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THE PARISH OF LLWYNDERW 
Holy Cross Church & Clyne Chapel, Swansea,  

in the Mumbles Ministry Area 

CLERGY 
The Reverend Hywel D Griffiths 

(Assistant Priest) 
23, Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, Swansea, SA3 5DE 

Telephone: 01792 403957              Email: rev.hywel@outlook.com 

The Venerable Jonathan B Davies B.Th 
(Archdeacon of Gower) 

The Vicarage, Fairwood Road, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5JP 
Telephone & Fax: 01792 512747                 Email: ven.jbd@sky.com 

 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH 

Sunday 8.00am 
9.30am 
11.00am 

 Holy Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
 

Clyne Chapel 
Holy Cross 
Clyne Chapel 

Wednesday 10.30am  Holy Eucharist Clyne Chapel 

 

Thursday 10.00am  Holy Eucharist St Faith’s Chapel 

 

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,  
of the names of those who are sick. 

 

The Chapel of St Faith is open throughout the day  
for personal and private prayer. 

 

Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with  
 The Reverend Hywel Griffiths 

 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion  
of the sick or infirm at any time.  

 

The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing. 

WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS 

Fridays  9.30am - 12noon   Community Art Class  

Sundays  2.00pm - 4.30pm Ariosa Singers & Mumbles Voices  
Rehearse with Les & Penny Ryan 
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READERS 

Dr Felicity Padley 32 Fernhill Close,  Blackpill                                                                                                
E: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 

Mrs Biddy Wigley 5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea 
E: bobandbiddywigley@gmail.com 

Tel: 405404 

LAY WORSHIP TEAM 
Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Felicity Padley, Esther Searle, Biddy Wigley 

PAROCHIAL OFFICERS 

Parish Wardens 
Vicar’s Warden 

 
 

People’s Warden 

 
Mrs Lesley Morris  
65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty 
 
Miss Geraldine Twinney 
23 Muirfield Drive, Mayals 

 
Tel: 514769 

 
 

Tel: 420243 

PCC Secretary 
  
 
PCC Treasurer 

Dr Felicity Padley 
32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill 
 
Mr Bob Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals 

Tel: 402437 
 
 

Tel: 405404 

Parish Organist Mr Leslie Ryan, BA (hons mus), 
LCCMD, AWCCM, CertEd (Wales) 
43 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill 

Tel: 406062 

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL 
 

can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions 
 

Contact:  The Reverend Hywel Griffiths  
Telephone: 403957 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church at 3.15pm 
Eden Bus, as advised, Holy Cross Church at 4.00pm 

Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday 
Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080 

Film Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512 

Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders:  
Hazel Somers: 401705 & Elaine Griffiths: 208269 

Get Crafty Group 
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Contributions for the MAY issue  
to be received no later than 

Thursday 23rd April 2020 
 

for publication on Sunday 3rd May 2020 
   

Biddy Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 

 

Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

IN THIS ISSUE . . . . . . . 

5. Love, Light & Hope 
6. The Wisdom of Pooh 
7. A Prayer Amid an Epidemic 
8. Helps to Worship at Home 
16. The Covid Winter 
18. Family News/From the Parish Registers 
19. Parish Quiet Day 
20. Mothers’ Union 
22. Notices 
24. I Love That Hymn 
25. Thank You Ruth 
26. What is Anglicanism 
30. A Plea from the Parish Treasurer 
32. Life in Unexpected Places 
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LOVE, LIGHT & HOPE 

Archdeacon Jonathan 

A nnwyl Ffrindiau / Dear 

Friends 

 

   As I write, it has just been 

announced that all schools will 

close on Friday, two weeks before 

the planned Easter break.  The 

news follows the unprecedented 

decisions made by the UK 

Government following Boris 

Johnson’s words earlier in the 

week, “We’ve never seen anything 

like it in peacetime.”   

 

   Our Bench of Bishops has also 

issued a Pastoral Declaration as to 

how best to protect us from the 

world pandemic known as Covid-

19 ~ Coronavirus: 

 

‘All church services and gatherings for 

public worship should no longer take 

place.  This includes regular Sunday 

services and weekday services, as well 

as occasional offices.  Study groups 

and other parochial events that gather 

people together should also no longer 

take place.   

 

   We are awaiting further information  

 

from the government, which will help 

us all to measure and reflect upon the 

gravity and potential duration of this 

cessation.  However, given the 

information we have available to us at 

present, the ceasing of public worship 

and gathering is the prudent course of 

action.  Vestry Meetings should not 

take place for the time being.’ 

 

   ‘We are clear that the duty of the 

Church to speak in the name of God, 

and to interpret the gospel of salvation 

continues at all times and in all places.  

Our obligation to pray without ceasing 

is paramount at this time, and we have 

been encouraged by the ways over 

recent weeks in which church 

communities have been enabling their 

members to sustain a life of prayer and 

devotion when gathering for worship 

has been difficult or impossible.  These 

efforts should continue and intensify.’ 

 

   At Llwynderw, the Chapel of St 

Faith will be the location to drop 

off any contributions towards the 

Foodbank.  Given the constraints  

placed upon us, here is a very 

practical way of living out the  
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Good News which we are called to 

be in our community. 

 

   Yes, Holy Week and Easter will 

be very different this year to 

anything we’ve previously 

experienced as we’ll be unable to 

meet together to make our journey 

from Palm Sunday to Easter Day.  

However, we can still walk that 

journey and pray together from 

our homes for we are Easter 

people, people of the resurrection.  

Our faith undergirds everything 

we think and do.   

 

   Our faith is therefore a very 

positive faith; it recognises the 

destructiveness and negativity in 

the world and all the bad things 

that happen to people, but it 

transforms that view of the world 

by making the claim that in all 

situations God can bring light out 

of darkness and hope out of 

despair.  The Christian faith tells 

us that love wins the day, and that 

claim is proved by the resurrection 

of Jesus. 

 

   As God’s Easter people, may you 

experience the joy of the Risen 

Lord Jesus this Easter.  Let’s look 

forward to that time when we can 

look back and say that we played 

our part in bringing love, light and 

hope to those around us during 

this time of uncertainty. 

 

   Please listen to the advice given 

and stay safe. 

 

   Pob bendith / Every blessing 

 

Jonathan 

THE WISDOM OF POOH 
 

Pooh and Piglet were walking through a wood on a stormy night. The wind was 
howling, the trees were swaying and the branches were creaking. Piglet was 

scared and turned to Pooh: ‘Supposing a tree fell down, Pooh, when we were 
underneath it?’  ‘Supposing it didn’t!’ said Pooh after careful thought.  

Piglet was comforted by this. 
 

From AA Milne’s House at Pooh Corner 
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A PRAYER AMID AN EPIDEMIC 

Canon Arthur 

F ather, as Your Son, our 

Lord Jesus travelled through 

towns and villages healing 

the sick and bringing 

wholeness, we ask you to 

come to our aid now in the 

midst of the spread of 

coronavirus. 

 

   Heal those who are sick 

with the virus. May they be 

restored to health through 

the care they receive. 

 

   Heal us from our fears and 

comfort those who are in 

our Care Homes and 

Hospitals and those who 

live alone. May they know 

your presence. We ask you 

to stay by our side in this 

time of uncertainty and 

sorrow. 

 

   May those who have died 

of the virus rest in eternal 

peace. 

 

   Be with the families of  

 

those who are sick or 

bereaved. Defend them 

from despair and fill them 

with hope. 

 

   Be with doctors, nurses, 

researchers and medical 

professionals who seek to 

heal and help those affected. 

 

   Be with the leaders of the 

nations of the world that 

they may be truly concerned 

for the well being of those 

they serve. 

 

   Compassionate Lord, 

wherever we are – alone or 

in company - fill us with 

your Spirit and give us faith 

to face the future knowing 

that you love us and laid 

down your life for us. 

 

   To You be praise and glory 

for ever and ever. 

 

AMEN. 
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PALM SUNDAY 

 

+In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

Hosanna to the Son of David, the King of Israel. Blessed is he who comes 

in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 Let us enter the city with Jesus today. 

 Let us sing hosannas to our King! 

 To the Son of God riding on a donkey. 

 

 With shepherds, tax collectors 

 and prostitutes; 

 with the blind, the lame and the leper; 

 with the abused, abandoned and oppressed. 

 

 Let us shout for joy at Christ’s coming, 

 and follow the One who 

 welcomes the saint and sinner. 

 

 Let us join that crowd and our brothers and sisters 

 throughout the World as God draws near, 

 riding in triumph towards the Cross. 

 

As the Lord Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem, so today He comes to us where 

we are, not in a crowd, not in a congregation, but isolated, yet in a fellowship 

which transcends space, in communion with angels and archangels, saints and 

sinners, all ONE in Him. So we ask him to cleanse our hearts as He cleansed the 

Temple and to make His home in us, His unworthy, yet beloved children as we 

recall our lack of response to His love: 

HELPS TO WORSHIP AT HOME 

Canon Arthur 
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Lord, have mercy.       Christ, have mercy.        Lord, have mercy. 

 

The Collect and Gospel for Palm Sunday: 

 

True and humble King, 

hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 

grant us the faith to know you and love you, 

that we may be found beside you 

on the way to the cross,  

which is the path of glory. Amen 

 

The Gospel:  St Matthew 21: 1-11 

 

You may like to pause and spend a little time reflecting on this event. Imagine the 

scene. Look at the crowd. Join them. See the disciples. How would they feel about 

what was happening this morning? And look at Jesus as He enters the city and 

makes His way to the Temple. What has He to say to You and what have you to 

say to Him. 

 

  Sometimes they strew his way, 

  And his sweet praises sing; 

  Resounding all the day 

  Hosannas to their King. 

  Then ‘Crucify!’ 

  Is all their breath, 

  And for his death 

  They thirst and cry. 

 

Read PSALM 118:19 – end. (Words that the pilgrims sang on their way to 

Jerusalem): 

 

O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is gracious: 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 

 

In your own words pray for the World, especially for those suffering as a result  
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of the coronavirus, for the Church, for your loved ones and friends and for all 

who need the healing touch of the Lord today. Remember, too, the faithful 

departed. 

 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of 

uncertainty and distress. Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

and lift up all those who are brought low; that we may rejoice in your 

comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 

As you are not able to receive the Blessed Sacrament at present, remember your 

continued Communion with the Lord and offer yourself to Him as He gives 

Himself to you. Then say: 

 

 Take, Lord, and receive 

 my liberty, 

 my memory, 

 my understanding, 

 my entire will, 

 and all I have and call my own. 

 You have given all to me. 

 To you, Lord, I return it. 

 Everything is yours; 

 do with it what you will. 

 Give me only your love and your grace. 

 That is enough for me. 

 

Our Father....... 

 

Lord, as you enter Jerusalem for your Passion, 

rouse us from our apathy, 

deliver us from cosiness, 

rescue us from complacency, 

and as we make our journey with you this Holy Week, 

teach us the lessons of the Cross. 
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 Through His wounds may you find healing; 

 through His pain may you find relief; 

 through His suffering may you find freedom; 

 through His cross may you find victory. 
 

+++++++++++++++ 
 

READINGS FOR HOLY WEEK 

 

Monday: JESUS CLEARS THE TEMPLE: St Matthew 21: 12-17 

 

Tuesday: JESUS TEACHES IN THE TEMPLE: St Matthew 21: 23-27 

 

Wednesday: JESUS RESTS: St Matthew 26:  1-5 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

 

He gave a new commandment.  

 

Today we remember Jesus washing the feet of the disciples and 

sharing the Last Supper with them. He gives them a New 

Commandment and then prays in the Garden of Gethsemane where he 

is betrayed by Judas. 

 

The Collect and suggested Gospel Readings: 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you have taught us 

that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters 

we also do for you: 

give us the will to be the servant of others 

as you were the servant of all, 

and gave up your life and died for us, 

but are alive and reign, now and ever.  AMEN 

 

St John 13:1-20, St Luke 22: 1-23, 39 – end. 
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Our Father...... 

 

  From heaven you came, helpless babe, 

  entered our world, your glory veiled; 

  not to be served, but to serve, 

  and give your life that we might live. 

  This is our God, the Servant King. 

  he calls us now to follow him, 

  to bring our lives as a daily offering 

  of worship to the Servant King.  

 

GOOD FRIDAY 

 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you 

because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

 

The Collect and Passion Narratives: 

 

Almighty Father, 

look with mercy on this your family 

for which our Lord Jesus Christ was content to be betrayed 

and given up into the hands of sinners 

and to suffer death upon the cross; 

who is alive and glorified with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

As we meet with our sisters and brothers throughout the world at the foot of the 

cross you may like to read and reflect on one of the accounts of our Lord’s 

Passion: 

 

St Matthew 27: 1-54; St Mark 15: 1-41; St Luke 23: 1-49; St John 19: 1-37. 

 

 Thanks be to you, my Lord Jesus Christ, 

 for all the benefits which you have won for me, 

 for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 
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 O most merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother, 

 may I know you more clearly, 

 love you more dearly, 

 and follow you more nearly, 

 day by day. 

 

Our Father...... 

 

  Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

  that were a present far too small; 

  love so amazing, so divine, 

  demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

HOLY SATURDAY 

 

Christ’s Body is laid in the tomb:  St Matthew 27: 57-end 

 

  Love’s redeeming work is done; 

  fought the fight, the battle won: 

  lo, our Sun’s eclipse is o’er, 

  lo, he sets in blood no more. 

 

EASTER DAY 

 

At the commencement of today’s Service light a candle at the place where you 

pray – your Easter Candle - and greet the Risen Lord, the Light of the world, 

with these words: 

 

CHRIST IS RISEN!  HE IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! 

 

  Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia, 

  our triumphant holy day, Alleluia, 

  who did once upon the cross, Alleluia, 

  suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia. 
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Almighty God, from whose love neither life nor death can separate us: 

let the whole company of heaven praise you; let the whole Church 

throughout the world praise you. May our celebration today raise us up 

and renew our lives through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord. AMEN. 

 

We recall all those ways in which we, like the disciples, have betrayed, denied, 

and failed in so many ways to follow Jesus, and His great love in forgiving us 

and accepting us and loving us. 

 

Lord, have mercy.    Christ, have mercy.    Lord, have mercy. 

 

Now we listen to God’s Word: 

 

The Collect and Gospel for Easter Day which may be used for each day this 

week: 

 

God of glory, 

by the raising of your Son 

you have broken the chains of death and hell: 

fill your Church with faith and hope; 

for a new day has dawned 

and the way of life stands open 

in our Saviour Jesus Christ.  AMEN. 

 

The Gospel:   St John 20: 1-18 

 

(You may like to picture this scene and, alongside Mary hear the Risen Lord say 

your name.) 

 

In your prayers today remember all who suffer as a result of the virus, those who 

are fearful, those in our Care Homes and Hospitals, doctors, nurses, carers, 

researchers and medical professionals and all who seek to heal and help those 

affected. We ask God to help us at this time of uncertainty knowing that we are 

never isolated from His love and that He is with us always. Pray, too, for the 

Church and for your family and friends. 
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As you are not able to receive the Sacrament of our Lord’s Body and Blood at 

present remember your continued communion with him. Pause for a moment 

and then offer yourself to Him as He offers Himself in love to you:  
 

 I give myself to you, Lord, 

 I give myself to you. 

 All that I am 

 All that I have been 

 All that I hope to be, 

 I give myself to you, Lord. 

 I give myself to you 

 in joy and in sorrow, 

 In sickness and in health, 

 In success and in failure, 

 I give myself to you, Lord, 

 I give myself to you. 

 In darkness and in light, 

 In trouble and in joy, 

 In time and for eternity, 

 I give myself to you, Lord, 

 I give myself to you. 

 

Our Father...... 

 

  Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

  Endless in the victory thou o’er death hast won; 

  Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

  Kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 

  Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

  Endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won. 

 

Christ, risen in glory, scatter the darkness before us, that we may walk as 

children of light until we come to that light which is eternal. 
 

+++++++++++ 
 

Grateful thanks to Canon Arthur for compiling this liturgy for us to use at home.  
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THE COVID WINTER 

This meditation was sent to Kathleen Boyce by Ann Thompson, a friend in 

Ireland. I have been given permission to reproduce it in the magazine. It is full of 

hope and optimism as we journey through uncertain times. Thank you Kathleen.  

It started slowly, 

Like the first leaves in autumn. 

First one, then two, then three at once, 

And then a flurry. 

Suddenly all the plans I had made were gone. 

The calendar stood bare, 

Like a winter tree. 

The people I loved – isolated. 

The routine I knew – decimated. 

The pattern of my life – changed, almost unrecognisable. 

“I know the plans I have for you” says the Lord, 

But I want my plans. 

I want what I thought I would have, 

The meetings, the people and the places. 

 

Spring is in the air, 

But it feels like winter. 

An eerie, quiet winter, 

A frightening, Narnian winter, 

With no Christmas to brighten the days. 

But a stopping, waiting, 

Worrying, questioning winter: 

When will this end? 

Will the world be the same after? 

Who will I be when it is over? 
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Then I remember 

That despite appearances 

Winter is not just waiting. 

It is recharging, 

Strengthening, 

Preparing 

For new life, and abundant growth. 

For the beauty of flowers 

And the miracle of birth. 

 

And I remember that in the darkness of Good Friday 

The disciples despaired, 

Believing that the world as they knew it 

Was over. 

And it was. 

But what came next was joy, 

Transformation 

A new life 

A new mission. 

The old and familiar was gone, 

The new was infinitely better. 

 

This “winter” feels hard 

But I will give it to God 

Trusting in His promise 

Of hope and renewal. 

Looking to Easter – whenever it comes 

Believing that in God’s time, not my time 

Life will be renewed. 

 

©Katie Smith, 17/03/2020 
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FAMILY NEWS 

Baptism  Camilla Rose Rees 

 

Marriage Simon Aspland & Samantha Louise Rice Fisher 

 

At Rest Gwynfryn Jenkins 

  Martin Rees 

L es Ryan has been awarded a 

Certificate of Special Service from 

the Royal School of Church Music 

(CertRSCM). He will be presented 

with this award in Salisbury 

Cathedral in October.  

     We send our loving sympathy 

to Mavis Rees on the death of her 

husband, Martin. Martin was a one 

time Captain of Clyne golf Club 

and they had both recently 

celebrated their 90th birthdays. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with 

Mavis and her family Sally, Peter 

and Tim at this sad time. 

    

 

   Some readers may remember Jan 

Parton who sang with the Parish 

Chorale. Jan’s husband, Ed has 

recently died after a long illness. 

We send our love and prayers to 

Jan and her sons Ian and Gareth.  

   News has just reached us about a 

faithful former member of Holy 

Cross. Some readers will 

remember David Jordan, who 

recently died following a long 

illness. We send our loving 

sympathy to Franky and all his 

family as they come to terms with 

their loss. 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
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T wenty parishioners and two 

friends, gathered at Nicholaston 

House for a special Quiet Day led 

by Hywel. 

 

   Hywel introduced the day by 

telling us how he speaks with 

people who have no knowledge of 

or belief in God, and God’s ways of 

speaking to us. He was going to 

tell us some stories because he 

found the method so helpful to 

non-believers. Stories explain 

God’s message and teaching in a 

straightforward yet very powerful 

way. 

 

   Hywel didn’t compare his way 

with how Jesus taught. This was 

just the technique which Jesus used 

with such outstanding results in 

His time, as well as in the present 

age, and in the history of the 

church.  Not only did Jesus draw 

huge crowds to listen to Him, and 

so changed lives, but He fulfilled  

God’s plan for salvation.   

 

     

 

 

    Jesus still changes lives today 

and, through His parables, gives us 

insights into how he wants us to 

behave.  Hywel’s technique 

mirrored Jesus’ way of teaching. It 

was simply that he had discovered 

for himself how he could help 

people through storytelling. These 

modern parables were a great 

blessing to us. They show that we 

need to be open to God’s many 

different ways of teaching. 

 

   Thank you Hywel for an 

inspiring day. The fellowship with 

our friends is always a healing and 

uplifting experience so we were 

doubly blessed on our Quiet 

Day. Thanks to Lyn for making the 

arrangements for such a successful 

day.  It was sad that she was not 

well enough to join us, but we 

appreciate what she did. Thanks to 

Arthur who led the Eucharist as 

our Christian family joined in 

worship together. The staff 

provided an excellent hot lunch so 

thanks to them too. 

PARISH QUIET DAY 

Saturday 22 February 2020 

Esther Searle 
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MOTHERS’ UNION                                

Christian Care for Families                                

Elaine Griffiths 

H azel Somers and I were 

looking forward, with many 

others, to attending the Mothers’ 

Union Diocesan Festival at Brecon 

Cathedral on 5th May when the 

Bishop’s officer for Older People’s 

Ministry, Rev’d Sally Rees, was to 

be commissioned as the Anna 

Chaplaincy’s lead chaplain for 

Wales.  Sally is already fulfilling 

the role and her formal 

commissioning is to be 

rescheduled.  Sally and Debbie 

Thrower were to be the speakers at 

the Festival which has, of course, 

been cancelled due to the current 

pandemic.  Debbie was the 

Chaplaincy’s founder and pioneer.   

 

   The Anna Chaplaincy, which 

began in Alton, Hampshire, in 

2010 is part of the Bible Reading 

Fellowship (BRF) and takes its 

name from the faithful older 

characters in the second chapter of 

Luke’s Gospel, Simeon and Anna.  

It is a model of ministry for older 

people that grew out of a network  

 

called the Gift of Years. 

 

   Anna Chaplains offer spiritual 

support to older people living in 

care homes and sheltered housing 

complexes, their relatives and staff 

who look after them. The 

Chaplaincy promotes the spiritual 

welfare of older people in the 

wider community, particularly 

those facing challenges living 

independently. Anna Chaplains 

are there for people of strong, little 

or no faith at all.  The ministry 

involves accompanying ‘walking  

Rev’d Sally Rees 
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THE LORD REIGNS, LET THE EARTH BE GLAD; 

LET THE DISTANT SHORES REJOICE. 

Psalm 97:1 

alongside’ older people, listening 

to their life stories and offering 

sensitive spiritual care anywhere 

in community. 

 

   Sally began serving older people 

in the community as a lay person 

when the first pastoral team in St 

Edmund’s Benefice in the 

Crickhowell area, was set up in 

2005. When she was licensed as 

deacon in 2014 her remit was to 

develop Older People’s Ministry in 

the community across the St 

Catwg Ministry Area.  Since then 

Sally has also been training lay 

pastoral visitors in other Ministry 

Areas.  In recognition of her work, 

Sally was chosen as one of the 

faces of the BRF’s International 

Women’s Day celebrations. 

Sally has planned an Anna 

Chaplaincy/Older People’s 

Ministry conference at St 

Catherine’s Church in Gorseinon 

for June 25. This too is now in 

doubt.  

 

   I hope to be able to tell you more 

about the Chaplaincy, Sally & 

Debbie, the Gift of Years, and even 

Messy Vintage, in the next issue of 

the Parish Magazine, and until 

then I will take leave of you with 

the Anna Chaplaincy Prayer: 

 

   Faithful God, you have promised in 

Christ to be with us to the end of time. 

Come close to those who have lived 

long and experienced much. Help 

them to continue to be faithful and, 

within the all-age kingdom of God, to 

find ways to go on giving and 

receiving your grace, day by day. For 

your glory and your kingdom. 

Rev’d Debbie Thrower 
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NOTICES 

WE LOVE MUMBLES & GOWER 

 

During the Covid-19 period many Mumbles Traders are offering  
a delivery service.  For all the information please visit 

 

http://www.mumblestraders.com 
 

Residents needing support or those who wish to volunteer  
to help in any way please email Mumbles Community Council: 

 

covid19support@mumbles.gov.uk 
 

or call the Clerk to the Council during office hours: 
 

01792 363598 
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CLYNE IN BLOOM 

 

Thank you if you volunteered to help serve refreshments in Clyne 
Chapel during Clyne in bloom but due to the coronavirus pandemic  

this will not now be going ahead. 
 

I wish you and your families well at this uncertain and difficult time  
and if you need any help getting food supplies or medicines  

please get in touch. 
                                                                                                               

Lesley: 01792 514769 
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A  firm favourite with church 

goers and rugby crowds, not to 

mention male voice choirs!  The 

Welsh original, of which the 

English version is a very free 

translation, is Arglwydd, arwain 

trwy’r anialwch (Lord, lead me 

through the wilderness) written by 

William Williams (1717-91) of 

Pantycelyn, Llandovery.  

   Williams at first wanted to 

become a medical doctor but 

changed his mind and was 

ordained a Deacon by the Bishop 

of St David’s Cathedral. Three 

years after his ordination he 

became a preacher in the Welsh 

Calvinistic Methodist Church. In 

this role he wrote over 800 hymns 

and travelled 100,000 miles on foot 

or horseback to preach the Gospel. 

He was an itinerant preacher for 40 

years! 

     

    

    

   In 1771 Peter Williams (no 

relative) published his very free 

version of the hymn in English in 

his Hymns on Various Subjects. 

Various editors over the years have 

changed some of the lines. For 

example in line one Jehovah 

becomes Redeemer, and the last line 

of verse one can be either ‘Feed me 

now and evermore’ or ‘Feed me till I 

want no more’. 

   The imagery of the hymn comes 

directly from the Book of Exodus 

story of the Israelites journey from 

Egypt, their wanderings in the 

wilderness ‘let the fiery cloudy pillar 

lead me all my journey through’, and 

their arrival in the Promised Land, 

‘Land me safe on Canaan’s side.’ The 

famous chorus of ‘Bread of Heaven’ 

no doubt refers to manna, the food 

that God miraculously provided to 

the Israelites as they wandered in 

the wilderness.     

I LOVE THAT HYMN 

Les Ryan 

The ten most popular hymns in the 2019 BBC Songs of Praise survey. 

 

8. Guide Me O Thou Great Redeemer 
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   The famous tune ‘Cwm 

Rhondda’ associated with the 

hymn was written by John Hughes 

(1873-1932) for the annual Baptist 

Cymanfa Ganu at Pontypridd in 

1905. This was, of course, the time 

of the great Non-Conformist 

Revival (1904-05) - the last Great 

Revival in Wales when it’s 

believed at least 100,000 were 

brought to faith. John Hughes was 

not a musician by profession - he 

worked for the Great Western 

Railway Company but was also 

Precentor (someone who was 

charged with leading the singing) 

of Salem Baptist Church in 

Pontypridd. 

 

William Williams 1717-1791 

THANK YOU RUTH 
 

Eleven years ago, Fr Danny developed a relationship with Digipress for all 
parish printing needs. Since that time I, as Editor, have enjoyed 
tremendous support from the staff there, and in particular Ruth Partlett.  
 
Ruth called me a few days ago to tell me that she has tendered her 
resignation and will be moving on to pastures new. It would be remiss of 
me to not acknowledge Ruth’s support,  encouragement and sometimes 
great patience, never failing to deliver a very high quality product and 
frequently going the extra mile. 
 
Thank you Ruth, and every blessing in your new role. 
        Biddy 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Portrait_of_Parch._William_Williams,_Pant-y-Celyn_(4674719)_(cropped).jpg
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B y the early 18th century the 

position of the Established 

Anglican Church was apparently 

unassailable.  The monarch and 

consort, holders of public office, 

commissioned officers in the army 

and navy, officers of the law and 

university professors and fellows 

had to conform to its expectations. 

There were Dissenters whose 

talents were more likely to find an 

outlet in business and trade and 

Catholics who generally remained 

well below the radar but neither of 

these groups had any interest or 

intention of rocking the Anglican 

boat.  All this changed with the 

advent of Methodism. This 

challenge, from within the 

Anglican Church itself, came from 

the severe and yet charismatic 

John Wesley whose life spanned 

the eighteenth century. Methodism 

was originally conceived as an 

additional activity for Anglicans. 

Despite a lack of support and often 

open hostility from the higher  

 

Anglican clergy, Methodism 

would profoundly affect the 

Established Church in England, 

Wales and Ireland.  

 The sons of a cleric and an 

intensely pious mother, John 

Wesley (1703-91) and his brother 

Charles  (1707-1788) with a small 

group of others formed a Holy 

Club while students at Oxford 

where they  sought personal 

holiness by the practice of  good 

works, physical austerity and 

intense devotional activity such as 

praying outside in frost and rain. 

Indeed, one member of their group 

perished as a result of this 

mortification of the flesh. They 

became known as Methodists 

because they were so organized 

and ‘methodical’. The Wesleys 

embraced the nickname. In 1735 

the young Anglican priest brothers 

set off for the new American 

colony of Georgia as missionaries  

to the settlers and native  

WHAT IS ANGLICANISM? 

Kathleen Boyce 

Establishing Anglicanism 4: The Methodist Century 



27  

 Americans. This venture lasted 

until 1737 but was not a success. 

While there John experienced a 

romantic attachment in whose 

aftermath he did not behave well. 

John’s relationships with women 

were to remain problematic 

throughout his life. 

   During their  American  sojourn  

the Wesleys had encountered 

Moravian Christians whose 

serenity and holiness impressed 

them and it was at a Moravian 

meeting in Aldersgate in 1738 that 

John had a spiritual experience 

when, in his own words, ‘it pleased 

God to kindle a fire which I trust 

shall never be extinguished.’  It is 

important to understand that John 

Wesley ‘s doctrinal position was 

that all need to be saved 

(experience God’s grace) and this 

was a personal response from 

choice with salvation freely 

available for all (sometimes known 

as Arminianism) unlike Calvinism 

in which salvation was pre-

ordained. John believed that the 

love of God must be expressed in 

the doing of good works. He 

believed that there could be no 

holiness other than its social 

expression. Hence we speak of the 

‘social gospel’, an aspect of 

Wesley’s belief that to be perfected 

in love for God and one’s fellows 

was the ultimate goal of Christian 

discipleship. (It can be no 

coincidence that in the next century 

William Booth, a Methodist 

preacher, founded the Salvation 

Army.) 

   Following his ‘conversion’ 

Wesley began to travel and preach 

but soon found that his evangelical 

‘enthusiasm’ did not play well with 

the Anglican hierarchy and so he 

found himself excluded from many 

churches. This physical exclusion 

was to be the making of 

Methodism as early Methodist 

preachers were thus compelled to 

preach wherever and whenever 

they could. Hence John was later 

able to claim that the world was his 

parish.  

   The eighteenth century was one 

of dramatic population growth, 

agrarian change and industrial 

revolution. The population largely 

shifted from country to new jerry 

built housing in insanitary towns, 

into mining areas, ironworks, 

barrack-like cotton mills or rough 

shelters for canal workers.  Child 

labour was the norm and life for 

most was a matter of working or  
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starving. Even those who 

continued to work in their own 

homes endured low wages and 

unhealthy overcrowded 

conditions. Unsurprisingly, 

alcohol, gambling and rough 

amusements such as bear baiting, 

cock fighting and prize fighting 

often provided an escape from 

long hours and economic 

exploitation. The old parish system 

had entirely broken down in many 

areas which had no church or 

priest. Ignorance of the most 

elementary tenets of Christianity 

prevailed but neither Dissenters 

nor the Church of England seemed 

able to address this situation. Thus 

it was to the poor and 

dispossessed that Wesley made his 

appeal.  He travelled over 224,000 

miles on horseback and preached 

over 40,000 sermons (15 per week) 

in 53 years. He travelled through 

England, Wales (you will have 

seen the plaque in Oxwich), 

Scotland (where he had limited 

success with the Calvinistic Scots 

Presbyterians) and he even visited 

Ireland 21 times.  On a visit to 

county Down he preached in a 

barn and on a rock. In 1780 

building began on what is the 

oldest Methodist church in Ireland 

in Portaferry and which now 

works and worships with the local 

Church of Ireland.  

   In Wales Methodism was very 

influential and the dynamic. 

Mumbles Methodist church is 

witness to this ongoing impact.  In 

some parts of Wales the 

enthusiasm of Wesley was 

embraced but not his theology and 

many broke away to become 

Calvinistic Methodists (aka 

Presbyterians).  William Williams 

Pantycelyn (originally an Anglican 

deacon) who wrote many hymns, 

mainly but not all in Welsh, and 

including the rousing Guide me, O 

Thou Redeemer, and the  great 

Welsh preachers Howell Harris 

and Daniel Rowland (an erstwhile 

curate in Ceredigion) helped 

ensure that by the mid nineteenth 

century Wales was predominantly 

a non-conformist country (and 

hence by the twentieth century 

disestablishment was inevitable as 

the Anglican church could not 

justify its collection of tithes from a 

largely non-conformist 

population).    

   In England, as in Wales, 

Methodism was born in song. 

Charles Wesley, who wrote over 

6500 hymns, married the daughter  
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of a Welsh gentleman who was 

converted to Methodism by 

Howell Harris. If you take just two 

minutes to check the index in any 

hymn book the pre-eminence of 

Charles Wesley is immediately 

apparent.  Hark! The Herald Angels 

Sing, Lo! He Comes with Clouds 

Descending and Love Divine, all 

Loves Excelling remain among the 

favourites and not just for 

Methodists. One very obvious 

impact of Methodism was the 

introduction and popularity of 

hymn singing in Anglican 

churches from about 1800 

onwards.  Another result of 

Methodist example was the 

growth of evangelism in Anglican 

circles e.g. with William 

Wilberforce and the Clapham sect 

who regarded Christian 

evangelism as the way to relieve 

social distress and drive social 

reform. 

   Although Wesley remained an 

Anglican and encouraged his 

followers to attend Anglican 

services his adherents developed 

as separate congregations due in 

no small part to Wesley’s 

extraordinary organisational gifts 

whereby Methodists were grouped 

into a pyramid organisation of 

classes, churches, circuits and 

districts, with even the poorest 

making regular donations. 

Followers were urged to embrace 

not only stewardship but 

concomitant frugality, sobriety, 

cleanliness and the gospel of work. 

Thus society as well as individuals 

changed and it is often believed 

that the growth of Methodism 

averted revolution in Britain 

unlike France.  This change in 

manners and mores was so 

marked that in 1791 Wesley 

remarked, ‘The Methodists 

everywhere grow diligent and 

frugal; consequently they increase 

in goods. Hence they 

proportionately increase in pride, 

in anger, in the desire of the flesh, 

the desire of the eyes, and the 

pride of life. So although the form 

of religion remains, the spirit is 

swiftly vanishing away.’  

   By the end of Wesley’s life 

Methodism constituted a separate 

church group with more than 360 

chapels. The big break had come in 

1784 when no Anglican bishop 

would ordain ministers for service 

in America so Wesley breached 

Episcopal authority and ordained 

them himself with power to 

administer the sacraments. 
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A PLEA FROM THE PARISH TREASURER 

   John WesIey was a man of 

contradictions. His belief in 

witches and a personal devil 

harked back to earlier ages yet his 

grasp of theology, his inclusivity, 

his social awareness and his 

organisational and communication 

skills  (and even his vegetarian 

diet!) looked forward to the 

modern age. Thus it is probably 

fair to allege that this 

extraordinary radical man, whose 

scope and ambition has even been 

compared to that of Napoleon, 

provided a wake-up call to an 

Anglican establishment then in the 

doldrums. 

   Like Anglicanism, mainstream 

Methodism has evolved but still 

retains at its core its social 

conscience and the belief in 

salvation being freely available for 

all. Today the World Methodist 

Council has an office in Rome and 

is at the forefront of ecumenism 

and you may know that modern 

Methodists include – or have 

included - Nelson Mandela, 

George W. Bush, Hillary Clinton, 

Beyoncé, Paul Boateng and 

Elizabeth Warren. And, finally, 

Clark Kent is a Methodist! 
 

T o repeat a phrase with which 

we are now, sadly, very familiar, 

these are unprecedented times! 

Both our churches are closed until 

further notice, and who knows 

when they are likely to re-open. Of 

course, we will get through the 

present crisis, and planning for the 

eventual return of normality is one 

of the many things that will keep 

us occupied in the weeks ahead. 

 

   So, here’s the point! Despite the 

fact that our churches are closed, 

our day to day costs and expenses 

will continue to accrue, and 

although there will be some very 

modest alleviation in terms of 

slightly reduced lighting and 

heating costs, other liabilities, 

principally those such as Ministry 

Share, Licences, Insurances etc. 

will need to be met. I know that  



31  

these are difficult times for many, 

but your regular giving, even 

though our churches are not open, 

will ensure that we can continue to 

‘pay our way’ as it were, and be in 

good shape for when our doors are 

open again. 

 

   As you will know, our regular 

giving comes in three different 

ways – individual monthly 

standing order payments direct to 

our Bank Accounts, weekly giving 

envelopes, and loose cash into the 

plate. I am sure that those of you 

that give by way of standing order 

will allow those to continue, and 

likewise, many of you that use the 

envelope scheme generously 

ensure that when you are away on 

holiday or are unwell, your 

envelopes are filled and given 

when you return. 

 

   However, my plea is directed at 

those who only give when they are 

actually in church, either by using 

their weekly envelope for that 

week, using an occasional giving 

envelope, or by putting cash in the 

plate.  Do please consider putting 

aside your giving, each week, so 

that when we are able to re-open 

our doors,  monies that we may 

have had to take from reserves to 

pay our way during the time we 

are closed, can be quickly 

replenished. 

 

   I know that anything to do with 

money can often be boring to 

many of us, so I am grateful to you 

for taking the trouble to read this. 

Let me leave you with some words 

from Paul’s second letter to the 

Church in Corinth “Remember 

this: Whoever sows sparingly will 

also reap sparingly, and whoever 

sows generously will also reap 

generously. Each of you should 

give what you have decided in 

your heart to give, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver”.  

 

   With best wishes – stay positive 

and confident that with God’s help 

we will all come through this time 

of trial: above all, keep safe and 

well! 

 

Bob Wigley 

NEVER WILL I LEAVE YOU, NEVER WILL I FORSAKE YOU 
Hebrews 13:5 
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LIFE IN UNEXPECTED PLACES 

Biddy Wigley 

I t was late afternoon. The sun 

had just started its descent. The sea 

was almost motionless. Anchored 

boats swayed gently. The cat 

basked in the dying rays. Birds 

were singing in the trees. Peace, 

perfect peace. 

   As I revelled in the near silence 

my mind switched to the 

extraordinary newspaper 

headlines about the virus that was 

apparently spreading like wildfire 

across the world. When we 

travelled to Bermuda the virus was 

still largely confined to China. 

  We watched the Prime Minister’s 

daily press conferences with his 

scientific and medical advisers; we 

watched the Chancellor and the 

Health Minister; we watched the 

endless newscasts.  

   Within a short time the first two 

cases were confirmed in Bermuda 

and the government announced 

the imminent closure of her 

borders to all but essential freight. 

   In a couple of short weeks the  

 

world had turned upside down!

Having discussed with our family 

what to do, we caught the 

penultimate flight home and self-

quarantined in case we had 

acquired the virus en route. 

   How life can change almost in 

the blink of an eyelid! But the 

public response in Britain has been 

extraordinary. Times like this bring 

out the best in people. It resembles 

a war, except rather than a 

conflagration between nations, this 

is a uniting of nations against an 

invisible threat. We are a global 

village, interconnected  by our 

shared creation and humanity. 

   The extraordinary number of 

volunteers is heartwarming. There 

is a wonderful sense in which we 

are coming together in a spirit of  

mutual dependency; the countless 

acts of kindness serving as an 

antidote to the bitter Brexit 

divisions.  

   At times of uncertainty, we look 

for signs of new life, of light in the  

darkness. The Bible is full of such 
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stories of hope overcoming despair 

and fear and of God’s generous 

gifts of light. 

 

   In the New Testament, we find 

Elizabeth and Mary. Elizabeth 

despaired that at her age she 

would never bear a child. But one 

day the angel Gabriel appeared to 

Zechariah announcing that their 

son would be called John and 

would be the forerunner of the 

Messiah! Imagine, not just a child, 

but a son who would be used to 

proclaim light to a dark world! 

 

   Mary, on the other hand, also 

received a visit from the angel 

Gabriel. Her emotions were like a 

roller coaster as she absorbed the 

impact of the message. There was 

the overwhelming privilege of 

carrying the Messiah, the Light of 

the world, but the terrible shame 

that would come on her family - 

the shame of being an unmarried 

mother and the very real fear of 

Joseph’s reaction and his possible 

rejection of her. 

 

   For both women life had changed 

completely. But the new lives that 

were growing in the darkness of 

their wombs would change the 

world. Out of their despair and 

fear God was able to create a new 

reality which would impact the 

world for ever. 

    

   In our personal fears and worries 

we perhaps need to reflect on all 

the positive things that are 

happening as a direct result of 

Covid-19. There are many. But I’d 

like to focus particularly on the use 

of technology.  

 

   There is much negativity 

attached to social media, but since 

the corona virus arrived, the 

winter floods have been replaced 

by floods of creativity. Church is 

being re-imagined with all manner 

of services and reflections being 

uploaded to YouTube.  

 

   I have watched or listened to a 

number of thoughtful and 

uplifting reflections posted by both 

local and national Christian 

individuals and groups.  

 

   Social media is keeping us 

connected, keeping us fed with 

good spiritual food. But also it is 

being used to spread the good 

news about local initiatives set up 

to support and encourage us all.    

Schools are able to keep their 

timetables running with interactive  
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

 

lessons. The Green Goddess is back 

(there’s a blast from the past!)  

showing older people how to keep 

fit, and a charismatic fitness coach 

called Joe Wicks has really caught 

the imagination with his daily 

workouts for children and adults!!  

 

   So all is not darkness - far from it! 

I am no physicist, but in thinking 

about the coronavirus a picture 

comes to mind - that of a solar 

eclipse. As the moon plunges the 

earth into darkness, the sun’s 

‘corona’ can be seen. The darker 

the sky, the brighter the corona! 

There are two sides to everything 

and nothing is all bad!  

    

   As Easter approaches let us 

rejoice that, even in the present 

darkness of the Corona pandemic, 

light is flooding the world as 

nations draw together to overcome 

the threat, and communities come 

together in countless acts of 

kindness and generosity. 

 

With every blessing, Biddy 
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• All aspects of Home and Grounds Maintenance 

• Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 

• Painting and Decorating Service 

• All projects Fully Managed 

• Free Estimates and all Work Fully Insured 

 

 Mike Timbrell 07813 055357   

 down2earthltd@icloud.com 

DOWN 2 EARTH 

PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LTD 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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West Cross 
Dental Practice 

 

 
 
 

54c Mulberry Avenue 
West Cross 
Swansea 
SA3 5HA 
Telephone:  404405  

Andrew Llewellyn BDC 
NHS, Private & Denplan 

MUSIC TUITION 
 

Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute 
& Theory of Music 

 
 

Nick Kiley 
BA (Hons) PGDip (RNCM) PGCE 
 
 
 

Telephone:  
07929 009772 

 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

Need help to get to medical appointments? 
CALL GOWER VOLUNTARY TRANSPORT  

01792 851942 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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A surprisingly wide range of 

goods and services 

We don’t just deliver 

newspapers! 

 

Joff, Wendy & the staff 

look forward to serving you! 

Telephone:401689  

H 
HERITAGE 

CARPET & FLOORING LTD 
 

Specialists in carpet, wood, 
laminate & vinyl 

 

422 Gower Road, Killay,  
Swansea, SA2 7AJ 

 
Tel/Fax: 01792 202 021 

To advertise in Llwynderw, please contact 
the editor - details on page 4. 

 
 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Looking for a friendly, reliable 
cleaning  
service? 

 
 

Call us now on: 
01792 448721 

 
 

www.glowhomeservices.co.uk 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Rebekah Robertson 
has bought John O’Malley’s  
former practice. 
 

Her surgery is at: 
360 Mumbles Road, Norton. 
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