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THE PARISH OF LLWYNDERW 
Holy Cross Church & Clyne Chapel, Swansea,  

in the Mumbles Ministry Area 

CLERGY 
The Reverend Hywel D Griffiths 

(Vicar) 
23, Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, Swansea, SA3 5DE 

Telephone: 01792 403957              Email: rev.hywel@outlook.com 

The Venerable Jonathan B Davies B.Th 
(Archdeacon of Gower) 

The Vicarage, Fairwood Road, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5JP 
Telephone & Fax: 01792 512747                 Email: ven.jbd@sky.com 

The Reverend Biddy M S Wigley 
(Assistant Curate) 

5, Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 
Telephone: 01792 405404                Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH 

Sunday 8.00am 
10.00am 
11.00am 

 Holy Eucharist 
Holy Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
 

Clyne Chapel 
Holy Cross 
Clyne Chapel 

Wednesday 10.30am  Holy Eucharist Clyne Chapel 

 

Thursday 10.00am  Holy Eucharist Holy Cross 

 

Please ‘phone or email the vicar to reserve a place at these services 

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,  
of the names of those who are sick. 

The Chapel of St Faith is open daily for Foodbank drop-offs only. 

Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with  
 The Reverend Hywel Griffiths 

 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion  
of the sick or infirm at any time.  

 

The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing. 

WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS 

Fridays  9.30am - 12noon   Community Art Class  

Sundays  2.00pm - 4.30pm Ariosa Singers & Mumbles Voices  
Rehearse with Les & Penny Ryan 
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READER 

Dr Felicity Padley 32 Fernhill Close,  Blackpill                                                                                                
E: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 

LAY WORSHIP TEAM 
Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Felicity Padley, Esther Searle 

PAROCHIAL OFFICERS 

Parish Wardens 
Vicar’s Warden 

 
 

People’s Warden 

 
Mrs Lesley Morris  
65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty, SA2 8EW 
 
Miss Kate Richard 
6 Ffynone Close, Uplands, SA1 6DA 

 
Tel: 514769 

 
 

Tel: 642297 
  

PCC Secretary 
  
 
PCC Treasurer 

Dr Felicity Padley 
32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill, SA3 5BX 
 
Mr Bob Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, SA3 5HW 

Tel: 402437 
 
 

Tel: 405404 

Parish Organist Mr Leslie Ryan, BA (hons mus), 
LCCMD, AWCCM, CertEd (Wales) 
43 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, SA3 5DB 

Tel: 406062 

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL 
 

can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions 
 

Contact:  The Reverend Hywel Griffiths  
Telephone: 403957 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Mondays at 3.15pm 
Eden Bus, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Sundays at 4.00pm 

Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday 
Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080 

Film Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512 

Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders:  
Hazel Somers: 401705 & Elaine Griffiths: 208269 

Get Crafty Group 
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Contributions for the AUGUST 2021 issue  
to be received no later than 

Thursday 29th July 2021 
 

for publication on Sunday 8th August 2021 
   

Rev’d Biddy Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 

 

Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

IN THIS ISSUE . . . . . . . 

5. What is that in Your Hand? 

7. Family News 

8. Helps to Worship at Home 

11. Love Thy Neighbour 

12. Mothers’ Union 

16. Famous Christian Choral Music 

17. From the Parish Registers 

18. William Wilberforce 

21. Confessions of a Clergy Husband! 
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WHAT IS THAT IN YOUR HAND? 

Rev’d Biddy 

D ear Friends, 

 

   The month of June has been an 

emotional roller coaster as I battled 

to complete my academic 

assignments before heading up to 

Llangasty for the pre-ordination 

retreat. 

 

   The whole journey, since 

Jonathan and others suggested that 

I explore the idea of ordination, has 

been one of wrestling with God, 

with coming to terms with what 

others saw in me. A wise priest did 

advise me to stop wrestling, go 

through discernment and that 

through the panel God would 

confirm….or reject the call.  

 

   Since I came to faith 25 years ago 

God has called me into a number 

of different ministries in the parish. 

All have been challenging in their 

different ways. But through taking 

on different roles I have learned so 

much. The biggest lesson is that 

when we accept Jesus’ call to 

follow Him, it is the beginning of a 

journey; a journey that can be 

challenging, scary and joyful and  

 

also one that can take very 

unexpected turns!  

 

   I had to chuckle the other day 

when I was reflecting on my 

journey to this point. When I left 

school I had no idea what I wanted 

to do with the rest of my life. My 

mother suggested that it would be 

no bad thing to learn to cook and 

sew! I was dispatched to college on 

a full local authority grant (those 

were the days!) and after a couple 

of years had learned to cook - both 

for small numbers and mass 

catering. 

 

   Over the years I have prepared 

and served many a meal, many 

celebration ‘feasts’ for weddings, 

baptisms and business lunches and 

wedding, baptism and Christmas 

cakes. Today my cookery is ‘old 

style’ so I probably wouldn’t get 

too many contracts if I was still 

working!  

 

   Remember God’s words to 

Moses? “What is that in your 

hand?” [Exodus 4:2]. Remember 

David who rejected Saul’s armour  
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and instead put five smooth 

pebbles in his shepherd’s bag? [1 

Samuel 17:40]. Remember the five 

barley loaves and two small fish? 

[John 6:9]. Moses, David and 

Andrew each considered that what 

they had was insignificant. But the 

smallest thing can become 

significant when we place it in 

God’s hands. 

 

   So I chuckled the other day when 

I suddenly realized that my 

background in catering was the 

little thing I could offer to God. 

Where I had served many 

hundreds of physical meals, now I 

was being asked to serve spiritual 

meals. Where I had worked to 

satisfy physical hunger, now I 

would work to satisfy spiritual 

hunger. And what a privilege it 

was to preside at my first Eucharist  

on 27th June. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Before I finish I must say a huge 

thank you. I have been quite 

overwhelmed with cards, messages 

and gifts and the house resembles 

the Chelsea flower show. Thank 

you all for your love, your support, 

your generosity and your 

friendship.  

 

   With every blessing, Biddy  

 

GRATITUDE 
 

“In ordinary life we hardly realize  
that we receive a great deal more than we give,  

and that it is only with gratitude that life becomes rich.”   
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
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L ots of significant dates have 

filtered through to me in the last 

few weeks: 

  

   Tony and Shirley Hatton will 

celebrate 65 years of marriage on 

21st July.  Alan and Elaine 

Griffiths will celebrate their Ruby 

wedding anniversary on 23rd July. 

Canon Arthur will celebrate the 

65th anniversary of his ordination 

to the priesthood on 25th July. 

  

   Congratulations to you all on 

your significant achievements and 

love from all your friends in 

Llwynderw. 

  

   Congratulations also to Olivia 

Barrow, on her Distinction at 

PGCE in Modern Foreign 

Languages. Olivia will be 

relocating, in September, to 

Hawarden in North Wales to take 

up a post teaching French and 

Spanish at Hawarden High School. 

  

   I am reluctant to replicate her 

mother’s email but suffice to say 

that Trevor and Felicity are ‘super  

 

proud’ and are already house-

hunting with Olivia in North 

Wales. 

 

Sad news: 

 

   Just as the magazine is going to 

print, we have the sad news that 

Thelma Bobe has died. Thelma 

was a much loved, faithful and 

long-standing member of Holy 

Cross Church. There will be a full 

tribute to Thelma in the next 

edition of ‘Llwynderw’. 

  

FAMILY NEWS 

Rev’d Biddy 
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HELPS TO WORSHIP AT HOME  

Canon Arthur 

N ow that more of us are able to attend services, although having to face 

some restrictions, we have decided to discontinue our monthly ‘Helps’. 

Meanwhile you may like to use some of the prayers in past issues, especially if 

you are unable to come to church on a particular Sunday. We are happy to 

supplement these acts of worship by printing below the COLLECTS and 

GOSPEL READINGS for each Sunday.  

 

The Sixth Sunday after Trinity (July 11th) 

 

Merciful God, you have prepared for those who love you 

such good things as pass our understanding: 

pour into our hears such love towards you 

that we loving you in all things and above all things, 

may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire, 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

St Mark 6: 14-29 

 

The Seventh Sunday after Trinity (July 18th) 

 

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things; 

graft in our hearts the love of your name. 

increase in us true religion, 

nourish us with all goodness, 

and of your great mercy keep us in the same; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord...... 

 

St Mark 6: 30-34, 53-56 
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The Feast of St James, Apostle (July 25th) 

 

Merciful God, whose holy apostle Saint James, 

leaving his father and all that he had, 

was obedient to the call of your Son Jesus Christ 

and followed him even to death: 

help us, forsaking the false attractions of the world, 

to be ready at all times to answer your call without delay; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord....... 

 

St Matthew 20: 20-28 

 

The Ninth Sunday after Trinity (August 1st) 

 

Almighty God, who sent your Holy Spirit 

to be the life and light of your Church: 

open our hearts to the riches of your grace, 

that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit 

in love and joy and peace; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord....... 

 

St John 6: 24-35 

 

The Tenth Sunday after Trinity (August 8th) 

 

Let your merciful years, O Lord, be open to the prayers of your humble 

servants; 

and that they may obtain their petitions 

make them to ask such things as shall  please you; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord...... 

 

St John 6: 35, 41-51 
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The Feast of Mary, Mother of our Lord (August 15th) 

 

Almighty God, who looked upon the lowliness of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary and chose her to be the mother of your only Son: 

grant that we who are redeemed by his blood 

may share with her in the glory of the eternal kingdom; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord...... 

 

St Luke 1: 46-55 

 

The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity (August 22nd) 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than 

we to pray and to give more than we desire or deserve; 

pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy, 

forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid 

and giving us those good things which we are not worthy to ask 

but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord...... 

 

St John 6: 56-59 

 

The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity (August 29th) 

 

Almighty God, who called your Church to bear witness 

that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself: 

help us to proclaim the good news of your love, 

that all who hear it may be drawn to you; 

through him who was lifted up on the cross, 

and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

St Mark 7: 1-8,14, 15, 21-23 

 

 

 



11 

 

LOVE THY NEIGHBOUR 

Rev’d Biddy 

 

L ast month I highlighted the 

Evening Post Community Awards 

that were awarded to two of the 

local charities that we, as a parish, 

support. I wonder if anyone 

noticed that there is much more to 

the story? 

 

   Matt’s Café at Matthew’s House 

joined forces with Zac’s Place in 

what turned out to be an 

incredible drive to support our 

most vulnerable neighbours 

through the pandemic. 

 

   In the four years since it was set 

up, Matthew’s House has 

produced 97,000 meals - 14,000 

were made in the first lockdown - 

thanks to a huge army of 

volunteers numbering over 100! 

Tom Lynch of Matthew’s House  

describes each meal as a person. 

 

   The charity led the Swansea 

Together drive for which they 

were awarded the Queen’s Award 

for Voluntary Service and also a 

special Covid Award for keeping 

their work going during the  

 

pandemic - no easy task with 

volunteers and clients forced to 

isolate at times. Volunteers were 

putting in 80-90 hours a week to 

keep the service going - an 

extraordinary and sacrificial effort.  

 

   Matthew’s House could not 

achieve these astonishing results 

without the support of retail food 

stores and the general public, who 

donate excess food, and the 

generosity of those who support 

them financially. It is good to hear 

that the money we send year on 

year is contributing to the well 

being of our less fortunate 

neighbours. 

 

   The Lord-Lieutenant Louise 

Fleet will present the award later 

this year. In recognition of their 

achievements, two of the 

volunteers will attend a Garden 

Party at Buckingham Palace. 

 

   Thank you to the parish for its 

generosity which enables the PCC 

to be generous to those in need. 

Information from Evening Post. 
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OFFA SCHOOL UNDER SOCIAL 

MEDIA ATTACK  

Please pray for our MU Prayer 

Partner Diocese in Nigeria 

 

M odern Nigeria, larger in 

area than Texas & the most 

populous country in Africa, dates 

from 1914 when the British 

Protectorates of N & S Nigeria 

were joined.  Independent in 1960, 

it elected to stay a member of the 

Commonwealth.  Hundreds of 

languages are spoken in the 

country.  Offa is the traditional 

headquarters of the Ibolo dialect of 

the Yoruba speaking people of 

Kwara and Osun States. 

   Offa town, Kwara state, SW 

Nigeria, population about 90,000, 

is a local government HQ on the 

railway from Lagos & at the 

intersection of road routes. 

Founded in about 1395, as a 

settlement of the Yoruba people in 

a savanna area, it now serves as a 

collecting point for the yams 

(sweet potatoes), cassava (manioc), 

corn (maize), sorghum, and shea 

nuts grown in the surrounding 

area. Cattle, goats & sheep are also 

raised in the environs. Cotton 

weaving and dyeing (with locally 

grown indigo) are important 

activities in the town.   

 

    

   Most Yoruba are farmers but live 

in urban areas away from their 

rural farmland. Each Yoruba 

subgroup is ruled by a paramount 

chief/king, or oba, usually 

supported by a council of 

chiefs.  The Yoruba have long 

been the most urbanized 

people in tropical Africa. Their 

towns, most of them several 

hundred years old, were 

originally administrative and 

trading centres, a function 

many have retained. 

   

   Education is a main industry. 
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There are several secondary 

schools, three polytechnics, and a 

university. The first primary 

school, St. Mark's (Anglican) 

Primary School was established in 

1912 by the Church Missionary 

Society. 

 

The Olofa of Offa, King/Oba 

Muftau Gbadamosi, in 2018, 

welcomed newly consecrated 

Bishop, Solomon Olusola Akanbi, 

and hailed the religious harmony 

in Offa as a result of non-

imposition of one religion over the 

others. The Bishop, married in 

1996, did his Masters in Theology 

at Bristol University and a 

Doctorate at the University of 

Pretoria, S Africa with the thesis: 

The Socio-Economic and Political 

Impact of South-West Nigerian 

Pentecostal Churches Viewed from 

a Theological Perspective (https://

repository.up.ac.za/

handle/2263/61550 ) 

 

   The Bishop’s doctorate thesis, 

very relevant for Offa Diocese, 

concluded that the Church, 

especially the Pentecostal 

movement, can be relied upon to 

partner with the government in 

making life better, and there can 

only be significant transformation 

in the society with the involvement 

of the Church exemplified by the 

Pentecostal movement in Nigeria. 

    

   At the beginning of the 20th 

century, most Nigerians followed 

traditional religions, but British 

colonial policies discouraged this 

and by 1960 the majority were 

classified as Muslims or Christians. 

After Independence many of these 

also openly performed certain rites 

or rituals of traditional religions 

that were no longer condemned. 

While a supreme god (called 

Olorun Olodumare in Yoruba) is 

central to many of the traditional 

religions, the deity is worshipped 

through a number of 

intermediaries or lesser gods.  

Most of Kwara State’s, & Offa’s 

inhabitants are Muslims. 

 

   The main established Christian 

groups are Roman Catholics, 

Methodists, Anglicans, and 

Baptists. A growing number of 

breakaway Christian churches, 

which embrace indigenous cultural 

traditions, are gaining popularity - 

a development perceived as a 

threat by the older established 

churches. The breakaway Christian 

churches often include drumming 

and dancing in their services, a 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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practice since adopted by the 

established churches in an attempt 

to avoid losing members. Another 

issue has been how Islam and 

Christianity have chosen to 

incorporate the traditional practice 

of polygamy. Christianity has 

officially disallowed it, while Islam 

has allowed men to have up to 

four wives; however, breakaway 

Christian churches often have 

placed no limits on the practice. 

 

   At his enthronement service, 

Bishop Akanbi prayed for the 

monarch, his chiefs and the people 

of Offa, and said that he would not 

relent in praying for peace, unity 

and development of Offa, Kwara 

State and the nation. He charged 

members of the church and 

Nigerians at large to give their life 

to Jesus Christ, saying that they 

should forsake all forms of sins to 

receive mercy of God. 

 

    Bishop Akanbi, who said that 

white collar jobs are no longer 

available, added that his plan 

included embarking on 

empowerment programme for the 

youth, as well as welfare package 

for the aged and visitation to them 

in their homes. A new minibus 

would be purchased for the 

diocese to ease members’ mobility. 

The cleric, who sought support, 

cooperation and understanding of 

members, said that such would 

enable him realise these lofty 

ideals. 

  

   At the end of May there were 

reports of an ‘Evil Spirit’ scare on 

social media at St. Claire’s 

Anglican Girls’ Grammar School, 

Offa & the press reported that it 

was shut down following fears of 

demonic attacks.  Late morning on 

Friday, 28 May 2021, during three 

days of prayer & fasting for the 

progress & development of the 

school, some students reportedly 

heard strange voices, and ran out 

of their classes & school hostels, 

fell, and rolled on the ground,  
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some said due to ‘demons’.   

 

   Clergy were called to pray for 

them & pupils were asked to go 

home about an hour earlier than 

usual due to the pandemonium.  

The school, which has more 

Muslim than Christian pupils, was 

not closed as such & opened the 

following Monday, as normal, after 

a prayer walk around the premises 

& an address to the school by its 

proprietor, the Bishop.  A Church 

press statement said that such 

occurrences were not uncommon 

in community schools, Christian & 

Muslim, all over the country & that 

there was provision for good 

counselling to be given to students 

when the need arose. 

    Speaking on the way forward, 

the Bishop called for 

encouragement of true 

spirituality in the 

country.  The 

manifestation “is not 

about tagging demons to 

St. Clare’s school. . .  It’s 

a reflection of what 

society has become. . .  

A reflection of the chaotic 

situation we’ve found 

ourselves in Nigeria and 

the country is on fire.  

Nobody can claim to 

know where we are 

going”.  (A full report 

can be found at https://

tribuneonlineng.com/evil-spirit-

scare-controversy-trails-incident-in

-kwara-school/ )  Central & 

northern parts of Nigeria are 

increasingly experiencing 

abductions for ransoms as well as 

terrorist attacks.  An Offa business 

man was freed on 29 June after 

being kidnapped and his pregnant 

wife being murdered five days 

before.  

 

   Please remember Bishop Akanbi, 

St Claire’s & the people of Offa 

Diocese in your prayers. 

 

Elaine Griffiths 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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A lthough born in Halle, 

Germany, George Frederik Handel 

(1685-1759) spent most of his 

professional career in London. He 

became an English citizen and was 

named in the Act of Naturalisation 

of 1727. The composer’s first 

commission as a new citizen was 

from none other than King George 

II. It was to write four anthems to 

be sung at his coronation in 

Westminster Abbey in October of 

1727.  

 

   The most famous of the four 

anthems, Zadok the Priest, takes its 

text from Kings 1:38-40 and tells of 

Zadok the priest and Nathan the 

prophet anointing King Solomon: 

the first ever written account of a 

coronation. The anthem was meant 

to be sung at the sacred anointing 

of King George II and Queen 

Caroline. The music included a 

long stately orchestral introduction 

to allow for the ceremonial 

processions of the clergy, lords 

and other dignitaries.  

 

 

   The other anthems were Let Thy 

Hand Be Strengthened, The King 

Shall Rejoice, and My Heart Is 

Inditing.  Contemporary reports 

however tell of mistakes during 

the service at the Abbey with 

‘Zadok’ being sung in the wrong 

place, one other anthem was 

completely left out and a third 

anthem ended ‘in confusion’.  

 

   ‘Zadok’ was written to achieve 

maximum impact. It begins quietly 

and reverently. It gradually builds 

up, bar by bar, to one of the most 

telling moments in music when 

the choir sings fortissimo in full 

harmony at the anointing. The 

middle section music of the 

anthem sounds like a choral dance 

and set to the words ‘And all the 

people rejoiced’,  the final section 

is ‘God save the King, Alleluia. 

Amen’. 

 

   The choir included two soprano 

parts, two alto parts, a tenor part 

and two bass parts; the orchestra  

 

FAMOUS CHRISTIAN CHORAL MUSIC 

Les Ryan 

8. Four Coronation Anthems by Handel  
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
 
  At Rest 

  Florence Hollis 

  Mary Brennan 

  John Price 

  Margaret Winter 

included strings, oboes, bassoons, 

trumpets, timpani drums and 

organ. It was written in the bright 

and sonorous key of D major – 

ideal for the trumpet players and 

perfect for such a grand occasion. 

The coronation choir included all 

members of the Westminster 

Abbey Choir, the gentlemen and 

boy choristers of the Chapel Royal 

Choir and an additional 47 singers 

– probably over 100 altogether. The 

additional singers may well have 

been recruited from the London 

theatres and opera houses. We 

think that the orchestra numbered 

around 160 players plus the Abbey 

organ. What a sound! 

    

   Handel enjoyed having lots of 

orchestral players and singers to 

perform his works, once saying 

that it was always ‘the more the 

better’. Not all loved this approach 

however, and the French composer 

Berlioz once unkindly criticised 

Handel and his music as ‘a barrel 

of pork and beer’! 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   It will come as no surprise that 

every coronation in Britain since 

1727 has included ‘Zadok the 

Priest’ in its Order of Service. 
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WILLIAM WILBERFORCE 

Remembered on 29th July 

W illiam Wilberforce was 

born on August 24, 1759 

in Hull, Yorkshire and died on July 

29, 1833 in London. He was a 

British politician and 

philanthropist who from 1787 was 

prominent in the struggle to 

abolish the slave trade and then to 

abolish slavery itself in British 

overseas possessions.    

   He studied at St. John’s College at 

the University of Cambridge, 

where he became a close friend of 

the future prime minister William 

Pitt the Younger, and was known 

as an amiable companion rather 

than an outstanding student.    

    In 1780 both he and Pitt entered 

the House of Commons where he 

soon began to support 

parliamentary reform and Roman 

Catholic political emancipation, 

acquiring a reputation for 

radicalism that later embarrassed 

him, especially during the French 

Revolution, when he was chosen, 

in September 1792,  to be an 

honorary citizen of France. From  

 

1815 he upheld the Corn 

Laws (tariffs on imported grain) 

and repressive measures against 

working-class agitation. 

 

   Wilberforce’s abolitionism was 

derived in part from evangelical 

Christianity, to which he was 

converted in 1784–85. His spiritual 

adviser was John Newton, a former 

slave trader who had repented, and 

who had been the pastor at 

Wilberforce’s church when he was 

a child. 

 

   In 1787 Wilberforce helped to 

found a society for the 

“reformation of manners” called 

the Proclamation Society (to 

suppress the publication of 

obscenity) and the Society for 

Effecting the Abolition of the Slave 

Trade - the latter more commonly 

called the Anti-Slavery Society.  

 

   He and his associates - Thomas 

Clarkson, Granville Sharp, Henry 

Thornton, Charles Grant, Edward 

James Eliot, Zachary Macaulay, 

and James Stephen - were first  

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/August
https://www.britannica.com/place/Kingston-upon-Hull
https://www.britannica.com/place/Yorkshire-former-county-England
https://www.britannica.com/topic/slave-trade
https://www.britannica.com/topic/slavery-sociology
https://www.britannica.com/topic/University-of-Cambridge
https://www.britannica.com/topic/prime-minister
https://www.britannica.com/biography/William-Pitt-the-Younger
https://www.britannica.com/biography/William-Pitt-the-Younger
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/amiable
https://www.britannica.com/topic/House-of-Commons-British-government
https://www.britannica.com/event/French-Revolution
https://www.britannica.com/event/French-Revolution
https://www.britannica.com/event/Corn-Law-British-history
https://www.britannica.com/event/Corn-Law-British-history
https://www.britannica.com/topic/abolitionism-European-and-American-social-movement
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Anti-Slavery-Society-British-organization-1787
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Thomas-Clarkson
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Thomas-Clarkson
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Granville-Sharp
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Henry-Thornton
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Henry-Thornton
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called the Saints and afterward 

(from 1797) the Clapham Sect, of 

which Wilberforce was the 

acknowledged leader. 

      In the House of Commons, 

Wilberforce was an eloquent 

and indefatigable sponsor of 

antislavery legislation. In 1789 he 

introduced 12 resolutions against 

the slave trade and gave what 

many newspapers at the time 

considered among the most 

eloquent speeches ever delivered in 

the Commons. The resolutions 

were supported by Pitt (who was 

by then prime minister), Charles 

Fox (often an opponent of Pitt’s), 

and Edmund Burke, but they failed 

to be enacted into law, and instead  

the issue was postponed until the 

next session of Parliament. 

  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   In 1791 he again brought a 

motion to the House of Commons 

to abolish the slave trade, but it 

was defeated 163 to 88. In 1792 

Wilberforce, buttressed by the 

support of hundreds of thousands 

of British subjects who had signed 

petitions favouring the abolition of 

the slave trade, put forward 

another motion. However, a 

compromise measure, supported 

by Home Secretary Henry Dundas, 

1st Viscount Melville, that called 

for gradual abolition was agreed 

and passed the House of 

Commons, much to the 

disappointment of Wilberforce and 

his supporters. 

 

   For the next 15 years, Wilberforce 

was able to achieve little progress  

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Clapham-Sect
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/indefatigable
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Charles-James-Fox
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Charles-James-Fox
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Edmund-Burke-British-philosopher-and-statesman
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Henry-Dundas-1st-Viscount-Melville
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Henry-Dundas-1st-Viscount-Melville
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toward ending the slave trade (in 

part because of the domestic 

preoccupation with the war against 

Napoleon). In 1807, however, he 

finally achieved success: on 

February 23 a bill to abolish the 

slave trade in the British West 

Indies was carried in the Commons 

283 to 16, accompanied by a chorus 

of hurrahs for Wilberforce. It 

became law on March 25. 

 

   The 1807 statute did not, 

however, change the legal position 

of persons enslaved before its   

enactment, and so, after several 

years in which Wilberforce was 

concerned with other issues, he 

and Sir Thomas Fowell 

Buxton urged (from 1821) the 

immediate emancipation of all 

slaves. In 1823 he aided in 

organizing and became a vice 

president of the Society for the 

Mitigation and Gradual Abolition 

of Slavery Throughout the British 

Dominions - again, more 

commonly called the Anti-Slavery 

Society.  

 

    Turning over to Buxton the 

parliamentary leadership of the 

abolition movement, he retired 

from the House of Commons in 

1825. On July 26, 1833, the Slavery 

Abolition Act was passed by the 

Commons (it became law the 

following month). Three days later 

Wilberforce died. He was interred 

at Westminster Abbey. 

  

 

Britannica, The Editors of 

Encyclopaedia. "William 

Wilberforce". Encyclopedia Britannica, 

20 Aug. 2020, https://

www.britannica.com/biography/

William-Wilberforce.  

WILBERFORCE QUOTES 
 
“I would suggest that faith is everyone's business. The advance or decline of 
faith is so intimately connected to the welfare of a society that it should be of 
particular interest to a politician.” 
 
 
 “If to be feelingly alive to the sufferings of my fellow-creatures is to be a 
fanatic, I am one of the most incurable fanatics ever permitted to be at large.” 

https://www.britannica.com/place/West-Indies-island-group-Atlantic-Ocean
https://www.britannica.com/place/West-Indies-island-group-Atlantic-Ocean
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Sir-Thomas-Fowell-Buxton-1st-Baronet
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Sir-Thomas-Fowell-Buxton-1st-Baronet
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Slavery-Abolition-Act
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Slavery-Abolition-Act
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Westminster-Abbey
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CONFESSIONS OF A CLERGY HUSBAND! 

Bob Wigley 

S ince our marriage some 53 

years ago, we have moved to many  

different locations around the 

country, often at short notice, 

leaving places where we and the 

children were happy, to ‘start 

again’ in a different house, new 

schools and friends, and whilst this 

could never have been easy, Biddy 

has always moved without 

complaint, and with a positive and 

‘can do’ attitude. It was easy for 

me, with new work challenges, but 

for her, each time meant turning 

another house into a home, new 

schools for the children, and new 

friendships to forge.  And as if that 

wasn’t enough, she continued to be 

an exemplary ‘corporate wife’ with 

all that entailed, including frequent 

functions, entertaining at home 

and always very supportive of me! 

 

   I worked long hours, and was 

frequently away from home for 

days and weeks at a time, but I had 

the comfort of knowing that 

whatever challenges I faced, I had 

the benefit of a stable and secure 

family and home – believe me, a  

 

great comfort. Biddy frequently  

used to joke that she was a ‘one 

parent family’, and when the 

children were young, I often only 

saw them at weekends! Not 

something I am very proud of, but 

hindsight…….! 

 

   Indeed, in the late 1990s, with the 

UK Government and the Welsh 

Assembly Government my Bank  

jointly sponsored, at significant 

cost,  a National Initiative about 

the importance of  a good ‘Work 

Life Balance’ – why would a Bank 

do this, you may ask. Well, at that 

time, various studies had 

concluded that employees, both 

Management and Staff,  who had 

got this balance right, were much 

more productive at work - at that 

time, our Staff costs were to the 

order of some 73% of our Total 

operating Costs, so it was very 

clear that even a modest increase 

in productivity would translate 

into a significant improvement in 

profitability! 

    

   To launch this Initiative in Wales,    
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I had to speak at the Welsh 

Assembly to explain why we were 

involved, and how important 

Work Life Balance was! I had to 

confess, publicly, that based on 

past performance, I was not a good 

advert, but that like Paul on the 

road to Damascus, as a convert, I 

was a very strong advocate! 

 

   Throughout my working life 

from marriage to retirement, Biddy 

was the constant who kept home 

and family  together, and she used 

to say that for years, she was 

known as ‘Bob Wigley’s wife’! 

However, in my retirement, and in 

particular since her involvement 

with the Church has steadily 

increased, the ‘tables have turned’ 

and I have become known as 

‘Biddy Wigley’s husband’, and I 

would have to say, that I have been 

more than happy to accept this 

‘alias’ which I regard as a 

significant compliment to Biddy.  

 

   Indeed, David Owen, amongst 

others, summed it up after Biddy’s 

First Communion,  when he said 

‘You must be very proud of her’. 

Yes, we are, very much so, to see 

our Wife/Mother/Mother-in-law 

and Granny fulfilling her Calling 

and it was only slightly tinged 

with sadness in that our daughter 

Rhiannon and her family were 

quarantining in Landimore, having 

flown in a few days before from 

Bermuda, which at the time was on 

the ‘amber’ list. 

 

   So, as a new ‘Clergy Husband’ I 

will do my best to continue to 

support Biddy in her new role, as 

that develops, and in a Church 

which faces many challenges! 

 

   And finally, as you would expect, 

money! Many thanks to those of 

you that continue to send me 

cheques in lieu of ‘physical’ Giving 

into the Plate – this is enormously 

helpful in enabling me to balance 

the books and pay the bills! 

However, if you haven’t already 

done so, think how much easier it 

would be to make your Giving by 

way of Bankers’ Order – all you 

have to do is let me know and I 

will produce the required form 

and handle the whole process for 

you! 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Bob 

Parish Treasurer 
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A surprisingly wide range of 

goods and services 

We don’t just deliver 

newspapers! 

 

Telephone:401689  

 
 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

To advertise in Llwynderw, 

please contact the Editor 

Details on page 4 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

Contact Andrew, Dafydd, 

Rachel or Lauren 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE  
@ £30 p.a. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE  
@ £30 p.a. 
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• All aspects of Home and Grounds Maintenance 

• Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 

• Painting and Decorating Service 

• All projects Fully Managed 

• Free Estimates and all Work Fully Insured 

 

 Mike Timbrell 07813 055357   

 down2earthltd@icloud.com 

DOWN 2 EARTH 

PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LTD 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

THIS SPACE HAS BEEN RESERVED 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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West Cross 
Dental Practice 

 

 
 
 

54c Mulberry Avenue 
West Cross 
Swansea 
SA3 5HA 
Telephone:  404405  

Andrew Llewellyn BDC 
NHS, Private & Denplan 

MUSIC TUITION 
 

Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute 
& Theory of Music 

 
 

Nick Kiley 
BA (Hons) PGDip (RNCM) PGCE 
 
 
 

Telephone:  
07929 009772 

 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

To enquire about advertising costs please contact the Editor 

Details on page 4 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

 

Call Adel on 07511 939603 
 

ATTICWARDROBE.COM 

H 
 

HERITAGE 
 

CARPET & FLOORING LTD 
 

Specialists in carpet, wood, 
laminate & vinyl 

 

 
422 Gower Road, Killay,  

Swansea, SA2 7AJ 
 

Tel/Fax: 01792 202 021 
 

www.heritagecarpetandflooring.com 
Advertising costs start at £20  

per annum 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Rebekah Robertson 
has moved her practice to 
 

54 Newton Road 
Mumbles, SA3 4BQ 
 
Tel: 01792 732177 

GLYNDERI COTTAGE                                                                                                           
 

01874 636878 
                                                                  

SENNYBRIDGE                                                             

BRECON                                                              

POWYS  

LD3 8TS 

             

Walk - Explore - Relax  
 

www.glyndericottage.co.uk 

HEADS TOGETHER 
 

Unisex Hair & Fashion Care 
Perming/Tinting/Colouring 

And Creative Designs 
 

NEW! 
O.P.I Gel Nails 

 
134 West Cross Lane, 
West Cross, Swansea 
(01792) 401471 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

DON PIPER 
 

Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 
 

Established 1962 
 

 

Customer Care  
our speciality 

 

14 Queen’s Road 
Mumbles 
Tel: 366576 

Open Wednesday to Friday 11.00am - 3.30pm 

 

http://www.glyndericottage.co.uk
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