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THE PARISH OF LLWYNDERW 
Holy Cross Church & Clyne Chapel, Swansea,  

in the Mumbles Ministry Area 

CLERGY 
The Reverend Hywel D Griffiths 

(Priest-in-Charge) 
23, Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, Swansea, SA3 5DE 

Telephone: 01792 403957              Email: rev.hywel@outlook.com 

The Venerable Jonathan B Davies B.Th 
(Archdeacon of Gower) 

The Vicarage, Fairwood Road, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5JP 
Telephone & Fax: 01792 512747                 Email: ven.jbd@sky.com 

The Reverend Biddy M S Wigley 
(Assistant Curate) 

5, Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 
Telephone: 01792 405404                Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH 

Sunday 8.00am 
9.30am 
11.00am 

 Holy Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
 

Clyne Chapel 
Holy Cross 
Clyne Chapel 

Wednesday 10.30am  Holy Eucharist Clyne Chapel 

 

Thursday 10.00am  Holy Eucharist St Faith’s Chapel 

 

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,  
of the names of those who are sick. 

The Chapel of St Faith is open throughout the day  
for Foodbank drop-offs only. 

Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with  
 The Reverend Hywel Griffiths 

 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion  
of the sick or infirm at any time.  

 

The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing. 

WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS 

Fridays  9.30am - 12noon   Community Art Class  

Sundays  2.00pm - 4.30pm Ariosa Singers & Mumbles Voices  
Rehearse with Les & Penny Ryan 
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READER 

Dr Felicity Padley 32 Fernhill Close,  Blackpill                                                                                                
E: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 

LAY WORSHIP TEAM 
Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Felicity Padley, Esther Searle 

PAROCHIAL OFFICERS 

Parish Wardens 
Vicar’s Warden 

 
 

People’s Warden 

 
Mrs Lesley Morris  
65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty, SA2 8EW 
 
Miss Kate Richard 
6 Ffynone Close, Uplands, SA1 6DA 

 
Tel: 514769 

 
 

Tel: 642297 
  

PCC Secretary 
  
 
PCC Treasurer 

Dr Felicity Padley 
32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill, SA3 5BX 
 
Mr Bob Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, SA3 5HW 

Tel: 402437 
 
 

Tel: 405404 

Parish Organist Mr Leslie Ryan, BA (hons mus), 
LCCMD, AWCCM, CertEd (Wales) 
43 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, SA3 5DB 

Tel: 406062 

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL 
 

can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions 
 

Contact:  The Reverend Hywel Griffiths  
Telephone: 403957 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Mondays at 3.15pm 
Eden Bus, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Sundays at 4.00pm 

Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday 
Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080 

Film Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512 

Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders:  
Hazel Somers: 401705 & Elaine Griffiths: 208269 

Get Crafty Group 
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Contributions for the MARCH 2021 issue  
to be received no later than 
Thursday 18th March 2021 

 

for publication on Sunday 28th March 2021 
   

Rev’d Biddy Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 

 

Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

IN THIS ISSUE . . . . . . . 

5. New Beginnings 
7. Happy Birthday Hywel 
10. On the Move 
11. Helps to Worship at Home 
15. The Bishop’s Lent Appeal 
16. David’s Last Message/From the Parish Registers 
17. A Global Lament/An Irish Prayer for St Patrick’s Day 
18. A Prayer for Mothering Sunday 
19. A Sonnet for The Annunciation 
20. Spring is in the Air 
21. Fair Trade Fortnight 
22. Famous Christian Choral Music 
24. Seek Peace and Pursue It 
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NEW BEGINNINGS 

Rev’d Hywel 

D on’t you just love God and 

his beautiful creation, the world in 

which we live? I thank God daily, 

not just for the beauty we see each 

day that surrounds us, but also for 

each other, those we share our lives 

with. I have just come in from a 

lovely walk along the front; it has 

been a wonderful afternoon, with 

the sun shining in a blue sky, with 

just a few white fluffy clouds 

floating by in the breeze. There was 

a magnificent display of spring 

flowers, snowdrops, crocus and 

daffodils, their colours of white, 

purple and yellow vividly standing 

out against the green grass. There 

was a real spring in the steps of 

those people I passed, all enjoying 

the sunshine and fresh air. It was 

lovely to see families out and about 

enjoying spending time together, 

and the chat and laughter was a joy 

to hear, all of course following the 

guidelines of social distancing. 

There was a real sense of spring in 

the air and of new beginnings. 

 

   March is just around the corner  

 

and the season of Lent is upon us. 

It is significant that the season of 

Lent always coincides with the 

arrival of spring; all around we are 

seeing signs of new beginnings as 

the earth wakes up from its winter 

sleep. Lent is traditionally a period 

of reflection, taking stock of our life 

and our relationship with God. It 

begins with Ash Wednesday when 

we start on our Lenten journey 

with Christ to the cross, and then 

on to the joyous Easter dawn and 

his resurrection. Many Christians, 

under normal circumstances and 

not in lockdown because of 

Coronavirus, would have attended 

a solemn service at which they 

receive ashes on their foreheads as 

a symbol of repentance. This 

repentance is not just about being 

sorry; it also signifies a turning 

around, a change in life’s direction, 

the intention to be different from 

this point forward in a renewed 

decision to live as disciples of 

Jesus, a new beginning. 

 

   With new beginnings in mind,  
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we have been living with the 

coronavirus pandemic and the 

lockdowns for almost a year now, 

with all the anxiety and stress that 

goes with it, with many losing so 

much. But there is light and 

welcome signs of new beginnings, 

the daily figures of new infections, 

hospital admissions and deaths are 

falling, and with the number of 

people being vaccinated rising, we 

have real hope. There has been 

some lifting of restrictions, little 

steps forward. Children from three 

to seven years of age can return to 

school, four people from two 

households can now exercise 

together, as I say little steps 

forward, hope! 

 

   March is a busy month, what 

with Lent, Saint David’s day, 

Mothering Sunday, Palm Sunday, 

the clocks going forward an hour, 

and looking forward to Holy Week 

and Easter. It is with this in mind 

and the fact that the Coronavirus 

and vaccination figures are going 

in the right direction, that the 

decision has been made to reopen 

Holy Cross for a 10.00am Sunday 

service beginning on the 7th of 

March. The same health and safety, 

and hygiene measures will be in 

place. If you would like to attend 

you will need to book a place with 

myself. Either phone me on 403957 

or email rev.hywel@outlook.com 

  

   Temptation is associated with 

Lent, with Jesus spending 40 days 

in the wilderness being tempted 

and tested by Satan and temptation 

can get the better of us. I was 

sitting watching a film with Sian 

and I noticed she had a bowl of 

peanuts on her lap. Temptation got 

the better of me and without 

asking I began to eat them, and in 

no time at all I had eaten them all. 

Feeling guilty I said to Sian “sorry 

I have eaten all of your peanuts”. 

She replied: “that’s okay Hywel, I 

have already sucked all the 

chocolate off of them”. 

 

   Let us, as we journey through 

Lent, continually remind ourselves 

that it offers us the assurance of 

sins forgiven, lives restored and 

new beginnings for us all. 

 

   God bless, with much love, your 

friend in Christ,  

 

Hywel. 

about:blank
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D ear Hywel, 

 

   In normal times, the parish 

family would have gathered to 

celebrate your special birthday. 

Thanks to lockdown, this is 

not possible, so we have 

had to think creatively - 

this is the outcome. 

 

   It was impossible to 

contact everybody, but on 

these pages are some of the 

words that your flock used 

when asked to describe you 

and your ministry. To 

encapsulate you in a few words 

was almost impossible! 

 

   Some years ago when Jonathan 

announced that he’d identified a 

perfect curate for Llwynderw, we 

could not have imagined a better 

person for the role - and at the time 

we had no idea that we would get 

two for the price of one. Thank you 

Sian! 

 

   In the following pages you’ll find  

words that people have sent in -  

 

they have not been edited and are 

a true reflection of Llwynderw’s 

appreciation of and love for you.  

 

“our treasured shepherd”  
 

“a perfect parish priest” 

 

“we are truly blessed”  
 

“first class priest, amazing 

pastoral visitor” 

 

“goes above & beyond 

what’s expected of him”  

 

“easy to talk to, will help anyone,  

friend to all” 

 

“there for us” 

 

“hard working” 

 

“always a sympathetic listener” 

 

“thought provoking ministry” 

 

“a great support” 
 

“goes the extra mile” 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, HYWEL 

Rev’d Biddy 
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“compassionate, caring”  
 

“a wonderful sense of fun”   

 

“his smile makes me smile; he 

brings me joy”  

 

“smiling, empathetic, fun”  
 

“a smile which brightens the 

day” 

 

“hard working, helpful, 

humble, humorous” 

 

“comforting & friendly”  
 

“helpful & considerate”  
 

“genuine & caring” 
 

“very caring” 

 

“a very kind man”  
 

“selfless, sincere” 

 

“warm, encouraging, down-to-

earth”  
 

“kind, genuine, a good man”  
 

“gives of his time sacrificially”“ 

 

“kindness on 2 chubby legs”  
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“contributing to God’s kingdom 

here on earth” 

 

“caring, attentive, affectionate and 

enthusiastic”  

 

“sense of humour”  

 

“enters into everything with 

tremendous enthusiasm” 

 

“outstanding pastoral skills”   

 

“man of God”  

 

“a wonderful pastor” 

 

   Hywel, if we have embarrassed 

you we apologise. There are 

several recurring themes in this 

tribute, but one thing stands  

out. Your ministry is multi-faceted  

and the people of Llwynderw are 

the grateful beneficiaries. 

 

   Thank you for who you are and 

for all you do.  

 

   Happy birthday and  much love 

to you and Sian from everyone in 

the Parish of Llwynderw. 

 

Biddy 
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ON THE MOVE 

Sarah Harris 

I t only seems like yesterday that 

I arrived in the Parish of 

Llwynderw. In fact, it was 

September 2019. It hasn’t all gone 

exactly to plan! Pre Covid, I was 

privileged to take part in 

weddings and funerals, visits to 

parishioners in their homes or 

nursing homes, home 

communions, serving at the altar, 

reading, leading intercessions, 

preaching, chatting over a cuppa, 

praying together, Messy Church, 

Mothers Union, Open the Book, 

The Message Bus….hugs, laughter, 

singing!  

 

   The pandemic has meant that we 

have had to do things differently: 

telephone calls, Zoom meetings, 

lectures online, recorded services, 

‘virtual coffee mornings’, Zoom 

Morning Prayer. Although I have 

missed out on some aspects of my 

placement, it has been a steep and 

swift learning curve, particularly 

in terms of technology. I have 

certainly been forced out of my 

comfort zone.  

 

   The church family of Clyne and 

Holy Cross has been tremendously 

welcoming (and forgiving!) It has 

been lovely to get to know so 

many of you. Hywel has been an 

encouraging and inspirational 

mentor, teacher, and role model.  

 

   A few weeks ago, I was informed 

that, following my Ordination as 

Deacon, at Petertide this year, 

Archbishop John would like me to 

serve my curacy in Central 

Swansea (St. Mary’s, Christchurch, 

and St. John’s, Hafod). I feel 

honoured to be serving there but 

will miss all my friends in 

Llwynderw.  

 

   Please pray for Jeremy and me as 

we prepare for the next exciting 

(and slightly scary) chapter of our 

story. 

 

Sarah 
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HELPS TO WORSHIP AT HOME: 

MARCH - APRIL 

Canon Arthur 

+ IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON AND OF THE 

HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN 

 

Come, let us worship the Lord, our God and enter his gates with 

thanksgiving. 

 

 Come, let us worship the Lord, our God and enter his gates            

  with  thanksgiving. 

 As the deer longs for the water-brooks, 

 so longs my soul for you, O God. 

  

 My soul is athirst for God, athirst for the living God; 

 when shall I come to appear before the presence of God? 

 

 My tears have been my food day and night, 

 while all day long they say to me, 

    ‘Where now is your God?’ 

 

 I pour out my soul when I think on these things; 

 how I went with the multitude 

   and led them into the house of God. 

 

 With the voice of praise and thanksgiving, 

 among those who keep holy day. 

 

 Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? 

 and why are you so disquieted within me? 
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 Put your trust in God, 

 for I will give thanks to him, 

   who is the help of my countenance, and my God.   

 (from Psalm 42) 

 

  O God, as we come before your presence 

  satisfy the hearts of all who wait in hope for your coming; 

  fill our soul with streams of living water 

  as we place our hope in you; 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Where in our lives do we need God’s forgiveness? Pause for a moment and 

silently recall your sins and failures:  

 

Father of all, in our pride and weakness we have failed you 

and we are truly sorry. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our  

Saviour, who died for us, forgive us our sins and bind us to you 

with cords of compassion that we may once again walk 

in the light of your love. 

 

 

THE COLLECTS AND GOSPEL READINGS: 

 

LENT 2  (28th February) 

 

Almighty God, you show to those who are in error the light of your 

truth, that they may return to the way of righteousness: grant that all 

who are admitted to the fellowship of Christ’s religion, may reject those 

things that are contrary to their baptism and follow in the way of Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Gospel:  St Matthew 8: 31-38 
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LENT 3 (7th March) 

 

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went up with joy but first suffered 

pain and entered not into glory before he was crucified: mercifully grant 

that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the 

way of life and peace, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and 

lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God world 

without end. Amen. 

 

Gospel:  St John 2: 13-22 

 

 

LENT 4 (14th) – MOTHERING SUNDAY 

 

God of compassion, your Son, Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, shared the 

life of a home in Nazareth, and on the cross drew the whole human 

family to himself: strengthen us in our daily living that in joy and sorrow 

we may know the power of your presence to bind together and to heal, 

through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God world without end. Amen. 

 

Gospel: St John 19:25-27 

 

 

LENT 5 (21st) – PASSION SUNDAY 

 

Most merciful God, by the death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus 

Christ you delivered and saved the world; grant that by faith in him who 

suffered on the cross, we may triumph in the power of his victory, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 

 

Gospel: St John 12: 20-33 
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In this prayer we ask God to give us spiritually the same grace we share when 

we physically receive Holy Communion: 

 

 Take, Lord and receive all my liberty, 

 my memory, my understanding 

 and my entire will 

 and all I have and call my own. 

 You have given all to me. 

 To you, Lord, I return it. 

 Everything is yours; 

 do with it what you will. 

 Give me only your love and your grace - 

 that is enough for me. 

 

 

Loving God, you fill all things with a fullness and hope 

that we can never comprehend. Thank you for leading us 

into this time where more of reality is being revealed for all to see. 

We pray that you will take away our natural temptation 

for cynicism, denial, fear and despair. 

Help us to have the courage to awaken to greater truth, 

greater humility and greater care for one another. 

May we place our hope in what matters and what lasts, 

trusting in your eternal presence and love. 

Listen to our heart’s longing for the healing of our 

suffering world. 

We pray today for...... (add your own intentions) 

 

 

We offer our prayers with Jesus, our Lord as we say 

Our Father.......... 
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 Lord Jesus Christ, 

 you taught us to love our neighbour, 

 and to care for those in need 

 as if we were caring for you. 

 In this time of anxiety, give us strength 

 to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 

 and to assure the isolated 

 of your love, 

 for your name’s sake. Amen. 

 

 Creator of light 

 The blessing of light be upon us 

 The blessing of daylight 

 The blessing of sunlight 

 The blessing of Christ’s light 

 Scatter the darkness from before us 

 That we may walk as children of light 

A s the magazine is about to go to print, we have news of the 

Bishop’s Annual Lent Appeal - more information will come from Hywel 

in his weekly mailing, but please also see Bob’s note on page 21. For the 

moment, you would probably like to know which charities have been 

chosen this year: 

 

Hearing Dogs for Deaf People (Commended by Mrs Joanna Jones) 

Faith in Families (Committed to by the Bishop) 

Helping Our Homeless in Wales (Based in Llandrindod Wells, and 

commended by Rev’d Rachael Storer) 

St Madoc Christian Centre (Based on Gower, and commended by Rev’d 

Tim Ardouin) 

BISHOP’S LENT APPEAL 
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S t David is often shown with a 

dove on his shoulder. The bird 

symbolises the Holy Spirit which 

gave David the gift of eloquence as 

he preached the Good News of 

Christianity. 

 

   But although he was a great 

preacher, the message by which St 

David is most remembered is not a 

flowery piece of preaching but a 

simple statement about simplicity. 

It comes from his last sermon... 

 

   In his last sermon David told his 

monks to "do the little things, the 

small things you've seen me 

doing". 

 

   Archbishop Rowan Williams  

thinks that phrase resonates with  

 

modern people because... 

 

“...it reminds us that the primary 

things for us are the relationships 

around us, the need to work at 

what's under our hands, what's 

within our reach. 

 

“We can transform our domestic 

and our family relationships, our 

national life to some extent, if we 

do that with focus and 

concentration in the presence of 

God.” 

 
www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/

christianity/saints/david 

DAVID’S LAST MESSAGE 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
 
   At Rest 

   Gwen Wells 

   Prudence Rees  
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A GLOBAL LAMENT 

Peter Padley 

A CAUTIONARY CAROL 

based on verse 1 and chorus of 

SEE AMID THE WINTER’S SNOW 

usual tune, Humility by John Goss 
 

    See amid no Winter snow, 

    Global warming's made it go, 

    With no snow life's not the same, 

    Will ye snow come back again? 

    Hail and floods are now the norm, 

    Wail the atmosphere's new dawn, 

    At our peril more and more, 

    God's creation we ignore. 

AN IRISH PRAYER FOR ST PATRICK’S DAY 

M ay you always have 

A sunbeam to warm you, 

Good luck to charm you, 

And a sheltering angel 

So nothing can harm you. 

Laughter to cheer you, 

Faithful friends near you, 

And whenever you pray, 

Heaven to hear you. 

 

May your joys 

Be deep and many, 

May your heart 

be light and glad, 

May you have the best 

St. Patrick's Day 

That you have ever had.  
 

www.stresslesscountry.com 
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N urturing God, who gave us 

an example of unconditional love, 

we give thanks for our parents, 

families and friends. Thank you for 

those who care for us, who sit by 

quietly, supportively and let us 

make our own mistakes, who are 

willing to forgive and encourage 

us. 

 

   Loving God, we pray for those 

who find Mothering Sunday a 

difficult day, those who have had 

difficult experiences of their 

mother or father, or whose family 

life is full of conflict, bitterness and 

recrimination: assure them of your  

 

 

love and bring them peace. 

 

   Empathetic God, we pray for 

those who find Mothering Sunday 

difficult because they have lost a 

child, or because they are unable to 

have much-wanted children. 

We pray for those who struggle to 

bring up children alone. 

 

   Loving God, whose son died  

on a cross, be with all those who 

need you and assure them of your  

love. 

 

   Caring God, we pray for those 

throughout the world who live in 

conditions like those experienced 

by the prodigal son when he lost 

his money; those who do not 

have enough water or food or 

shelter; those whose children die 

of starvation. 

 

   Show us how to care. Amen 

 
www.mothersunion.org/mothering-

Sunday-resources 

A PRAYER FOR MOTHERING SUNDAY 
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  We see so little, stayed on surfaces, 

  We calculate the outside of all things, 

  Preoccupied with our own purposes 

  We miss the shimmer of the angels’ wings. 

  They coruscate around us in their joy, 

  A swirl of wheels and eyes and wings unfurled; 

  They guard the good we purpose to destroy, 

  A hidden blaze of glory in God’s world. 

  But on this day a young girl stopped to see 

  With open eyes and heart. She heard the voice -  

  The promise of his glory yet to be 

  As time stood still for her to make a choice. 

  Gabriel knelt and not a feather stirred. 

  The Word himself was waiting on her word. 

 

A sonnet by Malcolm Guite  

from his book ‘Sounding the Seasons’ 

THE ANNUNCIATION 
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A s I write, the sky is grey, and 

it is pouring with rain – I can’t 

even see the sea, let alone Port 

Talbot! However, we know that 

bad weather is only ever 

temporary, and already the spring 

flowers are making their 

appearance in Clyne Gardens, and 

along the sea front -  surely these 

herald  strong grounds for 

optimism about the future, which I 

truly believe we can now face with 

well founded confidence and 

hope. 

 

   In Wales, our Vaccination rate is 

now the best in the UK, and some 

33% of our population has 

received at least the first 

vaccination, the Infection Rate is 

falling consistently, the R rate/

number is below 1 and, mercifully, 

the Covid death rate continues to 

fall. There is further good news, in 

that Hywel has announced that 

Sunday Worship will recommence 

at Holy Cross on Sunday 7th March 

– all in all therefore, in this part of 

Swansea, we are truly blessed. At 

the same time, of course, we  

 

continue to remember those 

people who, for whatever reason, 

are not so fortunate, and our 

continued support of the Food 

Bank is but one tangible example 

of this. 

 

   Sincere thanks to those of you 

that responded so quickly to 

Hywel’s request for Donations to 

support the initiative to provide all 

our Messy Church children with a 

‘Real’ Easter Egg – your generosity 

is much appreciated! Apart from 

helping the children to appreciate 

the real meaning of Easter, it will 

also remind them that they have 

not been forgotten, albeit that 

Messy Church has not taken place 

for some 12 months! Our grateful 

thanks to Felicity Barrow for 

making the arrangements. 

 

   Turning now to other financial 

matters, can I again thank those of 

you that continue to send money 

in respect of regular giving, which 

helps me to try to ‘balance the 

books’!   Now that we have a date 

for re-starting Sunday Worship, I  

SPRING IS IN THE AIR…. 

Bob Wigley 
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FAIR TRADE FORTNIGHT 

22nd February - 7th March 2021 

GLOBAL LAMENT 

Peter Padley 

M illions of people across the 

globe who provide us with our 

food and fashion are on the front 

line of the climate emergency. 

They’re trapped in an unfair 

trading system that will only drive 

us further into crisis. But crucially,  

together, we can still win a better  

future.  

 

   Fairtrade is more than a Mark on  

 

a product. It’s a call for change. Do 

check out the website. It is the duty 

of everyone to understand the 

stark reality of climate change, 

which disproportionately affects 

the poorest in the world, to 

understand our part in the crisis 

and how we can live more 

responsibly to reduce our own 

impact.  

www.fairtrade.org.uk 

will post/deliver envelope sets to 

those of you that usually worship 

at Clyne Chapel, and have not 

transferred to Bankers’ Order – 

Carole Taylor is undertaking a 

similar exercise at Holy Cross!  Its 

still not too late to transfer – I will 

be delighted to hear from you! 

 

   Finally, how do we give to the 

Bishop’s Lent Appeal - see page 

15 for details of the Charities:-  

*  If you already Gift Aid your 

giving to Clyne Chapel or Holy 

Cross, and wish your donation to 

include Gift Aid, please send your 

cheque, payable to Parish of 

Llwynderw,  to me, with a note 

‘Lent Appeal – Gift Aid’.  (The 

Bishop’s Office is not able to claim 

Gift Aid). 

*  If you do not wish/are not able 

to add Gift Aid, please send your 

cheque, payable to Bishop of 

Swansea & Brecon (Emergency) 

direct to Ely Tower, Castle 

Square, Brecon, LD3 9DJ. 

*  Non Gift Aid cash donations can 

of course be placed in a plain 

envelope, marked ‘Lent Appeal’ 

and  dropped in the ‘plate’. 

 

   If you have any queries about 

this, please have a word with me. 

 

   Best wishes, Bob 
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FAMOUS CHRISTIAN CHORAL MUSIC 

Les Ryan 

J 
oseph Haydn (1732-1809) spent 

most of his working life as court 

composer to the wealthy Princes of 

Esterházy at their palace in rural 

Hungary. Its isolation, said Haydn, 

forced him to become original with 

his music. He befriended Mozart 

and for a short time taught 

Beethoven. Haydn never married. 

At Esterházy Haydn was in charge 

of the palace orchestra and a group 

of professional singers which 

presented concerts, chamber 

recitals and operas for the Princes 

on an almost daily basis. It was a 

superb opportunity for the 

composer. He even negotiated a 

salary that included bottles of the 

finest red wine from Spain!  

Once, when the orchestra was due 

its annual summer holiday Haydn 

reminded Prince Nikolaus with a 

performance of the ‘Farewell’ 

Symphony. During the final slow 

section (adagio) each musician in 

turn stops, snuffs out the candle on 

the music stand and leaves so that, 

at the end only Haydn and one  

 

violinist were left! The plan 

worked! 

 

   In 1790, a new prince at the 

palace decided on immediately 

reducing the musical establishment 

which meant much less work for 

Haydn. However, it was the start 

of a new and important period for 

58 year old Haydn. He twice 

travelled to England and presented 

concerts at Oxford and London. 

Charles Burney reviewed the first 

concert: “Haydn himself presided at 

the piano-forte; and the sight of that 

renowned composer so electrified the 

audience, as to excite an attention and 

a pleasure superior to any that had 

ever been caused by instrumental 

music in England.”  

 

   During his London visits Haydn 

heard Handel’s oratorio ‘Messiah’. 

The music really impressed him 

and Haydn resolved to write 

something similar that celebrated 

the Genesis account of the creation 

of the world.  By 1799 he had  

4. The Creation by Haydn 
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completed the music for choir, 

soloists and orchestra describing 

the creation of the world up to the 

idyllic Garden of Eden. 

The work begins with the 

orchestra playing Haydn’s 

representation of chaos in the 

cosmos before the exultant chorus 

‘Let there be light’. Later in the 

work we hear the composer’s witty 

and vivid illustrations of God’s 

creatures from whales, turtle 

doves, sheep, worms and insects. 

 

   The soloists represent archangels 

Raphael, Uriel, Gabriel and in the 

third part represent Adam and 

Eve. With an eye to promoting 

sales of his music, the words of the 

oratorio were printed in both 

English and German. Haydn set  

 

 

 

 

 

 

out to create a big impression with 

the oratorio. His orchestra at the 

premiere numbered around 120 

players and there were 60 singers. 

So successful was the music that it 

was performed 40 times during 

Haydn’s lifetime. 

 

   The oratorio is structured in 

three parts. The first deals with the 

creation of light, heaven and earth, 

sun and moon, land and water, 

and plants. The second treats the 

creation of animals, and of man 

and woman. The final part 

describes Adam and Eve during 

their happy time in the Garden of 

Eden, portraying an idealized love 

in harmony with God’s  "new 

created world”. 
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I  was brought up to believe that 

giving up something during Lent 

would be good for my soul. 

However, I’m not sure I ever made 

it through the 40 days! But did my 

half-hearted effort really do 

anything for the state of my soul? 

I’m not sure. Did it concentrate my 

mind on Jesus’ wilderness 

experience and his ultimate 

sacrifice for me? Possibly, in my 

subconscious! 

 

   Giving up something is just one 

part of the sacrifice, as Bishop John 

explained in his Lent message. The 

other part is to put aside the 

money saved to donate to a good 

cause. This would then be a true 

sacrifice, give a much greater sense 

of purpose, and have a positive 

outcome.  

 

   But Bishop John encourages us to 

take another course of action for 

Lent by taking something up, so 

using the time in a positive way to 

deepen our faith. He talks  

about spending time reading 

scripture and reflecting on God’s  

 

call on our lives of discipleship.  

 

   I want to share an episode in my 

life that goes some way to 

explaining what that might mean.    

Some years ago, during Lent, I was 

reflecting on a passage of scripture 

when I became aware of  a voice 

urging me to put right a wrong 

that I had been involved in. 

 

   Several years earlier I had a 

disagreement with a neighbour. 

Well, I confess, it was more than a 

disagreement because I lost my 

temper. The reason for the temper 

is unimportant, but the outcome is. 

The result of the argument was the 

start of a ‘cold war’ between us. 

We didn’t speak again and 

avoided each other. I put the 

episode behind me and justified 

my actions by assuming the moral 

high ground!  

 

  Back to my reflection. The voice I 

thought I was hearing was 

persistent and I slowly realized 

that it had to be Jesus telling me 

that I had to put things right. 

SEEK PEACE AND PURSUE IT 

Rev’d Biddy  
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The only way things could be 

settled was for me to ask 

forgiveness - not tomorrow or next 

year, but now! I prayed that if I 

had heard the voice right, that 

Jesus would make it impossible for 

me to wriggle out of the task.  

 

  Jesus did just what I had asked! 

Again the details aren’t important. 

Suffice to say that I found myself in 

a position where I could hardly 

ignore the person standing right in 

front of me. Yes, I could have side 

stepped, continuing our uneasy 

silence, but I didn’t feel able to side 

step Jesus. 

 

   For years I had avoided asking 

forgiveness. Correction - for years I 

had avoided admitting that I 

needed forgiveness! Why? Pride? 

Pig-headedness? Yes, there were 

issues on both sides, but I had 

assumed the moral high ground. 

Was I arrogant? Probably. But I 

gained nothing. Rather I lost a 

friendship and also my peace.  

 

   My neighbour has never actually 

said ‘I forgive you’ but we do now 

enjoy an amiable relationship and I 

am at peace. 

 

   This is just one very small 

example of hearing God’s call. Yes 

we have all sinned and must ask or 

offer forgiveness.  We have all been 

forgiven, totally, through Jesus’ 

sacrifice on the Cross. But that 

doesn’t give us a free pass - rather 

it places the onus on us to offer 

that same forgiveness to those we 

have hurt in some way.    

 

   I quote Rick Warren who said: 

“you know, when you’ve 

experienced grace and you feel like 

you’ve been forgiven, you’re a lot 

more forgiving of other people. 

You’re a lot more gracious to 

others.”   
 

   St Paul wrote in his letter to the 

church at Colossae: "Bear with 

each other and forgive one another 

if any of you has a grievance 

against someone. Forgive as the 

Lord forgave you."  

 

   I wish you all a thoughtful and 

fruitful Lent. 

 

With every blessing, Biddy 
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A surprisingly wide range of 

goods and services 

We don’t just deliver 

newspapers! 

 

Joff, Wendy & the staff 

Telephone:401689  

 
 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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please contact the Editor 

Details on page 4 
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Looking for a friendly, reliable 
cleaning  
service? 

 
 

Call us now on: 
01792 448721 

 
 

www.glowhomeservices.co.uk 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

Contact Andrew, Dafydd, 

Rachel or Lauren 
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• All aspects of Home and Grounds Maintenance 

• Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 

• Painting and Decorating Service 

• All projects Fully Managed 

• Free Estimates and all Work Fully Insured 

 

 Mike Timbrell 07813 055357   

 down2earthltd@icloud.com 

DOWN 2 EARTH 

PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LTD 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

THIS SPACE HAS BEEN RESERVED 
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West Cross 
Dental Practice 
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West Cross 
Swansea 
SA3 5HA 
Telephone:  404405  

Andrew Llewellyn BDC 
NHS, Private & Denplan 

MUSIC TUITION 
 

Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute 
& Theory of Music 

 
 

Nick Kiley 
BA (Hons) PGDip (RNCM) PGCE 
 
 
 

Telephone:  
07929 009772 

 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

To enquire about advertising costs please contact the Editor 

Details on page 4 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

 

Call Adel on 07511 939603 
 

ATTICWARDROBE.COM 

H 
 

HERITAGE 
 

CARPET & FLOORING LTD 
 

Specialists in carpet, wood, 
laminate & vinyl 

 

 
422 Gower Road, Killay,  

Swansea, SA2 7AJ 
 

Tel/Fax: 01792 202 021 
 

www.heritagecarpetandflooring.com 
Advertising costs start at £20  

per annum 
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