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THE PARISH OF LLWYNDERW 
Holy Cross Church & Clyne Chapel, Swansea,  

in the diocese of Swansea and Brecon 

VICAR 
The Venerable Jonathan B Davies B.Th 

(Archdeacon of Gower) 
Llwynderw Vicarage, Fairwood Road, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5JP 

Telephone & Fax: 01792 512747       Email: ven.jbd@sky.com 

CURATE 
Reverend Hywel D Griffiths 

23 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, Swansea, SA3 5DE 
Telephone: 01792 403957                Email: rev.hywel@outlook.com 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH 

Sunday 8.00am 
9.30am 
11.00am 
4.00pm 

 Holy Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
Evening Worship 
[as announced] 

 

Clyne Chapel 
Holy Cross 
Clyne Chapel 
Holy Cross 

Wednesday 10.30am  Holy Eucharist Clyne Chapel 

 

Thursday 10.00am  Holy Eucharist Holy Cross 

 

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,  
of the names of those who are sick. 

 

The Chapel of St Faith is open throughout the day  
for personal and private prayer. 

 

Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with the curate. 

 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion  
of the sick or infirm at any time.  

 

The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing. 

WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS 

Mondays  Weightwatchers 5.30pm - 7.30pm   

Fridays  Community Art Class  9.30am - 12noon   

Sundays  Ariosa Singers & Mumbles Voices  
Rehearse with Les & Penny Ryan 

2.00pm - 4.30pm 
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READERS 

Dr Felicity Padley 32 Fernhill Close,  Blackpill                                                                                                
E: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 

Mrs Biddy Wigley 5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea 
E: bobandbiddywigley@gmail.com 

Tel: 405404 

LAY WORSHIP TEAM 
Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Felicity Padley, Esther Searle, Biddy Wigley 

PAROCHIAL OFFICERS 

Parish Wardens 
Vicar’s Warden 

 
 

People’s Warden 

 
Mrs Lesley Morris  
65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty 
 
Miss Geraldine Twinney 
23 Muirfield Drive, Mayals 

 
Tel: 514769 

 
 

Tel: 420243 

PCC Secretary 
  
 
PCC Treasurer 

Dr Felicity Padley 
32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill 
 
Mr Bob Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals 

Tel: 402437 
 
 

Tel: 405404 

Parish Organist Mr Leslie Ryan, BA (hons mus), 
LCCMD, AWCCM, CertEd (Wales) 
43 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill 

Tel: 406062 

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL 
 

can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions 
 

Contact:  Revd Hywel Griffiths  
Telephone: 403957 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church at 3.15pm 

Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday 
Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080 

Cinema Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512 

Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders: Hazel Somers: 401705  
& Elaine Griffiths: 208269 
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Contributions for the JUNE issue  
to be received on or before  

Thursday 23rd May 2019 
 

for publication on Sunday 2nd June 2019 
   

Biddy Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 

 
Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

IN THIS ISSUE . . . . . . . 

5.  The Curate writes 

6.  From the Parish Registers 

7.  Messy Church 

12. Family News 

15. Music Notes 

16. Mothers’ Union 

18. Your PCC 2018-2019 

19. Love Conquers All 

20. Unite in Prayer 

22. Resurrection 

24. Called to be Good News 

25. What’s On? 

28. Parish Financial Results 

30. Hosanna in the Highest 

33. Being Resourceful 
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THE CURATE WRITES… 

Revd Hywel Griffiths 

H oly week and Easter Day are 

now behind us, but what a 

week it was! The emotional roller 

coaster ride that began with the 

triumphal ride into Jerusalem by 

Jesus on a donkey on Palm 

Sunday, with the streets lined with 

crowds of people shouting 

“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who 

comes in the name of the Lord - the 

King of Israel!”  

 

   Then there was Maundy 

Thursday when Jesus washed the 

disciples’ feet, showing the 

immensity of His servant-hood, 

and where Jesus taught them a 

new commandment “that you love 

one another just as I have loved 

you, you also should love one 

another.”  

 

   Later that same night, Judas 

betrayed Jesus into the hands of 

the soldiers, who led him away to 

be tried. On into Good Friday 

where the same crowd who had 

shouted “Hosanna”, now shouted 

“Crucify Him,” and so Jesus was 

led away to be crucified, with the 

sound of nails being hammered, 

and the sky turning black, Jesus 

died. 

 

   The Gospel reading for Easter 

Day stated that Mary Magdalene 

arrived at the tomb of Jesus 

while it was still dark, yet in the 

darkness there was a light, the light 

of Jesus burning bright, who had 

been raised from the dead.  

 

   If we go back to the beginning of 

John’s Gospel we can 

read “in him was life, and the life 

was the light of all people. The 

light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not overcome 

it.” This reminded me of a story 

entitled ‘The Cave’ which I read in 

a book by Margaret Silf, and which 

I would like to share with you. 

 

   There once was a dark cave, deep 

down in the ground, underneath the 

earth and hidden from view. Because it 

was so deep in the earth, the light had 

never been there. The cave had never 

seen light. The word ‘light’ meant 

nothing to the cave, who couldn’t 

imagine what ‘light’ might be. 
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   Then one day the sun sent an 

invitation to the cave, inviting it to 

come up and visit. 

 

   When the cave came up to visit the 

sun it was amazed and delighted, 

because the cave had never seen light 

before, and it was dazzled by the 

wonder of the experience. 

 

   Feeling so grateful to the sun for 

inviting it to visit, the cave wanted to 

return the kindness, and so it invited 

the sun to come down to visit it 

sometime, because the sun had never 

seen darkness. 

 

   So the day came, and the sun came 

down and was courteously shown into 

the cave. 

 

   As the sun entered the cave, it looked 

around with great interest, wondering 

what ‘darkness’ would be like. Then it 

became puzzled, and asked the cave, 

‘where is the darkness?’” 

 

   This year is passing by so 

quickly, and we now look forward 

to Ascension Day, Pentecost, 

and so on, with many good times 

to look forward to. Sadly at times, 

we will all be faced with 

difficulties and times of darkness, 

but we have a light, a light that 

burns bright in our lives, to guide 

us and show us the way, a light 

that will never be extinguished. 

That light is Jesus, as John puts it 

in his Gospel “in him was life, and 

the life was the light of all people. 

The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not overcome 

it.” 

 

   With much love, your friend in 

Christ, Hywel 

    At Rest 
     

    Angela Eve Sambrook 

    Sheila Margery Lily Lowe 

    Valerie Fay Ann Harris 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
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MESSY CHURCH 

Sian Griffiths 

O ur Easter Messy Church was 

held on Good Friday. We 

were thrilled to welcome some 

new friends, and their families, to 

join us in some worship and lots of 

fun. 

 

   We began with an Easter Egg 

Hunt, Cadbury’s cream eggs were 

hidden all around the church, and 

the children had great fun 

searching for them, then placing 

them when found, into Hywel’s 

basket, to be shared out to 

everyone later. 

 

   Hywel then told the children the 

story of Good Friday; they listened 

with great interest, and were eager 

to answer his questions about the 

story. We sang, Bind us together  

Lord, which has become our 

Messy Church anthem. Hywel led 

us in prayer, and then it was time 

for the crafts. 

 

The children enjoyed making, and 

eating ‘The Empty Tomb’, which 

they created out of biscuits and 

chocolate eggs. 

 

   They had lots of fun making an 

Easter Bunny, out of paper plates.  

Some very colourful palm crosses  
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were painted, and beautiful crosses 

made of lollipop sticks were 

created. Quite a few of the many 

crafts on offer were cross related, 

as we wanted to make the children 

aware of the significance of the 

cross on Good Friday. 
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      One craft which the children 

took great delight and pride in was 

the making of Easter cards for boys 

in the Jeel al Amal orphanage in 

Bethany, near Jerusalem which Bob 

and Biddy will be hand delivering 

when they visit the orphanage on  

their pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(It is, coincidentally, one of the  

Bishop’s Lent charities this year).  

 

   The children had written such 

thoughtful and kind messages 

inside the cards, which made those  

of us who read them, feel very 

proud. 
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   There were many other crafts to 

make and enjoy, and parents and 

grandparents had fun joining in as 

well. 

 

   Reluctantly, we stopped making 

the crafts to feast on Hot Cross 

Buns, cakes, fruit, ham, cheese, and 

crisps. Everything was yummy. 
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We ended with the messy grace, 

and by singing our newly learned 

prayer ‘Be Kind.’ 

 

   As Hywel had told us earlier, 

“today is a sad day, but in three 

days time there’s a very happy 

ending.” Messy Church certainly 

wasn’t sad, we’d all enjoyed as 

Felicity calls it “the organised 

chaos,” and the children left with 

smiles, and not forgetting their 

cream eggs. 

 

   We are truly blessed here in the 

Parish to have an ever willing, 

enthusiastic team of helpers, who 

help make Messy Church such fun  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and so successful. Thank you to 

you all. 

 

   We would like to say a very big 

thank you to Lyn Jones, who 

kindly donated the chocolate eggs 

for the egg hunt. Your generosity 

was much appreciated. 

 

   The date for the next Messy 

Church is, Monday, 10th of June. 

Hope to see you all there. 

 

Lots of love, Sian. 
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FAMILY NEWS  

B etty Williams has settled into 

Hengoed Park with the  

wonderful support of Kathryn, 

Richard and David. I have just 

heard from Kathryn that  she and 

Betty won first prize in the Easter 

Bonnet Parade on Easter Monday! 

 

   Last time I visited, Betty proudly 

showed me the two ‘bonnets’ that 

Kathryn had made in preparation 

for the big day. They were 

fantastic! And here is a picture to 

prove it! Congratulations from all 

your friends in Llwynderw! 
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F elicity Barrow completed 

the London marathon in 

an amazing 5 hours 38 

minutes!  

 

She emailed: ‘Faith tested on 

all levels today. Really weird 

though - hit the wall at 18 

miles. Was listening to my 

playlist - 80’s stuff - and Shine 

Jesus Shine and One More 

Step played randomly - gave  

me a great kick ….’ 

 

    

 

   Congratulations Felicity, 

from all your friends at 

Llwynderw, on an amazing 

achievement! 

 

Above: at mile 21 

Right: the finish    

GOD IS LOOKING FOR 

ORDINARY PEOPLE  

EMPOWERED BY HIM TO 

DO EXTRAORDINARY 

THINGS! 

 

Unknown 
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A letter from David: 

David Masters has asked me to 

include the email he sent to PCC 

members in March. Not all readers 

will have met David, but may 

remember his appearance in 

Family News in the March 

magazine.  

Dear PCC, 

  

I wanted to give you an update as to the discernment process I have 

been going through. 

  

This week after much reflection and discussion with my wife Siona, I 

have realised that I need to focus on my family. As a result I have 

decided to fully withdraw from the process of discernment and 

training for the ministry. Earlier this week I informed Jonathan and 

the DDO Canon Ian Rees of this. 

  

I have been so grateful for the kindness, support and friendship you 

all have shown over the past two years as I've discerned my vocation. 

I've got a lot to process as I come to terms with this decision. As you 

will be aware it impacts what I for many years have believed is my 

vocation. 

  

I'm planning to take a step back from church life for a few weeks at 

least to give me space to process what's happened, and to give me 

more time for my family. It's been a difficult decision to do this, but I 

have decided to step down from all church rotas (reading/

intercessions/sub-churchwarden/lifts) with immediate effect. I'm 

aware this is likely to create some difficulties and I apologise for 

causing these. I am hurting, and I need some space at the moment. 

  

Thank you again for all your support, and please hold me in your 

prayers.  David. 
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T he choir of St Martin’s in the 

Fields is at St Mary’s, city 

centre, on Saturday 25 May 7pm-

9pm for a concert. It is a choir of 

22 young professional singers and 

choral scholars. Entry at the door 

is £10. They are singing a variety 

of religious works including 

Handel’s Zadok the Priest and 

Parry’s I was glad. The organist is 

Neath born James Gough and the 

choir is directed by Tom Williams 

who hails from Port Talbot. 

 

   The Ariosa Singers, directed by 

Penny and Les Ryan will be at St 

Hilary’s Church Hall on Monday 

13 May at the invitation of the St 

Hilary’s Music Society. This 

informal concert is open to all and 

starts at 7.30pm. 

 

   On Friday 24 May, 11am,  the 

Director of the RSCM, Hugh 

Morris will be addressing a 

meeting of representatives from 

the dioceses of St David’s, 

Swansea and Brecon, Llandaff and 

Monmouth. Mr Morris is newly 

appointed and keen to meet 

RSCM reps from south Wales. The 

meeting will be in Holy Cross 

Church.  Swansea was deemed to 

be a good half-way point between 

St David’s and St Woolos. 

 

   Clyne in Bloom: for the majority 

of the Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Fridays during the opening of 

Clyne Chapel in May, I shall be 

playing some quiet organ music n 

the afternoons, for the visitors. 

We’ll also have a leaflet about the 

new organ there. 

 

   Does anyone have a photo of the 

old organ in Holy Cross I could 

borrow? I’m currently writing up 

a leaflet about the organs in Holy 

Cross, but do not have a photo of 

the first organ.   

 

   The concert at Holy Cross on 

Low Sunday raised  £727 for the 

Multiple Sclerosis Society, Cymru 

in Cardiff for their Research 

programme. Thanks to all who 

participated: Ariosa Singers, 

Mumbles Voices and several of 

Penny’s singing students. 

MUSIC NOTES 

Les Ryan, Parish Organist 
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O n 2 April Matt James of 

Welsh Ambulance Services 

explained to us how they 

operated, including the staggering 

statistic that the Swansea, Neath & 

Port Talbot area is served by only 

15 ambulances, with just 18 

attending a quarter of Wales.  

After speaking about fall 

prevention & how to deal with a 

tumble, Matt distributed copies of 

the informative ‘Get up and Go’ 

booklet which can be viewed at 

and obtained from 

www.csp.org.uk/publications/get-

go-guide-staying-steady 

 

   Matt also distributed free Lions 

Club plastic tubs & forms – part of 

a voluntary ‘Message in a Bottle’ 

scheme. This is a simple but 

effective way for anyone on 

medication or with allergies to 

keep their basic personal and 

medical details where they can be 

found in an emergency on a 

standard form and in a common 

location – the fridge.  Two stickers 

are provided: one for the fridge 

door and the other for inside of 

the front door of the premises.  

Paramedics, police, fire-fighters 

and social services know to look in 

the fridge when they see the 

Message in a Bottle stickers.  More 

details at http://lionsclubs.co/

MemberArea/message-in-a-bottle/. 

 

   Joint Branch Leaders Hazel 

Somers (also Branch Treasurer) & 

Elaine Griffiths (also Branch 

Secretary) attended the bi-annual 

MU Diocesan Council at Brecon 

on 11 April.  Worship was led by 

our new Chaplain Rev Julie 

Wagstaff who reminded us of our 

commitment to Christ, our 

commitment to live in solidarity 

with those who journey with him 

today, and the need to be a 

Christian witness in the 

communities of people most 

seriously affected by the injustices 

of the present system.  We ended 

with the prayer, 

 

   “Loving God, may we work towards 

your purpose for us, so that our hearts  

MOTHERS’ UNION                                

Christian Care for Families                                

Elaine Griffiths 

http://www.csp.org.uk/publications/get-go-guide-staying-steady
http://www.csp.org.uk/publications/get-go-guide-staying-steady
http://lionsclubs.co/MemberArea/message-in-a-bottle/
http://lionsclubs.co/MemberArea/message-in-a-bottle/
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will be open to one another, with 

compassion and consideration.  When 

we meet together you are always 

among us.  Fill us now with new 

courage, zeal & purpose, new vision 

& resolve.  Lord, we offer this day to 

your glory. Amen. 

 

   At the meeting we learned that 

the recently appointed World 

Wide President, Mrs Sheran 

Harper from Guyana, plans to 

visit our Diocese on 5 September.  

We look forward to meeting her. 

 

   Our new office holders are 

Mesdames Sally Freedman 

(Diocesan President), Ella Thomas 

(Vice President Brecon), Jill 

McPherson (Vice President 

Gower) with General Trustees 

Moira Bibby, Ailsa Howells, Helen 

Jones, Jeanne Hughes & Rachel 

Wells. Administrative officers are 

Hon. Secretary Helen Williams & 

Hon. Treasurer Heather Price. 

 

   On Tuesday 7 May 

we plan to belatedly 

celebrate May Day 

& couple of Big ‘O’ 

Birthdays.  Why 

don’t you come 

along and party 

with us, and find 

out who we are?  Like all our 

meetings, our get together starts at 

2.15pm and is open to all. 

    

   On 14 May the MU Greater 

Gower Deanery Festival will take 

place at 2pm at St Catherine’s, 

Gorseinon.  The speaker will be 

Canon Peter Brooks.  Peter is Vicar 

of the five churches in the Parish 

of Three Cliffs Bay, Ministry Area 

Leader for Gower & Area Dean for 

a quarter of the Diocese. 

 

   On 21 May at the MU Diocesan 

Festival & Commissioning at 

Brecon Cathedral (starting 

2.30pm) we are be addressed by 

Archbishop John. 

 

   On 4 June we are set to welcome 

Cynthia Mumford to explain how 

as a ‘Reluctant Recruit’ she 

became an accredited local 

preacher in the Methodist Church 

(Mumbles) & what it entails. 

 

   2 July is our Branch’s main fund 

raising coffee evening, raffle and 

Bring & Buy to support & help 

develop Christian care for families 

at home and abroad, and to 

contribute to the cost to the Parish 

of the overheads of our meetings 

in the Parish Hall at Holy Cross. 
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   5 July at 11am, Llwynderw 

Branch is responsible, with the 

Gowerton & Bishopston Branches, 

for arranging the MU Monthly 

Eucharist at St Mary’s, Swansea.  

 

OUR BRANCH MEETINGS  

ARE OPEN TO ALL.   

WE LOOK FORWARD TO 

WELCOMING YOU.  

Vicar’s Warden People’s Warden 

Lesley Morris Geraldine Twinney 

Parish Treasurer PCC Secretary 

Bob Wigley Felicity Padley 

PCC Members - Clyne Chapel PCC Members - Holy Cross 

Elaine Griffiths Kathleen Boyce 

Mark Fraser Pam Davison 

Roger Knight David Owen 

Esther Searle Joyce Owen 

Biddy Wigley Hazel Somers 

Diocesan Conference Deanery Conference 

Bob Wigley Bob Wigley 

Supplementals Biddy Wigley 

Kathleen Boyce Supplementals 

 Sian Griffiths 

 Kate Whittingham 

YOUR PCC 2019-2020 
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T he Archbishop of Wales has 

condemned as ‘barbaric’ the 

terrorist attack on churches and 

hotels in Sri Lanka today. He calls 

on us to work for peace and 

justice. 

 

   The Archbishop, John Davies, 

says, “On the very day when 

Christians throughout the world 

were celebrating the truth that the 

barbarism and cruelty of Good 

Friday had not overcome love and 

justice, we were greeted by news 

of the atrocities in Sri Lanka, a 

country well-used to terror but 

which, for the past ten years has 

been relatively peaceful. Cold, 

calculating and carefully planned 

barbaric acts of terror were 

launched against people exercising 

their freedom to worship, relax or 

go about their daily business.  

 

   “I condemn, in the strongest 

possible terms, those possessed of 

perverse and sick minds and who 

both planned and executed these 

dreadful attacks. We remember in 

our prayers the dead, the injured 

and those who grieve, together 

with all those who continue to 

work for social cohesion, tolerance 

peace and justice. 

 

   “Following on from the murder, 

in Londonderry, of Lyra McKee, a 

promising young journalist and 

activist for human rights and who 

was simply doing her job, these 

events are an ongoing reminder of 

the human capacity to wound the 

innocent and mar the world for 

which, in Christ, God showed his 

love. 

 

   “People of a good heart and 

loving mind must not let such 

events dim their desire to continue 

to work for a world and for 

communities where these things 

will no longer be tolerated.” 

 

 

 

 

From the 

website of The 

Church in 

Wales 

LOVE CONQUERS ALL 
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UNITE IN PRAYER 

I am grateful to those who have 

embraced the idea of uniting in prayer 

and who offer fresh prayers month by 

month. Please keep sending your 

‘triplets’ in. I do hope that readers find  

them helpful. 

 

At the beginning of the day: 

 

H eavenly Father,  

I love to get up early and 

experience the beauty of the sun 

breaking over the horizon to herald 

a new day.  The strength of its fire 

and light makes all creation reach 

upward.  Its magnificence seems 

even more amazing after a season 

of grey skies and rain.  I know that 

Your love for me is like the sun. It 

fills my cold heart with strength, 

with power and with brilliance. 

 

   But there are days, like today, 

when I feel weak and struggle with 

doubts.  I see the powerful rays of 

the sun with my eyes, but they 

cannot seem to break through the 

clouds in my heart.  At other times 

the pain of loss has been so strong 

that taking the next breath is 

difficult, and I shrink back and 

cloak myself in darkness.  Help me, 

Lord, to let the rays of Your love 

penetrate the clouds and fill me 

with sunlight. 

 

   Lord, I want the powerful light of 

Your love to chase away my fears 

and open my life to Your 

undimming truth.  I want to radiate 

the warmth of that light to all those 

You bring across my path.  I want 

Your love to shine so brightly 

through me that those who 

encounter me will be left reaching 

for its Source.  

Amen. 

 

In the middle of the day: 

 

L ord God, 

How many times I forget that 

You are in control.  I become so 

absorbed in my own struggles, my 

own joys, my own projects and my 

own schedule, that when another 

commitment or problem crosses 

my path I only wonder how ‘I’ am 

going to handle it. 

 

When I turn my eyes inward, Lord, 

I lose sight of Your power, Your 
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   Your timing in every situation.  I  

forget that those things I perceive 

as struggles are the things that 

make me grow.  When I focus on 

my abilities, I come away feeling 

inadequate.  When I focus on Your 

abilities, I come away feeling  

strong.  Only in Your strength can I  

truly understand another person’s 

needs, sense someone else’s hurt or 

love another by listening.  Help me 

to bear in mind that when I turn 

my heart to my own selfishness,  I 

am no use to anyone, not even 

myself. 

 

   Forgive me, Lord, for forgetting 

that You are in charge.  Keep me 

focused on You today, more than 

on myself.  Thank You for giving 

me Your wisdom to guide me and 

Your strength to help me follow 

Your way.  Help me to be a 

blessing to others and pleasing in 

Your eyes. 

Amen 

 

At the end of the day: 

 

L ord, 

Thank You for the promise of 

Heaven.  There is nothing on earth 

that can compare with the rewards 

in Heaven.  As I walk this life with 

You, I am encouraged that You 

have never left my side.  When I 

have awakened in the middle of 

the night, You have always been 

there.  During the day as I’ve faced 

the trials of this life, You have been 

with me.  Lord, as the sun sets and 

the world slows down to rest, You 

are there.  I am holding on to You. 

My heart’s cry is to run the race 

with You and fulfil Your will in my 

life.  It is my desire to bring joy to 

Your heart and peace to mine.  I 

am holding on to You.  There is no 

greater pleasure I have than 

worshipping, proclaiming and 

glorifying Your Name.  There is no 

greater joy than living according to 

Your plan for my life.  I am 

holding on to You. 

 

   I desire to see Heaven, Lord, to 

sit at Your feet and cast crowns 

before You.  I will keep my eyes on 

You until that day comes.  There is 

still so much work to be done, and 

I am willing. Sweet Saviour, 

strengthen me to keep holding on 

to You. 

Amen 
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RESURRECTION 

Archbishop John’s Easter message 

S ome of you will be familiar 

with the Negro Spiritual ‘Were 

You There When They Crucified My 

Lord?’ Our answer to its question, 

of course, is ‘No, we weren’t there’. 

But there were people around at 

the time whose memories of the 

events in Jerusalem when Jesus 

entered it to shouts of ‘Hosanna!’ 

and, so soon after, when the shouts 

demanded ‘Crucify him!’ were 

passed on and now form part of 

the Gospel story. 

 

   We know that Jerusalem at that 

time was a place of political unrest 

and suspicion, and so it’s not 

surprising that with the coming of 

someone into Jerusalem attracting 

so much attention the authorities 

would have been very wary 

indeed. They quickly came to see 

Jesus and his messages about 

justice, compassion and goodness 

as a dangerous threat to the set-up 

that they had managed to create. 

So ‘Hosanna’ became ‘Crucify’ – 

basically, let’s get rid of this 

individual, this threat to our 

comfortable and carefully created 

existence. The very fact that the 

Christian Church was born, 

however, confirms a truth that is 

both simple yet complex: although 

they tried to get rid of Jesus, 

although they believed they had 

got rid of him, nothing of the sort 

had happened. 

 

   As we move towards Easter 2019, 

our celebration of his new life, we 

are ourselves at a time of political 

turmoil. I hope that, despite the 

deeply unwelcome agitation and 

activities of some who see this as 

an opportunity to encourage 

unrest, there won’t be any, and 

that people will take a step back, 

recognising that, just as they have 

their own firm opinions, so do 

others and their right to hold those 

opinions is something to be 

respected. 

 

   More than that, I hope that 

people will turn their attention to 

the many needy people we have in 

our communities and beyond. I 

don’t need to remind you of either 

the exceptional needs some of  
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A NOTE FROM HYWEL EVANS 

 

Just a note to say a big thank you for your 

sponsorship regarding the All Saints’ 

Hymnathon. Overall we have raised over 

£5000 for charity. 

 

With regards as always,

Hywel. 

these have people have, or their 

causes. Their world needs change; 

they need new life; they want their 

own resurrection. 

 

   It’s sometimes said that we don’t 

have the capacity to change the 

world – it is all too complicated, 

difficult and challenging. My 

response to this is to affirm that 

one act of kindness, one act of 

generosity, one act of compassion, 

one act of forgiveness, one act of 

love, by one person to another, 

changes that other person’s life; 

and if one person’s life is changed 

then the world is changed and 

changed for the better. 

   So, yes, we are in a bit of a bind 

politically; but there are other 

things on the nation’s agenda, real 

issues of real need. I urge that, at 

this time of celebrating Christ’s 

new life, we won’t let goodness 

and love be put to one side, we 

won’t try and do away with the 

message of compassion, and that 

we will seek to bring new life to 

those who are in really deep need. 

 

   A happy and a blessed Easter to 

all of you. 

 

From the website of The Church in 

Wales 
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CALLED TO BE GOOD NEWS 

A rchbishop John led the 

annual Chrism Eucharist at 

Brecon Cathedral, reminding “all 

of us of our capacity to be the 

bearers of good news”. 

 

   The service saw the blessing of 

the holy oils and a renewal of 

commitment to ministry, which 

Archbishop John said meant a 

rekindling of the calling to bring 

“bright light to dark places”. 

Admitting to an addiction to news, 

from the local paper to world 

headlines, he said: ”We are 

confronted daily by tales of crime, 

violence, abuse, drug use, 

homelessness, fraud, political 

chicanery and uncertainty, natural 

disasters, prejudice in a variety of 

forms – racial prejudice or because 

of sexual orientation – a lack of 

trust in previously trusted 

institutions, individuals, 

profession or disciplines. 

 

   “With all that surrounding us, 

it’s very easy to think that there is 

so little good 

news around 

and to become 

distracted, 

downhearted 

and 

disillusioned 

and even 

defeated. What 

can I do in the face of all of this? 

 

   “One of the things that I 

reminded some students about 

recently, when they might feel that 

way, is that they can actually 

change the world. Because one act 

of compassion, one act of 

gentleness, of kindness, of mercy, 

of forgiveness, of love, from one 

person to another, changes 

someone’s life. And if someone’s 

life is changed then, as 

imperceptibly as it may be, the 

world is changed for the better.” 

 

From the Diocesan Bulletin,  

23 April 2019 

Chrism service: 'a reminder of our common calling 

to be, and live, as good news’ 
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WHAT’S ON? 

 
  

 
 

Clyne Chapel opening    
during Clyne in Bloom 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The chapel will be open 1pm - 4pm from Saturday 4th May to Thursday 
30th May 2019, except on Saturday 11th May when a wedding is taking 
place. We will be offering a cup of tea or coffee with a piece of cake. 
There will be no charge but donations will be welcomed towards the 
Llwynderw Charitable Giving Fund. 
 
On Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays our parish organist, Mr Leslie 
Ryan will play ‘contemplative, soft’ music from 2pm - 2.45pm.  
 
 Mondays   6, 13, 20, 27 May 
 Wednesdays 8, 15, 22, 29 May 
 Fridays  10, 17 May  
 
There will be a full colour brochure about the new organ available, 
during open days, at a cost of £2.00 
 
Why not bring your friends to enjoy some spiritual and physical 
refreshment. 
 
Groups welcome but prior notice would be appreciated. 
 
 

Lesley Morris Tel no: 01792 514769   
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GOWER FESTIVAL 1ST - 13TH JULY 2019 
 

 Tickets will be on sale to the general public from 1st May 2019 and there 
are several ways to buy: 

 

 You can buy online via www.gowerfestival.org 
 

 You can telephone 01792 475715 
 

 You can visit the box office at; 
The Grand Theatre 

Singleton Street 
Swansea SA1 3QJ 

 
Festival Friends have priority booking from 1 April 2019. 

 
Clyne chapel will be the venue for Oliver Wass (harp) and Huw 

Wiggin (saxophone) on Friday 12 July at 2.30pm 

NOTICE FOR VOLUNTEERS MANNING CLYNE CHAPEL  
DURING CLYNE IN BLOOM 

 
If you have volunteered to help can you please bring a cake with you 

when you attend. If you are bringing a homemade cake can the name of 
the maker, the variety of cake and the date it was made and also a list of 

ingredients be included. Such details are acknowledged by the Foods 
Standard Agency as best practice. 

 
Sylvia Williams, telephone number 01792 401418, will be monitoring  

the need for cake so please contact her for clarification. 
 

Thank You 

FILM CLUB DATES 

2 May 2019 Mrs Henderson Presents 
Judi Dench & Bob Hoskins 

16 May 2019 The Greatest Showman 
Hugh Jackman 
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T his is a synopsis of our 

figures for the year, where I 

am pleased to report that from 

normal activities, ie. excluding 

Costs of Capital Projects (£78,357) 

and Extraordinary or Restricted 

Income, (£15,262) we have 

generated a modest Surplus over 

Costs, of £387! In other words, we 

have ‘paid our way’, which is no 

mean feat in today’s difficult 

financial climate. 

 

Detailed Consolidated Accounts 

and commentary are, of course in 

the Annual Vestry Report, but I 

thought readers were be interested 

in the following Highlights:- 

 

 We have made Annual 

Charitable Donations of 

£5,000. 

 Retiring Collections 

including Faith in Families 

Boxes and the Bishop’s Lent 

Appeal were £2,406. 

 We contributed £500 

(approx. 50%) towards the 

cost of a Defibrillator, 

situated on the wall between 

the Vicarage and the School. 

 We did not draw any income 

from the Blackpill School 

Trust, so the Income Account 

has risen by £2,522. 

 Gift Aid receipts for the year 

were £14,735, courtesy of 

HMRC!  

 The Holy Cross Roof Project 

is completed, where the 

balance on the Roof Account 

(£2,862) will more or less 

cover the outstanding 

Retentions Account. 

 The Clyne Chapel 

Restoration Project was 

substantially completed by 

the year end, with the 

outstanding amount not 

material in the context of our 

figures. 

 The Clyne Chapel Organ 

Rebuild was well under way 

at the year end, where the 

Contract Price was in the 

region of £48,500. The project 

has since been completed, 

and the account paid. 

 Since the year end, we sold 

24 Manselfield Road, Murton 

and net sales proceeds of 

£285,440 were received on  

PARISH FINANCIAL RESULTS 

for the year to 31st December 2018 



29 

THE 2019 DATES FOR GREATER GOWER DEANERY SYNODS  
 

Sunday 21st July 3.00pm  
Deanery Celebration Service St. Paul’s Sketty  

Guest Preacher TBA. 
 

Monday 14th October 10.00am to 3.30pm.  
Away Day for ordained and lay Ministers at Oystermouth Church  

with Canon Mark Clavier - the Gospel for Year A 2020 
 

2nd December 7.00pm St Mary’s Pennard  
Parish Share 2020 

 
Synods are open to all who wish to attend. 

 27th February. These are 

 Restricted Funds, which have 

 been used towards the Clyne 

 Chapel Building and Organ   

 works. 

 Although we did not pay an 

Organists Honorarium in 

2018, courtesy of Wyn Parry, 

we did reserve the imputed 

costs of £2,400 into the 

Special Organs Fund, so the 

Honorarium being paid to 

our new Parish Organist will 

simply maintain the ‘status 

quo’. 

 Our Parish Share, £63,656 

was paid in full. 

 

   Although, therefore our Financial 

Position is more than satisfactory, 

it is entirely right that we should 

meet our day to day costs from our 

regular income, and our Giving 

Income is a substantial part of that. 

Our congregation is historically 

generous, but as always,  inflation 

continues to  cause our costs to 

rise.  So, we need please to review 

our Giving at least  annually, in the 

context of our own individual 

income and expenditure, to ensure 

that we can continue to ‘balance 

the books’, and during the course 

of this year, we shall engage in a 

Stewardship Campaign.  

 

   At Easter, it is of course entirely 

appropriate that we should 

remember the price that Jesus paid 

for our salvation, and what we owe 

Him in return. 

 

Bob Wigley 

Parish Treasurer  
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HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST 

Bob Wigley 

O n Sunday evening 28th April 

a full Holy Cross Church 

was treated to a veritable feast of 

festal music, courtesy of course of 

The Ariosa Singers and Mumbles 

Voices, directed as always by our 

good friends Penny and Les Ryan. 

 

   The concert started with a 

rousing rendition of the Hallelujah 

Chorus from Handel’s Messiah, 

sung by the whole ensemble, 

followed by the rather more gentle 

strains of Mozart’s  Ave Verum 

Corpus. We hardly had time to 

catch our breath, before a rafter- 

raising performance of The Holy 

City! 

 

   A melodic and lilting version of 

Bach’s Mighty Lord, followed by 

the lovely pure and gentle strains 

of Frank’s Panis Angelicus 

preceded two pieces from Karl 

Jenkin’s Gloria, I’ll make music, 

and Lord and Master, with the 

second piece involving a number 

of the Ariosa Soloists. This was 

followed by the haunting strains of 

Robat Arwyn’s version of the 

Benedictus. 

   The whole ensemble came 

together to sing Speed your 

Journey from Verdi’s opera 

Nabucco, full of lovely melodic 

harmonies, and the first half ended 

with Arwel Hughes’ setting of 

Thomas Hughes Welsh hymn  

Tydi a Roddaist Liw i’r Wawr 

(Thou gavest colour to the dawn) 

where the welsh words make 

perfect use of tender welsh vowels, 

to convey the beauty of creation, 

and God’s giving of light and 

warmth to a Cambrian dawn – 

simply breathtaking! 

 

   A glass of wine and a chat 

allowed us to come down to earth! 

To start the second half,  seven of 

the male Ariosa Soloists gave us 

Allelulia, Worthy is the Lamb by 

Michael Smith, followed by A 

Gaelic Blessing by John Rutter – a 

lovely example of Rutter’s tranquil 

and peaceful music. This mood 

continued, as we reverted to 

Handel’s Messiah - Come unto 

Him maintained that tranquility – 

beautiful!   

 

   Then a complete change of scene  
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– we were transported to 

Broadway with a powerful and 

lively rendition of The Impossible 

Dream, just in case anyone had 

become too relaxed! Then the 

ensemble came together with the 

well-known favourite Jesu Joy of 

Man’s Desiring – you could almost 

hear the audience humming along 

– and this gentle melodic mood 

continued with the meditation  

God so loved the World  from The 

Crucifixion by John Stainer – the 

essence of Easter! This was 

followed by another welsh song by 

Robat Arwyn – Hyn n’ar Coed – so 

good to hear something which was 

probably new to most of us. 

    

   Another Benedictus, this time 

from The Armed Man by Karl 

Jenkins – certainly one of my 

favourites, and The Armed Man 

has been on the Classic FM Hall of 

Fame Top Ten almost continuously 

since its Premiere in 2000. The 

haunting and soulful Benedictus 

must be one of the most moving 

pieces of music ever written, and 

by a welsh composer at that! We 

were then lifted out of our reverie 

by Elgar’s lively, indeed almost 

jaunty Praise God my Soul, and the 

concert closed, very appropriately  
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ONE SIP AT A TIME 
 
Grief leaves no one unvisited.  It passes like a shadow, shading one’s 
world with gloom and despair.  Grief can seem to stretch on forever, 
unsurpassable and always present.  Every future hope is extinguished, 
and it seem as if no joy will ever be able to penetrate the darkness again. 
 
Bone-deep anguish can’t be swallowed whole.  Like a scalding cup of tea, 
if gulped down, it will sear and blister.  The only bearable way to 
consume it is one tiny sip at a time.  If the mourner decides to live 
minute by minute, hour by hour, day by day, leaving the weight of the 
future in God’s capable hands and asking Him for comfort in the present, 
s/he will be sustained.  God’s power can reach into the deepest depths of 
despair.  And in time, be it months or years, the burning cup of grief will 
cool, and life will be sweet to the tongue again, ready to be savoured. 

with the Easter Hymn by 

Mascagni. 

 

   Readers will have noticed that I 

have not mentioned individual 

soloists, simply because they were 

all outstanding in their very 

different ways, and a real tribute to 

Penny’s guidance and tuition. The 

Ariosa Singers were excellent, as 

were Mumbles Voices, and we are 

truly blessed to have all this talent 

available for us to enjoy locally. 

 

   Penny Ryan of course directed 

the Choirs and Soloists with her 

customary professional panache, 

and the all important instrumental 

accompaniment was excellently 

provided by Les Ryan on the 

Organ, and Lisa Mears and Les 

shared the piano duties.  

 

   What a delight to hear our new 

piano for the first time, and I am 

sure that readers will be aware that 

this was purchased with a 

substantial and generous donation 

from the Ariosa Singers and 

Mumbles Voices towards the cost. 

On the evidence of this evening, 

money very well spent!  

 

   Talking about money, the 

proceeds from the concert, £727 

were donated to Multiple Sclerosis 

Cymru - as Penny regularly 

reminds her pupils, in a nutshell, 

“to live is to give!” 
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BEING RESOURCEFUL 

Biddy Wigley 

S ome of my favourite 

programmes on television and 

radio are those that focus on the 

countryside. With the exception of 

a couple of sojourns on the edge of 

suburbia, my childhood was spent 

deep in the North Wales and 

Worcestershire countrysides. 

 

   Needless to say, I spent almost all 

of my waking hours outside. With 

animals to care for and food to 

grow, whatever the weather, I was 

outside. With little money, family 

activities also took place outside in 

the form of long hikes and picnics. 

Often these walks included periods 

of foraging in the hedgerows. 

 

   We kept chickens for their eggs. 

When a bird stopped laying its 

neck was pulled and we ate it. 

After dark my father would go into 

the fields with flashlamps and 

shoot rabbits. I loved watching him 

prepare them for my mother to put 

in the pot for supper! 

 

   Listening to friends I am aware 

that my early years were rather 

different to theirs. Living in the 

country I had never heard of 

Saturday cinema, and had rarely 

been shopping.  

 

   Reflecting on that time it was, in 

many ways, tough and frugal. We 

were content with the simple 

things, but also thrifty, resilient 

and resourceful with what we had. 

 

   A week or two ago I was 

listening to Rachel Garside on 

Radio 4’s ‘Country Focus.’ Her 

main topic - growing daffodils at 

altitude. 

 

   It seems that relatively recent 

research has shown that a 

substance used in the treatment of 

Alzheimer’s, galanthamine, is 

found in daffodils which thrive in 

wet, cold and miserable conditions. 

Grow them at altitude and the 

more challenging conditions make 

them produce greater quantities of 

the alkaloid galanthamine!! 

 

   Hill farmer Kevin Stevens, in mid

-Wales, was facing a questionable 

future and looking for ways to  

increase the income now that  his  
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son was also working on the farm.  

 

   He came across Professor 

Walker’s research into the effect of 

altitude on the daffodils and they 

subsequently set up Agroceutical 

and developed a network of 

growers.  Penn Pharma, a 

pharmaceutical company in 

Tredegar, processes the 

Galanthamine.  

 

   Kevin’s resourcefulness has 

resulted in increased income for 

other hill farmers, as well as the 

raw material for an important 

treatment. He used only what he 

already had - his land and his 

need. 

 

   We find many examples in the 

Bible. Think of Ruth [chapter 2], a 

destitute widow in extreme need, 

who took on a degrading task to 

satisfy her need, showing great 

strength of character. 

 

   Look at ‘the wife of noble 

character’ [Proverbs 31.13-37]. She 

was hardworking, thrifty and 

resourceful. 

 

   And then look at Jesus feeding 

the 5000 [Matthew 14.13-21]. The 

meagre resources available that 

day were multiplied in Jesus’ 

hands. From that we surmise that 

our own meagre resources of time, 

talent and treasure can also be 

multiplied when we place them at 

Jesus’ disposal. 

 

   Theodore Roosevelt is quoted as 

saying: ‘Do what you can, with 

what you have, where you are.’ 

This means looking at ways to 

overcome difficulties and to solve 

problems by adapting to different 

situations. 

 

   Being resourceful means that we 

utilize all that is readily available 

to us.  I believe that God wants us 

to be good stewards of the 

resources He has given us and to 

find the best ways to use what we 

have for problem solving, for 

surviving and for blessing others.   

   But He also wants us to utilize 

the resources of His Holy Spirit, 

His Word, and His People to 

further our spiritual 

understanding, our faith and our 

ability to be used by Him. 

Best wishes, Biddy 
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West Cross 
Dental Practice 

 
 
 
 
54c Mulberry Avenue 
West Cross 
Swansea 
SA3 5HA 
Telephone:  404405  

Andrew Llewellyn BDC 
NHS, Private & Denplan 

MUSIC TUITION 
 

Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute 
& Theory of Music 

 
 

Nick Kiley 
BA (Hons) PGDip (RNCM) PGCE 
 
 

Telephone:  
07929 009772 

 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

To advertise in Llwynderw, please contact 
the editor - details on page 4. 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 



39 

 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

 

 

• All aspects of Home and Grounds Maintenance 

• Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 

• Painting and Decorating Service 

• All projects Fully Managed 

• Free Estimates and all Work Fully Insured 

 

 Mike Timbrell 07813 055357   

 down2earthltd@icloud.com 

DOWN 2 EARTH 

PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LTD 
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PAUL BASTIAN 
CHARTERED BUILDING SURVEYOR 

 

Building Surveys 

Structural Surveys 

RICS Homebuyer Surveys 
 

 

20 Pontardulais Road,  

Gorseinon, Swansea, SA4 4FE 

Tel: 01792 898663  

Fax: 01792 898699            

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

H 
HERITAGE 

CARPET & FLOORING LTD 
 

Specialists in carpet, wood, 
laminate & vinyl 

 
422 Gower Road, Killay, Swansea, SA2 7AJ 

Tel/Fax: 01792 202 021 
 

www.heritagecarpetandflooring.com 

 

 

 
 
 

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

FOR YOUR ADVERT 

@ £20 PER ANNUM 

Mumbles after school 

Maths and English 

Call Sally 

363110 

DON PIPER 
 

Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 
 

Established 1962 
 

 

Customer Care  
our speciality 

 

14 Queen’s Road 
Mumbles 
Tel: 366576 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

 
 

Looking for a friendly, reliable 
cleaning  
service? 

 
 

Call us now on: 
01792 448721 

 
 

www.glowhomeservices.co.uk 

Are you looking for somewhere 

for your dog to stay  

while you are away? 

 

Then try 
 

EXCLUSIVE  
STAYCATIONS  
WITH ZEUS 

We only board one small dog at a time 

 

To find out more about this  

luxury boarding experience 

 

Contact Wendy on  

01792 410176 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Rebekah Robertson 
has bought John O’Malley’s  
former practice. 
 

Her surgery is at: 
360 Mumbles Road, Norton. 
 

Tel: 01792 732177 

A surprisingly wide range of 

goods and services 

We don’t just deliver 

newspapers! 
 

Joff, Wendy & the staff 

look forward to serving you! 

Telephone:401689  

Printed at Brynymor Digital Ltd, 14 Brynymor Road, Swansea  

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

GLYNDERI COTTAGE                                                                                                           
 

01874 636878 
                                                                  

SENNYBRIDGE                                                             

BRECON                                                              

POWYS  

LD3 8TS 

            Walk - Explore - Relax  
 
www.glyndericottage.co.uk 

HEADS TOGETHER 
 

Unisex Hair & Fashion Care 

Perming/Tinting/Colouring 

And Creative Designs 
 

NEW! 

O.P.I Gel Nails 
 
134 West Cross Lane, 
West Cross, Swansea 
(01792) 401471 

http://www.glyndericottage.co.uk

