 17-23 

December. They now had three 

more days of celebration at 

Kalendae, which was devoted to 

the Sabine goddess Strenia. During 

Kalendae, Romans exchanged 

small gifts known as strenae, which 

frequently consisted of foods such 

as honey and pastries. They gave 

one another coins too, which often 

bore an image of Janus on one side 

and a ship on the other. They also 

decked their homes with sprays of 

THE OLD NEW YEAR 
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greenery, including laurel leaves, 

because the laurel bush was 

associated with the goddess 

Strenia. 

 

   Both Saturnalia and Kalendae 

disappeared when the Roman 

Empire converted to Christianity in 

the fourth century, but for 

centuries afterwards people 

continued the custom of 

exchanging gifts at the turn of the 

year in January. This was true in 

Britain too, whether the gifts were 

lavish or frugal, and this state of 

affairs continued until the mid-

nineteenth century when 

Christmas gradually became the 

customary time for gift-giving. 

 

   When Christianity first became 

established in Europe, many 

Christians preferred to spend the 

New Year period in contemplation 

and fasting, rather than copying 

the Romans in having a rollicking 

good time. However, this self-

restraint gradually gave way until 

the New Year was once again a 

good opportunity to have as much 

fun as possible. 

 

   Despite Julius Caesar confirming 

in 45 AD that the New Year began 

on 1 January, it didn’t stay that 

way in Britain. Although in post-

Roman times Britons continued to 

celebrate the beginning of January 

with New Year festivities, legally 

each year now began on 25 March. 

And that state of affairs continued 

until 1600 in Scotland, and until 

1752 in England, Wales, Ireland 

and the British Empire when, once 

again, the legal New Year officially 

switched back to 1 January. 

 

Taken from ‘The Book of Christmas’  

by Jane Struthers 

Bob and Biddy  

would like to wish everyone  

a peaceful and blessed Christmas 

 
This comes to you in lieu of a card,  

the cost of which we will be donating  
to Faith in Families. 
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CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS 
‘I am like an evergreen tree, yielding my fruit to you 

throughout the year’ (Hosea 14:8) 

T he word ‘celebrate’ means to 

rejoice, delight in, revel and 

appreciate. Jack Hayford writes: 

‘There is so much done in the name 

of Christmas that is neither pleasing 

not honouring to Christ. Even so, I 

find myself doing battle with 

religious superstitions which argue 

against almost every observation 

of Christmas - against giving, 

against decorations, trees or just 

plain fun, as though such 

participation defiled something 

holy.  

 

   Such harsh debunking is nothing 

more than “holy humbug.” A 

Christmas tree is a specific 

statement. By means of this tree we 

are saying: We believe in celebration.  

We serve the God who “gives us 

richly all things to enjoy” (1 

Timothy 6:17) and who, through 

history, assigned sacred 

appointments of feasting and 

rejoicing - “great gladness”  

 

(1 Chronicles 29:22).  

 

   Although no one can make a 

“biblical case” for Christmas trees, 

we gather round ours with joy. We 

see in its living branches a symbol 

of everlasting life given us because 

of Jesus’ death on the tree - whose 

naked crossbars X-ed out death 

and ushered in forgiveness and 

eternal hope. The lights gleam a 

testimony of His Light-of-the-

world glory. The ornaments reflect 

the decorative splendour with 

which His kindnesses adorn our 

lives. The star beams hope, with a 

heavenward ray, reminding us that 

from there He shall come again to 

receive us.’  

 

   As you gather around the tree 

this Christmas, don’t forget to 

celebrate the One who said, ‘I am 

the light of the world. Whoever 

follows me will have the light of 

life’ (John 8:12). 

Taken from UCB Word for Today. Free issues are available in the UK & Republic of 
Ireland from United Christian Broadcasters, Westport Road, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 4JF 
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REASONS FOR HOPE 
Rev’d Biddy 

A s I write, Advent Sunday is 

upon us - the start of a new 

Christian year and the journey 

from darkness to the light of Jesus’ 

birth in Bethlehem, and the hope 

that he will come again. 

 

   With all that is going on in the 

world today, hope might be seen to 

be in terminal decline. Besides war,  

terrorism, racial and religious 

discrimination and the political 

shift towards the far right, there is 

the terrible fallout from Covid and 

the stark reality of climate change. 

We are seeing phenomena that 

many deeply respected experts are 

linking to human abuse of creation. 

 

   It can be no surprise that there is 

a huge upswing in mental health 

issues brought on by acute anxiety 

and fear, especially among the 

young who stand to suffer most. 

What we all need is a good dose of 

hope - not wishful thinking, but  

real hope which calls for action.   

 

   There are many people today 

who are fighting for justice and  

 

against prejudice, racism and 

greed. What they do may seem 

insignificant, but when all these 

small acts are put together they 

offer a powerful corrective to a 

world that is severely out of kilter. 

 

   I was in conversation recently 

with a young man, a husband, 

father of three. In his own words 

‘he was imported to the UK at the 

age of three.’ He is a Moslem, but 

he does not define himself by his 

religious beliefs, but rather by his 

membership of the human race - 

his humanity. As a child he 

attended the mosque but was also 

sent to Christ Church Sunday 

School! 

 

   He volunteers with young 

asylum seekers and refugees and 

welcomes anyone of any race, 

colour or creed. Through being 

part of a sports team, the 

youngsters learn about each other, 

come to understand and respect 

one another and pull together to 

achieve their goals, on the sports 

field and in daily life.  
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   This young man is teaching his 

children to understand and respect 

people of other faiths, focusing on 

the beliefs that we all hold in 

common, rather than those which 

seek to divide.  

 

   He has taken his family to all the 

important Christian sites in Israel - 

they have been to the Church of 

the Nativity and the Church of the 

Holy Sepulchre - as well as places 

significant to Moslems. And they 

have seen the Wall that divides the 

communities there.  

 

   These three children will grow 

up to have a real understanding of 

Christian belief in tandem with 

their Moslem beliefs. They will be 

true citizens of the world with a 

good understanding of their 

‘neighbours’ whoever they are. 

 

   That conversation lifted my 

spirits and gave me real hope. I 

suspect that the young man would 

not expect his child-rearing 

methods to have any major impact 

on the situation that the world 

finds itself in today. I suspect his 

father would not consider his 

decision to send his son to a 

Christian Sunday School would 

have a wide impact. The choices 

and decisions we all make every 

day do have an impact, however 

insignificant they may seem.  

 

  Similarly, I am greatly 

encouraged by all the small 

projects across the world as people 

do their bit to heal creation. All 

these small acts, when added 

together, are making a big 

difference and give us hope for a 

better future. 

 

   Without hope, life loses its 

meaning. Hope is not just wishful 

thinking but confident expectation 

that God will do what he 

promised. Habakkuk cried out to 

God about what he saw as the 

dying world, but hope returned 

when he realized that God, in the 

words of the hymn, ‘is working his 

purpose out.’ And ‘the earth will 

be filled with the glory of 

God’ (Habakkuk 2:14). 

 

   The great promise of the Bible is 

not just that God will restore his 

people, but that he will restore 

creation. There will be a new 

heaven and a new earth. 

 

   I wish you every blessing this 

Christmas, Biddy.  
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