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THE PARISH OF LLWYNDERW 
Holy Cross Church & Clyne Chapel, Swansea,  

in the Mumbles Ministry Area 

CLERGY 
The Reverend Hywel D Griffiths 

(Assistant Priest) 
23, Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, Swansea, SA3 5DE 

Telephone: 01792 403957              Email: rev.hywel@outlook.com 

The Venerable Jonathan B Davies B.Th 
(Archdeacon of Gower) 

The Vicarage, Fairwood Road, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5JP 
Telephone & Fax: 01792 512747                 Email: ven.jbd@sky.com 

 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH 

Sunday 8.00am 
9.30am 
11.00am 

 Holy Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
 

Clyne Chapel 
Holy Cross 
Clyne Chapel 

Wednesday 10.30am  Holy Eucharist Clyne Chapel 

 

Thursday 10.00am  Holy Eucharist St Faith’s Chapel 

 

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,  
of the names of those who are sick. 

 

The Chapel of St Faith is open throughout the day  
for personal and private prayer. 

 

Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with  
 The Reverend Hywel Griffiths 

 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion  
of the sick or infirm at any time.  

 

The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing. 

WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS 

Fridays  9.30am - 12noon   Community Art Class  

Sundays  2.00pm - 4.30pm Ariosa Singers & Mumbles Voices  
Rehearse with Les & Penny Ryan 
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READERS 

Dr Felicity Padley 32 Fernhill Close,  Blackpill                                                                                                
E: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 

Mrs Biddy Wigley 5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea 
E: bobandbiddywigley@gmail.com 

Tel: 405404 

LAY WORSHIP TEAM 
Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Felicity Padley, Esther Searle, Biddy Wigley 

PAROCHIAL OFFICERS 

Parish Wardens 
Vicar’s Warden 

 
 

People’s Warden 

 
Mrs Lesley Morris  
65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty 
 
Miss Geraldine Twinney 
23 Muirfield Drive, Mayals 

 
Tel: 514769 

 
 

Tel: 420243 

PCC Secretary 
  
 
PCC Treasurer 

Dr Felicity Padley 
32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill 
 
Mr Bob Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals 

Tel: 402437 
 
 

Tel: 405404 

Parish Organist Mr Leslie Ryan, BA (hons mus), 
LCCMD, AWCCM, CertEd (Wales) 
43 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill 

Tel: 406062 

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL 
 

can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions 
 

Contact:  The Reverend Hywel Griffiths  
Telephone: 403957 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church at 3.15pm 
Eden Bus, as advised, Holy Cross Church at 4.00pm 

Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday 
Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080 

Film Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512 

Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders:  
Hazel Somers: 401705 & Elaine Griffiths: 208269 

Get Crafty Group 
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Contributions for the JUNE issue  
to be received no later than 

Thursday 21st May 2020 
 

for publication on Sunday 31st May 2020 
   

Biddy Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 

 

Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

IN THIS ISSUE . . . . . . . 

5.  Gathering in Different Ways 
7. Thank You/Lotto Bonus Ball 
8. Family News 
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11. Happy 100th Birthday, Nesta 
16. Inner Loneliness 
17. Returning the Applause 
18. Mothers’ Union 
20. Lotto Bonus Ball 
21. News from Paraguay 
22. What I Shall Always Remember 
23. I Love That Hymn 
24. What Is Anglicanism? 
30. Lockdown Home Delivery Service 
31. A Message from Canon Arthur/I Believe...  
32. A Prayer for Corona-tide 
33. Trust in the Darkness 
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GATHERING IN DIFFERENT WAYS 

Reverend Hywel Griffiths 

I  am sitting here writing this in 

the garden, basking in glorious 

sunshine, the weather at the 

moment is fantastic and is such a 

blessing at this difficult time for us 

all, as we move towards our sixth 

week of lockdown. If you are 

anything like Sian, our house has 

never been so clean and tidy, I love 

the garden, and our garden has 

never looked so good. I have never 

seen so many people out walking 

and exercising, be it running or 

cycling. Shopping is a new 

experience, whether going to the 

supermarket and queuing two 

metres apart, or shopping on line 

and trying to get a home delivery 

slot, hoping you can get that all 

important bag of pasta or flour and 

more importantly a roll of toilet 

paper! Modern technology has 

played a massive part in keeping 

families in touch throughout the 

world and also in bringing church 

services into our homes. 

 

   Things we have always taken for 

granted, and life as we know it has 

changed beyond all recognition. 

 

   The church doors of Clyne 

Chapel and Holy Cross, and 

churches throughout Britain may 

be closed for the time being but the 

church is not a building and 

therefore is not closed. Our 

churches are the men, women and 

children who, like others across 

Britain, are praying and 

worshipping at home, supporting 

vulnerable neighbours, home-

schooling children and working in 

essential jobs to help us and the 

nation. These are the people who 

are the church and our hope is in a 

God who is “Our refuge and 

strength and an ever-present help 

in times of trouble.” - Psalm 46. 

 

   I read this the other day and I felt 

uplifted. The devil and God were 

chatting about coronavirus, with 

the devil telling God “I have closed 

all your churches during this 

outbreak of coronavirus,” but God 

replied, “on the contrary I have 

opened one in every home.” 

 

   We may not be able to unite in 

our church buildings but we are all  
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united through our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ as one body, 

His body the church, and we are 

grateful to those who have helped 

to bring services to us in our 

homes, in all sorts of imaginative 

and inventive ways, helping to 

unite us as we follow, take part in, 

and share in the word of God, the 

Good News. In our parish we 

thank Canon Arthur, and in our 

ministry area we thank Reverend 

Canon Christopher Darvill. We 

were treated to live streamed 

services by Archbishop John 

during Holy week from the chapel 

at his home, Ely Tower in Brecon. 

On Easter day the Archbishop of 

Canterbury Justin Welby did his 

service from his kitchen at 

Lambeth Palace. We may be in 

lockdown but we are not locked 

out from God’s word. We thank all 

who have brought services to us 

and will continue to bring services 

to us at home: whether they bring 

it to us from church or from the 

comfort of an armchair in their 

lounge, thank you. Never has 

Facebook, YouTube, WhatsApp, 

Zoom, or the printing press been 

put to better use. 

 

   The Food bank continues and is 

doing really well, and we thank all 

those who have contributed with 

food and donations and for all the 

volunteers who help deliver and 

distribute the food, even cooked 

meals now. If you wish to 

contribute food Saint Faith’s is 

open daily between 10.00am and 

5.00pm, where your food can be 

left for collection. 

 

   On a personal note, as most of 

you know I was taken into 

hospital with a heart problem, but 

I was only kept in for a few hours, 

whilst they sorted me out: I am 

much better now and raring to go. 

We thank God for modern 

medication. And I would like to 

thank the paramedics, nurses and 

doctors who treated me, for their 

care and attention. I for one will be 

giving the NHS a bigger than 

usual clap this coming Thursday. 

Can I also thank you all, for your 

cards, kind messages and support, 

both Sian and I feel truly blessed 

to be here with you in this 

wonderful parish, thank you. 

 

   I would like to finish with a short 

piece of scripture from Isaiah 

which always gives me strength 

whenever I feel up against it, and 

it certainly helped me when I was 

waiting for the ambulance, and I  



7  

was very frightened. “Do not be 

afraid, for I have claimed you; I 

have called you by name, you are 

mine. When you pass through 

great trouble, I will be with you; 

and when you pass through 

difficult times they will not 

overwhelm you. For I am the 

Lord, your God, the Holy One of 

Israel, your Saviour. Since you are 

precious and honoured in my 

sight and because I love you. Do 

not be afraid, for I am with you. 

 

God bless, with much love, your 

friend in Christ, Hywel. 

. 

 

 

 

 

A LETTER FROM MAVIS REES 
 
Thank you for all your cards, ‘phone calls and support 
after the passing of my husband Martin. They were a 
great help and really appreciated. 
  
With love to you all, stay safe, Mavis 

Sian sent this photo, taken in the last few days. It’s good to see 

Hywel enjoying the sunshine after his evening in hospital. But 

you can’t keep a good man down - it looks as if he’s hard at 

work, possibly composing his letter for this magazine!  

 

Please take care of yourselves, Hywel and Sian, and thank you 

for all you do for all of us. 
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FAMILY NEWS 

Biddy Wigley & Peter Padley 

C ongratulations to Reverend 

John Thomas who celebrates his 

92nd birthday next week. He and 

Ruth will also celebrate their 

wedding anniversary shortly. We 

send our very best wishes to them 

both and hope to see them again 

before too long. 

 

   Reverend Peter Walters died on 

19th April in Llys-y-Tywysog  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursing Home, Grovesend. Dilys 

died in the same nursing home in 

January. 

 

   Peter and Dilys met when they 

were students at Aberystwyth 

University. Peter’s agricultural 

qualifications took them eventually 

to the Cotswolds where he became 

Principal of The Royal Agricultural 

College, Cirencester. 

 

    

Peter and Dilys 
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   Peter took early retirement and 

trained for the priesthood. After 

ordination he ministered in a  

group of parishes in the Cotswolds 

before retiring for the second time, 

to Swansea where Dilys had 

grown up.   

 

   They divided their time between 

Swansea and Cirencester until  

deteriorating health prevented 

them from travelling, and 

eventually moved into the nursing 

home where their care was 

exemplary. Their three children 

live at a great distance but have 

been wonderfully supportive of 

Peter and Dilys over a number of 

difficult months. 

 

   It has been a great privilege for 

Bob and me to take the Sacrament 

to Peter over the last few months. 

Although a little confused he 

always appreciated our taking 

communion with him. 

 

  We send our loving sympathy to 

Elizabeth, Sian and Mark and all 

the family as they come to terms 

with what will be a huge gap in 

their lives. 

 

Biddy 

 

   Bill George (15.08.33-05.04.20) 

was at heart a Swansea boy, born 

in the area, educated at Dynevor 

Grammar School and the 

University of Swansea. My own 

recollections of  Bill began from 

1966, when he was  a Ph.D. 

research student in the Chemistry 

Department, undertaking a 

research project in Infra-red 

Spectroscopy --  an  area of science 

that, inter alia,  identified the two 

most important of several 

greenhouse gases – water vapour 

and carbon dioxide. 

 

   He then went to Kingston 

Polytechnic (now Kingston 

University) as a Lecturer, then to 

the University of Glamorgan 

(Pontypridd Polytechnic as was) 

where he eventually became a Pro 

Vice-Chancellor.     

 

   Bill met his future wife, Joan – a 

trainee midwife at the time - when 

still at Swansea University. They 

had three children, Karen, Vernon 

and Tim, and have five 

grandchildren.  After retiring some 

twenty years ago, Bill and Joan 

then made their final move - back 

to where life really began for them 

- to Swansea. 
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   Bill and Joan began coming to 

Holy Cross, intermittently, soon 

after they returned. Bill and the 

late Jo Dixon (a faithful member at 

Clyne Chapel) were cousins.  

 

   Joan is an Anglican, and some 

five years ago Bill also became a 

full communicant. Sadly, they 

have both been in declining health 

for over a year now, but 

fortunately they were able to stay 

at home, all thanks to the full time 

help from a personal live-in carer, 

Denise (from Slovakia).  Reverend 

Hywel was a regular and much 

appreciated Church visitor.  

 

   We send our loving sympathy to 

Joan, Karen, Vernon and Tim and 

all the family in their loss. 

 

Peter Padley 

 

 

 

Grateful thanks to Karen, who has 

most helpfully verified some of the 

above information.   

Bill George 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 

 
At Rest 
 

Pamela Scott 
Edwin Parton 
Joseph Grey 
Leslie Charles Harris 
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A  number of people have 

approached me wanting to pay 

tribute to Nesta Phillips on her 

100th birthday. 

 

   This photograph, the only one I 

can find in my photo store, was 

taken at a Deanery Ascension Day 

service, in Clyne Gardens in 2010,  

 

a few days after Nesta had 

celebrated her 90th birthday! 

 

   This month, on May 6th, she will 

celebrate her centenary. The Parish 

of Llwynderw sends her every 

good wish and congratulations on 

reaching such a wonderful 

milestone.  
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M argaret and Arthur write: 

Nesta is a born storyteller. Her 

stories were fed by an adventurous 

life full of experiences which could 

only happen to her. She has never 

been afraid of laughing at herself!  

 

   One of our favourites is the story 

she told of when she was teaching 

in London. She went on an outing 

(alone) to the coast one day. It was 

during the war years, and after a 

swim moved to another part of the 

beach to eat her sandwiches. While 

she was there an army officer with 

an anxious face, approached her 

asking where she had previously 

been sitting. He then told her that 

at that particular spot they were in 

the process of extracting a 

landmine which could explode at 

any time. Typically, Nesta was 

unfazed! 

 

   Often, she stayed at a friend’s 

house in Overton where she 

enjoyed swimming in an isolated 

cove. On one occasion while 

enjoying floating on her back she 

became aware of the sound of a 

plane above her. She looked up 

and saw a helicopter encircling her 

several times and she realized that  

the pilot must be thinking that she  

 

was in distress, so she waved at 

him, swam to the shore and gave  

him another wave! 

 

   There are so many humorous 

stories that she shared with us and 

we often urged her to write them 

down, but our efforts alas were in 

vain.  Thank you, dear Nesta, for 

being you!  

 

F elicity Padley writes: 

I have two outstanding memories 

of Nesta. The first relates to the 

service on Easter Eve.  Nesta 

always came to the Service, and 

would arrive early, as we were 

lighting the fire outside the door to 

Holy Cross.  She would stand 

beside the fire, and breathe in the 

smell of the woodsmoke, before 

saying - “Ahh…  it reminds me of 

Beltane.”* 

 

   The other memory is of her 

reading, in Greek, the opening 

verses of St John’s Gospel at the 

Service of Nine Lessons and 

Carols.  It was always read with 

such expression and care, that even 

though I couldn’t relate all the 

Greek to the English, it was, 

nevertheless, very moving.  Here is  
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the first verse – kindly provided by 

Jonathan Padley, in Greek; 

phonetically and then in English: 

 

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ λόγος, 

En archê ên ho logos, 

In the beginning was the Word, 

 

καὶ ὁ λόγος ἦν πρὸς τὸν θεόν, 

kai ho logos ên pros ton theon, 

and the Word was with God, 

 

καὶ θεὸς ἦν ὁ λόγος.  

kai theos ên ho logos. 

and the Word was God. 

 

* Beltane was the Gaelic pagan festival 

to celebrate the beginning of Summer 

on May 1st.  On the evening before, 

huge bonfires were lit, in honour of the 

goddess of fertility Bel, and to celebrate 

light.  Beltane mean’s Bel’s fire. 

  

J 
onathan Padley writes: 

It’s been one of my life’s privileges 

to be inspired by lots of brilliant 

educators.  Amongst these, Nesta 

stands out.  Some fifteen years ago, 

when I was preparing for 

ministerial training, Nesta taught 

me the basics of Ancient Greek.  I 

find it difficult to learn languages so 

I cannot say better than that Nesta 

made Greek a joy and that it 

became one of my best subjects 

when I studied Theology.   

 

   It’s a remarkable skill to be 

someone with vast knowledge who 

can come alongside and share that 

knowledge with someone who has 

none.  Nesta has that skill in spades 

and I’m very grateful to have 

benefitted from it.   

 

S arah Anderson writes: 

I originally knew Nesta through 

church, but it was when I started 

having Latin lessons with her in 

2015 that I had an opportunity to 

get to know her better.  I had been 

accepted for a degree in Classics at 

Swansea University and I needed to 

learn some Latin in preparation for 

my course.  Hence, I became 

Nesta’s new pupil.   

 

   Being in a class of one with Nesta 

as my teacher was a daunting 

prospect - there was nowhere to 

hide!  She had a fierce intellect, with 

an excellent memory and great 

clarity of mind.  She could spot a 

mistake a mile off and as soon as I 

was in in unfamiliar territory, she 

knew!  As a teacher she was 

rigorous and thorough.  She was 

brilliant at explaining difficult 
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concepts and she loved teaching.  

She expected commitment, hard 

work, discipline and attention to 

detail.  The lessons were 

demanding but she would often 

provide advice about how best to 

study Latin.  I am immensely 

grateful to Nesta for everything 

she taught me.  I know that I will 

always take the wisdom she 

instilled in me forwards to the 

future.  It was an honour to have 

been taught by her and to have 

become her ‘pupil’.  Thank you 

Nesta.      

 

K athleen Boyce writes: 

Nesta’s rock solid faith was a 

given. She was essentially a grande 

dame formidable who seemed to fear 

no-one and know exactly what she 

wanted to do. A liberated woman 

before the concept of Women's Lib. 

Very highly educated but, better 

than that, a perennially curious 

lifelong learner. She was of the 

generation of women who could 

study at Cambridge but not 

actually graduate - she eventually 

did so only a relatively few years 

ago. 

 

   She used to have a kind of 

portfolio career teaching Classics, 

and hence stayed in a London flat 

for periods up to her 80s, often 

being called upon as an emergency 

Latin or Greek teacher. Thus when 

Tony Pierce et al ran rail trips for 

Acorns in the 1980s she often 

joined us and charged round 

London with a group of Swansea 

youngsters, including mine and 

Nick Kiley. Nesta could mix with 

anyone despite sometimes 

sounding imperious.  

 

   When I became DDE, she 

insisted on learning more about  

our church schools and  

accompanied me on a visit to 

Priory Church in Wales school in 

Brecon. I’m not sure who was 

more amazed - Nesta or the 

children. 

 

P eter Padley writes:  

When WW2 broke out (Sept 3rd for 

Britain), Nesta was an 

undergraduate reading Classics at 

Newnham College Cambridge.  

 

   When the British Expeditionary 

Force was evacuated from Dunkirk 

(May 26-June 6th), they were 

transported away from Dover by 

train, and large numbers of them 

came through Cambridge Station.   
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   Nesta remembers with pride that 

she was one of a large number of 

Newnham girls who volunteered 

to go the station, where the troop 

trains in East Anglia were pausing, 

to help ensure that all the soldiers 

were suitably refreshed with tea, 

sandwiches and cakes. She will 

never forget the scenes of so many 

exhausted and subdued men, but 

how appreciative they were of the 

sight and helpfulness of so many 

kind young ladies. 

 

   This is just one of Nesta’s many 

unique stories.  

K enneth Padley writes: 

One of my most striking memories 

of Nesta comes from the grounds 

of Ely Tower in Brecon about 

twenty years ago.  

 

   Nesta seemed venerably ancient 

even back then. Having dispensed 

with the small talk, she 

admonished me for having 

embarked on a theology degree 

with the idea of becoming a Vicar, 

before commending my 

subsequent decision to change tack 

and study an alternative subject. 

Nesta thought that clergy were 

more rounded if they did 

something before theological 

study. She was of course correct 

and expressed herself with a 

familiar forceful honesty that I 

only wish I had heard five years 

previously! 

 

P hillip Parr writes:  

Nesta always likes to have her 

own way. After committee 

meetings of various London 

Classical groups several of us 

would repair to a restaurant for 

dinner. On one occasion we 

arrived at an Italian place south of  

St Paul's Cathedral where Nesta  

was a familiar figure.  

"Buona sera, Signora. A tablea fora 

dinnera?"  

"If you turn the music down 

(Nesta at 75 decibels)."  

"Letta meea takea youra coata."  

"If you turn the music down (85 

decibels)."  

"A tablea neara thea windowa?"  

"If you turn the music down (180 

decibels)."  

We sit. Music cancelled. Nesta 

victorious.  

 

Phillip was a colleague of Nesta’s in a 

school in London. He and his wife are 

now members of Kenneth’s 

congregation in St Alban’s. 
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INNER LONELINESS  

A MEDITATION FOR THESE DAYS  

BASED ON MARK 7: 31-37 

H ow great was his isolation, Lord. 

Thank God he could smell and touch. 

But he could not hear. 

He could not speak. 

He could not tell his spouse of his love. 

He could not speak a word of sorrow but had to keep it bottled up 

 within. 

He could not communicate and share so many feelings and emotions and 

 thoughts that welled up inside him. 

He could not hear the joy of children. 

He could not hear the word of comfort, consolation, encouragement that 

 one person can pass to another. 

He could not listen to the wisdom of others nor to the infectious laughter 

 that raises the spirits. 

Around his world was a barrier of silence. 

 

Risen Lord, you can break through all barriers. 

You can enter into my isolation and turn it into fellowship with you. 

I know that though isolated I am not alone. 

Nothing can separate us from you. 

You work within the depths of my soul, the core of my personality, the 

 heart of my inner self.  

You are within. 

You are without. 

You are here. 

Stay, Lord, and banish all isolation and inner loneliness. 

Stay, Lord, and use me to banish the loneliness in others. 

 

Rex Chapman (adapted) 
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RETURNING THE APPLAUSE 

THE OTHER HEROES 

A pplauding our NHS and all 

involved in care in our 

communities is something that has 

really caught on in our streets and 

neighbourhoods. It’s one way we 

can visibly show our appreciation 

to those who often risk their lives 

for other people. A doctor who 

works in a hospital in the east of 

England recently said that she feels 

guilty when people so generously 

applaud her and her colleagues. 

She asks that we pay some 

attention to those who are also 

heroes and live in much harder 

economic situations than she does: 

the children who normally get 

their main meal at school, 

and their parents trying to 

feed them on their two-of-

any-item rations and 

reduced salary; 

those who need foodbanks, 

which are struggling to 

meet their needs; 

those who have lost jobs or had 

their hours cut; 

parents with children at home 

24/7 and single parents in 

houses/flats that are too  

 

 small for their families; 

those who do not know 

whether their jobs will still 

exist at the end of this, and 

how long their employer 

will keep paying them; 

business owners desperately 

trying to keep staff on the 

books whilst maintaining 

the chance of their business 

surviving; 

those who live alone, who have 

lost their Thursday lunch 

club, who don’t have Zoom 

or Facebook to keep in 

touch, who are scared 

because they are frail and 

old; 

the patients and families 

separated by stringent 

visiting rules that mean 

they cannot be together 

when ill or dying; 

those who unceremoniously 

get on with the 

unglamorous, day-to-day 

staying at home with no 

applause or accolade. 

These are heroes, too, and they 

need our prayers. 
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MOTHERS’ UNION                                

Christian Care for Families                                

Elaine Griffiths 

O n 5th May the Bishop’s 

officer for Older People’s Ministry, 

Rev’d Sally Rees, was to be 

formally commissioned during the 

MU Diocesan Festival as the Anna 

Chaplaincy’s lead chaplain for 

Wales. Sally is already fulfilling 

the role and her formal 

commissioning is to be 

rescheduled. Anna Chaplains offer 

emotional & spiritual support to 

older people, their relatives and 

those who look after them. They 

are there for people of strong, little 

or no faith at all.   

The Chaplaincy is named after 

Anna, the aged widow who had 

waited in the Temple for so many 

years to see the coming Messiah, 

and who recognised him in the 

infant Jesus brought in by his 

parents. Faithful, and steeped in 

prayer, living within the Temple, 

Anna crucially believed in God’s 

promises and spoke of redemption 

to anyone prepared to listen.  

Pioneer of the Anna Chaplaincy, 

Debbie Thrower, sees Anna as a 

terrific role model for the older  

 

person.   

 

   The Anna name reinforces the 

fact that much of the Chaplains’ 

work is with those who have 

suffered loss and bereavement. It is 

a hope-filled ministry which 

highlights the tradition of older 

people having prophetic voices, 

and which recognises that many 

older people have wisdom to 

impart to younger generations and 

life lessons to share when it comes 

to spiritual formation. 

Appropriately, Anna, the name, 

means ‘gift’ or ‘grace.’ 

 

   The Chaplaincy is part of the 

Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF).  

As well as working in care homes 

& sheltered housing, Chaplains 

work in groups connected with 

people’s disabilities such as the 

hard of hearing, partially sighted 

or blind, and support for those 

whose relatives are living with a 

dementia. 

 

   Anna Chaplains are very much  
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part of the ministry teams in 

which they work. They go 

with the blessing of their 

church congregations, 

undergirded with prayer, to 

complement and to run 

alongside rather than to 

replicate or replace ministry 

already being done.  They also 

have a role within the wider 

community as an advocate 

and a champion of the 

contribution older people 

make to society. They may 

enable cross-generational 

encounters in the church and 

wider community for the benefit of 

people of all ages.  

 

   In a Church Times interview in 

2014 Debbie stated that “The Anna 

Chaplaincy is an ecumenical 

chaplaincy to older people. It's like 

planting a flag in the middle of the 

market town of Alton, or wherever, 

saying that older people matter.” 

    

   Spiritual support provided in a 

gentle and loving way can enable 

older people to live with greater 

meaning and purpose. Some of 

those who become Anna 

Chaplains, or Anna Friends, are 

themselves post-retirement and 

discover new meaning and  

 

impetus through drawing 

alongside others in this way. 

 

   Born in Nairobi, Kenya, Debbie 

Thrower went to the Methodist 

boarding school Edgehill College, 

in Bideford. She trained first as a 

newspaper journalist in London 

and Norfolk and then began 

working for BBC local radio 

stations in Leicester and at Radio 

Solent in Southampton. Her credits 

include newscaster for the BBC's 

One, Six and Nine O'clock News, 

presenter of Songs of Praise, the 

science series The Thrower Report, 

Channel Four's Collector's Lot and 

Radio Four's You and Yours and 

Sunday, and she had her own daily 

afternoon show on Radio Two.   

Debbie Thrower LLM 
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Her media experience informs her 

approach to promoting the 

spiritual welfare of older people,  

using the narrative of people's lives 

to seek shape, meaning and 

purpose, and to foster hope and 

resilience. 

 

   Debbie became a Church of 

England licensed lay minister 

(LLM) while working full-time in 

television. Married, with two adult 

children, she developed the Anna 

Chaplaincy in Alton, Hampshire in 

2010 & remains part-time Chaplain 

there.  

 

   The approach is now central to a 

national initiative from the BRF 

called The Gift of Years — 

resourcing the spiritual journey of 

older people – begun & 

spearheaded in 2014 by Debbie as 

Team Leader, when she was also 

appointed Canon Emeritus of 

Winchester Cathedral.  There are 

now dozens of Anna Chaplains 

and similar ministries working 

across the UK linked by the 

mutually supportive BRF Gift of 

Years ‘network’. 

 

   Messy Vintage is a way into 

worship for older people, 

regardless of their background or 

faith journey. It can be adapted for 

any setting and is often adopted by 

Anna Chaplains.  It has come out 

of the worldwide Messy Church 

movement which is a fun and 

creative way of ‘being church’ for 

families from all kinds of 

backgrounds also supported by 

BRF. 

 

   The Anna Chaplaincy Prayer: 

Faithful God, you have promised in 

Christ to be with us to the end of time. 

Come close to those who have lived 

long and experienced much. Help them 

to continue to be faithful and, within 

the all-age kingdom of God, to find 

ways to go on giving and receiving 

your grace, day by day. For your glory 

and your kingdom. 

 

LOTTO BONUS BALL 2020/2021 
 

Hello everyone. Due to the current lockdown, and sadly there being no church, 
the new Bonus Ball year will not begin in May as it usually does.  When 
everything gets back to normal, I will be in touch ....... so watch this space! 
I’ve got a few lucky winning envelopes to give out too!  

 

Keep safe, Carole x  
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NEWS FROM PARAGUAY 

Glenys Williams 

T he Parish of Llwynderw has had 

a long association with Paraguay, and 

in particular with a school that Glenys 

was involved with in her missionary 

work. She writes: 

 

   Paraguay is one of the poorest 

countries of South America.  Not 

for the people of this country, the 

advice of top scientists and 

doctors.  So I thought readers 

might be interested in a translation 

of the words of the President (an 

old boy of our St Andrew’s 

College) at the beginning of 

COVID-19, to the nation. 

  

   “May you, our dear Paraguayan 

people, spend the time at home, 

together with your families, 

following the measures taken on 

account of the present situation, 

but not forgetting the spiritual 

aspect – a united family, in 

prayer… the power of prayer, I am 

sure that is what will protect our 

nation.   I want to thank those who 

joined a prayer chain in the whole 

country, bringing a message of 

peace and unity which is what our  

 

country needs.  And I am sure that 

God is going to continue to bless 

Paraguay and will protect us… So, 

have a wonderful weekend at 

home with your family, in prayer, 

and I know that God will protect 

our country.” 

  

   After this first weekend and the 

first case coming from Ecuador, 

schools were suspended, partial 

closure of borders, followed by 

social isolation and total lockdown 

until April 26th.   

 

   On 20th April no new cases were 

found for the first time in 29 days. 

God heard the prayers of his 

people. 
 

Glenys Williams 
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WHAT I SHALL ALWAYS REMEMBER 

T hat impossibly clear, blue sky, 

 not a plane to be seen anywhere, 

 roads you could walk down, 

 devoid of the choking influence of cars 

 

How the neighbours left their rooms 

 and rediscovered the beauty of being                                                    

 outside 

 chalked artwork on garden walls, 

 playing music in the sunshine, 

 rainbow pictures in the windows 

 

How we shared half-smiles 

 and offered, from a distance, 

 assistance to people we’d never 

 bothered speaking to before 

 

How we learned to put 

 our own needs behind 

 the health and welfare 

 of others, how we cheered 

 those who kept everything 

 going – doctors, nurses, 

 care workers, bin collectors, 

 teachers, shopkeepers, 

 

How, suddenly, 

 the world stopped, 

 became smaller, 

 turned inward, 

 causing us to rethink 

 and reflect upon 

 the things that really 

  

mattered, how a wardrobe 

 full of fine clothes became 

 superfluous, how 

 toilet rolls, pasta and soap 

 became valuable commodities 

 

How quickly we learned 

 the difference between 

 want and need 

 and how disease 

 refuses to discriminate  

 between rich and poor. 

  

How plush hotels 

 flung open their doors 

 to the homeless 

 

How the churches 

 closed, and for 

 the first time, we 

 prayed like we really 

 meant it, and God 

 left the building 

 and hit the streets 

 

And we fell to our knees 

 and got on with 

 the sacred task 

 of serving 

 one another. 

 

by Rebecca Lowe, 27 March 2020 
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I LOVE THAT HYMN 

Les Ryan 

C ecil Spring-Rice (1859-1918) 

was a distinguished member of the 

government’s Diplomatic Corps, a 

career civil servant and a devout 

Christian. Whilst on duty at the 

British Embassy in Stockholm he 

composed a poem exploring the 

theme that a Christian is a citizen 

of two countries, his own and the 

heavenly kingdom.  Subsequently, 

serving in the British Embassy in 

Washington, USA he recast the 

first verse thinking in terms of 

Christian sacrifice through love: 

‘The love that never falters, the love 

that pays the price, the love that makes 

undaunted the final sacrifice.’  Cecil 

Spring-Rice died suddenly just a 

month after completing the hymn.  

 

   There is no doubt that the stirring 

melody composed by Gustav Holst 

has added to the impact of the 

words. The melody is, of course, 

from ‘Jupiter’ in Holst’s mystical 

work ‘The Planets’. Each musical  

movement explores the  

 

astrological significance of the 

planets. The tune from  ‘Jupiter - 

the bringer of jollity’ is impressive, 

memorable and regal, perfectly 

complements the poetry. 

 

   How did Holst get to know of the 

poem? Spring-Rice’s daughter was 

a student at St Paul’s Girls’ School 

in London where the director of 

music was Imogen Holst, daughter 

of the composer, and it was 

through this connection that 

Gustav Holst learned of the poem. 

He was impressed and 

immediately arranged his theme 

from Jupiter to match the text.  

‘I vow to thee my country’ first 

appeared in the Songs of Praise 

hymnal of 1925, a favourite hymn 

book for schools for many years. 

The hymn was chosen by Lady 

Diana Spencer for her marriage to 

the Prince of Wales in St Paul’s 

Cathedral, and it was sung again at 

her funeral in Westminster Abbey 

in September 1997. 

The ten most popular hymns in the 2019 BBC Songs of Praise survey. 
 

6. I Vow to Thee my Country 
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WHAT IS ANGLICANISM? 

Kathleen Boyce 

Establishing Anglicanism 5: The Long Nineteenth Century 

M any professional historians 

often refer to the period from the 

French Revolution to the outbreak of 

the First World War (1789-1914) as 

‘the long nineteenth century.’ This 

period included the growth of 

agitation for the extension of the right 

to vote, new ideas of social equality, 

new political philosophies including 

Marxism, the emergence of Darwinian 

theories, the advance of demands for 

women’s rights, continued population 

growth and urbanisation, the 

expansion of the British and other 

European overseas empires, the 

stirrings of national feeling in Ireland, 

Wales and Scotland, the beginnings of 

education for all, the growth of 

newspapers, the appearance and 

expansion of railway transport and 

even the growing popularity of the 

bicycle. This heady mix impacted on 

the Anglican Church which continued 

to be challenged from within by the 

zeal of the Low Church Evangelicals 

as well as the High Church or more 

ritualistic Oxford movement, and 

from outside by strong non-

conformist Free churches, and a newly 

confident and strengthened Roman 

Catholicism. 

 

   In England and Wales, as late as 

1914 and beyond, predominantly 

Anglican landlords continued to 

collect essentially mediaeval tithe 

payments from those within their 

parishes, whether adherents or not of 

the established Anglican church. This 

constituted a source of profound 

grievance for Welsh non-conformists 

and, as we shall see in our final article 

next month, a major impetus for 

disestablishment and the consequent 

creation, in 1920, of the Church in 

Wales, as we know it today. 

 

   Even today the Anglican parish 

church is a motif for the traditional 

image of England e.g. Saint Stephen’s 

in The Archers, a soap opera which I 

have followed, in an attempt to make 

sense of the society in which I found 

myself, since I first came to work in 

England over 50 years ago. Things 

have moved on, of course, the vicar 

has married a Muslim and the 

divorced Shula is seeking ordination 

but Saint Stephen’s remains at the 

heart of Ambridge. In the wider world 

Bishops of the Church of England 

continue to sit in the so-called 

reformed House of Lords and great  
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state occasions are celebrated in 

Anglican cathedrals and abbeys. The 

sovereign and consort are compelled 

to subscribe to the Anglican 

communion. To this end Catherine 

Middleton was confirmed by the 

Bishop of London before her marriage 

to Prince William. 

 

   This continued high profile of the 

Established Church is perhaps 

surprising when we consider that as 

early as 1828 the Test and Corporation 

Acts (dating back to the reign of 

Charles 11) were repealed by 

parliament, despite strong opposition 

by some Anglicans. Repeal meant that, 

at least in theory, membership of 

parliament, town councils, grammar 

schools, universities, access to military 

commissions and positions in the legal 

profession were open to non-

Anglicans. In 1829 the campaign led 

by the great Irish orator Daniel 

O’Connell to take his parliamentary 

seat for County Clare persuaded the 

Duke of Wellington and Robert Peel, 

despite their personal reservations, to 

secure the passage of the Catholic 

Relief Act. This averted civil unrest in 

Ireland (whose parliament had been 

united with that of the rest of the 

British Isles in 1800) by allowing 

Catholics to sit in parliament at 

Westminster. Those of the Jewish faith 

were not finally entirely included until 

1890 with the removal of all religious 

restrictions for every position other 

than monarch, consort, Lord High 

Chancellor and Lord Lieutenant of 

Ireland. The iconic Tory leader and 

Prime Minister, Benjamin Disraeli, 

was only able to ascend ‘the greasy 

pole’ (his own words) by having been 

baptised into the Church of England. 

 

   Thus those of all faiths became equal 

but some (Anglicans) remained more 

equal than others for social, cultural 

and traditional reasons. Twenty-six 

Bishops sat in the Lords and 

acceptance of the thirty-nine articles 

remained a necessary precondition of 

actually graduating from Oxford and 

Cambridge (although attendance only 

was possible by the 1850s). Teaching 

in these august institutions remained 

the preserve of Anglican clerics. 

Hence there was a movement to 

establish ‘new’ or ‘redbrick’ 

universities open to non-Anglicans, 

starting with University College, 

London which, from 1836, accepted a 

charter allowing it to grant degrees, 

without any religious test, to affiliated 

colleges and medical schools. 

Meanwhile Oxbridge, public schools 

and government posts continued de 

facto to be dominated by Anglicans. 

 

   Yet business and industry offered 

scope to non-conformists including 

the Society of Friends (Quakers) who 

like the Fry, Cadbury and Rowntree 

families used much of their wealth for 

philanthropic purposes. The impetus  
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 of the social gospel focusing on 

ameliorating the condition of the poor 

motivated many others including 

William Booth who founded the 

Salvation Army. Within the Church of 

England Evangelicals such as William 

Wilberforce and the Earl of 

Shaftesbury respectively campaigned 

against slavery and the slave trade and 

child labour in mines and factories. 

Later in the century this ministry to 

the poor was extended by High 

Anglicans and Catholics in the cities. 

 

   Evangelicals within the Church of 

England encouraged Bible reading at 

home and enjoyed hymn singing in 

church. They retained, in common 

with much of the mainstream, deep 

suspicion of Catholics. This was 

usually better understood as anti-

popery being based not solely on 

doctrinal differences but on fear of 

Catholics having an allegiance to a 

foreign potentate viz. the Pope. Such 

fears gathered momentum as Irish, 

mainly Catholic, immigration 

increased in the mid-century following 

the potato famine of 1845-8 and its 

aftermath. Irish immigration was not 

new. The canals (built by navigators- 

hence ‘navvies’), railways and 

seasonal agricultural work were 

dependent on immigrant Irish labour 

but this did not lessen fear and 

ignorance.  These Irish Catholics were 

very different socially from the 

indigenous English or Welsh Catholic 

population who were intensely loyal, 

often from ‘old’ gentry families, 

patriotic and low profile. The 1851 

census for Aberavon (Port Talbot) 

reveals large numbers of overcrowded 

dwellings, especially on the road to 

Cwmafan, accommodating large 

numbers of Irish workers and, indeed, 

Greenhill in Swansea attracted Irish 

railway builders and labourers. It is 

here that, as recently as 1988, Saint 

Joseph’s Church (designed by the firm 

of Pugin and Pugin and built in 1888) 

was consecrated as the Cathedral 

Church for the new Catholic Diocese 

of Menevia. Similarly for much of the 

later part of the century Irish workers 

poured into the Dowlais and other 

works near Merthyr. Despite the fact 

that Irishmen constituted 40% of the 

Victorian British army, anti-

Catholicism and anti-Irish feeling 

merged into a general swell of 

aggression and even sectarian unrest 

between Orange and Green e.g. in 

Liverpool and Glasgow. Yet, despite 

this hostility, Catholicism, like non-

conformity, continued to exist 

alongside the Established Church. 

 

   Indeed, acceptance, however 

reluctant, of this Catholic presence 

explains the restoration of the Roman 

Catholic hierarchy to England and 

Wales (Scotland’s turn was later) in 

1850. This new diocesan structure 

mirrored that of the Established 

Church. There were protests including 

that of Lord John Russell who, in 1850, 

wrote to the Bishop of Durham  
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referring to the glorious martyrs of the 

protestant reformation and 

condemning Roman ‘mummeries and 

superstition’. Tensions increased 

when the over-ambitious Cardinal 

Wiseman, Archbishop of Westminster 

appeared to assert the restoration of 

English Christian allegiance to Rome. 

 

   Meanwhile within the Church of 

England a formidable new force had 

arisen in the shape of the Oxford 

movement which emerged originally 

in the 1830s from resistance to the 

modernising attempts of the 

Ecclesiastical Commission. Its leading 

exponents were Pusey, Keble and 

Newman. John Henry Newman’s 

Tract 90 (last of a series addressing 

Anglican doctrine) had argued that 

the Church of England should 

embrace its own historical catholicity. 

When it was denounced he and some 

followers departed for the Roman 

Catholic Church in which Newman 

was to become a Cardinal and, as 

recently as 2019, be made a saint. The 

Oxford movement was essentially a 

High Church Anglo-Catholic 

movement which sought to assert the 

Catholic origins of the Church of 

England and restore its aesthetic 

dimension with an emphasis on 

traditional liturgy, dignified 

vestments, Catholic theology and even 

Gothic style building. Among those to 

embrace Roman Catholicism was the 

great architect Pugin who, before his 

untimely death in 1852, not only 

designed many beautiful churches, 

both Anglican and Roman Catholic on 

the mediaeval model, but also the new 

post fire Palace of Westminster and 

much architecture of the south east of 

Ireland including the quadrangle of a 

seminary (now university) at 

Maynooth. There is no doubt that the 

Oxford movement cherished a 

romantic view of the past as embodied 

in the poetry, e.g. The Christian Year, of 

the lifelong Church of England parish 

priest and Oxford university poet, 

John Keble, in whose honour Keble 

College, Oxford with its controversial 

neo-gothic brick buildings, was 

founded in 1870. 

 

   In its conviction of the need for the 

church to address the needs of the 

wider community the High Church 

Oxford movement had much in 

common with the generally Low 

Church Evangelicals but this 

commonalty was obscured by a focus 

on the outward and visible and so the 

dispute of High versus Low gained 

currency.  This is magnificently 

addressed by Anthony Trollope, 

particularly in Barchester Towers (1857) 

where we see the lampooning of the 

odious, sanctimonious Low Church 

cleric, Obadiah Slope: 

 

   In doctrine, he ... is tolerant of 

dissent, if so strict a mind can be 

tolerant of anything. With Wesleyan  
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Methodists he has something in 

common, but his soul trembles in 

agony at the iniquities of the 

Puseyites. His aversion is carried to 

things outward as well as inward. His 

gall rises at a new church with a high 

pitched roof; a full-breasted black silk 

waistcoat is with him a symbol of 

Satan; and a profane jest-book would 

not, in his view, more foully desecrate 

the church seat of a Christian, than a 

book of prayer printed with red letters 

and ornamented with a cross on the 

back. 

 

   In the wider society divisions were 

played out between Anglicans, non-

conformists and secularists. Following 

the French revolution free thought 

gained some currency and this was 

reinforced by the work of Charles 

Darwin, Alfred Wallace and others in 

advancing theories of evolution, most 

notably in On the Origin of Species 

(1859), although the response from the 

church was mixed. In the realm of 

education two charitable providers of 

mass primary education for the poor 

received some state grants from as 

early as 1833. They were the 

(Anglican) National Society and the 

(Christian but non-denominational) 

British and Foreign Bible Society. 

Although they were ‘rivals’ both 

societies paved the way for free 

universal public elementary education 

from 1881. Indeed, if you look on our 

own diocesan website you will see 

that this work still goes on. Just down 

the road we have Christchurch 

Church in Wales Voluntary Aided 

Primary School which continues to 

this day to do a magnificent job for 

children of Anglican and many other 

backgrounds with a big emphasis on 

sharing Gospel values. 

 

   On 1851 census Sunday there were 

around 11 million church attendances 

in England and Wales (60.8% of the 

population of which 48.6% were in 

Anglican churches and 51.4% in 

others). In non-conformist churches 

numbers of male and female 

worshippers were similar, but in 

Catholic and Anglican over 60% were 

female. 

 

   As well as regular worshippers and 

those who followed a pattern familiar 

to us today of attending church 

mainly for ‘hatching, matching and 

dispatching’, there were also those 

who were pro-actively secular or 

atheistic. The most famous of these 

was Charles Bradlaugh who founded 

the National Secular Society and 

caused a national sensation on his 

election to parliament in 1880 when he 

refused to take the oath of allegiance 

but was finally allowed to affirm as an 

atheist in 1886. Yet, for all the 

publicity, it is reckoned that fewer 

than 50,000 were influenced by his 

movement which under 5,000 had 

actually joined whereas the Salvation  
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 Army numbered 10,000 members in 

the same period. There is no accurate 

equation between religious belief and 

church attendance and many of those 

who took to other leisure pursuits on a 

Sunday still retained a Christian (often 

Anglican) belief. All denominations 

began to develop leisure and social as 

well as religious functions. No 

Anglican could match the founding of 

Celtic football club by a Catholic 

Marist Brother in 1887 but the Church 

of England did introduce the Girls’ 

Friendly Society in 1875, the Church 

Lads’ Brigade in 1891 and Girls’ 

Brigade in 1901. 

 

   In the midst of often bewildering 

and complex social change late 

Victorian and Edwardian Britain 

remained a predominantly Christian 

country. The universality of Bible 

reading promoted at least aspirations 

towards altruism. The Christian 

Socialist movement led by F.D. 

Maurice, and with notable exponents 

such as the priest Charles Kingsley 

(author of The Water Babies), had 

disagreed with the theology of Pusey’s 

Oxford movement yet the Church did 

not fracture. As David Thomson, the 

historian, has said, ‘The Christian 

Socialists took a kindlier view of the 

after-life and of the Deity than their 

Oxford contemporaries’.  Despite the 

reality that by the end of the era about 

one fifth of Anglican churches were 

influenced by the ritualistic Oxford 

movement neither Low nor High 

could undermine the Church of 

England as a broad or Latitudinarian 

entity. Its accommodating liberal spirit 

was manifest in Archbishop Frederick 

Temple (primate from 1896-1902 and 

father of a later primate) who, while 

still Bishop of Exeter, indicated that he 

wished to evangelise all nations and 

also avoid divisions. He supported the 

High Church Liberal politician 

William Gladstone, endorsed the 

disestablishment of the Church of 

Ireland, welcomed scientific discovery 

and declared in 1884 that ‘the doctrine 

of evolution is in no sense antagonistic 

to the teachings of religion’.  

Ultimately it is this broad Church 

which has triumphed and is confident, 

respectful, tolerant and bold enough to 

accommodate different outward 

approaches to the wonderful core 

Christian message of Redemption for 

all.  Thus Anglicanism has contained 

and survived, however uneasily, 

different views of women’s 

priesthood, sexuality, the sacrament of 

marriage and liturgy. That is why the 

late, and much lamented, Nigel John 

was able to silence a heckler with the 

words, ‘I’m not biased, I’m Church in 

Wales’. 

 

Next and final time- the Celtic fringe, the 

worldwide Anglican communion and 

the road ahead. 
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LOCKDOWN HOME DELIVERY SERVICE 

A number of our local businesses are offering a delivery service to those who are 

self- isolating during the lockdown.  Mumbles Community Council has been 

collating the information – and there is a more extensive list on their website. 

These are just some of the local businesses offering this much needed service.  

  

Norton Stores, West Cross Avenue [410723] - groceries, fruit and veg, 

papers. Free home deliveries on orders over £20.                                                                             

Tuckers Butchers, Newton Road [366500] - order and pay by phone for 

next day delivery.                                                                                                                          

Vaughan’s Butchers, The Arcade, Newton Road, [07833461459] - home 

deliveries Monday to Saturday 11.00am to 2.00pm. Order and pay over 

the phone by card.                                                                                                          

Woollacotts Butchers, Nottage Lane, Newton [366020] - meat, fresh veg. 

and groceries. Home deliveries Thursdays. Order and pay by phone.                                                            

Coakleys Fishmongers, Newton Road, [368075] - order and pay by 

phone [before 12.00pm for same day delivery].     

The Choice is Yours, Newton Road, [07904558364] – greengrocery, bread 

and free-range eggs.                                                                                                                                                           

The Captain’s Cabin, Mumbles Road [363448] newspapers & milk.                                              

Davies the Bakers, Mumbles Road [366648] - bread, cakes, pies & filled 

baguettes.                                                                                                                            

Co-op Mumbles and West Cross, - priority home delivery service for 

elderly and vulnerable people. If you are eligible contact MCC on 

covid19support@mumbles.gov.uk for referral information – or on 363598                                                                                                                 

Post Office & WH Smith, Newton Road, Mumbles [07912439496] - home 

deliveries on shop items for orders over £15. Order and pay by phone.                                                        

The Village Inn Carvery, Mumbles Road [368021] - roast dinners. Home 

deliveries Sundays only 11.00am – 3.00pm. Orders must be sent in by 

Saturday.                                                                                                               

Cash Hardware, Newton Road [368187] - home deliveries, household 

and garden. Pay by phone.                                                                                                    
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A MESSAGE FROM CANON ARTHUR 

Mumbles Pharmacy, Newton Road [366346] - free prescription home 

deliveries. Other items with prescriptions. Pay by phone or pay driver.                                                      

Castle Pharmacy, Queens Road [360966] - free prescription home 

deliveries. Also online products from castlepharmacy.co.uk but currently 

10 day delivery wait.                                                                                               

Cover to Cover, Newton Road [366363] - sales@cover-to-cover.co.uk - 

home delivery. Order via phone, email, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram. 

Free delivery up to 10 miles. 

Readers have greatly appreciated Canon Arthur’s ‘Helps  to Worship.’ 

As we are midway through the Easter Season, the liturgy for which was 

sent out by email, there are no ‘Helps’ in this edition.  

 

However, Canon Arthur tells me that he is working on a liturgy for 

personal use for the next edition which will be published on 31st May - 

Pentecost. 
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A PRAYER FOR CORONA-TIDE 

Inspired by Jordan Hillebert 

May the Christ who spoke boldly and calmed the seas, 

Grant us unending peace as we pray on our knees. 

 

May the Father who welcomes the prodigal home, 

Embrace us and be present so we don't feel alone. 

 

May the Spirit that grants us great courage and power, 

Cast out fear and anxiety in this darkest hour. 

 

May the unity of God, the great three in one, 

Lead our communities in love even when this is done. 

 

May the stillness of knowing the great I am, 

Give us security and hope that He has a plan. 

 

May the resurrected Christ, whom death could not hold, 

Grant us knowledge and hope that death doesn't control. 

 

May the creator God, who formed all that's around, 

Reveal glory and goodness so we don't feel drowned. 

 

May God's grace that was revealed through Christ on             

 the cross, 

Lead us on the narrow way so we don't get lost. 
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TRUST IN THE DARKNESS 

Biddy Wigley 

L ockdown continues! It’s 

starting to feel almost normal after 

some six weeks - that is, until 

there’s an anniversary, illness or 

death in the family and our hearts 

go out to all who are unable to be 

with their sick loved ones or have 

lost loved ones during this unusual 

and often difficult time. 

 

   Isolated in our homes we can feel 

very vulnerable, but in the parish 

every effort has been made to 

ensure that we are in contact in 

some way whether it’s by a ‘phone 

call or email or any one of the 

many modern social contact apps. I 

do hope that readers are not 

feeling cut off from their Church 

community. 

 

   I wondered if my Theology 

course would continue. To my 

amazement it is and on Saturday I 

‘met’ with 60 others on something 

called Zoom. We enjoyed a lecture, 

then, as if by magic, we were put 

into ‘rooms’ of 15 where we had a 

discussion on what we had just 

heard. Later, again as if by magic,  

 

we were put back into the main 

‘lecture room’ for the closing 

minutes. It was truly astonishing! 

 

   Apparently our weekly small 

groups will also be facilitated by 

Zoom so that we can enjoy our 

discussions in a similar way! 

 

   But back to what I was going to 

write! The other day, Bob and I 

settled down to say the liturgy so 

kindly supplied by Canon Arthur. 

As always we light a candle. This 

particular day I tried to light it, but 

before it caught the match burned 

out. I turned to find another match, 

and in that second the candle burst 

into flame!! 

 

   After the service I started 

thinking about the candle. It was 

as if the candle was somehow 

indicating that while it’s a bit 

’dark’ at the moment, the ‘light’ 

will come again. There are degrees 

of darkness, some people being 

more deeply affected than others 

for a variety of reasons. But God is 

in this with us. Some people find it  
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hard to trust a God they can’t see. 

We can’t see the corona virus, but 

we still wear masks and gloves 

and it’s effect is all too visible in 

the sickness of the afflicted.  

 

   If we can’t ‘see’ God it’s because 

we’re looking in the wrong places 

and because we  have a human 

image of Him. But apart from 

revealing Himself through Jesus 

2000 years ago God can’t be 

defined by any human 

understanding. 

 

   I see the candle episode as yet 

more evidence that the hope we 

have is real and God’s promises 

are trustworthy; that things will 

get better. We can see God - He’s 

all around us in creation. We can 

see Jesus, He’s all around us in 

what’s happening today - the NHS, 

front line workers, food producers, 

delivery drivers etc. We can see the 

Holy Spirit in those who have 

volunteered in their tens of 

thousands and in those who have 

given money and goods etc. 

 

   God is everywhere, all around 

us, walking with us through this 

pandemic, hearing our prayers and 

encouraging us - even if He is not 

acknowledged. I believe that the 

world can change as a result of the 

pandemic. If we reflect on the 

journey, however long that may 

be, we will come to understand 

what is truly valuable and truly 

worthwhile in God’s kingdom. 

    

   C S Lewis wrote this brief 

conversation between Satan and 

Jesus way back in 1942 in response 

to WW2: 

 

   Satan: “I will cause anxiety, fear 

and panic. I will shut down 

business, schools, places of 

worship and sports events. I will 

cause economic turmoil.” 

 

   Jesus: “I will bring together 

neighbours, restore the family unit; 

I will bring dinner back to the 

kitchen table. I will help people 

slow down their lives and 

appreciate what really matters. I 

will teach my children to rely on 

me and not the world. I will teach 

my children to trust me and not 

their money and material 

resources.” 

 

   I pray that this will be the 

outcome of Corvid-19. 

 

Keep safe, keep smiling, Biddy 
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Rebekah Robertson 
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