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THE PARISH OF LLWYNDERW 
Holy Cross Church & Clyne Chapel, Swansea,  

in the diocese of Swansea and Brecon 

VICAR 
The Venerable Jonathan B Davies B.Th 

(Archdeacon of Gower) 
Llwynderw Vicarage, Fairwood Road, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5JP 

Telephone & Fax: 01792 512747       Email: ven.jbd@sky.com 

ASSISTANT PRIEST 
Reverend Hywel D Griffiths 

23 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, Swansea, SA3 5DE 
Telephone: 01792 403957                Email: rev.hywel@outlook.com 

 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH 

Sunday 8.00am 
9.30am 
11.00am 

 

 Holy Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
 

Clyne Chapel 
Holy Cross 
Clyne Chapel 
 

Wednesday 10.30am  Holy Eucharist Clyne Chapel 

 

Thursday 10.00am  Holy Eucharist Holy Cross 

 

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,  
of the names of those who are sick. 

 

The Chapel of St Faith is open throughout the day  
for personal and private prayer. 

 

Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with  
Reverend Hywel Griffiths 

 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion  
of the sick or infirm at any time.  

 

The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing. 

WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS 

Fridays  9.30am - 12noon   Community Art Class  

Sundays  2.00pm - 4.30pm Ariosa Singers & Mumbles Voices  
Rehearse with Les & Penny Ryan 
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READERS 

Dr Felicity Padley 32 Fernhill Close,  Blackpill                                                                                                
E: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 

Mrs Biddy Wigley 5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea 
E: bobandbiddywigley@gmail.com 

Tel: 405404 

LAY WORSHIP TEAM 
Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Felicity Padley, Esther Searle, Biddy Wigley 

PAROCHIAL OFFICERS 

Parish Wardens 
Vicar’s Warden 

 
 

People’s Warden 

 
Mrs Lesley Morris  
65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty 
 
Miss Geraldine Twinney 
23 Muirfield Drive, Mayals 

 
Tel: 514769 

 
 

Tel: 420243 

PCC Secretary 
  
 
PCC Treasurer 

Dr Felicity Padley 
32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill 
 
Mr Bob Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals 

Tel: 402437 
 
 

Tel: 405404 

Parish Organist Mr Leslie Ryan, BA (hons mus), 
LCCMD, AWCCM, CertEd (Wales) 
43 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill 

Tel: 406062 

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL 
 

can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions 
 

Contact:  Revd Hywel Griffiths  
Telephone: 403957 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church at 3.15pm 

Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday 
Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080 

Film Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512 

Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders: Hazel Somers: 401705  
& Elaine Griffiths: 208269 
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Contributions for the DECEMBER issue  

to be received BEFORE  
Thursday 21st November 2019 

 

for publication on Sunday 1st December 2019 
   

Biddy Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 

 

Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

IN THIS ISSUE . . . . . . . 

5. A Letter from Sarah 
6. From the Parish Registers 
7. Messy Church Light Party 
12. Family News 
14. I Love that Hymn 
15. Music Notes 
16. Thank You Letters 
19. Hymn List - November 
20. What’s On? 
23. Harvest Supper 
27. Hope for the Future 
28. Diocesan Conference 
31. Choral Coincidence 
32. Peaks and Troughs 
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A LETTER FROM SARAH 

H ello!  

 

   By now, you are probably aware 

that the Parish of Llwnderw has a 

new Ordinand.  I have already met 

many of you although learning all 

your names is proving tricky.  I 

have been asked to introduce 

myself and tell you a little of my 

journey so far.  

 

   I am married to Jeremy, who is 

currently People’s Warden in the 

Parish of Killay. He will be joining 

me in Llwynderw as often as 

possible. I have a daughter, Nia (26 

this month), and two sons, 

Christian (24) and Jackson (22). 

 

   Jeremy and I have recently 

moved to Morriston, “down-

sizing” to enable me to give up 

paid employment and concentrate 

on my training.  

 

   I have lived in Swansea since 

1985 when I came to train as a 

nurse. I completed RMN (Mental 

Health) and RGN (General) 

nursing qualifications and worked  

 

in the NHS until 2016. From 2014, I 

volunteered with the Chaplaincy 

teams at Singleton, Morriston and 

Gorseinon hospitals. I had felt a 

call to ministry and was accepted 

for training with Elim Pentecostal 

Church.  

 

   However, in October 2016 I was 

appointed as the first Community 

Mental Health Chaplain for 

Llandaff Diocese. This was a  
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challenging post, and proved to be 

invaluable experience, but was also 

a huge part of my discernment 

process. I felt increasingly that God 

was calling me into the Church in 

Wales. This was not an easy 

transition and some might 

question why I would change 

direction and denomination. All I 

can say is that God has a way of 

getting us where he wants us, even 

if the road has more bumps, twists 

and turns than we might choose 

for ourselves.   

 

   I will be in college (St Padarn’s 

Cardiff, formerly St Michael’s) 

from Wednesday to Friday each 

week, and I will be with you on  

Sundays and Tuesdays. In my 

spare time I enjoy cooking for 

family and friends. I also make 

cakes and preserves which I sell to 

raise funds for a family we support 

in India.   

 

   Please pray for both Jeremy and 

me as we settle into a new way of 

life. Do introduce yourself to us, 

but don’t be offended if we forget 

your name. I am looking forward 

to working and worshipping with 

you, and I know I will benefit from 

the wisdom and practical training 

from the whole team here. I have 

much to learn; please forgive my 

mistakes! 

 

   God bless, 

   Sarah Harris 
 

  

   

 Baptism 

 Tracy Ann Richards 

 Carter Charles Bowen 

  

  At Rest 

  Margaret White (Margo) aged 88 years 

  Kathleen Craven (Kate) aged 75 years  

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
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MESSY CHURCH LIGHT PARTY 

Felicity Barrow 

W ell…. There are a lot of 

exhausted adults on the MC Team 

this month! We welcomed 46 

children and at least 40 adults to 

our half-term light party. We 

didn’t quite know what to expect 

but we could not have anticipated 

a queue forming at 11am and a 

steady stream of excited families 

joining us for fun, games, craft and 

lunch.  

 

   Along with our regular 

supporters we were pleased to see 

a number of families who can’t 

make the usual Monday afternoon 

slot, families from out  of the area 

who picked up the advertising on 

Facebook, church members and 

their grandchildren  and even the 

new Headteacher at Mayals 

Primary and his family (no 

pressure)! Our team is expanding 

too - thank you Pam Davison and 

everyone else who mucked in to 

make the session a huge success. 

 

   We decided to engage with 

Halloween which will be a feature 

in most homes this week and  
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about which the children were 

understandably excited. Our video 

was borrowed from the Scripture 

Union and we heard the story of 

Daisy who liked cats and biscuits 

and life in general until the day the 

sun disappeared. No matter how 

hard she tried Daisy could not find 

it or bring it back and she was sad, 

lonely and upset. That is until the 

Light appeared to her and 

promised to be with her always, 

even in the darkest of times and 

this made life much easier to bear.  

 

   The children were quick off the 

block with the simple analogy and 

we talked about the very darkest 

day when Jesus died and what that 

means  for us today: if we are sad 

or lonely and upset we can turn to 

Him and seek comfort and whilst 

Jesus cannot always take away the 

reason we feel sad, lonely or 

scared, He promises to be with us 

always. We gave thanks in prayer 

and Peter played the organ for us 

to sing our interactive version of 

“This little light of mine.” 

 

   We rushed back to the hall to 

complete our activities. We bobbed 

apples and tried  to catch them 

with our teeth (hands tied behind 

backs in the age old tradition); we  
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wrapped each other up as 

Mummies and we made lanterns 

and lights to remind us that Jesus 

is with us in the darkness and 

always. We carved pumpkins and 

as we scooped out the flesh we 

talked about how Jesus scoops all 

the bits from us which are not so 

nice and fills us with His light to be 

good and kind and a light to 

others. We made crosses for eyes in 

our pumpkins to remind us just 

how much Jesus loves us.   

 

   Keeping the pumpkin theme we 

made little paper pumpkin prayers 

and each of the strips contained a 

list of everything we are thankful 

for.  

 

   We enjoyed a pizza and pasta 

lunch - we were very lucky that the 

Co-op in West Cross donated 

pizzas and pumpkins to help us 

share the fun. 

 

   Biddy make some spectacular 

spider biscuits and Dirk made 

speculoos which were pretty 

spectacular too! 

 

   It was a fantastic, hectic and 

hugely chaotic session but it was 

tremendous fun and we look 

forward to next time - on 11th  
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November - back to the second 

Monday of the month. 

 

   We are uber excited about 

another children’s activity - the 

arrival of the Eden Bus at 4 pm on 

Sunday November 17th. Thank you 

Biddy for igniting the flame for 

this. The Message Trust organises 

the bus and it arrives with 

contemporary electronic games 

(Fifa and Fortnite), computers, an 

ipad, a nail bar, a continuous 

stream of music and videos, 

traditional games and outdoor fun. 

It will be parked outside Holy 

Cross - please come and take a 

look and tell all your friends!! And  

 

hold us in your prayers too - they 

were definitely answered today. 

 

   Thank you, Lord that you are 

brighter than the sunniest sun and 

for filling us with your light.  
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FAMILY NEWS 

C ongratulations to Jean Evans  

who celebrated her 98th birthday 

recently. What an achievement! 

She is pictured on the front cover - 

thank you Carole Taylor for the 

lovely photo.. 

 

Felicity Padley writes: 

   The Phoebe Davies £2 Tin 

When we were saving for the 

Holy Cross Roof Fund, Brenda 

Love kindly provided a jar in 

which we collected £2 

coins.  When that one was full it 

was replaced by a tin, prepared 

and beautifully decorated by 

Phoebe.  That was also filled, and 

recently the contents were counted 

- £350, plus a few foreign 

coins!!  Thank you Phoebe – your 

design worked very well. 

 

Carole Taylor writes: 

   Peter, William and Lydia Evans. 

As most of you will remember The 

Evans family, I thought you might 

like this update. The photo shows 

the 3 of them in Chester Cathedral 

choir, Lydia having joined the boys  

as a probationer. They are all doing 

very well with their music: Peter 

plays the piano, organ and violin, 

Will plays the piano and 

trumpet and Lydia plays the piano 

and the clarinet. They've settled 

down very well in their schools, 

but still love visiting Swansea..... 

and, of course, enjoy watching the 

Swans!!!   

 

   We remember Kate Craven who 

died recently and we send our 

loving sympathy to her family and 

friends at this time of loss. May she 

rest in peace.   

 

Peter, William & Lydia pictured in 
Chester Cathedral 
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Canon Arthur writes: 

   Margaret White was a humble, 

gracious and gentle lady who had 

been unwell for the last ten years 

and was lovingly nursed 

throughout by her devoted 

daughter, Jane. Margaret and her 

late husband, John, were faithful 

members of the congregation at 

Clyne where both had served as 

churchwardens. They were, in fact, 

responsible for initiating coffee after 

the morning service, which they 

saw as one way of integrating 

newcomers into the fellowship of 

the church.  

 

   Margaret was involved with a 

variety of charities and for many 

years had served as a volunteer at 

Ty Olwen. Quiet and unassuming 

with a great love for the Church 

which she supported generously, 

we remember her with 

thanksgiving and offer our 

sympathy to Jane and her brothers 

Christopher and Simon. 

 

Kathryn Durran writes: 

   To celebrate BBC Music Day 2019 

BBC Wales recorded the Wynne 

Evans (of Go Compare fame) 

morning show live from Hengoed  

Care.  Under the direction of Ros 

Evans the combined choirs of 

Hengoed Care, Cwm Glas Primary 

School and the Mumbles Musical 

Memories Choir performed a 

wonderfully uplifting version of 

“Sing” made famous by The 

Carpenters as the finale to the  

show.  It was a wonderful morning 

with Wynne chatting to old and  

young alike including our Betty 

Williams who was happy to share 

her thoughts on all the great things 

going on at Hengoed Care.  Later 

that evening Betty and her fellow 

singers appeared fleetingly on The 

One Show as part of a montage of 

events marking BBC Music 

Day.  All in all a hugely exciting 

and memorable day. 

 

Betty Williams chats to Wynne Evans  
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I LOVE THAT HYMN  

Les Ryan 

I n the 20th century Christmas 

carols and Christmas hymns 

gained a major boost with the 

publication of The Oxford Book of 

Carols in 1928. Instead of the 

rather pedestrian and over 

sentimental style of the 19th century 

authors, this seminal collection 

favoured traditional texts, folk 

tunes from the oral tradition, and 

new choral arrangements.  

 

   One of its principal editors was 

Ralph Vaughan Williams of 

English Hymnal fame. He drew on 

music from his own childhood and 

his scholarship of English folk 

music. The OBC introduced us to 

‘Angels from the Realms of Glory’, 

‘Coventry Carol’, ‘First Nowell’ and 

many more.  

 

   Then in 1961, Carols for Choirs 

was published by the OUP.  It was 

a landmark publication for the 

Church and gave us some stunning 

choral arrangements and thrilling  

 

descants by Sir David Willcocks,  

then Director of Music at King’s 

College Cambridge. Eventually  

four volumes were published with 

editorial input from composer John 

Rutter. 

 

   Over the past 50 or so years 

contemporary praise and worship 

songs have become more and more 

popular. They are stylistically 

similar to pop music, and are often 

led by a worship band or praise 

team. The influences on worship 

songs reach far back to the 

simplicity of Negro spirituals, to 

the music and hymns of the Taizé 

Community of France and to the 

melodies and simple harmonies of 

folk and pop songs. Perhaps one of 

the most popular is ‘Shine Jesus, 

Shine’ written by Graham Kendrick 

(b.1950). 

A very brief résumé of the history of hymns and their tunes 

Part 4 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=x-raw-image:///fe506c67939c41451072604fd0bdbb9d4c7dd9730846de3da81c68b2b6796f2d&imgrefurl=http://www.seasonsonline.ca/files/children_baptism.pdf&h=226&w=188&tbnid=RUGck2dsUP7vQM:&docid=nd6XJfTKqu9V3M&hl=en-GB&ei=_US
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Willcocks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pop_music
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MUSIC NOTES 

Les Ryan, Parish Organist 

T he Abbey Players are 

performing Jesus Christ Superstar 

this month in the Grand Theatre, 

Swansea. It’s playing on just 4 

days: Nov 20th to 23rd. Taking part 

are two members of the Ariosa 

Singers Mike Hunter and Ewan 

Forrest who are ‘disciples’ in the 

production. Our own Dirk De 

Neve  is also in the cast. 

 

   In 2020 I shall be continuing my 

monthly series ‘I Love That Hymn’ 

with short articles on each of the 

top ten hymns of 2019 as voted for 

in the latest BBC Songs of Praise 

survey. My sincere thanks to 

Canon Arthur who has kindly 

loaned me one of his books to help 

with the research: the ‘Book of 

Hymns’ by Dr Ian Bradley, 

published by Continuum Books. 

 

   My booklet on the history of the 

organs at Holy Cross will be 

published soon. Bishop Tony 

Pierce has kindly added a 

foreword as he was Vicar at the 

time when the present organ was 

installed. My thanks go to  

 

Geraldine Twinney who has  

printed the booklet, in colour, at 

Eastmoor Church Centre. The cost 

per copy will be £2 for church 

funds. 

 

   On Tuesday December 3rd at 

12.45 I shall be giving a free organ 

recital at the Brangwyn Hall, 

Swansea as part of its autumn 

series. The recital will last around 

45 minutes and all are welcome. 

 

   Looking ahead we have a 

Christmas concert at Holy Cross on 

Sunday 29th December at 3pm 

which we are calling ‘On The Fifth 

Day Of Christmas’. Taking part will 

be the Ariosa Singers youth choir 

and soloists together with 

Mumbles Voices community choir 

(several parishioners are members) 

- 60 choristers altogether. We’ll be 

singing lots of Christmas music 

and carols, so please come along. 

It’s another of our free concerts 

with a retiring collection for 

charity. We’ll serve mulled wine 

and mince pies for everyone at the 

end of the concert.  Our concert at  
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 Holy Cross in June raised £500 

for Faith in Families.  

 

   The Vicar has invited the Ariosa 

Singers and soloists to sing at the 

Clyne Chapel Festival of Carols on 

Sunday 22nd December 6pm.   

THANK YOU 
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HYMN LIST NOVEMBER 2019 

Sunday 3rd November    All Saints’ Day  

227           Rejoice in God’s saints  

474  Immortal invisible 

221  How bright these glorious spirits shine! (Tune Beatitudo) 

sheet  For all the saints 

         Organ voluntary:  Finale  Royal Fireworks   Handel 

Sunday 10th November    Remembrance Sunday   

sheet  For the healing of the nations 

519  Make me a channel of your peace 

507  Lord of all hopefulness 

537  O God our help in ages past 

   Organ voluntary:  Pomp and Circumstance March 1  Elgar 

Sunday 17th November    Second Sunday before Advent 

577  Stand up and bless the Lord 

516  Love divine 

323 (t.589) Strengthen for service 

609  To God be the glory 

                     Organ voluntary:  Gavotte  William Boyce 

Sunday 24th November  Christ The King – Sunday next before Advent 

Licensing of Rev’d  Hywel Griffiths as Assistant Priest in the Parish 

166  Crown him with many crowns 

380  At the name of Jesus 

383  Be still for the presence of the Lord 

81  Lord for the years 

         Organ Voluntary:  Festival Fanfare   Noel Rawsthorne 

Hymnal: Common Praise             

 Archdeacon Jonathan Davies          

Leslie Ryan, parish organist 

Hymns selected from the recommendations of  

the RSCM Sunday by Sunday publication 
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WHAT’S ON? 

 

FILM CLUB DATES 

7th November Breathe 
Andrew Garfield, Hugh Bonneville 

21st November The Wilde Wedding 
Glen Close, John Malkovich, Patrick Stewart 

5th December Red Joan 
Judi Dench 

19th December The Man Who Invented Christmas 
Dan Stevens, Christopher Plummer 

 

ON THE FIFTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS 

 
Holy Cross Church Sunday 29th Dec 3pm 

The Ariosa Singers & Mumbles Voices 

Christmas Carols, Solos & Choruses 



21  

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Parish Prayer Group 
has organized the 

 

PARISH ANNUAL QUIET DAY 
 

which will be led by Reverend Hywel Griffiths 
on Saturday 22nd February 

10.00am - 4.00pm 
 

Coffee on arrival & a two-course lunch 
Cost: £20 

to be paid by 18th January 2020 
 

Sign-up sheets will be placed in both churches. 
Enquiries to Lyn Jones or any member of the Prayer Group 

 

MOTHERS’ UNION  
 

Christmas Lunch 
 

Tuesday 3rd December 
12.30pm 

Parish Hall 
 

Details from Hazel Somers 401705. 
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A new booklet about the organs  

at Holy Cross since 1960   

has been written by our parish 

organist Les Ryan.  

It’s available on the table at the 

back of  Holy Cross @ £2 

 

 
GRAND THEATRE 

SWANSEA  
20th to 23rd November 

7:30 pm nightly  
plus a matinee  

at 2:30 on Saturday 
  

Tickets can be booked 
through Dirk De Neve 
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HARVEST SUPPER 2019 

Peter Padley 

W ith more than half the 

planet’s population living in cities 

these days, with a concomitant 

decrease in direct contact with 

countryside culture, with food 

production processes even 

disguising the very origin of basic 

food forms, it is not difficult for 

many people in richer countries to 

overlook the fact that food in 

agreeable quantities and 

forms, won’t - unlike like 

the Sun - necessarily turn 

up tomorrow.  

 

   Fortunately, not all are 

under any such illusions, 

and churchgoers in general 

are an important group 

who have plenty of 

reminders of our fragility. 

The harvest season is a 

particularly important 

example. Traditionally 

(before Henry VIII), this 

became associated with the 

two months of August and 

September, being bounded 

by August 1st (Lammas – 

‘loaf mass’ - a specific feast  

 

day - i.e. festival - which marked 

the beginning of the season) and 

September 29th (St Michael’s and  

All Angels’ day - i.e. Michaelmas  

day - which effectively informally 

marked the end).  

 

   Then Henry VIII came along, and 

the Lammas festival was no longer 

officially celebrated, nor was it  
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replaced by anything comparable 

in the new Church calendar.  

However, the spirit of harvest 

festival thankfulness in people’s 

hearts remained, and unofficial 

celebrations continued, gravitating 

towards the end of the harvest 

season, i.e. at the time when all had 

been gathered in.  

 

   These days, what we call Harvest 

Festivals, are non-Church calendar 

event celebrations held on a date  

(nothing to do with the appearance  

of the Harvest Moon – a different  

 

story) decided by the local 

incumbent somewhere around the 

end of September/beginning of 

October. All this often rounded off 

with some sort of appropriately 

thankful Harvest Festival Supper.  

Such is our good fortune in 

Llwynderw Parish.  

 

   This year the main Harvest 

Festival Service was held on 

Sunday October 6th and the 

traditional Harvest Festival Supper 

followed on Thursday Oct 12th in  

the Llwynderw Parish Hall,  
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attended by some sixty very happy 

parishioners. We are very fortunate 

to be in a Church with so many 

members - too numerous to 

mention all but a tiny few by name 

(apologies!) - able and willing to 

organise and participate in what 

was a well-rounded event.   

 

   Proceedings commenced at 6 pm 

when Hywel (courier extraordinaire) 

turned up with heavy boxes 

containing a variety of piping hot 

variations on the theme of fish and 

chips; all this was supplemented 

by generous quantities wine, bread 

and butter, tea and coffee, all 

organised by parishioners. A 

thoughtful and witty grace from 

Hywel reminded us that food was 

not plentiful for everybody. The 

meal - most agreeably 

accompanied by piano music 

provided by Les Ryan – was then 

followed by a jolly programme of 

relaxing ‘Old Time Music Hall’-

style entertainment.   

 

   Roger Gadd masterfully 

imitated Leonard Sach’s* 

tintinabulatingly, 

conscuptulatoringly, 

phlethorographically memorable 

M.C. style (*‘The Good Old Days’) 

Leeds, 1953-83).  Entertainment  
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included lively contributions 

from: Walter Jones and Roger 

Gadd (entertainingly singing 

items), Felicity Padley 

(unforgettable Mrs Mop), Esther 

Searle, Dave and Joyce Owen (the 

Ukulele Trio, dexterously 

demonstrating their skills), and 

Archdeacon Jonathan’s version of 

Handel’s Messiah (have you ever 

heard such a funny thing before?), 

each turn being interspersed with 

community singing of seven items 

led by the uniquely-voiced, 

critically (un)acclaimed Harvest 

Supper Songsters (CDs out soon) 

under Les’ direction on the piano, 

which rounded off this very 

pleasant evening.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Thought for the 

Future: This and 

similar articles may 

become screened free 

of fake news using the 

latest TrumpMaster 

TruthbenderPlus 

firewall technology. 
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HOPE FOR THE FUTURE 

Linda Tyler-Lloyd 

T he Governing Body of the 

Church in Wales in September 

2019 was held at Swansea 

University Bay Campus 

  

   I left the Conference feeling 

uplifted, probably because we had 

not been wrestling with 

controversial topics.  I have chosen 

three items on the agenda to write 

about. 

  

   The Archbishop’s address gave 

us food for thought.  Bishop John 

made the point that Jesus was 

targeted as being possessed by 

demons, because of his challenges 

to the status quo.  In Acts there are 

examples of the Infant Church 

showing us that something new 

was going on.   

 

   Bishop John warned against 

dismissing imaginative new 

ministry. “In our church today 

there are people who are faced 

with hostility because they are 

asking us to re-abilitate our vision 

to recognise the reality of what we  

face.  The way we “do Church”  

 

does not always relate to our 21st 

century society.”    

  

   Bishop Andy introduced Rev. 

Canon Sandra Millar, who headed 

the Life Event Team.  Dr Millar 

spoke on her research and her 

presentation was inspirational. She 

stated that there are many 

opportunities to engage with the 

people who come to us. Three 

such  events are 1. Child arrives  2.  

Marriage begins  3. Life ends.   

 

   These are events which give us 

the chance to draw people in, talk 

to people and make it the best 

memory it can be for them. We are 

part of the story of family life.  Dr 

Millar quoted the Archbishop of 

York John Sentamu. “Christ is the 

host.  We are His friends, and His 

guests..”  There is so much more I 

could say about Dr Millar’s 

research.  This is just an extract. 

  

   The next item which impressed 

me was Mission and Evangelism. 

Evangelism Fund Report.  This 

was a presentation from the  
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DIOCESAN CONFERENCE 2019 

Peter Padley 

Diocese of St Asaph on the Hope  

Street, Wrexham project. Hope 

street is intended to create a new 

type of church life.  A three-story 

former commercial building in the 

centre of Wrexham has been 

acquired and will be refitted as a 

Christian centre and worship 

space.  

 

   Again, the story of how they 

acquired the site is a miracle. 

Bishop  Gregory tells of praying 

with the team on top of the 

building not knowing if their 

sealed bid would be accepted, but 

mindful that the address of the 

building was Hope Street.  

  

   Yes this conference was a good 

one.  Full of hope for the future. 

W eather-wise, it was a grey, 

dismal autumn day for 

Conference, but the outside 

atmosphere was soon shaken off 

by a warm welcome from the 

Cathedral Staff Registration team, 

accompanied by a cup of tea/coffee 

in an ‘eco-cup’ (which had to be 

retained personally for use for all 

subsequent beverages). With the 

Cathedral fortunately being a pew-

free space (excluding choir stalls) 

these days, the nave, filled with 

large round tables,             was both 

visually and ergonomically a 

highly-agreeable area in which to 

conduct proceedings, with 

Archbishop John (presiding),  

 

accompanied by the Conference 

Secretary Revd Ian Drew Jones, 

sitting on a dais at the east end of 

the nave. 

 

   The Archbishop opened the 

proceedings at 10am, with nem con 

approval of the Annual Diocesan 

Report 2019 based on events in the 

Diocese.  Then followed the main 

agenda, conveniently broken down 

as follows below: 

 

   1. Eco Church. This is a scheme 

developed by the well-known 

Christian conservation charity ‘A 

Rocha UK’ (Working Group Chair 

and speaker: Gillian Knight). It  
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urges all churches individually to  

register with them and complete 

an online survey of how we ‘cater 

for God’s earth’ in the following 

areas of church life: (i) worship 

and teaching; (ii) management of 

Church buildings; (iii) 

management of Church land: (iv) 

community and global 

engagement: (v) lifestyle. There are  

three levels of Eco Church Award - 

Bronze, Silver and Gold - that 

parishes can work towards.  

(Church registration: 

ecochurch.arocha.org.uk)                                                                                                     

 

   It was formally proposed and 

accepted nem con that the Diocesan 

Conference: (i) adopts the Swansea 

and Brecon Diocesan Environmental 

Policy, and (ii) calls on the Eco-

Church Working Group to report to 

the Diocesan Conference Annually 

until Eco-diocese status is reached.                           

Comment: It may well be that we 

shall be hearing more of this 

activity as time goes on. A more 

basic version of Eco-Church began 

a decade ago in a Church in Wales 

supported environmental group 

titled CHASE (Church Action for 

Sustaining the Environment), 

based in Cardiff; it is still 

operating. 

 

   2. The Archbishop’s address.  

Who do you think you are? ‘We 

are people who make disciples’. 

‘The Christian Church is the only 

organisation that exists for the 

benefit of those who are its non-

members’. The address ended with 

a moving, slow, line-by-line 

analysis of the Lord’s Prayer; the 

Archbishop has been invited to 

include his words in one of his 

future newsletters.  

 

   3. Life Events.  The Archbishop 

supported by information via 

Canon Dr Sandra Millar (Head of 

Life Events for the (C of E) 

Archbishop’s Council), presented a 

detailed and revealing analysis of 

the huge numbers of people with 

whom the Church often only 

brushes shoulders with on the 

occasions of births, marriages and 

deaths. These occasions provide 

for (at present largely wasted)  

opportunities for interactions 

between the Church and the 

Communities it serves. (The ‘waste 

factor’ is arguably some one 

hundred-fold.) Hopefully, Dr 

Millar will speak to the next 

Diocesan Conference. 
 

   4. Ministry Areas. Tim 

Hollingdale (Ministry Area  
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Development Officer) stressed the 

need for us all as individuals in  

our formerly once stand-alone 

Churches to make an effort to 

adapt even more to the reality of 

the world we live in, to encourage 

and support each other even more 

in collaborative interactions 

between the existing Church 

communities in our Ministry 

Areas, to try new things, 

remembering in the process that 

not all experiments work.  

 

   5. Faith in Families. Sharon 

Atkins and Sian Miller presented 

an excellent video of their good 

work, but also graphically the 

reality and scale of family 

deprivation in parts of Wales, 

particularly in East Swansea, 

where some 60% of children live in 

difficult circumstances requiring 

outside assistance.  

 

   The heartening stories of the 

good work that they are able to do 

were tempered somewhat by the 

lack of money to able to do much 

more than scratch the surface of 

some of the problems. This year, 

Council and other support grants 

have actually decreased.  

 

   The excellent impression given 

by their accomplishments together 

with the need to present a positive 

encouraging ambience disguises 

the reality that they live hand-to-

mouth and constantly face the fear 

of closure. A special Christmas 

Appeal last year only produced 

some £7000, gratefully received of 

course but disappointingly only a 

tiny fraction of what is needed. (To 

contact, select ‘Faith in Families’ 

on the internet.) 

 

6. Open Doors. All of us are aware 

of the unspeakable forms of 

persecution (unimaginable in this 

country today) suffered by 

Christians particularly in the 

Middle East and in parts of Africa.  

 

   A most impressive presentation 

on this subject was given by Roger 

Faulkner, whose account was 

graphically brought home by the 

fact that he had actually been to all 

the places involved. Some 3950 

Christians were murdered in 2018-

2019. Once again, a plea for 

financial support. 

(www.opendooruk.org). 

 

   The Meeting ended with the 

Diocesan Prayer, followed by a 

generous lunch in the Cathedral.                                                                                             

 

http://www.opendooruk.org
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A CHORAL COINCIDENCE! 

Felicity Padley 

O n the evening of Thursday 

October 17th 2019, the Swansea and 

Brecon Area branch of the Royal 

School of Church Music (RSCM) 

held a Choral Workshop on the 

theme of Eventide, in Holy Cross, 

for which our own Organist, Les 

Ryan played the organ. The 

programme was devised and 

organised by Dr William Reynolds, 

the Swansea and Brecon RSCM 

Education Officer, and Organist 

and Choirmaster at St Mary’s 

Church, Swansea.  

 

   The choir was drawn from 

members of our own Parish, 

members of Mumbles Voices, and 

a few people from other local 

Parishes who enjoy learning new 

music and singing together.  

William had chosen the music to 

reflect that it was the Eve of St 

Luke’s Day (October 18th).  He had 

put the programme together 

several months ago, and chose 2 

pieces for us to sing for which the 

text had been written by John 

Henry Newman, but at the time he 

chose them – O Lord, support us all  

 

the day long and Lead, kindly light - 

William had no idea that Newman 

would be canonised by the Pope 

on October 13th – the first British 

man to be made a Saint since the 

Forty Martyrs in 1970.  

Appropriately though, we were 

able to celebrate with our Roman 

Catholic friends, this recognition of 

their new Saint, who has provided 

us with the words of several 

hymns which we still sing 

regularly. 

 

   Once people had signed in for 

the evening, by about 6.45pm, 

Penny Ryan, as the Chair of the 

Diocesan Branch of the RSCM, 

welcomed everyone, and thanked 

William and Les for organising the 

evening, and Archdeacon Jonathan 

for our use of Holy Cross.  William 

then introduced us to and 

conducted each piece of music 

which he had chosen, and with 

Les’s help we practised them all 

until William was happy with our 

efforts, before we had a brief break 

to stretch our legs and have a chat 

at about 8.00pm.  Everyone then  
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PEAKS AND TROUGHS 

Biddy Wigley 

returned to sing all the music as 

part of the Service (a shortened 

Evensong) that William had 

devised.  It was a lovely, moving 

service, thanks to William and 

Les’s teamwork and efficiency, the 

tone of the organ, and the acoustics 

of the church, as well as our 

singing.   

 

   We repaired to the Hall 

afterwards for excellent 

refreshments, kindly provided by 

the Secretary of the RSCM Branch, 

Tony Davies and his wife 

Margaret, and to spend a social 

half hour together. In the Service 

we also had 2 special Prayers - the 

RSCM Choristers’ Prayer, and the 

final Blessing.    

   The Choristers’ Prayer:-  Bless, O 

Lord, us Thy servants who minister in 

Thy temple.  Grant that what we sing 

with our lips, we may believe in our 

hearts, and what we believe in our 

hearts, we may show forth in our lives.  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

   And the Blessing:-  May the songs 

of the angels sustain us, may the 

praise of St Luke, St John Henry 

Newman, and all the saints inspire us, 

may the silent music of the unseen 

Trinity be in our hearts, And may the 

blessing of God, the Father, the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, be upon us now 

and always.  Amen 
 

D riving across the Heads of 

the Valleys, as we started the long 

trek to Nottingham, I was struck 

by the windswept and barren 

landscape. As we journeyed on, 

the Malvern Hills presented a 

similar picture. What a contrast to 

the green and fruitful meadows of 

Herefordshire and Worcestershire. 

 

   As always, the things that catch 

my eye as I travel through the 

countryside cause me to ponder 

about life and faith. This time my 

thoughts turned to mountain-top  

and valley experiences. We read 

many stories in the Bible that take 

place on hills and in valleys, but 

why? 
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   I thought about Noah’s ark 

coming to rest on  Mount Ararat. I 

recalled Moses receiving the Ten 

Commandments on Mount Sinai. I 

wondered about God’s proof of his 

power over the pagan gods on 

Mount Carmel. I marvelled at the 

Transfiguration when God 

revealed  Jesus as the fulfilment of 

both the law and the prophets. 

 

  Often, mountains are shrouded in 

mist. But as the mist clears we have 

a ‘take-the-breath-away’ moment 

as the vista is revealed - an 

epiphany! The mountain 

experiences I mention above are 

just that. Noah, Moses and Elijah 

couldn’t ‘see’ why they were on 

those mountains, but then the 

‘mist’ cleared and God’s glory was 

revealed. 

 

   But not all epiphanies happen on 

mountains. Think about the slaves  

escaping from Egypt across the 

Red Sea. Think about Jonah in the 

belly of the big fish. They too had 

intense experiences of God.   

 

   These fill us with joy and hope, 

but we have to return to the valley 

where most of day to day life is 

lived. Today the attraction of  

hedonism and individualism is 

strong. But as Christians we are 

called to live counter-culturally. 

Our ‘mountain-top’ moments are 

surely wasted if we don’t take 

them back to the valleys of the 

everyday.  

 

   In Mark 9 we find Jesus, 

following his transfiguration, 

coming back down the mountain 

with Peter, James and John. They 

hadn’t wanted the experience to 

end. But Jesus led them into the 

valley of pain where he healed a 

demon-possessed boy. 

 

   That’s the challenge for us: to 

follow Jesus to the broken places in 

society - disappointment, disease, 

fear, financial worries, illness…. to 

be ready to minister with love and 

grace in the places where people 

are hurting. For this is where we 

are shaped into Christ’s hands and 

feet. 

 

   ‘I look to the hills from whence 

cometh my strength’ [Psalm 121]. 

As I wrote earlier, nothing grows 

on the tops of mountains. It’s in the 

valleys that God’s kingdom grows, 

but the mountain-top experiences 

sustain us in the valleys. 

 

Best wishes, Biddy 
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West Cross 
Dental Practice 

 

 
 
 

54c Mulberry Avenue 
West Cross 
Swansea 
SA3 5HA 
Telephone:  404405  

Andrew Llewellyn BDC 
NHS, Private & Denplan 

MUSIC TUITION 
 

Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute 
& Theory of Music 

 
 

Nick Kiley 
BA (Hons) PGDip (RNCM) PGCE 
 
 
 

Telephone:  
07929 009772 

 

To advertise in Llwynderw, please contact 
the editor - details on page 4. 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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• All aspects of Home and Grounds Maintenance 

• Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 

• Painting and Decorating Service 

• All projects Fully Managed 

• Free Estimates and all Work Fully Insured 

 

 Mike Timbrell 07813 055357   

 down2earthltd@icloud.com 

DOWN 2 EARTH 

PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LTD 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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A surprisingly wide range of 

goods and services 

We don’t just deliver 

newspapers! 

 

Joff, Wendy & the staff 

look forward to serving you! 

Telephone:40168

 

 

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

FOR YOUR ADVERT 

@ £20 PER ANNUM 

OR COMBINE THE TWO  

FOR £40 

H 
HERITAGE 

CARPET & FLOORING LTD 
 

Specialists in carpet, wood, 
laminate & vinyl 

 

422 Gower Road, Killay,  
Swansea, SA2 7AJ 

 
Tel/Fax: 01792 202 021 

 

 

 
 

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

FOR YOUR ADVERT 

@ £20 PER ANNUM 

OR COMBINE THE TWO  

FOR £40 

DON PIPER 
 

Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 
 

Established 1962 
 

 

Customer Care  
our speciality 

 

14 Queen’s Road 
Mumbles 
Tel: 366576 

 
 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Looking for a friendly, reliable 
cleaning  
service? 

 
 

Call us now on: 
01792 448721 

 
 

www.glowhomeservices.co.uk 

Are you looking for somewhere for 

your dog to stay  

while you are away? 

 

Then try 

 

EXCLUSIVE  
STAYCATIONS  

WITH ZEUS 
We only board one small dog at a time 

 

To find out more about this  

luxury boarding experience 

 

Contact Wendy on  

01792 410176 

 

We are fully licensed and insured 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Rebekah Robertson 
has bought John O’Malley’s  
former practice. 
 

Her surgery is at: 
360 Mumbles Road, Norton. 
 

Tel: 01792 732177 

Printed at Brynymor Digital Ltd, 14 Brynymor Road, Swansea  

 
 
 

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

FOR YOUR ADVERT 

@ £20 PER ANNUM 

GLYNDERI COTTAGE                                                                                                           
 

01874 636878 
                                                                  

SENNYBRIDGE                                                             

BRECON                                                              

POWYS  

LD3 8TS 

             

Walk - Explore - Relax  
 

www.glyndericottage.co.uk 

HEADS TOGETHER 
 

Unisex Hair & Fashion Care 
Perming/Tinting/Colouring 

And Creative Designs 
 

NEW! 
O.P.I Gel Nails 

 
134 West Cross Lane, 
West Cross, Swansea 
(01792) 401471 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

http://www.glyndericottage.co.uk

