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THE PARISH OF LLWYNDERW 

Holy Cross Church & Clyne Chapel, Swansea,  

in the diocese of Swansea and Brecon 

VICAR 

The Venerable Jonathan B Davies B.Th 

(Archdeacon of Gower) 

Llwynderw Vicarage, Fairwood Road, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5JP 

Telephone & Fax: 01792 512747       Email: ven.jbd@sky.com 

CURATE 

Reverend Hywel D Griffiths 

23 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, Swansea, SA3 5DE 

Telephone: 01792 403957                Email: rev.hywel@outlook.com 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH 

Sunday 8.00am 

9.30am 

11.00am 

4.00pm 

 Holy Eucharist 

Sung Eucharist 

Sung Eucharist 

Evening Worship 

[as announced] 

Clyne Chapel 

Holy Cross 

Clyne Chapel 

Holy Cross 

Wednesday 10.30am  Holy Eucharist Clyne Chapel 

Thursday 10.00am  Holy Eucharist Holy Cross 

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,  

of the names of those who are sick. 

The Chapel of St Faith is open throughout the day  

for personal and private prayer. 

Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with the curate.   

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion  

of the sick or infirm at any time.   

The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing. 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church at 3.15pm 

Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday at 9.30am 

Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080 

Cinema Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512 

Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders: Hazel Somers: 401705  

& Elaine Griffiths: 208269 
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READERS 

Dr Felicity Padley 32 Fernhill Close,  Blackpill,  Swansea 

Email: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 

 

Mrs Biddy Wigley 5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea 

Email: bobandbiddywigley@gmail.com 

Tel: 405404 

LAY WORSHIP TEAM 

Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Felicity Padley, Esther Searle, Biddy Wigley 

PAROCHIAL OFFICERS 

Parish Wardens 

Vicar’s Warden 

 
 

People’s Warden 

 

Mrs Lesley Morris  

65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty 
 

Miss Geraldine Twinney 

23 Muirfield Drive, Mayals 

 

Tel: 514769 

 
 

Tel: 420243 

PCC Secretary 

  
 

PCC Treasurer 

Dr Felicity Padley 

32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill 
 

Mr Bob Wigley 

5 Whitegates, Mayals 

Tel: 402437 

 
 

Tel: 405404 

Parish Organist   

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL 
 

can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions 
 

Contact:  Revd Hywel Griffiths  

Telephone: 403957 

WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS 

Mondays 5.30pm - 7.30pm   Weightwatchers 

Fridays 9.30am - 12noon   Community Art Class  

Sundays 2.00pm - 4.30pm Ariosa Singers & Mumbles Voices rehearse 

with Les & Penny Ryan 
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Contributions for the FEBRUARY issue  
to be received on or before  

Thursday  17th January 2019 
 

for publication on Sunday 27th January 2019 
   

Biddy Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 

 
Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

IN THIS ISSUE . . . . . . . 

5. On Christmas Night All Christians Sing  

6. From the Parish Registers  

7. Messy Church  

10. Family News  

14. Lifetime Achievement Award  

16. Unite in Prayer/Advocate Needed  

18. Mothers’ Union/Magazine Subs Due  

20. Behold I Stand…  

21. Room For One More at Christmas - pull out leaflet  

25. Christmas Flowers/Christmas Services  

26. Thank You/What’s On?  

30. Time for a Smile  

31. The New Organ at Clyne Chapel  

32. Governing Body Meeting  

33. Christmas Customs  

34. Back to the Future  
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ON CHRISTMAS NIGHT  

ALL CHRISTIANS SING 
Archdeacon Jonathan 

A nnwyl Ffrindiau / Dear 

Friends 

 

   As Christmas approaches, no 

doubt your plans and preparations 

will be underway.  You have 

probably already decided where 

you are going to go for your 

Christmas dinner, or how many 

people you are hosting this year. 

You may be very organised and 

have already bought your 

Christmas presents, or perhaps 

you are not that kind of person and 

you are hoping it doesn’t become a 

dash around the shops on 

Christmas Eve like last year! 

 

   Christmas means many different 

things to many different people.  

To some, it is all about getting 

together with the family.  For 

others, it is all about making sure 

the children or the grand children 

have a great time. Or maybe you 

think it is all about eating the 

biggest and most extravagant meal 

of the year!  My abiding memory 

of Christmas growing up in a  

 

vicarage, was how my parents had 

mastered the art of combining a 

traditional family Christmas with 

what was in the 70s such a variety 

of service times both in English 

and Welsh on Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day! 

 

   The birth of the Son of God in our 

world took place while most of the 

world slept.  We gather at night as 

the shepherds did that first 

Christmas night.  We encounter 

this little sleeping thing, too 

powerless to speak or even move 

for himself.  The Son of God is as 

vulnerable as it is possible for a 

human being to be. 

 

   Over the years, many have told 

me that the night is still a time for 

vulnerability, for all our mod-cons.  

Yet here in Christ's vulnerability 

we encounter something which 

calms our fears, something which 

gives shape and meaning to all our 

hope, prayers and desires. 

 

   So at Midnight Mass we gather at  
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 

 Marriage 

 Craig Lee Gore and Chantal Robinson 

 

 At rest 

 Sue Shepherd 

 Peter Craven 

 Graeme Sears 

night as the shepherds did.  As the 

children of Christmas night we 

make music as the angels did.  "On 

Christmas night all Christians sing, 

to hear the news the angels bring." 

We join our voices with the hymn 

of heaven which hasn't ceased or 

drawn breath from the moment it 

rang out over the hills of the West 

Bank 2018 Christmases ago.  Please 

join us for this special celebration 

of Christmas.  

 

   Whichever way you choose to 

enjoy this season, may we never 

forget that we can enjoy the 

festivities because of the struggles 

that Mary and Joseph went 

through and that, through that 

difficulty, God worked a miracle 

and the world was changed 

forever through the birth of Jesus. 

    

“For a child has been born for us, a 

son given to us; authority rests 

upon his shoulders; and he is 

named Wonderful Counsellor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9.6) 

 

   Sharon, Phoebe and Kaiden join 

me in wishing you a very happy 

Christmas and a peaceful New 

Year. 

 

   Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn 

Newydd Dda 
 

Jonathan 
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N ovember’s Messy Church 

was all about the kids. The Gospel 

focus was Mark 10:13-16, Jesus 

blessing the children and using 

them as a model of vulnerability, 

trust and openness as the way to 

receive the Kingdom of God. We 

enjoyed a lively session as always 

and went straight into the 

activities. 

 

   Bob and Biddy devised a 

blindfold trail to demonstrate what 

it means to be completely 

dependent on others Sometimes 

we must rely on others to show us 

the way. 

 

   Glenys supervised the making of  

 

rose windows and talked about 

how these and stained glass 

windows have a focus or centre. 

Jesus made the children the focus 

in this story but who is the centre 

of our lives? 

 

   Music making was Peter’s job 

and he demonstrated how 

different sized vessels made 

different sounds when water was 

added. He even played “Happy 

Birthday!”  He talked about the 

challenges of really listening and 

hearing. 

 

   Luke, Samantha and Daniella’s 

wonderful and willing Dad, made 

butterfly cakes to show how 

vulnerable these creatures 

are in their lifecycle and 

how they must adapt to 

change, as we must if we 

are to learn as children. 

 

   You might see the lovely 

gratitude tree that Barbara’s 

group made. She talked 

about special people and 

pets in our lives who have  

MESSY CHURCH 

Felicity Barrow 
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been with us for a time, like leaves  

on a tree, with us for a season then 

gone. Leaves were decorated, 

prayers dedicated and hanged on 

the tree to thank God for the 

impact on our lives of the persons/

pets referred to thereon. 

 

   A lot of time was spent on the 

tower challenge: how tall a tower 

can be made from jelly tots and 

tooth picks! This was a fantastic 

example of team work - things 

work better if you liaise and listen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Esther made marvellous masks 

and talked about how we can hide 

behind masks because we feel 

safer and less vulnerable. Jesus 

loves us for who we are - the 

person behind the mask! 
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   Play dough is a firm favourite 

and Lesley did a great job helping 

the children fashion shapes of 

things which made us feel sad and 

then turning them into shapes 

which made us feel happy. She 

talked about how hard it is to talk 

about things sometimes using 

words alone. We must look harder 

to see what the message really is. 

 

   We had a bash at learning a new 

song which went swimmingly well 

until a small person tripped over 

the projector! Cue for food and a 

sausage sizzle was prepared by 

Dorothy, Barbara, Esther and 

Biddy. 

 

   The atmosphere was warm and 

engaging. It was fantastic to see 

parents helping and it certainly felt 

like the alternative congregation 

envisaged in the Messy Church 

ethos rather than a warm up for 

bottoms on chairs on a Sunday. 

 

   We have a great team and it is all 

worthwhile when the feedback 

from the tiddlers is that they love 

to come to hear about Jesus. 

 

   The next session is on December 

10th when we will ask what gift 

the world needs today? 
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FAMILY NEWS 

 S hortly after the last magazine 

went to print, we heard the 

wonderful news that Anneliese 

had given birth to Alexander 

Nicholas, a brother for Sebastian.   

He weighed in at 8lb 3oz on Friday 

26th October. Congratulations 

Anneliese and Andrew. 

 

   On Sunday 4th November, some 

80 parishioners and friends of 

Arthur and Margaret gathered in 

the Parish Hall to celebrate their 

Diamond Wedding Anniversary.   

 

   There was a wonderful  

 

atmosphere and such joy in 

celebrating with dear friends who 

continue to bring so much to the 

life of the parish. Arthur regaled us 

with the story of how he and 

Margaret had met and Margaret 

reminisced warmly about the 

friendships that have been forged 

through their ministry. 

   

    Congratulations also to Bill and 

Andrea Bassett  who celebrated 

their 20th Wedding Anniversary 

on 7th November. 
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Lyn Jones writes: 

   ‘I have just had the sad news that 

Peter Craven has passed away. He 

died peacefully with his family 

around him.  Peter was a lovely 

man who kept his sense of humour 

to the end.  He will be sadly 

missed by Brenda and the family 

and everyone who knew him.’  

 

   We send our loving sympathy to 

Brenda and all the family in their 

sad loss. 

 

Canon Arthur writes: 

   ‘In last month’s magazine we 

reported the death of Rosemary 

Hughes, the wife of Dean Geraint, 

a former Priest in Charge at Holy 

Cross. It is with deep sadness that 

we now hear of the death of their 

daughter, Debbie, after a long spell 

at Morriston Hospital. Debbie was 

baptised in Holy Cross Church. 

 

   ‘We send our sympathy and 

prayers to Geraint, her husband 

Nick, (conductor of the Gwalia 

Singers) and her brother, Mark. 

Her funeral will take place at All 

Saints on Monday, 3rd December.’ 

  

   With sadness, we learn of the 

death of Graeme Sears (Swansea 

Bay Electrical). Graeme has carried 

out all the recent electrical work in 

both churches, and also worked for 

a number of parishioners. We hold 

his family in our prayers. 

    

   For a number of years I have had 

the privilege of visiting Edwin and 

Sue Shepherd. Edwin died some 

20 months ago and Sue recently.  

 

   It was always a joy to visit 

Edwin and Sue. They were such 

characters and Sue cared for Edwin 

wonderfully during the years 

following his stroke.  

 

   Sue’s nature was to love, and her 

family was her world. As her life 

drew to a close, the family cared 

for her every need. Her death will 

leave a huge gap in all their lives. 

We send our loving sympathy to 

the family. 
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   A good time was had by all at the 

recent Fish & Chip Supper in the 

Parish Hall. Our thanks to the Quiz 

Master David Owen and his score 

keeper, Joyce and to all who 

helped in any way to make the 

evening such a success.  

   During the evening, Grace  

Locke was presented with a 

beautiful cake and the assembled 

crowd sang a lusty rendition of the 

traditional birthday song to mark 

her 90th birthday.  Congratulations 

Grace! 

 

   On  18th November, the parish 

expressed gratitude to Wyn and 

Ruth. Jonathan presented Wyn 

with an iconic picture of Mumbles 

as a memento of their time with us, 

and Ruth with a beautiful basket of 

flowers. The congregation burst 

into spontaneous applause! We 

wish them well in their new home/

new jobs and look forward to 

welcoming them back - perhaps for 

a recital on the refurbished organ?!  

The winning team 
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Jonathan writes: 

Another Stephen… 

   It is a great pleasure to welcome 

back to the parish, Canon Stephen 

Ryan who has recently retired 

from many years of active ministry 

in the Diocese of Llandaff.  Some 

of you may know Stephen through 

his brother and sister in law, 

Les and Penny Ryan. 

 

   Les and Stephen’s late 

parents, Enid and Sid Ryan 

lived in Glynderwen Crescent 

and worshipped at Clyne 

during the time of Bishop 

Anthony and Curate Clarice 

Smith. 

 

   Stephen now lives at Swansea 

Marina following his retirement 

as Rector of Neath.  Prior to this, 

he served at Llantrisant, Treorchy 

and Aberdare. 

 

   Stephen has not only kindly 

agreed to help out from time to 

time in our parish, but also at St 

Mary’s in town. Welcome aboard! 
 

Quiz Master & Scorer 
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WELSH ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 2018 

B renda Stevens has sent in the 

news that Robert Howells has been 

recognised for his significant 

contribution to Welsh ornithology. 

 

   Brenda writes: “Bob was 

presented with the Award, by well

-known TV Wildlife & Nature 

presenter Iolo Williams, at his 

home in West Cross on 23 October 

2018.  

 

   ‘Originally Bob was invited to 

receive the award in Bangor, at the 

Society’s Annual Presentations. As 

the journey was not possible for 

Bob, Iolo came down with the 

award and spent some 

considerable time with Bob 

recalling his 60 years of recording 

valuable data on Gower birds for 

the local and national Trust for 

Ornithology. 

  

   ‘In the picture opposite, Bob is 

his holding his award along with 

his trusty binoculars of 75 years.’  

 

   The text of the nomination  

submitted by the Gower  

 

Ornithological Society gives  an 

idea of Bob’s dedicated work. 

 

   “Bob Howells was one of the 

founder members of Gower 

Ornithological Society some sixty 

years ago, beginning a lifetime of 

generating bird data in the area, a 

contribution to GOS that is without 

equal. His counts of birds in Gower 

track the seasonal populations of 

estuarine species; he was West 

Glamorgan Regional Rep. for the 

British Trust for Ornithology for a 

remarkable 37 years, and he 

continued as Wetland Bird Survey 

co-ordinator for the vice- county 

beyond that, finishing only a few 

years ago. And he continues to go 

out and do the monthly WeBS 

counts. 

 

   “Bob’s dedication and 

determination to apply his 

knowledge and skill in finding, 

recognising and recording huge 

amounts of data on birds is 

astonishing. It provides the 

backbone of Gower Birds, the 

Society’s annual bird report. Bob  
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has also contributed as a member 

of the Gower Records Committee 

and was for many years jointly 

responsible for the publication. 

 

   “Bob’s dedication to record-

keeping provides an invaluable 

record of the estuarine bird 

populations in the Burry Inlet and 

Swansea Bay SSSis. That data can 

be relied upon for detecting trends 

and annual variations in those 

species, and has provided 

invaluable context for studies into 

Oystercatchers and the cockle 

fishery in the Special Protection 

Area. 

 

   “Bob is still a very active member 

of Gower Ornithological Society, 

producing records with such 

accuracy that they will be relied 

upon for scientific research in the 

future. He does all this because he 

enjoys doing it, but his 

contribution to Welsh ornithology 

is certainly worthy of greater 

acknowledgement.” 

 

   Congratulations, Robert, from all 

your friends in the parish. 
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I  am grateful to Barbara 

Hanney for suggesting a new 

feature for the Parish Magazine. 

 

   Barbara has noticed how 

frequently the issue of prayer crops 

up in study groups. She writes: 

‘Often, the issue of prayer, as part 

of our communication with God, 

comes up.’ 

 

   She goes on to say: ‘I wonder if 

other members of our parish family 

would like to take part and 

contribute trios of prayers.’ 

 

   Barbara feels that, knowing that 

across the parish people are 

praying the same prayer at about 

the same time, is uplifting. 

 

   To get the ball rolling, Barbara 

has sent in three prayers, one to be 

said at the beginning of the day, 

one in the middle of the day and 

one for the end of the day.  She 

asks that we all find a time to use 

these prayers as a United Parish 

Time with God.  

 

 

 

   For the beginning of the day. 

The Community Prayer 

Living God, 

you have called us to be 

the Body of Christ. 

May our parish be a sign of hope 

in our community of Llwynderw. 

May all we do, 

and all we are becoming, 

bring praise to your name 

and draw others to your love. 

We ask these things 

in the name of Jesus 

who came to serve and bring us 

fullness of life. 

Amen. 

    

   For the middle of the day. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done;  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass 

 against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

UNITE IN PRAYER 

Barbara Hanney 
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the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

   For the end of the day. 

Bethlehem Prayer 

Protect us, Jesus, from all troubles 

 and misfortunes. 

Be with us in all the days of our 

 life. 

Bring hope to the hopeless, 

and comfort to those who need 

 your loving arms. 

Give peace to those who can find 

 no rest, and 

healing to all who need your grace. 

Help me, dear Lord, to be faithful, 

 loving and kind. 

Lift me up when I fall, 

and please forgive me my 

 weaknesses. 

Bless Bethlehem to be a place of 

 hope and peace, 

A beacon of Your faith in the 

 world. Amen. 

***** 

   I am sure that many readers have 

favourite prayers that they have 

found to be uplifting or 

encouraging.  

 

   Do send them in so that we can 

all be encouraged to unite in 

praying for ourselves and for our 

parish in all it seeks to be and do.  

 

   We live in challenging times, and 

without prayer nothing will 

change. 

ADVOCATE NEEDED 
  
   The Church overseas is looking for someone to represent them in our 
Parish! 
 
   While most of my time overseas was spent in South America and Spain 
with S.A.M.S., because of my two years in Ramallah Girls Orphanage, I was 
also asked to fill in for a year in Amman, Jordan, with the CHURCH 
MISSION SOCIETY, which has an outreach worldwide.   
 
   They are now looking for someone in our Parish, who has a heart for 
what God is doing overseas .  In the ‘old’ days they would be have been 
called a ‘missionary rep.’ The latest term is ‘ADVOCATE.’ Someone who 
will receive the literature and publicize it wherever possible. 
 
   If you would like to know more, please phone Glenys Williams on 
404947. 
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MOTHERS’ UNION 
Christian Care for Families 

Elaine Griffiths 

MU elects its first Worldwide President from outside the British Isles 

A  record number of MU 

leaders from across the globe 

voted for Mrs Sheran Harper, from 

Guyana, to represent & lead the 

142 year old movement’s 4 million 

members in 84 countries for 3 

years from January 2019.  

 

                              

 

 

 

 

 

   Sheran was born in the UK and 

grew up in Guyana where she 

studied at the University of the 

West Indies School of Physical 

Therapy. Undertaking her Clinical 

Practice at Guy’s Hospital, 

London, she then worked with the 

Ministry of Health in Guyana 

opening & managing new 

physiotherapy departments in 

hospitals & lectured on the 

Rehabilitation Therapists 

Programme.  

 

   She stopped working in this area  

 

17 years ago to focus on her calling 

to serve MU. She has served as a 

volunteer at all levels - Parish, 

Diocese, Province & as a  

Worldwide Trustee. Until recently,  

she was the Worldwide Parenting 

Trainer rolling out MU parenting 

programmes in 23 countries.  She 

has been a spokesperson in her 

region for MU on various inter-

faith, and international panels & 

forums. 

 

   Sheran has been married to 

Roger Harper for 31 years. They 

have two grown up sons, Richard 

and Reginald, and a daughter-in-

law, Akilah. 

 

   Sheran’s election was 

undertaken under the revised 

Constitution, approved by the 

Privy Council in April, 2018, 

designed to ensure that the 

governance meets the latest 

standards required, and that the 

Board truly reflects the global 

nature of the movement. She 

speaks about her new role at  
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MAGAZINE SUBS DUE 
 
   A gentle reminder to all who pay annually at Holy Cross Church for the 
Parish Magazine. Your annual subscription of £5.50 is now due. Payment 
to Mair at your earliest convenience would be much appreciated. 
 
   Many thanks. 
 

https://youtu.be/rig_NTiT3jk 

 

   In addition, 11 Trustees have 

been elected from within 11 zones 

worldwide, 5 from the Provinces 

within Britain & Ireland and 6 

from outside. The Board will also 

have the flexibility to appoint 4 

trustees with specific skillsets to 

compliment the experience & 

expertise of the elected members. 

  

   It is rich in diversity with 8 

different nationalities & also for 

the first time includes a man.  MU 

works alongside governments and 

other organisations in tackling 

issues which affect families 

wherever they are. In remote areas, 

where there is no access to social 

services, it is often MU that is 

leading the way. 

 

   In Wales, Kay Warrington 

continues as Provincial President. 

Sally Freedman is to be the new 

Swansea & Brecon Diocesan 

President.  

   

   More locally, after its Christmas 

lunch on 4 December, Llwynderw 

Branch will not meet again until its 

(short) AGM on Tuesday 5 

February, following which Rev 

Stephen Baker will speak about 

'The search for the authentic Jesus 

of Nazareth'.  Stephen is often the 

celebrant at the 8am Clyne Chapel 

service. 

 

Further dates for your 2019 

diaries: 

19 Feb Tues 12.45-1.30pm: 

Diocesan Wave of Prayer 

1 May Weds, Nicholaston House: 

MU Day Retreat, £25 including 

lunch. 

14 May Tues: Deanery Festival 

 

Our Branch meetings are open to 

all & we look forward to you 

joining us  whenever you are able. 

https://youtu.be/rig_NTiT3jk
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W hen the night is deep with the sense of Christmas, 

And expectancy hangs heavy on every breath, 

Behold, I stand at the door and knock! 

 

When the floor is deep in discarded wrapping paper, 

And the new books are open at page one, 

And the new toys are already broken, 

Behold, I stand at the door and knock! 

 

When the family is squashed elbow to elbow around the table, 

And the furious rush for food is over, 

And the only word that can describe the family is FULL, 

Behold, I stand at the door and knock! 

 

When Christmas is over, and the  

television is silent for the first time  

in two days, 

And who sent which card to whom  

is forgotten until next year, 

Behold, I stand at the door! 

 

And when the nation has finished 

celebrating Christmas without Christ, 

The coming of a Kingdom  

without a King. 

When I am forgotten, 

Despised, 

Rejected, 

Crucified, 

Behold, I stand. 

BEHOLD I STAND 
Poet: Gerard Kelly, Spoken Worship, Publisher: Zondervan 

Linda Tyler-Lloyd found this in ‘Grapevine’ magazine, Panygwydr 
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I f tomorrow, Jesus walked 

among us in Swansea or Brecon as 

he walked in Galilee 2,000 years 

ago, where would he start his visit, 

do you think?  

 

   He might start in the Quadrant in 

Swansea - who knows? He might 

start in the Beacons or the villages 

of Gower. There again he might 

start in the places where Faith in 

Families have their family centres.  

 

   For more than 17 years Faith in 

Families has been helping  parents 

by running family centres. It is the 

work of Jesus. But of course Jesus 

is coming, isn’t he? It is Advent 

after all.  

 

   On December 25th we will 

celebrate with slap-up Christmas 

meals: turkey, roast potatoes, all 

the trimmings and Christmas 

pudding. One estimate of the cost 

of a Christmas meal for four today 

is £84.27.†  

 

   How about including Jesus in the 

meal? It would cost you £21.07 – 

assuming Jesus eats as much as 

everyone else eats. The suggestion 

is that you give £21.07 this Advent 

to Faith in Families – or more if 

you are going to drink 

champagne… Jesus likes 

champagne.  

 

   If all the worshippers in all the 

parishes in our Diocese gave £21.07 

to Faith in Families that would be 

£105,350.  

 

   † Check it out on the website: 

whatprice.co.uk 

 
Include Jesus  

at your Christmas meal 

 

   If all the worshippers in all the 

parishes in our Diocese gave £21.07 

we  could keep the family centres 

open in 2019 – long enough to find 

new  sources of funding…  
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How to give 
 

Give online: 
Visit: www.faithinfamilies.wales 

Or you can access our appeal page at: 
https://localgiving.org/appeal/FIFsaveourcentres 

 
Or send this slip and a cheque to: 

 
‘Save our Centre’ 
Faith in Families 

Core Services 
6-9 Llangwm, Penlan, Swansea, SA5 7JU 

 
Or arrange to make a regular donation by setting up a standing order 

with your bank using the following details: 
 

Account name: Faith in Families 
Sort Code: 60-21-41 

Account Number: 58057757 
 

If you wish to Gift Aid your donation please fill in the following: 
 

 
Name………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 

………………………………………………………………...Post Code…………………. 
 
 

Telephone.................................................................................. 
 
 

Email……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 

Gift Aid declaration 
I want all donations I make to ‘Faith in Families’ to be Gift Aid  

until I notify you otherwise. (Currently 25p for every £1 donated). 
 

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less income tax and/or Capital Gains Tax  
than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year  

it is my responsibility to pay any difference.    ⃣ 
 

  
Signed…………………………………………………………………………. 
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CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
 

Donations for Christmas flowers gratefully received by  
Jacky Rees at Holy Cross and Shirley Hatton at Clyne Chapel.   

Thank you all very much.  

CHRISTMAS 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

Sunday 2nd 
December 

5.00pm Candlelit Advent Carol 
Service led by the church 
choir 

All Saints, 
Oystermouth 

Sunday 9th 
December 

5.00pm A carol service for the 
bereaved, including 
lighting a candle for loved 
ones 

All Saints, 
Oystermouth 

Sunday 23rd 
December 

Morning services at the usual times  

 6.00pm Nine Lessons & Carols Clyne Chapel 

Monday 24th 
December 

4.00pm Family Service Holy Cross Church 

 11.30pm Midnight Mass 
 

Clyne Chapel 

Tuesday 25th 
December 

8.00am Eucharist Clyne Chapel 

 10.00am Parish Eucharist Holy Cross Church 

Wednesday 
26th 
December 

ST STEPHEN’S DAY 
Service as usual  

Clyne Chapel 

Thursday 27th 
December 

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST 
Service as usual  

Holy Cross Church 

Sunday 30th 
December 

10.00am United Parish Eucharist Holy Cross Church 



26 

THANK YOU 

WHAT’S ON ? 

 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS TREE  

at the Vivian Hall, Blackpill 
 
You are all invited to the Vivian Hall on Friday evening December 7th at 
7pm for the lighting of the outside Christmas tree.  
 
There will be popular carols from the Ariosa Singers and Mumbles 
Voices community choir.  
 
For a £5 donation you’ll be served with mince pies and soup followed by 
mulled wine with the money going to the Hostel for the Homeless on 
The Strand, Swansea. 
 
Les Ryan 

THANKS 
  
Margaret and Arthur have been overwhelmed by the good wishes 
they received on their Diamond Wedding Anniversary and take this 
opportunity of thanking the church family here at Llwynderw for 
their greetings.  
 
Special thanks to those who helped in so many ways to make the 
day so memorable – too many to remember by name!  
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AN INVITATION TO YOU & YOUR FRIENDS 

 
to join us in the Parish Hall 

 

at 7pm on Wednesday, 12th December 
 

for an evening with 
 

CYMTAWE STRINGS 
 

with mulled wine and minced pies 
non-alcoholic beverages available. 

 
NO CHARGE 

 but donations to Faith in Families welcomed 
 

For catering purposes TICKETS are available from church members 

 
THE VIVIAN HALL, BLACKPILL 

Celebrating 100 Years 1918-2018 
 

December 13th at 7.30pm 
 

A great welcome again for the ever popular  
 

GWALIA SINGERS  
 

performing an evening of seasonal songs & carols. 

CINEMA CLUB PROGRAMME 

13th December Nativity - Danger in the Manger  
(David Tennant & Joanne Page) 

17th January 2019 Going My Way starring Bing Crosby 

7th February Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Pie Society 

21st February Pride 
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ARIOSA SINGERS & MUMBLES VOICES 

 
The Ariosa Singers together with Mumbles Voices community 
choir will be at St Peter's Newton on Saturday 29th Dec, 7pm.  
 
This is their Christmas concert and they are raising funds for 
Maggies.  
 
Tickets are available from choir members at £5 or at the door 
or from 01792 406062. 
 

NINE LESSONS & CAROLS 
 
Archdeacon Jonathan has asked Les and Penny Ryan to provide the 
music for the annual Nine Lesson Carol Service at Clyne, on Sunday 23rd 
December.  
 
They'll be bringing a section of the Ariosa Singers youth choir who will 
sing four special items including O Holy Night, and descants to some of 
the carols.  
 

NEW INFORMAL COMMUNITY CRAFT GROUP  
TO MEET 

 
Whatever your craft is, whatever your level of proficiency, 

come along & share your interest over a cup of tea or coffee  
in the Parish Hall. 

 
Please contact either of the Church Wardens 

Lesley Morris Tel: 514769 or Geraldine Twinney 420243 
 

for more information and let them know if you have  
a preference for a particular day. 

 
(NB The Parish Hall is unavailable on  

Wednesday afternoons & Friday mornings) 
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. . . . and in the New Year come with your friends & family  
to be diverted by 

the professional entertainer & vocalist specialising in  
50s, 60s, 70s music, sing-alongs & songs from the musicals 

 

BRIAN CAREFREE 
 

who will sing requests made in advance. 
There may also be the opportunity to get up & dance! 

 

3pm Saturday 19th January  
in the Parish Hall 

 

TICKETS: £3  
including refreshments 

 

Children & Young People under the age of 16  
FREE if accompanied by an adult 

 

Proceeds to Faith in Families 
 

Further information from Church Wardens 
Lesley Morris Tel: 514769 or Geraldine Twinney 420243 

PARISH QUIET DAY 2019 
 

The Parish Prayer Group will be holding its next annual  
 

QUIET DAY  
 

on Saturday 16th March 2019 at the lovely Nicholaston House  
 

Cost: £20.00  
 

The day will start with coffee at 10.00am.  
There will be a light lunch of ham, cheese and salads etc.  

plus Welsh cakes and fresh fruit  
and we will finish at 4.00pm.  

 

Canon Ian Rees has kindly agreed to lead the day. 
 

The event is open to all and we would love to have your company.  If you 
would like to attend please speak to a Prayer Group Member.  Why not 

bring a friend? 
 
Prayer Group Members 
Lyn Jones, Glenys Williams, Linda Tyler-Lloyd, Mair Kiley 
Margaret Howells & Biddy Wigley 
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THE GOWER CHORALE 

Rossini Stabat Mater  

Fauré Requiem  

 Musical Director  Dr William Reynolds  

 Soprano  Catrin Aur  

 Mezzo-soprano  Helen Stanley  

 Tenor  Robyn Lyn Evans  

 Bass  Meilir Jones  

 Organ  Glenn Crooks  

 Festival Orchestra of Wales  

 All Saints, Oystermouth  

 Saturday 19th January 2019  

 7.00pm  

Tickets £15 (children under 15 free)   

From 01792 404391 or  
The Gower Gallery,  530 Mumbles Road, Mumbles 

 

TIME FOR A SMILE 
 

   A little girl was sitting on her grandfather's lap as he read her a 
bedtime story. From time to time, she would take her eyes off the book 
and reach up to touch his wrinkled cheek. She was alternately stroking 
her own cheek, then his again.  
 
Fi   nally she spoke up: "Grandpa, did God make you?" He answered: 
"Yes, sweetheart, God made me a long time ago." She paused, then said: 
"Grandpa, did God make me too?" Grandpa told her that God made her 
just a little while ago. The little girl looked up and said: "God's getting 
better at it, isn't he?" 
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B y the beginning of 2018 the 

organ in Clyne was showing its age 

and W & A Boggis & Co. was 

commissioned to repair, redesign 

and rebuild the instrument against 

the south wall at the back of the 

nave.  

 

   The new organ uses the majority 

of the pipes from the 1979 rebuild, 

many of which date from the 

beginning of the 19th century and in 

all probability were from an organ 

at the Royal Brighton Pavilion -  so 

‘royal’ connections for Clyne!  

 

   All the sounding pipes in the 

rebuild will be housed in a wooden 

swell box with vertical Venetian 

shutters that can open and close to 

create crescendos. The original 

gothic oak casework, discarded in 

the 1979 rebuild, has been restored 

and will now front the organ. 

Display pipes (non-speaking) will 

complete the casework. 

 

   Dr Wyn Parry collaborated with 

the director of the company, 

Rodney Bickerstaff, to create the  

 

final arrangement of the pipes and  

stops. There are five ranks of pipes 

altogether: 182 pipes are from the 

original Brighton instrument with 

an additional 170 pipes of good 

second-hand quality added to 

complete the tonal design.   

 

   There will be two manuals 

(keyboards) and pedals as before. 

The organ console is detached from 

the pipework and works via wifi! 

No trailing wires! A modern feature 

of the instrument is the provision to 

record actual performances, such as 

hymns or voluntaries and replay 

them as required. 

 

   Major advantages of the new 

instrument include the ability to 

control the dynamic output level of 

the sound by means of the swell 

shutters, and with a detached 

console the organist is better 

positioned to judge the balance of 

sound between organ and voices. 

THE NEW ORGAN AT CLYNE CHAPEL 
Les Ryan 
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GOVERNING BODY MEETING  
at Lampeter, 11th - 13th September 2018 

Linda Tyler-Lloyd 

A rchbishop John, in his 

address, said evangelism is the 

church’s core business.  Everyone 

has a contribution to make 

whether as a ‘bit-part player’ or as 

a main character.  He encouraged 

church-goers not to underestimate 

the gifts and resources they have to 

offer, but use them in the service of 

Christ. 

 

   Apart from the usual reports 

which are presented at the G. B. 

conference there were two items 

on the agenda which I found of 

particular interest.  One was the 

Anglican-Methodist Covenant.  

The other was the item on Same 

Sex Relationships. 

 

   I often feel that the discussion at 

Conference is like a river which 

meanders along taking its time to 

find new ways to erode rock and 

eventually find its path to the sea. 

 

   Unity with the Methodists has 

“remained elusive over the years” 

Revd. Canon Gareth Powell said.  

He introduced the Mission and 

Ministry in Covenant report which 

is a joint report from the Church of 

England and Methodist Church.  

This report suggested two actions. 

Firstly, the two churches make a 

formal declaration of a new stage 

in their relationship.  Secondly, 

they take two new formal 

commitments to each other, 

sharing in the ministry of the 

historic episcopate; and welcoming 

presbyters and priests from either 

church to minister in either church. 

 

   Now to Same-Sex Relationships.  

Before the conference we received 

a paper entitled Same Gender 

Relationships. It was a thought-

provoking document which 

proved helpful during the 

discussion which took place.  I will 

quote just one paragraph. 

 

   “In exercising the responsibility 

to offer leadership, Bishops must 

take care never to lead the church 

in simplistic, slavish obedience to 

what some would call ‘the spirit of 

the age’, but they should try 

faithfully to bring to bear upon the 

human condition of any present  
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age the mind of Christ.  

Furthermore, the Church herself, 

as licencing of induction services 

put it, is called to proclaim the 

faith afresh in each generation.“ 

 

   In a secret Ballot the members 

were asked to agree or not with the 

following statement: 

 

   “It is pastorally unsustainable for 

the Church to make no formal 

provision for those in same-sex 

relationships.”  

    

   This was an indicative ballot only 

and the Bishops did not take part.  

76 members agreed.  21 disagreed. 

 

   This is an extract of the G.B. 

business.  You can read more in 

Highlights. 

 
CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS 

 
   Christmas has its own customs, perhaps the most popular of which is 
going to Midnight Mass, or the Christ-Mas. This is the only Mass of the 
year which is allowed to start after sunset. In Catholic countries such as 
Spain, Italy and Poland, Midnight Mass is in fact the most important 
church service of the entire Christmas season and many people, 
traditionally, fast beforehand. In other countries, such as Belgium and 
Denmark, people dine during the evening, and then go on to the 
Midnight Service.  
 
   The British are behind some countries when it comes to exchanging 
presents. In Germany, Sweden and Portugal the custom is to exchange 
on Christmas Eve. However, the British are ahead of Serbia and Slovakia, 
where the Christmas tree is not even brought into the house and 
decorated until Christmas Eve.  
 
   Yule logs are not so popular since the decline of the fireplace, but 
traditionally it would be lit on Christmas Eve from a bit of the previous 
year’s log, and then would be burned non-stop until 12th Night.  
 
   Tradition also decreed that any greenery such as holly, ivy or mistletoe 
must wait until Christmas Eve before being brought into the house. 
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BACK TO THE FUTURE 
Biddy Wigley 

A s I write, we have just come to 

the end of the Church year, with 

our celebration of Christ the King, 

being the culmination. We return 

to the beginning to look forward to 

the future! 

  

   What a contrast! From gazing on 

the majesty of Christ the King, and 

marvelling at His awesome power, 

we now step back and reflect, once 

again, on the first coming, the birth 

of the infant Jesus in a humble 

animal shelter.  

   

   I love the way God takes us by 

surprise. Who could possibly have 

guessed that the Messiah would be 

born, a defenceless baby, in an 

animal shelter, in a small 

backwater? Not for him a palace in 

the capital city; not for him 

bodyguards; not for him an 

impenetrable boundary fence. 

 

   Jesus lay in an animal feed 

trough, a symbolic sign of his 

nurture of everyone. He came in 

humility, from humble parents and 

the first to see him were the 

humble shepherds. He was born in  

 

poverty and came first to the poor. 

He became a refugee, he was 

homeless, he was an outcast, he 

depended on others for food and 

shelter. By his human experience, 

he is well able to relate to our 

human condition. 

 

   Our transcendent God 

condescended to come down to 

live with us. He made himself 

approachable, accessible and 

available. Jesus was born in ‘The 

House of Bread’ and referred to 

himself as ‘The Bread of Life.’ 

 

   The Messiah was expected. But 

all that was known was that his 

mother would be a virgin, and he 

would be born in Bethlehem. 

Centuries earlier Isaiah had 

prophesied: ‘A girl who is 

presently a virgin will get 

pregnant. She’ll bear a son and 

name him Immanuel (God with 

us).’ Isaiah 7.14, The Message. Micah 

had prophesied that the next king 

to come from David’s line would 

be born in Bethlehem and would 

be a shepherd-king. Micah 5.2, The 

Message. 



35 

   One thousand years before these 

prophecies, another story 

involving bread unfolded in that 

same village. If we go back to the 

story of Ruth and Naomi, we find 

them in Bethlehem. Naomi’s 

husband and sons had died. She 

and Ruth, her daughter-in-law, 

were destitute widows reduced to 

‘gleaning’ – the ‘welfare’ system 

whereby farmers would leave the 

edges of the fields uncut so that the 

poor could gather enough grain to 

feed themselves. 

 

   Boaz owned the fields where 

Ruth gleaned, and she eventually 

married him, her ‘kinsman 

redeemer’, and so became the great 

grandmother of King David. 

Bethlehem became known as the 

City of David, and its name means 

‘House of Bread.’ So here we have 

startling connections – Boaz was 

Ruth’s Kinsman Redeemer, and 

Jesus is the Saviour (Kinsman 

Redeemer) of the world. Boaz 

provided ‘bread’ for Ruth, Jesus 

provides ‘bread’ for the world. 

 

   This story appears as a 

foreshadowing of the arrival of 

Jesus. Would Ruth have guessed 

that she would be a direct ancestor 

of Jesus? It seems that we need to 

take notice of the little things. Boaz 

gave a little bread to an 

impoverished girl, and the result of 

that small act of compassion led to 

King David, to Joseph and to Jesus! 

God sent a tiny baby into our 

midst and look what happened!  

 

   Who knows what effect our own 

small acts of compassion may 

have? Transformation happens like 

a ripple across a pond. It’s like 

tossing a pebble into still water. 

The ripples of compassion spread 

ever outwards, and what we see as 

a small, local gesture, may actually 

have a significant impact as it 

travels on in ever widening circles. 

 

   The joy of Christmas ripples into 

eternity, a joy that no one can take 

from us because it is the joy of 

Jesus Christ himself living in our 

hearts through his Holy Spirit. 

And that joy ripples outwards to 

others in the little things. Jesus 

gives us a supernatural joy which 

no pain nor sorrow can diminish, 

and which neither life nor death 

can take away. 

 

   May you know the peace and joy 

of Jesus this Christmas. 

 

Best wishes, Biddy 
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West Cross 

Dental Practice 
 

 
 
 
 
54c Mulberry Avenue 
West Cross 
Swansea 
SA3 5HA 
Telephone:  404405  

Andrew Llewellyn BDC 
NHS, Private & Denplan 

MUSIC TUITION 
 

Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute 
& Theory of Music 

 
 

Nick Kiley 
BA (Hons) PGDip (RNCM) PGCE 
 

Telephone:  
07929 009772 

 
 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

To advertise in Llwynderw, please contact 
the editor - details on page 4. 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

 

 

• All aspects of Home and Grounds Maintenance 

• Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 

• Painting and Decorating Service 

• All projects Fully Managed 

• Free Estimates and all Work Fully Insured 

 

 Mike Timbrell 07813 055357   

 down2earthltd@icloud.com 

DOWN 2 EARTH 

PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LTD 
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PAUL BASTIAN 
CHARTERED BUILDING SURVEYOR 

 
Building Surveys 

Structural Surveys 
RICS Homebuyer Surveys 

   
 

20 Pontardulais Road,  

Gorseinon, Swansea, SA4 4FE 

Tel: 01792 898663 Fax: 01792 898699            

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

H 
HERITAGE 

CARPET & FLOORING LTD 
 

Specialists in carpet, wood, 
laminate & vinyl 

 
422 Gower Road, Killay, Swansea, SA2 7AJ 

Tel/Fax: 01792 202 021 
 

www.heritagecarpetandflooring.com 

 

 

HEARING LOSS 
WE ARE YOUR LOCAL SPECIALISTS 

 
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR  

FREE HEARING TEST 
01792 650894 

 
 

48 THE GROVE, UPLANDS, 
SWANSEA,  SA2 0QR 

 
OFFICE@HEARINGWALES.COM 

Mumbles after school 

Maths and English 

Call Sally 

363110 

DON PIPER 
 

Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 
 

Established 1962 
 

Customer Care  
our speciality 

 

14 Queen’s Road 

Mumbles 

Tel: 366576 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

 
 

Looking for a friendly, reliable 
cleaning  
service? 

 
 

Call us now on: 
01792 448721 

 
 

www.glowhomeservices.co.uk 

Are you looking for somewhere for 

your dog to stay  

while you are away? 

 

Then try 

 

EXCLUSIVE  
STAYCATIONS  

WITH ZEUS 
We only board one small dog at a time 

 

To find out more about this  

luxury boarding experience 

 

Contact Wendy on  

01792 410176 

 

We are fully licensed and insured 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Rebekah Robertson 
has bought John O’Malley’s  
former practice. 
 

Her surgery is at: 
360 Mumbles Road, Norton. 
 

Tel: 01792 732177 

 

A surprisingly wide range of 

goods and services 

We don’t just deliver 

newspapers! 

 

Joff, Wendy & the staff 

look forward to serving you! 

Telephone:401689  

Printed at Brynymor Digital Ltd, 14 Brynymor Road, Swansea  

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

GLYNDERI COTTAGE                                                                                                           
 

01874 636878 
                                                                  

SENNYBRIDGE                                                             

BRECON                                                              

POWYS  

LD3 8TS 

                                   

Walk - Explore - Relax  
 
 

www.glyndericottage.co.uk 

Heads Together 
 

Unisex Hair & Fashion Care 
 

Perming/Tinting/Colouring 
And Creative Designs 

 

NEW! 
O.P.I Gel Nails 

 

134 West Cross Lane, 
West Cross 
Swansea 
(01792) 401471 

http://www.glyndericottage.co.uk

