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THE PARISH OF LLWYNDERW 
Holy Cross Church & Clyne Chapel, Swansea,  

in the Mumbles Ministry Area 

CLERGY 
The Reverend Hywel D Griffiths 

(Vicar) 
23, Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, Swansea, SA3 5DE 

Telephone: 01792 403957              Email: rev.hywel@outlook.com 

The Venerable Jonathan B Davies B.Th 
(Archdeacon of Gower) 

The Vicarage, Fairwood Road, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5JP 
Telephone & Fax: 01792 512747                 Email: ven.jbd@sky.com 

The Reverend Biddy M S Wigley 
(Assistant Curate) 

5, Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 
Telephone: 01792 405404                Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH 

Sunday 8.00am 
10.00am 
11.00am 

 Holy Eucharist 
Holy Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
 

Clyne Chapel 
Holy Cross 
Clyne Chapel 

Wednesday 10.30am  Holy Eucharist Clyne Chapel 

 

Thursday 10.00am  Holy Eucharist Holy Cross 

 

Please ‘phone or email the vicar to reserve a place at these services 

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,  
of the names of those who are sick. 

The Chapel of St Faith is open daily for Foodbank drop-offs only. 

Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with  
 The Reverend Hywel Griffiths 

 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion  
of the sick or infirm at any time.  

 

The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing. 

WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS 

Fridays  9.30am - 12noon   Community Art Class  

Sundays  2.00pm - 4.30pm Ariosa Singers & Mumbles Voices  
Rehearse with Les & Penny Ryan 
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READER 

Dr Felicity Padley 32 Fernhill Close,  Blackpill                                                                                                
E: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 

LAY WORSHIP TEAM 
Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Felicity Padley, Esther Searle 

PAROCHIAL OFFICERS 

Parish Wardens 
Vicar’s Warden 

 
 

People’s Warden 

 
Mrs Lesley Morris  
65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty, SA2 8EW 
 
Miss Kate Richard 
6 Ffynone Close, Uplands, SA1 6DA 

 
Tel: 514769 

 
 

Tel: 642297 
  

PCC Secretary 
  
 
PCC Treasurer 

Dr Felicity Padley 
32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill, SA3 5BX 
 
Mr Bob Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, SA3 5HW 
Email: bobandbiddywigley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 
 

Tel: 405404 

Parish Organist Mr Leslie Ryan, BA (hons mus), 
LCCMD, AWCCM, CertEd (Wales) 
43 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, SA3 5DB 

Tel: 406062 

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL 
 

can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions 
 

Contact:  The Reverend Hywel Griffiths  
Telephone: 403957 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Mondays at 3.15pm 
Eden Bus, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Sundays at 4.00pm 

Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday 
Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080 

Film Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512 

Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders:  
Hazel Somers: 401705 & Elaine Griffiths: 208269 

Get Crafty Group 
Sian Griffiths: 403957 
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Contributions for the SEPTEMBER 2021 issue  
to be received no later than 
Thursday 26th August 2021 

 

for publication on Sunday 5th September 2021 
   

Rev’d Biddy Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 

 

Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

IN THIS ISSUE . . . . . . . 

5. Put Your Hand Into the Hand of God 

7. Family News 

9. A Tribute to Thelma Bobe 

11. A Tribute to Rhona Cole 

12. Helps to Worship at Home 

14. The Road to Climate Justice 

17. Famous Christian Choral Music 

19. The Pebble 

20. Money Again…...And Again! 

22. ECO Church 
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PUT YOUR HAND INTO THE HAND OF GOD 

Revd Hywel 

W e have all had important 

dates in our diaries this year, dates 

that are personally important to us 

as individual people, birthdays, 

anniversaries, special occasions, 

appointments, but for us all as a 

country, perhaps the most 

important date this year is August 

the 7th.  

 

   On August the 7th Wales will find 

out if the restrictions we have been 

living under, many of which have 

been in place since March of last 

year and were put in place to keep 

us well and safe from the Covid 

pandemic, will be lifted giving us 

freedom and perhaps, dare I say it, 

a return to a more normal way of 

life. On the day that restrictions 

were lifted in England, that day 

was called Freedom Day. I wonder 

if the Welsh will come up with a 

name for the day of August the 7th, 

we will wait to see.  

 

   During this time of Covid so 

much has changed for us all, how 

we now live our lives, things we 

once thought were important no  

 

longer are, our priorities. Sadly,  

many have lost family and friends, 

and so many have lost their jobs.  

 

   We have learnt things too; such 

as how to use technology to reach 

out and keep in touch with each 

other. For some the change in their 

lives has been immense. Change is 

part of the human world, some 

thrive on it, and others struggle 

with it.  

 

   In chapter 13, verse 8 from the 

letter to the Hebrews in the New 

Testament; we are reminded that, 

though change is all around, some 

things remain the same: “Jesus 

Christ is the same, yesterday and 

today and forever.”  

 

   In the midst of the turmoil of this 

life, it means that we can trust 

always in the love of God, revealed 

in his Son, who came to show us 

that some things remain strong 

whatever we face. Love for one 

another and the worth and value of 

each human being. When our 

foundations are shaken, God is  
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able to be a rock for those who 

trust, and will hold us firm as we 

face the storms of life.  

 

   “And I said to the man who 

stood at the gate of the year: ‘Give 

me a light that I may tread safely 

into the unknown.’ And he replied: 

‘Go out into the darkness and put 

your hand into the hand of God. 

That shall be to you better than 

light and safer than a known way.” 

All we have to do is let go and put 

our hand in the hand of Jesus who 

will lead us through the changes 

we face and never let us go. Jesus is 

totally committed to us. 

 

   Talking about being committed I 

would like to leave you with this 

little story. “One day a hen and a 

pig were walking along the road 

together, enjoying the sunny 

morning and having a friendly 

conversation. As they turned a 

corner they notice a big poster by 

the roadside. It was an 

advertisement for the “Great 

British Breakfast,” and it featured 

such goodies as fried potatoes, 

tomatoes, mushrooms, and, first 

and foremost, two fried eggs, a 

couple of sausages, and a few 

rashers of sizzling crisp bacon.   

 

   “Ah,” sighed the hen, “just take a 

look at that. What a picture! 

Doesn’t it make you feel proud, to 

be chosen to participate in such a 

wonderful institution as the “Great 

British Breakfast?” “Hmm,” 

replied the pig. “It may be 

‘participation’ for you, but for me it 

is total commitment.” Participation 

is free. Commitment will cost 

you!” 

 

   God bless, with much love, your 

friend in Christ, Hywel. 

FILM CLUB 
 

At last, Film Club has started up again!   

On Thursday 19th August Dave and Joyce will be showing 

 ‘Just Like Heaven’ 
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C ongratulation to Canon 

Arthur on the 65th anniversary of 

his deaconing. The pictures below 

and on the cover were taken 

following the Eucharist at Holy 

Cross on 25th July, at which he had 

presided. 

   

    

   Congratulations to Hazel Somers 

who will celebrate her 80th 

birthday on 18th August. Thank 

you Carole for the beautiful 

photograph of Hazel enjoying the 

sunshine! 

 

    

   The parish is grateful to Maryon 

Halliwell and her husband for the 

work they have done, entirely of 

their own volition, in the grounds 

of Holy Cross Church. A great 

improvement - thank you both. 

FAMILY NEWS 

Rev’d Biddy 
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   Congratulations to Sian 

Griffiths  who celebrated her 

60th birthday on 1st August. 

It was lovely to welcome Rhian, 

Huw, Mabli and Heti. Thank you 

to Rhian for Reading and for 

leading the Intercessions. 

 

   Following the service we enjoyed 

bubbles and cake outside. This 

seems to have been a frequent 

activity in recent months! There is 

much to celebrate despite the 

pandemic!    

 

    

 

 

 

 

   The photographs show Sian and  

Hywel - after she had received a 

bouquet of flowers from the parish 

plus an impromptu rendering of 

happy birthday (from behind our 

masks) - and Rhian and the girls 

with Sian as she cut her cake.  
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A TRIBUTE TO THELMA BOBE 

7th August 1925 - 2nd July 2021 

I  have fond memories of 

Thelma. She had a saying for every 

occasion and was always ready 

with a story or an amusing 

anecdote.  

 

   A friend of Sharon's told me 

“Thelma was such a tonic with her  

sayings and remembers her saying 

Mumbles is 2 overcoats colder than  

anywhere else."  

 

   Thelma was a fine representative 

of the ‘greatest generation’ having 

served as a Wren in the Second 

World War. She was always 

dignified and cheerful as well as 

being alert and smartly turned out. 

She was a woman of faith who 

must have known worries, both 

past and present, but she bore 

them with equanimity. Thelma had 

a twinkle in her eye which 

perfectly indicated her wry sense 

of humour. We shall miss her  

regular and bright presence in 

Holy Cross. 

 

    Thelma’s inspiration: Following a 

special Harvest collection for the 

Foodbank in the Autumn of 2013, and 

over the post service coffee in Holy 

Cross, Thelma observed that we should 

not be making occasional collections, 

because people who relied on the 

Foodbank needed the support 

regularly. As a result we have made 

weekly contributions, since the 

beginning of 2014.  It was Thelma’s 

brief comment which had such a 

profound, long-term effect on all the 

members of our Parish and the 

donations they give.     

   I will always remember dear 

Thelma as a very kind and caring 

lady, with a very quick wit and a 

great sense of humour.  

    “Though she be but little she is 

fierce.” Fiercely friendly, funny and 

faithful! I raised a glass of Proseccto 

(sic) to her after her funeral. I will 

really miss her dry humour, her ability 

to laugh at herself and her enormous 

wisdom. God Bless you lovely lady.  

I am grateful to Pauline Cuddy and Carole Taylor for gathering memories of 

Thelma from a number of parishioners. Several wished to remain anonymous. 
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   Thelma was a faithful and 

popular member of Holy Cross 

Church, who enjoyed socialising 

with her many friends there. She 

enjoyed attending the Film club, 

was a good storyteller, and had the 

most amazing memory. I will 

always remember Thelma ‘s 

wicked sense of humour.  She was 

one in a million and will be sorely 

missed. RIP dear friend x  

 

   Thelma was a Mumbles lady, 

baptised and married in All Saints. 

She later moved to West Cross and 

joined Holy Cross. She always had a 

ready smile and a joke to share.  

Thelma was a lovely person, smartly 

turned out and very alert, dignified 

and cheerful. A real lady, very 

interesting and interested.  

I feel very privileged to have known 

Thelma. I enjoyed her friendship for 

many years and shared many laughs 

and experiences.  Her very lively and 

astute, but always kind, comments 

showed an interest in everything.  She 

had a wonderful sense of humour and I 

too will miss her. 

      The parish sends love and 

sympathy to Lesley, Sharon and all 

the family at this sad time. Thelma 

will be greatly missed, but the 

happy memories will live on. 

Thelma pictured with Hilary Harris & Jean Evans  
on the 60th anniversary of the  

dedication of Holy Cross Church  
in November 2016. 
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A TRIBUTE TO RHONA COLE 

Rev’d Biddy 

I  suspect that there are many 

parishioners for whom the name 

Rhona Cole may not ring any bells! 

However, as you read this tribute 

you will discover that she played a 

significant role in the parish. It is so 

easy to bowl through life without 

knowing the background to a place 

we treasure and in ignorance of 

those who brought it to being. 

 

   I am grateful to her daughter, 

Lyn Fraser - Lyn and Mark are 

faithful members of the Clyne 

Chapel midweek service -  for 

sharing the eulogy with me and for 

allowing me to edit it for the  

magazine.  

 

   Rhona was adopted, as a baby, 

into a family of 9 boys (only 3 

survived the war) and grew up in 

the Bonymaen area of Swansea. 

She met her future husband at The 

Bonymaen Inn. Bernhard was an 

mechanical engineer in the army. 

They married in August 1948 and 

moved to Pennard where Lyn was 

born.    

 

   Bernhard joined the fire service 

and was based at Southend, 

Mumbles. To avoid having to cycle 

long distances at night, they 

moved into one of the new Council 

houses at Maytree Avenue, West 

Cross. 

 

   Whilst living there, they both 

attended Church Services at Belle 

Vue House and Rhona was an 

active member of the fund-raising 

team for the building of Holy 

Cross Church. 

 

  So thank you Rhona. The parish 

sends love and sympathy to Lyn, 

Mark, Andrew, Karyn and all the 

family at this sad time. 
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HELPS TO WORSHIP AT HOME  

Canon Arthur 

N ow that more of us are able to attend services, although having to face 

some restrictions, we have decided to discontinue our monthly ‘Helps’. 

Meanwhile you may like to use some of the prayers in past issues, especially if 

you are unable to come to church on a particular Sunday. We are happy to 

supplement these acts of worship by printing below the COLLECTS and 

GOSPEL READINGS for each Sunday.  

 

The Tenth Sunday after Trinity (August 8th) 

 

Let your merciful years, O Lord,  

be open to the prayers of your humble servants; 

and that they may obtain their petitions 

make them to ask such things as shall  please you; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord...... 

 

St John 6: 35, 41-51 

 

 

The Feast of Mary, Mother of our Lord (August 15th) 

 

Almighty God, who looked upon the lowliness of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary and chose her to be the mother of your only Son: 

grant that we who are redeemed by his blood 

may share with her in the glory of the eternal kingdom; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord...... 

 

St Luke 1: 46-55 
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The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity (August 22nd) 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than 

we to pray and to give more than we desire or deserve; 

pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy, 

forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid 

and giving us those good things which we are not worthy to ask 

but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord...... 

 

St John 6: 56-59 

 

The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity (August 29th) 

 

Almighty God, who called your Church to bear witness 

that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself: 

help us to proclaim the good news of your love, 

that all who hear it may be drawn to you; 

through him who was lifted up on the cross, 

and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

St Mark 7: 1-8,14, 15, 21-23 

 

 

The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity (September 5th) 

 

Almighty God, whose only Son has opened for us a new and living way 

into your presence: give us pure hearts and steadfast wills to worship 

you in spirit and truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 

alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. 

 

St Mark 7: 24-37     
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THE ROAD TO CLIMATE JUSTICE 

 

Y oung Christians in Wales 

have joined a 1,000-mile relay 

walk from Cornwall to Glasgow to 

campaign for climate justice. 

The relay is organised by the 

Young Christian Climate Network 

(YCCN) and supported by the 

Church in Wales. In April the 

Church declared a climate 

emergency and pledged to achieve 

net zero carbon emissions, ideally 

by the end of the decade. Sam 

Robinson, Llandaff Diocese, 

wrote: “YCCN believes it is time 

to make decisions which protect  

 

people rather than bank balances, 

to decide that no country will go 

into debt tackling climate change. 

It is a decade-defining opportunity 

to make a stand. Our team got 

involved in this Relay because we 

care about climate justice and 

creation care. We want to see 

systematic change on a global and 

a local scale.” 

 

   The relay was launched at Truro 

Cathedral on June 13 during the 

G7 Summit. A service of blessing 

was held for a boat displaying 

messages from 

people around the 

world who are 

affected by the 

impacts of climate 

change. This boat 

will be carried on 

foot, by bike and on 

public transport all 

the way to Glasgow 

where the walk will 

end in November at 

the UN COP26 

climate meeting.  

 
Sam Robinson with a 
group of walkers 
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   The Welsh tributary, which was 

125 miles, started in Swansea on 3 

July, with a prayer breakfast at St 

Thomas’ Church, at which 40 – 50 

people shared their passion for the 

climate crisis including Bishop 

Andy John, Julia Edwards - the 

Church in Wales Climate Change 

Champion - and Ayu Khan, a 

pupil from Crickhowell High 

School. In Newport Bishop Cherry, 

MP’s and other politicians 

addressed the group, local 

churches put on climate-oriented 

worship services and the section 

ended in Bristol on July 12. 

 

   Rachel Mander, the relay co-lead 

for YCCN says the walk is “a 

decade-defining opportunity to 

make a stand.” She says, “We 

stand in solidarity with people and 

places that are being plunged into 

debt and poverty because of 

climate change. More carbon 

emissions mean more disease, 

more food insecurity and more 

poverty. We will be in our 30s 

when the world reaches 1.5 

degrees warming. We will not let 

the UK government host summits 

on our doorstep only to hear more 

talk and no action. We believe it’s 

time to make decisions which 

protect people, not bank balances, 

to decide that no country will go 

Rev Steve Bunting with some of those who attended the breakfast  
at St Thomas’ Church on 3 July. 
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into debt tackling climate change.” 
    

     Archbishop of Canterbury 

Justin Welby has addressed the 

first of a series of online meetings 

between international faith leaders 

in preparation for COP26: 
 

   "The Covid-19 pandemic has 

forced the world to look at how we 

have been living and operating, 

when so much of what was 

considered ‘normal’ was not 

possible. We have been confronted 

by our behaviour: by our sin; our 

greed; our human fragility; our 

exploitation of the environment 

and encroachment on the natural 

world. For many this uncertainty 

is new. But many more around the 

world have been living with 

uncertainty for decades as the  

grim, real and present 

consequence of climate change.  

 

   “To think it is a problem of the 

future rather than a scourge of the 

present is the blind perspective of 

the privileged. We look around 

and see that Mozambique has been 

hit again by tropical storms. In 

Nigeria, desertification has 

contributed indirectly to conflict 

between people competing for 

dwindling resources. Floods and 

cyclones have devastated crops in 

Melanesia, risking poverty and 

food insecurity. 

 

   "But the pandemic has also 

revealed our capacity for change; 

the opportunities for repentance; 

the potential for hope amidst 

suffering.  We have learnt much 

about our interconnectedness, and 

our need for one another. It has 

been a revelation to many of us: 

we cannot go on as we have been." 
 

Information taken from: 

 
On the road to climate justice - The 
Church in Wales  

 
Young Christians walk to Glasgow for 
climate justice - Swansea & Brecon 
Diocese (churchinwales.org.uk) 
 
Archbishop of Canterbury addresses 
international faith leaders ahead of COP26 
climate change conference | The 
Archbishop of Canterbury 

Because if we destroy Creation, Creation will destroy us! Never forget this!   
 

Pope Francis 

https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/news-and-events/road-climate-justice/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/news-and-events/road-climate-justice/
https://swanseaandbrecon.churchinwales.org.uk/en/news/young-christians-walk-glasgow-climate-justice/
https://swanseaandbrecon.churchinwales.org.uk/en/news/young-christians-walk-glasgow-climate-justice/
https://swanseaandbrecon.churchinwales.org.uk/en/news/young-christians-walk-glasgow-climate-justice/
https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/speaking-writing/speeches/archbishop-canterbury-addresses-international-faith-leaders-ahead-cop26
https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/speaking-writing/speeches/archbishop-canterbury-addresses-international-faith-leaders-ahead-cop26
https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/speaking-writing/speeches/archbishop-canterbury-addresses-international-faith-leaders-ahead-cop26
https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/speaking-writing/speeches/archbishop-canterbury-addresses-international-faith-leaders-ahead-cop26
https://www.quotemaster.org/author/Pope+Francis
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V erdi (1813 -1901) was a great 

Italian opera composer.  He was 

born in a little village, La Roncole, 

in northern Italy. His father was an 

innkeeper and his mother a 

seamstress. When Verdi was 20 he 

moved 80 miles away to Milan, 

anxious and ready to continue his 

musical studies at the famous 

Conservatoire. Astonishingly he 

was refused admission. Not to be 

deterred Verdi took private 

lessons instead and immersed 

himself in the rich musical scene in 

Milan, especially opera.  

Sadly, his early marriage ended in 

tragedy. He had married 

Margherita Barezzi in 1836. Both 

their infant children died and in 

1839 Margherita died of 

encephalitis at the age of just 26. 

Verdi never really got over this 

and it’s often said that he took 

solace in his tragic operas where 

the heroes/heroines always died.  

 

   Things began to look up by the 

mid-1840s. Verdi met his lifelong 

companion, soprano Giuseppina  

 

Strepponi. They caused much 

public scandal by their 

cohabitation and it was only in 

1859 that they eventually married. 

His operas were becoming more 

and more popular as the decades 

progressed. He even became active 

in politics for a united Italy and 

supported the Risorgimento 

movement. He was elected, briefly, 

to the first Italian parliament in 

1861. 

 

   By 1874 Verdi had completed his 

Requiem Mass. Many claimed it 

was not just a stunning 

masterpiece but his best opera! 

Verdi refused to change his 

powerfully extrovert and dramatic 

operatic style for this religious 

work. Even today it’s considered 

unsuitable for a liturgical setting. It 

has some amazing and memorable 

musical moments. The Dies Irae 

(Day of Wrath) sequence from the 

funeral rite features dramatic 

trumpet calls to herald the Day of 

Judgement - music so tumultuous 

as to make your spine tingle.  

FAMOUS CHRISTIAN CHORAL MUSIC 

Les Ryan 

9. Requiem Mass by Verdi  
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
 
   At Rest 

   Geoffrey Hancock 

   Thelma Bobe 

   Rhona Cole 

   The Requiem was written in 

honour of the Italian writer and 

poet Manzoni. The music was 

given a concert performance for 

the first time in St Mark’s, Milan. 

Women choristers had to be 

hidden and heavily veiled for fear 

of shocking the congregation and 

priests. Choirs singing sacred texts 

in churches could only comprise 

gentlemen choristers and boys in 

those days in Italian churches. 

 

   Verdi composed the Requiem for 

a large chorus of singers, four 

soloists, flutes, piccolo, oboes, 

clarinets, bassoons, horns, 

trumpets, trombones, tuba, 

timpani and bass drums, violins, 

violas, cellos and double basses. 

The second performance, at La 

Scala Milan, was an immense 

success. A year later, Verdi 

conducted the Requiem with a 

chorus of 1,000 singers at the 

British premiere in the Royal 

Albert Hall. That must have been 

an awesome sound in the RAH. 

In 1901, Verdi died of a stroke 

while visiting Milan. His funeral 

service attracted musicians from 

throughout Italy and featured 

combined orchestras and choirs. 
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THE PEBBLE 

Source unknown 

   It was perfectly smooth, 

   the fissures and fractures it had once held 

   long since worn away by the pounding of waves 

   and ceaseless jostling of its fellows, 

   each stone helping to round the next. 

   Lord, I too need the company of others 

   to remove rough edges, 

   the experience of rubbing shoulders 

   with people of different backgrounds, 

   ideas and experiences 

   if I’m to become fully rounded. 

   Open my heart to others, 

   and through my bouncing off them 

   shape my life for good. 

    

   Amen. 
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MONEY AGAIN………AND AGAIN! 

Bob Wigley, Parish Treasurer 

I  would have to say that 

managing our finances during 

these difficult times has been 

something of a challenge, to say the 

least!! 

 

   Although we are fortunate in 

having reserves, I have always 

averred that it is very important 

that we meet our day to day costs 

from day to day income,  and that 

it is never good practice to dip into 

our reserves to meet a shortfall. 

That we have been able to ‘balance 

the books’ is due in no small 

measure to the way so many of you 

have responded,  either by making 

your Giving by way of Bankers’ 

Orders, or by sending me cheques 

in lieu of your weekly Giving. We 

have also received support from 

our Diocese, by way of a modest 

reduction in our Ministry Share, 

although we do not know if this 

will be replicated in the second half 

of the year. Holy Cross Church is 

now, of course, open in a limited 

way, but sadly we are not yet able 

to open Clyne Chapel.  

 

    

   So, we face a ‘double whammy’ 

as it were, because our income 

from other sources has also been 

substantially reduced, or is non-

existent!!  Wedding Fees and 

related plate collections, Baptism 

collections, the Bonus Ball scheme, 

Clyne in Bloom etc.  etc. are but a 

few examples. The reality is that 

we still have bills to pay, whether 

or not we are open, and I do 

appreciate that for me to continue 

to seek your ongoing financial 

support particularly if, for 

whatever reason, you are unable to 

join us in person, is a ‘big ask’.   

 

   At Clyne Chapel in particular, we 

are facing many issues with the 

building, caused in part by the 

enforced months of closure, and if 

you are amongst those who have 

not yet been in touch, could I ask 

you please to consider carefully 

and prayerfully if you are able to 

help.  You only have to get in touch 

with me, confidentially of course, 

and I will make any necessary 

arrangements for you –  
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for a variety of reasons I have not 

sent out Clyne Chapel Giving 

Envelopes this year, but if you 

would like yours posted to you, 

please let me know – even better, 

of course, ask me for a Bankers’ 

Order Form!!! 

 

   As your Parish ‘bean counter’ I 

am responsible, to the PCC, for 

doing all I can to keep the Parish 

on an even financial keel, until 

such time as we are ‘back to 

normal’, whatever that might look 

like, and accordingly I have to be 

open and honest with you.  

 

   So, how have we done for the 

half year to 30th June? 

Notes 

 

1. If we strip out the Legacy, and 

the costs attributed to Restricted 

Funds, the nominal Surplus 

increases to £6,476 

2. However, our Ministry Share 

was reduced by £10,198, but that 

reduction may not continue in the 

second half of the year. 

3. Gift Aid for the half year, not 

yet claimed, would be c. £5,000. 

 

   If the PCC agrees, in December 

we would expect to donate £5,000 

to Charities, say £2,500 for the half 

year.  

 

   So, if we allow for the items in 

Notes 1-4, we see a Nominal 

Shortfall of £1,222, which equates 

to just under £50 per week for the 

six months, hence my appeal! 

 

   These are the simple figures, but 

if anybody has any questions 

about any aspect, I will be happy 

to provide clarification. 

 

   I am very well aware that many 

of you would prefer that our 

Worship was unfettered by 

constant references to money!  We 

can achieve that if our regular, 

guaranteed income is at a level that 

covers our regular costs, hence my 

ongoing quest for more Direct 

Giving!! 

 

   Best wishes, and thank you for 

your understanding,   Bob. 

 Costs  Income  

Giving 27,135  Ministry 

Share 

16,796 

Sundry 4,505  Sundry 8,368 

Legacy 5,000  Restricted 7,098 

Total 36,640  Total 32,262 

   Surplus 4,378 
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H opefully we are nearing the 

end of what has been a most 

challenging period in all our lives.  

 

   In some ways it has brought the 

best out in us. A truly astounding 

number of people volunteered to 

help and some sacrificed their lives 

in so doing.  

 

   While Britain embraced the 

Christian ethos of love and concern 

for our neighbour, somewhere 

along the way the Christian faith 

got dumped.  The state has 

assumed responsibility for much of 

the Church’s historic work which 

has in part relegated it to the  

sidelines. 

    

   Covid has been a truly ghastly 

period in all our lives, but now as 

it seems that we may be free to 

return to normal we must consider 

what normal means. A few weeks 

ago I was watching Question Time 

on BBC. Benjamin Zephaniah was 

on the panel and his answer to that 

question was: “It’s normal that got 

us to where we are today!” 

 

   Normal seems to mean that 

whatever our desires, however 

avaricious, however acquisitive it 

is our right to have them satisfied. 

The effort to satisfy has resulted in 

our plundering of the planet with 

little thought for the long term 

consequences. 

 

   Benjamin Zephaniah went on to 

express his theory that as we 

destroy habitats in order to satisfy 

the world’s appetite, so the animal 

world is forced into ever closer 

proximity to human habitats with 

terrible consequences. He avers 

that this was never the intention, 

and that we are paying the price 

and will continue to do so until 

there is a new normal, a more 

compassionate, thoughtful normal. 

His views sound logical to me.    

 

   My own thought on the matter is 

that we have lost our awe of the 

created world. We no longer see it 

as a wonderful gift from God. God 

gave humanity stewardship of his 

amazing creation, but we have 

come to view it as a bottomless pit     

ECO CHURCH 

Rev’d Biddy  
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 to satisfy human appetites. 

 

    It seems that the planet is in 

deep distress. Increasing pollution, 

desertification and deforestation 

affect the poorest. We regularly 

hear news of another unusual 

phenomenon - floods, landslides 

and wildfires are becoming all too 

common.  

 

   We must salute the Young 

Christian Climate Network as they 

walk 1000 miles in an effort to 

persuade world leaders to stop the 

endless talking and actually do 

something - to put people at the 

centre of their deliberations rather 

than money (page 14).  

 

   I am reminded of the prayer of St 

Teresa of Avila. She wrote: 

“Christ has no body now on earth 

but yours; no hands but yours; no 

feet but yours. Yours are the eyes 

through which the compassion of 

Christ must look out on the world. 

Yours are the feet with which He is 

to go about doing good. Yours are 

the hands with which He is to 

bless His people.”  

 

   We are all involved in recycling 

today and it is a start. But I do 

wonder what really happens to all 

the waste we place on the 

pavement or take to the municipal 

dump. Should we be asking 

questions of our politicians at 

every level? 

 

   However, what seems to be true 

is that if we all do a little, then 

things can change for the better. To 

that end we plan to sign up to ECO 

Church. Check it out on the 

diocesan web page.  

 

   As I wrote earlier, Christ has no 

hands but ours. The world is in 

deep distress. We are colleagues 

with God and as such must  do our 

bit to heal its wounds - wounds 

that humanity has inflicted, and 

wounds that have the deepest 

effect on the poorest of our 

brothers and sisters across the 

world. 

 

   If you are interested in the idea of 

ECO church please let me know. 

We need to make our buildings as 

carbon neutral as possible and our 

grounds wildlife friendly. It is 

hoped that people of all ages will 

get involved. 

 

With every blessing, Biddy. 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

Contact Andrew, Dafydd, 

Rachel or Lauren 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE  
@ £30 p.a. 
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• All aspects of Home and Grounds Maintenance 

• Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 

• Painting and Decorating Service 

• All projects Fully Managed 

• Free Estimates and all Work Fully Insured 

 

 Mike Timbrell 07813 055357   

 down2earthltd@icloud.com 

DOWN 2 EARTH 

PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LTD 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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West Cross 
Dental Practice 

 

 
 
 

54c Mulberry Avenue 
West Cross 
Swansea 
SA3 5HA 
Telephone:  404405  

Andrew Llewellyn BDC 
NHS, Private & Denplan 

MUSIC TUITION 
 

Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute 
& Theory of Music 

 
 

Nick Kiley 
BA (Hons) PGDip (RNCM) PGCE 
 
 
 

Telephone:  
07929 009772 

 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

To enquire about advertising costs please contact the Editor 

Details on page 4 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

 

Call Adel on 07511 939603 
 

ATTICWARDROBE.COM 

H 
 

HERITAGE 
 

CARPET & FLOORING LTD 
 

Specialists in carpet, wood, 
laminate & vinyl 

 

 
422 Gower Road, Killay,  

Swansea, SA2 7AJ 
 

Tel/Fax: 01792 202 021 
 

www.heritagecarpetandflooring.com 
Advertising costs start at £20  

per annum 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Rebekah Robertson 
has moved her practice to 
 

54 Newton Road 
Mumbles, SA3 4BQ 
 
Tel: 01792 732177 

GLYNDERI COTTAGE                                                                                                           
 

01874 636878 
                                                                  

SENNYBRIDGE                                                             

BRECON                                                              

POWYS  

LD3 8TS 

             

Walk - Explore - Relax  
 

www.glyndericottage.co.uk 

HEADS TOGETHER 
 

Unisex Hair & Fashion Care 
Perming/Tinting/Colouring 

And Creative Designs 
 

NEW! 
O.P.I Gel Nails 

 
134 West Cross Lane, 
West Cross, Swansea 
(01792) 401471 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

DON PIPER 
 

Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 
 

Established 1962 
 

 

Customer Care  
our speciality 

 

14 Queen’s Road 
Mumbles 
Tel: 366576 

Open Wednesday to Friday 11.00am - 3.30pm 

 

http://www.glyndericottage.co.uk
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