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THE PARISH OF LLWYNDERW 
Holy Cross Church & Clyne Chapel, Swansea,  

in the Mumbles Ministry Area 

CLERGY 
The Reverend Hywel D Griffiths 

(Priest-in-Charge) 
23, Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, Swansea, SA3 5DE 

Telephone: 01792 403957              Email: rev.hywel@outlook.com 

The Venerable Jonathan B Davies B.Th 
(Archdeacon of Gower) 

The Vicarage, Fairwood Road, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5JP 
Telephone & Fax: 01792 512747                 Email: ven.jbd@sky.com 

The Reverend Biddy M S Wigley 
(Assistant Curate) 

5, Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 
Telephone: 01792 405404                Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH 

Sunday 8.00am 
9.30am 
11.00am 

 Holy Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
 

Clyne Chapel 
Holy Cross 
Clyne Chapel 

Wednesday 10.30am  Holy Eucharist Clyne Chapel 

 

Thursday 10.00am  Holy Eucharist St Faith’s Chapel 

 

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,  
of the names of those who are sick. 

The Chapel of St Faith is open throughout the day  
for Foodbank drop-offs only. 

Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with  
 The Reverend Hywel Griffiths 

 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion  
of the sick or infirm at any time.  

 

The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing. 

WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS 

Fridays  9.30am - 12noon   Community Art Class  

Sundays  2.00pm - 4.30pm Ariosa Singers & Mumbles Voices  
Rehearse with Les & Penny Ryan 
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READER 

Dr Felicity Padley 32 Fernhill Close,  Blackpill                                                                                                
E: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 

LAY WORSHIP TEAM 
Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Felicity Padley, Esther Searle 

PAROCHIAL OFFICERS 

Parish Wardens 
Vicar’s Warden 

 
 

People’s Warden 

 
Mrs Lesley Morris  
65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty, SA2 8EW 
 
Miss Kate Richard 
6 Ffynone Close, Uplands, SA1 6DA 

 
Tel: 514769 

 
 

Tel: 642297 
  

PCC Secretary 
  
 
PCC Treasurer 

Dr Felicity Padley 
32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill, SA3 5BX 
 
Mr Bob Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, SA3 5HW 

Tel: 402437 
 
 

Tel: 405404 

Parish Organist Mr Leslie Ryan, BA (hons mus), 
LCCMD, AWCCM, CertEd (Wales) 
43 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, SA3 5DB 

Tel: 406062 

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL 
 

can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions 
 

Contact:  The Reverend Hywel Griffiths  
Telephone: 403957 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Mondays at 3.15pm 
Eden Bus, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Sundays at 4.00pm 

Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday 
Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080 

Film Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512 

Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders:  
Hazel Somers: 401705 & Elaine Griffiths: 208269 

Get Crafty Group 
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Contributions for the MARCH 2021 issue  
to be received no later than 

Thursday 18th February 2021 
 

for publication on Sunday 28th February 2021 
   

Rev’d Biddy Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 

 

Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

IN THIS ISSUE . . . . . . . 

5. Change is in the Air 
7. Family News 
10. My journey to Citizenship 
12. Books for Lent 
13. Helps to Worship at Home 
17. Support for Welsh Charities 
18. Thank You 
19. Happy New Year? 
22. Embrace Lecture 
23. Lent Study Course 
24. The Real Easter Egg 
25. Mothers’ Union 
28. Famous Christian Choral Music 
29. Parish Register 
30. The Perfect Globe 
32. Walk in Love 
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CHANGE IS IN THE AIR 

Rev’d Hywel 

I  am writing this with the light 

fading, the wind howling and the 

rain lashing against the window in 

the throes of storm Christoph. It 

may be a new year, but it feels very 

much a case of tell me the old, old 

story. The weather is really bad, we 

are back in lockdown, the slogan 

‘Stay home, Protect the NHS, Save 

lives’ has reappeared, if we can, we 

should work from home and 

should only go out for essential 

supplies of food and medicines and 

oh yes exercise! 

 

   February is considered the last 

month of winter, with March the 

beginning of spring. February is a 

funny old month. Statistics suggest 

that for many of us, February is a 

month when we feel a little down 

in the dumps. Rates of depression 

are apparently higher and many of 

us just battle on trying to get 

through another cold winter 

month, after the highs of Christmas 

and the New Year, although this 

Christmas and New Year were a 

great deal different with the  

 

current Covid pandemic. 

 

   But in February things do start to 

change, although the daylight 

hours still seem short, with dark 

evenings and mornings, as the 

Earth’s orbit is slowly turning us 

back to the light. 

 

So thinking more positively, the 

days are lengthening, mornings 

and evenings are a little lighter, 

and the bulbs are sending their 

shoots up to break through the soil. 

If we are lucky, we might even get 

to see a bud or two. Even though 

we do not see as much of the sun 

during the winter months that does 

not mean that it is not there, as just 

like Jesus it is a constant light in 

our lives. 

 

   In the Church calendar, February 

begins with the feast of ‘the 

Presentation of Christ in the 

Temple’ - Candlemas. The Gospel 

narrative from Luke set for this 

carries a significant theme of 

change. If Mary and Joseph, or us,  
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were in any doubt about the kind 

of change that their new Son might 

bring into their lives, our lives and 

the world, all uncertainty is 

banished when they take Jesus for 

purification at the Temple and the 

priest Simeon says, ‘This child is 

destined for the falling and rising 

of many. And a sword will pierce 

your own soul too.’ Jesus, the light 

of the world, the very essence of 

God, brings his light to the darkest 

places, dark places within us and 

within our world. 

 

  It is in this light of Jesus that we 

can see change and have hope in 

moving forward this February. 

One of the biggest changes we are 

currently witnessing is in the fight 

against the Covid-19 virus with the 

vaccine. We have hope in this 

vaccine and can see the positive 

effect it is having, there is light to 

be seen at the end of the tunnel. 

Many of you have already had the 

vaccination and many more of you 

are booked in to have the 

vaccination. This is real hope, real 

change in going forward, and we 

give thanks to God for all those 

who have worked to bring us the 

vaccine. 

 

   February is a month when 

changes start to take place, so let us 

too prepare for the changes to 

come. Changes born with the 

coming of the light. Changes that 

might just bring us into a new way 

of looking at ourselves and the 

world. 

 

   There are no certainties in life, 

except the sureness of God. God, 

like the sun, is always stable and 

unchanging. If we can put our 

trust in him, we will be rooted in 

an eternal stability that is only 

found in him. 

 

   I came across this piece by Scott 

Hafemann which I would like to 

share with you: 

“In the midst of an ever-changing 

world, the good news is that the 

life of faith is anchored by the 

power, provisions and promises of 

God. Circumstances may change, 

but the future is as sure as the 

character of God  himself. No 

matter what happens, those who 

trust in God hope in his Word.” 

 

   I will leave you with this: 

Can’t sleep? Don’t count sheep, 

talk to the shepherd. 

 

   God bless, with much love, your 

friend in Christ, Hywel. 



7  

A n update on our friend John 

Jones. 

 

   I have been keeping in touch 

with Susan one of John’s daughters 

and recently received an email 

from her with an update on how 

John is keeping. 

 

   John is now living with his other 

daughter Helen in the beautiful 

county of Dorset and is being well 

looked after by Helen, along with 

the extra help of carers, as he is 

anaemic, the result of which is 

making him weak and very tired. 

Sadly John’s hearing has 

deteriorated further, but the family 

is in the process of trying to get his 

hearing aids upgraded. 

 

   John still enjoys the snooker on 

TV and nice food treats!! John as 

always enjoyed his food, when I 

used to do his shopping I used to 

say to Sian, “I think I will go and 

live with John, he eats better than I 

do.” 

 

   I know that you, along with Sian  

 

and me, wish John all the very best 

and that we will keep him in our 

thoughts and prayers. 

 

   Val Pitt, who will be 

remembered by many in the 

parish, died on 28th December 

after a short illness. One of nine 

children, she had a happy 

childhood despite the depression 

and contracting Diphtheria. She 

witnessed the Blitz before being 

evacuated to Five Roads. 

 

   After the war she met and 

married Dilwyn, a merchant 

seaman from Fishguard. They 

enjoyed 62 happy years together 

and were blessed with two 

children, Alan and Elaine, and 

later with grandchildren and great 

grandchildren. 

 

   Val was a member of MU for 60 

years, enjoyed the Cinema Club 

and was a good Bowls player 

winning a number of trophies. Full 

of fun, she enjoyed  the social life 

of the parish, as the photo overleaf 

shows. 

FAMILY NEWS 

Rev’ds Hywel & Biddy 
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   Val loved gathering with her 

family and will be greatly missed 

by her children and grandchildren, 

and by her surviving siblings, Jean, 

Albert and Lesley. 

 

   We send our loving sympathy to 

Alan, Elaine and all the family at 

this sad time. 

 

   We also remember Pauline Evans  

a faithful member of the 8.00am 

service, whose husband Hywel 

died recently. We send our loving 

sympathy to Pauline and her 

family as they come to terms with 

their loss at a particularly difficult 

time. 

   Since the last edition a number of 

parishioners have celebrated 

birthdays or anniversaries. In 

November Marjorie Griffiths was 

97. 

 

   In December Lionel Anthony was 

90, Barbara Hanney and Jean 

Natusch also celebrated their 

birthdays.  

 

   In January Bishop Tony Pierce 

was 80, Maryon Halliwell, Brenda 

Craven, Doreen Morris and Tony 

Hatton celebrated their birthdays. 

 

   Warm and belated 

congratulations to you all! 
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   If I have missed anyone I 

apologise - I can’t include people if 

no one tells me! I always remember 

Fr George who used to say ‘I’d 

rather be told six times than not at 

all!’ 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Who knew that on 

27th November Lesley 

and Barry Morris 

celebrated their Golden 

Wedding Anniversary? 

They were unable to 

have the family party 

they hoped for because 

of Covid-19, but Lesley 

has sent this lovely 

photo to mark the 

occasion. 

 

   Many congratulations 

to you both from your 

many friends in the 

parish - what an 

achievement! 

 

   Readers may like to know that 

Mair Kiley has recently moved 

from number 25 to number 13 

Folland Court. 

This will make 

life easier as she 

is now on the 

ground floor. 

The parish 

wishes you 

much happiness 

in your new 

home, Mair. 
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MY JOURNEY TO CITIZENSHIP 

Dirk De Neve 

I n 2014 I first came to Wales 

from Belgium after falling in love 

with a Welsh lady - I was hooked! 

Surely no problem at all, we are all 

European so I could stay as long as 

I wanted.  

 

   It was clear to me that after my 

marriage to Francesca in 

September 2015, I would spend the 

rest of my life in Wales. I wanted 

to become a British Citizen and I 

wanted to be a Welshman; 

Francesca’s patriotism was rather 

contagious!  

 

   As I was married to a British 

Citizen I needed to have lived for 3 

years in the UK before I could 

apply. I thought that time would 

pass quickly. But on 23rd June 

2016: Houston we have a 

problem!! Everything changed - I 

quickly looked at the new rules 

and regulations. 

 

   First, I needed to apply under the 

EU Settlement Scheme and get 

Limited Leave to Remain (LTR) in  

 

the United Kingdom (also called 

Pre-settlement status) for five 

years, as stipulated in the new 

Immigration Rules. This was 

granted to me on the 7th April 

2019. 

 

   Further investigation showed me 

that after this I needed to apply for 

Indefinite Leave to Remainin the 

United Kingdom or Settled status. 

I had to demonstrate that I had 

integrated into daily life in the UK. 

To check this I had to take 2 tests. 

A test about my general 

knowledge of the history of 

Britain, social events, law, etc. and 

an oral language test to see if I 

really could speak English! 

 

   The tests went well and on the 

23rd March 2020 I was granted 

Settled status. As an aside, I have 

just noticed this date was 

lockdown in the UK! So far so 

good and until now the cost had 

been minimal; only a small fee for 

the 2 tests. 

 



11  

   Third step Citizenship (getting 

closer!). Since I was granted Settled 

status, married a British Citizen 

and lived for 5 years in the UK, I 

could now apply for British 

Citizenship. 

 

   This was quite straightforward. 

Just apply online, pay a (quite 

hefty) contribution, and look for 2 

references (Bob and Hywel were 

so generous to confirm that I was a 

good boy, and no bribery was 

involved!) 

 

   And hooray! On the 27th July 

2020 I had the confirmation letter 

from the Home Office that I was 

granted British Citizenship. 

 

   One more step to go: attend a 

British Citizenship ceremony, 

which took place on the 22nd 

November in the Neath Port 

Talbot registry office. I had the 

moral support of Francesca and 

Tom. I had to say the oath of 

allegiance, and pledge my loyalty 

to the Queen and country. 

The ceremony ended with singing 

the National Anthems. I sang 

together with Francesca and with 

much gusto, especially the Welsh 

one! 

 

   No one can say anymore that I’m 

a foreigner, no, I’m an honorary 

Welshman now and proud of it. 

 

   And Wales is proud to welcome you 

as one of their own!  

CHOICES WE MAKE 
 

“What are your choices?  
For whom are your choices?  

 
Not just for yourself. Choose now whom you will serve, and that choice 
is going to affect the next generation, and the next generation and the 
next. Choice never affects one single person alone. It goes on and on 
and the effect goes into geography and history. You are part of history 
and your choices become part of history.  
 

Edith Schaffer 
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BOOKS FOR LENT 

Canon Arthur 

Here are some suggestions for Lent reading. All books can be obtained 

online from Amazon.com or Eden Books.com 

 

LENT FOR EVERYONE by Tom Wright (A Lent devotional book 

following St Mark’s Gospel) £8.99 

 

THY WILL BE DONE by Stephen Cherry (A Lent guide with a focus on 

the Lord’s Prayer in 36 short readings) £7.99 

 

LIVING HIS STORY by Hannah Steele (The Archbishop of 

Canterbury’s Lent Book for 2021 exploring evangelism in a new light) 

£7.99 

 

OPENING OUR LIVES by Tristan Owain Hughes (A Vicar in Cardiff 

challenges us to open our eyes to God’s presence) £8.09 

 

PRAYERS OF JESUS by Amy Boucher Pye (Encounter Jesus through the 

prayers that shaped Christianity)  £5.97 

 

A LITTLE BOOK OF LENT by Canon Arthur Howells (Still in print at a 

reduced price!)  £3.74 

 

The BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP publishes a variety of Daily Bible 

Studies. Please contact Esther Searle for details. (402045). 

“This year, it would be great to move Lent away from simply being  

a time to ‘give up’ things to being a time to ‘open up’ – as we  

open up our own lives, as well as the lives of those around us,  

to God’s peace, hope, joy and compassion.” 
 

Trystan Owain Hughes 
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HELPS TO WORSHIP AT HOME: 

JANUARY-FEBRUARY           

Canon Arthur 

+  In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

(Pause for a moment and remember God’s presence. You are coming to him and 

you will meet him in worship and prayer.) 

 

Loving God, 

  we seek your presence 

  in the silence beyond words, 

  looking to you for comfort, 

  strength, protection and reassurance, 

  breathing with gratitude, 

  holding on to hope. 

  Trusting with faith that you are still God 

  in the midst of the turmoil  

  and that your love reaches 

  to the ends of the earth. 

  Be present with us now 

  as we come to worship you 

  Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

Think for a moment of all those things you have to be thankful for then say (or 

sing): 

 Now thank we all our God 

 with heart and hands and voices, 

 who wondrous things hath done, 

 in whom this world rejoices: 

 who from our mother’s arms 

 hath blessed us on our way 

 with countless gifts of love, 

 and still is ours today. 
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Where in our lives do we need God’s forgiveness? Silently recall your sins and 

failures. 

 

 Father of all, in our pride and our weakness we have failed you 

 and we are truly sorry. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our 

 Saviour, who died for us, forgive us our sins and bind us to you 

 with cords of compassion that we may once again walk in 

 the light of your love. 

 

 Our Father..... 

 

THE COLLECTS AND GOSPEL READINGS: 

 

PRESENTATION OF CHRIST – CANDLEMASS  (31ST January) 

 

Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, your 

beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple in 

substance of our flesh: grant that we may be presented to 

you with pure and clean hearts by your Son Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit one God world without end. Amen. 

 

Gospel:  St Luke 2:  22-40 

 

CREATION SUNDAY  (7th February) 

 

Creator God, in the beginning you commanded the light 

to shine out of darkness: we pray that the light of the 

glorious gospel of Christ may dispel the darkness of 

ignorance and unbelief, shine into the hearts of all people, 

and reveal the knowledge of your glory in the face of 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit one God world without end. Amen. 

 

Gospel:  St John 1: 1-14 
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TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY  (14th February) 
 

Almighty Father, your Son was revealed in majesty before he suffered 

death on the cross: give us grace to perceive his glory, 

that we may be strengthened to suffer with him and be 

changed into his likeness from glory to glory, who is 

alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Gospel:  St Mark 9: 2-9 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY (17th February) 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you have made 

and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: 

create and make in us new and contrite hearts that we 

worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 

wretchedness, may receive from you, the God of all 

mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God world without end. 

Amen. 
 

Gospel:  St John 8: 1-11 
 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT (21ST February) 
 

Almighty God, your Son, Jesus Christ, fasted forty days and forty nights 

in the wilderness, and was tempted as we are, yet 

without sin: give us grace to discipline ourselves in 

obedience to your Spirit, and as you know our weakness 

so may we know your power to save; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God world without end. Amen. 
 

Gospel:  St Mark 1: 9-15 
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O may this bounteous God 

through all our life be near us, 

with ever joyful hearts 

and blessèd peace to cheer us; 

and keep us in his grace, 

and guide us when perplexed, 

and free us from all ills 

in this world and the next. 

 

In this prayer we ask God to give us spiritually the same grace we share when 

we physically receive Holy Communion: 

 

Lord, I am giving you worship with all my life 

I am giving you love with all my heart 

I am giving you my being with all my mind 

I am giving you my soul, most high and holy God.  

Lord Jesus, I thank you for giving yourself to me, 

for your grace to strengthen me 

and your love to uphold me. 

 

Now you may like to pray for all those people and situations you wish to bring 

before the Lord – the world, praying for peace; the Church here and everywhere; 

Your loved ones. Those who are separated from each other because of the virus. 

Those who put their lives at risk to care for others. The sick at home or in 

hospital and your departed loved ones and friends, giving thanks for the hope 

that the vaccine brings. 

 

Christ has no body on earth but yours 

No hands but yours 

No feet but yours 

Yours are the eyes through which Christ’s 

compassion is to look out for the world 

Yours are the feet with which he is to go about 

doing good 

Yours are the hands with which he will bless us now. 
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

SUPPORT FOR WELSH CHARITIES 

T he Moondance Foundation 

Covid-19 relief fund has 

earmarked an additional £10 

million in 2021 to distribute to 

Welsh charities and organisations 

who are supporting those 

struggling as a direct result of 

Covid. 

 

   Diane Engelhardt, Chair of 

Moondance said, “2020 has been a 

difficult year for so many people in 

Wales. When the pandemic hit, we 

immediately wanted to help and 

launched a Covid-19 Relief Fund. 

Since March 2020, 

we have donated £7.5 million 

to over 800 charities and  

 

organisations in Wales but there is 

still much to be done. 

 

   “The impact of Covid-19 is set to 

continue well in 2021 as lockdowns 

continue, unemployment rises and 

the enormous task of protecting 

the population through vaccination 

is in a full-on race against the rise 

in coronavirus cases.” 

 

   Charities or organisations that 

are making a genuine and valuable 

contribution to those most affected 

by the pandemic should 

visit moondancefoundation.org.uk

/c19fund  

 

https://churchinwales.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6725f74d347693ce177491953&id=5eac5c77ad&e=02ac6c1fe8
https://churchinwales.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6725f74d347693ce177491953&id=5eac5c77ad&e=02ac6c1fe8
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THANK YOU 
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A HAPPY NEW YEAR? 

Bob Wigley 

W hen I wrote in November 

last year, for the December 

magazine, I started by reflecting on 

the First Minister’s quiet optimism 

that things were moving slowly in 

the right direction, we were back in 

Church, albeit under appropriate 

restrictions, and we were looking 

forward with hope for the future.  

 

   Sadly, as things have transpired, 

this was a ‘false dawn’, and as we 

approached Christmas, with a new 

variant of Covid-19 starting to 

spread, and the infection rate 

rising, Hywel had no option but to 

cancel our Christmas services, and 

as I write, Holy Cross remains 

closed. However, in the last few 

weeks,  whilst tragically the Covid 

death toll in England and Wales is 

at its highest since the pandemic 

began, there have been grounds for 

a modicum of optimism  in that the 

infection rate in Wales has been 

slowly but steadily falling, and 

after a slow start, the Vaccination 

programme is gathering pace. Let 

us all hope that this is not another 

‘false dawn’, that these crucial  

 

trends continue to move in the 

right direction, and when the time 

is right, lockdown measures can be 

eased, and we can look forward to 

a return to Church. 

 

   In the December magazine, I also 

referred to our annual Charitable 

Giving, and we are all aware of the 

financial problems that Charities 

faced in 2020. It is therefore heart-

warming, if not surprising, to 

receive letters of sincere 

appreciation, and I have 

reproduced below some snippets 

from the thank you letters I have 

received so far. Whilst, for obvious 

reasons,  we cannot be out and 

about in the Community as much 

as we have hitherto, our Charitable 

Donations are tangible evidence of 

the Church in action, helping those 

less fortunate than ourselves, and 

at a time when our own income is 

under pressure. Thank you all for 

your continued support, which, as 

you can see, is so much 

appreciated by the recipients. 

 

   Finally, as always, I am here to  
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help in any matters relative to your 

regular Giving to Clyne Chapel or 

Holy Cross. Those of you that are 

still in the Envelope Scheme, and 

are using the envelopes  will have 

noticed that the last envelope in 

your ‘set’ is that for Sunday 31st 

January. For those of you that wish 

to remain in that scheme, Carole 

Taylor at Holy Cross, and I at 

Clyne will make arrangements to 

get new ‘sets’ to you for the year 

commencing on Sunday 7th 

February. Having said that, this 

would be a great time to transfer to 

a Standing Order if you can – 

please have a word with me if you 

have any residual concerns, or if 

you would like me to make the 

arrangements for you. 

 

   I do hope that you all had a 

blessed and enjoyable, albeit very 

different Christmas – for Biddy 

and me, it was the first Christmas 

we have ever spent alone since we 

met in 1965! However, like many 

of you I am sure, we were able to 

‘spend time’ with our family and 

grandchildren via WhatsApp 

video – although technology gets a 

lot of ‘bad press’, much of it 

justified, it can also be a force for 

good, and I have no doubt it has 

been a ‘lifesaver’ for many people 

during the lockdowns. 

 

   Biddy joins me in sending you all 

our very best wishes for a Happy 

and Covid-free New Year – please 

keep safe! 

 

Bob 

 

   Opposite, I have included some 

short extracts from the ‘Thank You 

letters’ I have received so far in 

response to our Parish Annual 

Charitable Giving – you can see 

how much it means to the 

recipients. 

 

   And finally, time for a laugh! 

 

   After a Sunday service at a 

church not a million miles from 

here, one parishioner observed to 

another:- 

“I hear we’re looking for a new 

Treasurer” 

The response from the second 

parishioner was:- 

“I thought we had a new 

Treasurer” 

“Yes” said the first parishioner  

“That’s the one we’re looking for!” 

 

Keep smiling! 

Bob 
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“I am delighted to be able to acknowledge the ongoing generosity of the 

parish and express my warmest thanks for another generous gift. Please 

be kind enough to express my thanks to the Parochial Church Council 

and the wider community in the parish.” Archbishop John 

 
“A donation like yours means that at home and across the world, we’re 

able to connect people to the word of God through translation, 

distribution, engagement and advocacy.” Bible Society 

 
“Your generosity will have a huge impact on the lives of many people in 

desperate need...we want to say a huge thank you for all that you do 

through your gifts, your time and your prayers.” Embrace 

 
“Your donation helped make it possible for us to serve a takeaway 

Christmas dinner with all the trimmings to 106 guests and deliver a 

further 60 meals to people in supported accommodation and unable to 

travel. Your donation was essential in making people feel special and 

loved this Christmas.” Matthew’s House 

 
“Thank you for your kind donation...Thank you for making sure our 

centre will always be there for everyone who needs us.” Maggies 

 
“Thank you for your generous donation which will be put to good use 

supporting families and children affected by cancer who are currently 

facing even more stresses and fears due to the pandemic.” Kids Cancer 

Charity 

 
“This year has been a very testing one for us as the demand for our 

expertise has increased due to the Covid situation…..It is thanks to the 

support we receive from good people like yourselves that we have been 

able to support our staff in training and upskilling to cope with the 

changes in the delivery of our care.” Tŷ Olwen Trust  
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E mbrace the Middle East 

(formerly known as Biblelands) is 

one of the charities which 

Llwynderw Parochial Church 

Council has chosen to support 

financially.  Embrace’s mission is 

to partner with Middle East 

Christians as they bring healing 

and hope to all who face poverty 

and injustice. 

 

   The speaker this year is the 

writer and broadcaster John 

McCarthy, following on from his 

2012 acclaimed book You Can’t 

Hide the Sun – A journey through 

Israel and Palestine. 

The event will be broadcast at the 

following times: 

Afternoon 30th January 

 

Morning 1st February 

Afternoon 3rd of February 

Evening 4th of February 

 

   John will join in conversation 

with Elizabeth Oldfield, director 

of the think tank Theos, to talk 

about what hope remains for the 

Palestinian people in the light of 

recent seismic political changes in 

the region during the Trump 

presidency.  They will also discuss 

the implications of the November 

Presidential elections 

.  

   Please register your interest and 

your preferred date for the lecture 

using the form available at https://

www.embraceme.org/annual-

lecture-2020 

EMBRACE ANNUAL LECTURE 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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B recon Cathedral will be offering a Lenten Bible Study via Zoom that 

will walk participants through the key Scriptures for understanding the 

crucifixion and its ramifications.  All from our Diocese are welcome to 

join each Tuesday from 3.30-4.30pm, starting on 23 February. 

 

Register in advance for this meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/

tZ0odeuppzIqG9AZDX1_AlQqBWO1lvoB8Ea2 

 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing 

information about joining the meeting. 

P.S. You should be able to use control/click to open the link. 

FROM DEATH TO LIFE: JESUS, ISRAEL,  

AND THE TRANSFORMATION OF DEATH 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0odeuppzIqG9AZDX1_AlQqBWO1lvoB8Ea2
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0odeuppzIqG9AZDX1_AlQqBWO1lvoB8Ea2
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T he Real Easter Egg range is available to order now. 

 

   Out of the 80 million Easter eggs sold in this part of the world every 

year, The Real Easter Egg is the only one which has a copy of the Easter 

story in the box, is made of Fairtrade chocolate and which supports 

charitable projects. 

 

   The pandemic led to supermarkets having a disastrous Easter last year 

and so they have decided to stop stocking the Real Easter Egg. If you are 

one of the 80,000 people who usually buy at the supermarket then you 

need to order direct. 

 

   The full range can be ordered at www.realeasteregg.co.uk 

 

THE REAL EASTER EGG 

https://churchinwales.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6725f74d347693ce177491953&id=2662ba3fa2&e=02ac6c1fe8
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Y ou can join us live for up to 20 

minutes on Facebook (no need to 

log-in) at https://

www.facebook.com/

MothersUnion/   Just click on ‘Not 

Now’ when it suggests that you log

-in.  Then scroll down to the MU 

post you want to view & click on it.  

Midday Prayers allows chat via the 

comments column so, if we wish 

to, we can exchange news amongst 

ourselves & with the leaders who 

are usually MU staff, or provincial 

chaplains or trustees from all over 

the world. 

 

   They are the start of a daily 

worldwide wave of rolling prayer 

so a recording remains available 

for use by people in different time-

zones.  Regular live participation  

 

numbers over a 100 & later 

viewings between one & two 

thousand – not necessarily the 

same people each day.  Many 

others join the wave using hard 

copy daily notes. 

 

   Midday Prayers are also 

available through the Church of 

England Daily Hope free phone 

line, available 24 hours a day, on 

0800 804 8044.    If you select 

option 5 on the main menu & then 

option 9 it will take you through to 

them.  

 

   So what is MU about at the 

moment? 

52 year old MU Central 

(worldwide) Chaplain, Emma 

(Gwynneth) Ineson, Bishop of  

 
SO WHAT IS MOTHERS’ UNION ALL ABOUT? 

WHY NOT COME ALONG & FIND OUT? 
 

You don’t need to have a PC, tablet or smart phone  

– you can dial in on a landline. 
 

Mothers’ Union MEETS EVERY DAY at midday, except Sundays.   

MOTHERS’ UNION                                

Elaine Griffiths 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Penrith, is leading the preparations 

for the Lambeth Conference 2022.   

Born in Birmingham, brought up 

in Kenya & S Wales (married in 

Ogwr, Bridgend) Bishop Emma 

specializes in practical theology.  

After parish ministry she was part 

of Lee Abbey, Devon, and 2014-

2019 was Principal of Trinity 

College, Bristol (an Anglican 

theological college).  She often 

leads Midday Prayers. 

 

   The Conference, postponed from 

2020, is to bring Anglican leaders 

worldwide together to explore 

what it means to be ‘God’s Church 

for God’s World – walking, 

listening and witnessing together’ 

to be responsive to the needs and 

challenges of a fast changing 

world in the 21st Century.  In 

preparation we are invited to join 

(from 10 Jan) the Lambeth 

Conference Prayer Journey - 

people from all over the world, 

praying together in a weekly 

pattern for hope, justice & 

transformation in our world. 

Bishop Emma shared the first 

prayer:  

 

   Loving God, we thank you that you 

place us in families, friendships, and 

communities. We pray for the women 

of this world and especially for those 

that exercise leadership and influence 

in our communities throughout the 

Anglican Communion. May you bless, 

strengthen and empower them to be 

peacemakers, reconcilers and change 

bringers so that all will be released to 

live the life of fullness that you intend 

and that our communities will be 

transformed by your love. In the name 

of Jesus Amen. 

 

   MU Chief Executive Officer, Bev 

Julien, (who studied in Llantwit 

Major) has requested prayer as 

MU staff prepare for the annual 

United Nations Commission on 

the Status of Women (UNCSW) 

from 15-26 March which is part of 

the UN’s Economic & Social 

Council established in 1946, in 

order to promote, report on & 

monitor issues relating to the 

political, economic, civil, social 

and educational rights of women. 

Mothers’ Union has consultative 

status with the Council. 

 

   MU works alongside a range of 

other none governmental 

organisations representing the 

views of their members, 

promoting the empowerment & 

equality of women, and 

influencing & advising  
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Government delegations from  

various countries. This is  

with the intention that each year at 

UNCSW, member states sign up to 

a set of agreed conclusions, which 

they will then implement with 

their own Governments. 

    

   At Llwynderw Branch we are 

mourning the loss of our member 

Val Pitt whose cremation took 

place on 19 January at Morriston.  

 

   Our Treasurer, Hazel Somers, is 

collecting the MU annual 

membership subscriptions of £25 

which go towards circulation of 

MU publications; Diocesan projects 

such as supporting Faith in 

Families, Away from it all Breaks 

providing relief for families & 

women’s refuges; & MU staffing 

costs (cut by a third in 2020).  If 

anyone would like to support MU 

by joining our Llwynderw Branch, 

please contact Hazel (401705).  We 

trust that we will meet again. 

 

   In response to a request to MU 

Deanery Leader Jill McPherson by 

Faith in Families at Bonymaen, 

regarding families they support, 

Llwynderw was able to donate £50 

for the purchase of Pritt Sticks, 

card, paper & craft packs to help 

parents entertain their children 

over the coming weeks. 

 

   On 19 January I attended one of 3 

national zoom sharing sessions 

‘Praying with Purpose’ in which 

members came together to draw on 

experiences (both good & bad) of 

2020 to use these to stimulate, 

enthuse & inspire each other.  I 

was amazed to find myself in a 

breakout discussion room with 

Sheran Harper, MU Worldwide 

President! 

 

   February & March sessions will 

be “Preparing for Future 

Meetings” & “Sharing our Stories”.  

These can be accessed by landline 

phones. 

 

   Llwynderw Branch’s time in the 

Wave of Prayer 2021 for Swansea 

& Brecon’s link dioceses is 9.45-

10.30am on Sunday, 19 February.  

Members are requested to use the 

prayers which will be provided to 

them in their own homes. 
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FAMOUS CHRISTIAN CHORAL MUSIC 

Les Ryan 

I n 1791, 35-year-old Mozart was 

living in Vienna with his young 

wife Constanze and their children 

Karl aged 7 and baby Franz who 

grew up to become a composer. 

The family was not well off:  

income from concerts had almost 

dried up due in part to the Austro-

Turkish war.  Mozart was forced to 

borrow from his friends in order to 

survive.  

 

   In mid-July of 1791 the composer 

was visited by someone his wife 

later claimed to be ‘a mysterious 

stranger’ who commissioned 

Mozart to write a Requiem Mass. 

The stranger was an emissary from 

Count Franz von Walsegg. The 

Count was probably going to pass 

off the music as his own 

composition; he already had a 

reputation for doing this! In the 

succeeding months Mozart came to 

believe that he was writing his 

own requiem.  

 

   Sadly, Mozart died half-way  

 

through the work. In order to 

claim the 100 ducats payment, 

Constanze asked composer Franz 

Süssmayr to finish the work. There 

were scraps of manuscript notes on 

Mozart’s desk showing ideas for 

the rest of the work. Süssmayr 

used these to complete the music.  

It is said that Mozart died during 

the composition of the Lachrimosa 

section, ‘This tearful day.’ 

   

   Several theories have been 

advanced about Mozart’s early 

death including a poisoning by 

Viennese court composer Antonio 

Salieri who, on his death bed, is 

reputed to have confessed his 

responsibility for killing Mozart.  

 

   This particular theory was the 

basis for the 19th century play by 

Pushkin, ‘Mozart and Salieri’ and 

the modern play ‘Amadeus’ by 

Peter Shaffer and subsequent film 

in 1984 by Miloš Forman. 

Constanze recalled Mozart saying, 

‘I am sure I have been poisoned, I can’t 

3. Requiem Mass by Mozart 
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rid myself of this idea.’  The medical 

account of Mozart’s passing says 

that he had ‘severe milliary fever 

with bumps on the skin.’ This term 

was used in the 18th century for 

rashes similar to the cereal grain 

millet. 

 

   The compete Requiem Mass was 

written for a choir, four solo 

singers, a typical orchestra of the 

day plus organ and 3 trombones 

(in those days trombones were 

mainly associated with funeral 

music and processions). 

 

   Despite its completion by  

 

Süssmayr, the Requiem is 

regarded as one of the greatest 

religious choral works of all time. 

 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
 
  At Rest 

    

  Valerie West 

  Eluned Davies 

  Michael Freeth 

  Joan Gill 

  John Beynon 

  Judith Miller 

  Valerie Pitt (Val) 

  Jack Dutton 
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I n a museum, many ages ago, 

there was an amazing exhibit. It 

was a tiny globe, just a few feet in 

diameter, yet it held so much 

mystery and so much beauty 

within it that people travelled for 

miles and miles, just to see it. There 

were always crowds around it, and 

queues lined up, patiently waiting 

for their turn to view the wonder. 

 

   And there it was - a delicate 

sphere floating in its case. It looked 

different from every angle. 

Sometimes you could see big pools 

of water in it, and smaller flows of 

water feeding into the big pools. 

Sometimes, these pools were 

smooth and blue, and at other 

times, they were white with froth 

and full of movement. There were 

bumps on the globe - some big 

bumps, with white tops, and some 

smaller, gentler bumps. You could 

have run your fingers over the 

bumps, feeling the sharp spikes on 

some of them, and the velvety 

textures of the others. The globe 

had little sandpits in it, with lovely 

patterns blown by the wind, which  

 

changed every day, and it had 

frosty places too, which burned 

your fingers with the cold if you 

touched them. And it danced in the 

space around it, turning on its toes, 

so every part of it got a turn at 

facing the light and at resting in the 

darkness. 

 

   People marvelled at the thin layer 

of gas that surrounded this little 

globe, and noticed there were holes 

in it, and that these holes seemed 

to be getting bigger. They were 

concerned, in case something was 

going wrong with it. And 

sometimes, parts of it would go 

dark for no apparent reason, and 

there might be smoke and a 

strange smell from those parts, and 

people didn’t know why, and they 

were concerned, because these 

dark bits never quite seemed to get 

better again afterwards. 

 

   Perhaps most of all, though, 

people gasped in wonder at the 

tiny creatures that lived on the 

globe. Some lived in the pools, and 

some lived just under the gas 

wrapping, and others lived on the 

THE PERFECT GLOBE 



31  

bumps. 

 

  The globe was declared a national 

treasure, and people paid large 

sums of money to make sure it was 

protected. It had become so 

precious to them that they would 

have defended it with their own 

lives. They would never let anyone 

hurt it. It came to be known as the 

greatest wonder of all time, and 

people flocked to see it, to touch it 

and to love it. They felt that just to 

be in touch with it would bring 

them healing, and just to gaze at it 

deeply would bring them wisdom. 

They even felt that, without it, their 

own lives would be meaningless. 

 

   This was all a long time ago. The 

treasure has fallen into disrepair 

now. Some say that the rot set in 

when the people who used to 

treasure the globe started to shrivel 

and shrink because they were so 

wrapped up in less important 

matters. The people eventually got 

so small that they disappeared 

right inside the globe, and after 

that, they never noticed it again, 

and they completely forgot how 

they had once treasured and loved 

it. With no one to cherish it, the 

globe slowly stopped breathing 

and eventually it slipped away into 

space, unregarded. 

 

Retelling of a traditional story by 

Margaret Silf from her book ‘Wisdom 

Stories from around the world.’ 

CREATION 
 

A number of materialistic thinkers have ascribed to blind evolution  
more miracles, more improbable coincidences and wonders,  

than all the teleologists could ever devise. 
 

Isaac Bashevis Singer 
A Polish-American writer in Yiddish 
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I  am struck by the date of 

Transfiguration Sunday. Reading 

through Canon Arthur’s ‘Helps to 

Worship at Home’ I see that we 

mark the Transfiguration of Jesus 

on Valentine’s Day this year!  

 

   In my thinking (and readers may 

find that it somewhat convoluted) 

there’s a connection with the news 

that Lesley and Barry have recently 

celebrated their Golden Wedding 

anniversary. 

 

  Elaine’s article about the Lambeth 

Conference Prayer Journey (page 

26) includes the first prayer of that 

journey. Towards the end it asks: 

“...that our communities will be 

transformed by your (God’s) 

love….” 

 

   The story of the Globe is a 

reminder to be good stewards of 

God’s creation, leased to us in an 

act of love. 

 

   As I put the magazine together 

month by month, I often find 

connections between the various  

 

contributions. By this time you’re 

probably wondering if lockdown is 

affecting my ability to think 

straight, so I will try to make some  

sense of the fragments that have  

caught my attention. 

 

   Valentine’s Day is all about the 

celebration of love, and Lesley and 

Barry have celebrated 50+ years of 

love. The conference prayer 

encourages us to consider how we 

can bring the love of God into our 

communities. The Globe story 

reminds us of our responsibilities 

as stewards of all God has created. 

 

   I started by pondering about 

Transfiguration Sunday falling on 

Valentine’s Day. The authority and 

power of Jesus revealed at the 

Transfiguration was a vision - an 

affirmation of all Jesus had done 

and would do. The account also 

includes God saying: “Listen to 

him.” 

 

   Jesus is our role model. The three 

disciples had a wonderful 

experience on that mountain.  

WALK IN LOVE 

Rev’d Biddy  
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But they soon returned to their 

community where Jesus  

immediately attended to the needs 

of a ’demon-possessed boy.’ When 

other disciples, in Jesus’ absence, 

wondered why they hadn’t been 

able to heal the boy, Jesus told 

them that difficult situations can 

only be resolved by prayer. 

 

   Changing the subject slightly, I 

am reading the much acclaimed 

book ‘English Pastoral’ written by 

James Rebanks, a Lakeland sheep 

farmer and Oxford graduate. A 

quote jumped out at me: “Sheep 

should not hear the church bells 

twice in the same field.” 

 

   Traditional farmers move 

livestock regularly from field to 

field for two reasons: to ensure 

good fresh grazing and to rest the 

pastureland. Besides the lowland 

sheep, James Rebanks has others 

‘hefted’ to the mountain where 

they range freely across a wide 

area. 

 

   As well as ensuring good grazing 

and care for the land, the shepherd 

gives of him/herself unstintingly. If 

you’ve watched the ‘Yorkshire 

Shepherdess’ on TV you will have 

seen the almost sacrificial, never-

ending care that a good shepherd 

gives to the flock. 

 

   These age-old farming methods 

bring me back to the idea of a 

journey - Jesus and three disciples 

journeyed up the mountain where 

they had a wonderful experience. 

Then they immediately returned to 

the valley to continue their 

ministry among their community.   

 

   So what is the common theme 

between all these observations? 

Love is a journey; from a long 

marriage to a prayer for 

transforming love; from care for 

the planet to the almost sacrificial 

love of a shepherd for his/her 

sheep. We’re all on a journey and 

as Lent approaches once again may 

we discover anew the love of God 

and his desires for us.  

 

   As St John writes in his Second 

Letter: “And this is love; that we 

walk in obedience to his 

commands. As you have heard 

from the beginning, his command 

is that you walk in love” [1:6]. 

    

  Wishing you every blessing for 2021, 

Biddy 
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A surprisingly wide range of 

goods and services 

We don’t just deliver 

newspapers! 

 

Joff, Wendy & the staff 

Telephone:401689  

H 
HERITAGE 

CARPET & FLOORING LTD 
 

Specialists in carpet, wood, 
laminate & vinyl 

 

422 Gower Road, Killay,  
Swansea, SA2 7AJ 

 
Tel/Fax: 01792 202 021 

DESIGN & ALTERATION OF  
FASHION WEAR & SOFT FURNISHINGS 

 

Call Adel on 07511 939603 
 
52a Plymouth Street, Swansea, SA1 3QQ 
 

Next to Eli Jenkins pub & opposite Tyler Jenkins Jewellery 

 
 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Looking for a friendly, reliable 
cleaning  
service? 

 
 

Call us now on: 
01792 448721 

 
 

www.glowhomeservices.co.uk 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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• All aspects of Home and Grounds Maintenance 

• Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 

• Painting and Decorating Service 

• All projects Fully Managed 

• Free Estimates and all Work Fully Insured 

 

 Mike Timbrell 07813 055357   

 down2earthltd@icloud.com 

DOWN 2 EARTH 

PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LTD 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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West Cross 
Dental Practice 

 

 
 
 

54c Mulberry Avenue 
West Cross 
Swansea 
SA3 5HA 
Telephone:  404405  

Andrew Llewellyn BDC 
NHS, Private & Denplan 

MUSIC TUITION 
 

Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute 
& Theory of Music 

 
 

Nick Kiley 
BA (Hons) PGDip (RNCM) PGCE 
 
 
 

Telephone:  
07929 009772 

 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Rebekah Robertson 
has moved her practice to 
 

54 Newton Road 
Mumbles, SA3 4BQ 
 
Tel: 01792 732177 

Printed at Brynymor Digital Ltd, 14 Brynymor Road, Swansea  

GLYNDERI COTTAGE                                                                                                           
 

01874 636878 
                                                                  

SENNYBRIDGE                                                             

BRECON                                                              

POWYS  

LD3 8TS 

             

Walk - Explore - Relax  
 

www.glyndericottage.co.uk 

HEADS TOGETHER 
 

Unisex Hair & Fashion Care 
Perming/Tinting/Colouring 

And Creative Designs 
 

NEW! 
O.P.I Gel Nails 

 
134 West Cross Lane, 
West Cross, Swansea 
(01792) 401471 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

DON PIPER 
 

Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 
 

Established 1962 
 

 

Customer Care  
our speciality 

 

14 Queen’s Road 
Mumbles 
Tel: 366576 

Open Wednesday to Friday 11.00am - 3.30pm 

 

http://www.glyndericottage.co.uk
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Clyne Chapel 
Blackpill 

Christ in Majesty  
at Holy Cross Church 
Fairwood Road 


