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THE PARISH OF LLWYNDERW 
Holy Cross Church & Clyne Chapel, Swansea,  

in the Mumbles Ministry Area 

CLERGY 
The Reverend Hywel D Griffiths 

(Priest-in-Charge) 
23, Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, Swansea, SA3 5DE 

Telephone: 01792 403957              Email: rev.hywel@outlook.com 

The Venerable Jonathan B Davies B.Th 
(Archdeacon of Gower) 

The Vicarage, Fairwood Road, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5JP 
Telephone & Fax: 01792 512747                 Email: ven.jbd@sky.com 

 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH 

Sunday 8.00am 
9.30am 
11.00am 

 Holy Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
 

Clyne Chapel 
Holy Cross 
Clyne Chapel 

Wednesday 10.30am  Holy Eucharist Clyne Chapel 

 

Thursday 10.00am  Holy Eucharist St Faith’s Chapel 

 

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,  
of the names of those who are sick. 

 

The Chapel of St Faith is open throughout the day  
for personal and private prayer. 

 

Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with  
 The Reverend Hywel Griffiths 

 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion  
of the sick or infirm at any time.  

 

The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing. 

WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS 

Fridays  9.30am - 12noon   Community Art Class  

Sundays  2.00pm - 4.30pm Ariosa Singers & Mumbles Voices  
Rehearse with Les & Penny Ryan 
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READERS 

Dr Felicity Padley 32 Fernhill Close,  Blackpill                                                                                                
E: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 

Mrs Biddy Wigley 5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea 
E: bobandbiddywigley@gmail.com 

Tel: 405404 

LAY WORSHIP TEAM 
Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Felicity Padley, Esther Searle, Biddy Wigley 

PAROCHIAL OFFICERS 

Parish Wardens 
Vicar’s Warden 

 
 

People’s Warden 

 
Mrs Lesley Morris  
65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty 
 
Miss Geraldine Twinney 
23 Muirfield Drive, Mayals 

 
Tel: 514769 

 
 

Tel: 420243 

PCC Secretary 
  
 
PCC Treasurer 

Dr Felicity Padley 
32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill 
 
Mr Bob Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals 

Tel: 402437 
 
 

Tel: 405404 

Parish Organist Mr Leslie Ryan, BA (hons mus), 
LCCMD, AWCCM, CertEd (Wales) 
43 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill 

Tel: 406062 

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL 
 

can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions 
 

Contact:  The Reverend Hywel Griffiths  
Telephone: 403957 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church at 3.15pm 
Eden Bus, as advised, Holy Cross Church at 4.00pm 

Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday 
Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080 

Film Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512 

Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders:  
Hazel Somers: 401705 & Elaine Griffiths: 208269 

Get Crafty Group 
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Contributions for the OCTOBER issue  
to be received no later than 

Thursday 24th September 2020 
 

for publication on Sunday 4th October 2020 
   

Biddy Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 

 

Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

IN THIS ISSUE . . . . . . . 

5. See You Soon 
6. Rutter’s Gaelic Blessing 
7. Helps to Worship at Home 
12. From the Parish Registers 
13. Family News 
16. Face Covers 
17. The Winding Road to Ordination 
19. Ember Card 
21. I Love That Hymn 
22. Lockdown - Lethargy or Activity? 
23. Contributions Please! 
24. The Story of ‘Chick’ 
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SEE YOU SOON! 

Archdeacon Jonathan 

A nnwyl Ffrindiau / Dear 

Friends, 

 

   I heard recently that good friends 

never say goodbye, they simply 

say “See you soon”. 

 

   I think that nearly everyone will 

have heard by now that this month 

I step down as Vicar of Llwynderw 

to focus solely on my duties as 

Archdeacon.  The last 5 years have 

simply flown by and I’m grateful 

to so many of you for making those 

years a real pleasure to have served 

as your vicar.   

 

   Hywel has been a great help over 

the past 3 years in taking on 

pastoral duties and being 

responsible for the occasional 

offices of baptisms, weddings and 

funerals as well as officiating at 

services.  During this time both he 

and Sian have endeared 

themselves to us in many special 

ways and so it’s testimony to 

Hywel’s ministry at Llwynderw 

that he now takes over the reins. 

 

   In many ways this really is a “See 

you soon” as I’ll continue to be 

based here, live in the vicarage, 

and be included on the Sunday 

service rota – even though it might 

be some time before our normal 

pattern of worship resumes. 

 

   As regards worship, we’ll be 

looking again this month at the 

possibility of re-opening Holy 

Cross and a lot of work has already 

been undertaken in completing the 

Risk Assessment as required by the 

Church in Wales before any church 

can re-open for communal 

worship.  Sadly, due to the 2m 

social distancing law, Clyne might 

be closed for some time but the 

building is being inspected weekly 

with any problems being 

addressed.  All Saints’ and St 

Peter’s have successfully re-opened 

in our Ministry Area and although 

the service is said with no hymn 

singing, many have welcomed the 

opportunity to return to church. 

 

   As Hywel begins a new chapter  
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in his ministry, so too does Biddy 

later this month. On 27 September, 

Biddy will be made a deacon at 

Brecon Cathedral but due to the 

ongoing Covid-19 restrictions, only 

a limited number of people will be 

able to attend. However, we assure 

Biddy of our support, prayers and 

best wishes as she prepares for this 

joyful occasion.   

 

   There are many highlights I 

could mention from the last 5 

years. From the privilege of being 

welcomed into the lives of so many 

of you, the answering of prayer 

when we were left without an 

organist and finding Dr Wyn Parry 

and latterly to welcoming back Les 

Ryan, to the completion of an 

extensive schedule of works at 

Clyne.  There have also been many 

social events and celebrations that 

will remain with me – including 

my own surprise 50th Birthday 

cake! 

 

   Good friends never say goodbye, 

they simply say “See you soon”. 

 

   Pob bendith / Every blessing 
 

  Jonathan 

RUTTER’S GAELIC BLESSING 
 

 

 Deep peace of the running wave to you. 

 Deep peace of the flowing air to you. 

 Deep peace of the quiet earth to you. 

 Deep peace of the shining stars to you. 

 Deep peace of the gentle night to you. 

 Moon and stars pour out their healing light on you. 

 Deep peace of Christ, of Christ the light of the world to you. 

 Deep peace of Christ to you. 
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+ In the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

The Introduction: 

I love you, O Lord my strength. 

The Lord is my rock, 

my fortress and my deliverer. 

My God is my rock 

in whom I take refuge. 

 

  The Hymn:                                          

  Thine for ever! God of love, 

  Hear us from thy throne above; 

  thine for ever may we be 

  here and in eternity. 

 

  Thine for ever! Lord of life, 

  shield us from our earthly strife; 

  thou the Life, the Truth, the Way, 

  guide us to the realms of day. 

 

Prayer of Confession: 

Keep me, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress.  

Forgive me for my lack of trust in you 

and my failure to use the time you have given me wisely. 

I come before you now in sorrow for my neglect of those who need  

love and care and ask you to support the anxious and fearful,  

and lift up those who are brought low;  

that I may rejoice in your presence and know that nothing can  

separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

HELPS TO WORSHIP AT HOME 

Canon Arthur 
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Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Psalm 121 

I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? 

My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. 

 

He will not let your foot be moved and he who watches over you  

will not fall asleep. 

Behold, he, who keeps watch over Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. 

 

The Lord himself watches over you; the Lord is your shade  

at your right hand, 

so that he sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 

 

The Lord shall preserve you from all evil, it is he who shall  

keep you safe. 

The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, from this 

time forth for evermore. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

The Collects and Gospel Readings: 

 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  (30th August) 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear 

than we to pray and to give more than either we desire or deserve: 

pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy, 

forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid 

and giving us those good things which we are not worthy to ask 

but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ your Son 

our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Gospel:  St Matthew 16: 21-28 
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THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY ( 6th September) 

 

Almighty God, you called your Church to bear witness that you were in 

Christ reconciling the world to yourself: help us to proclaim the good 

news of your love, that all who hear it may be drawn to you; through 

him who was lifted up on the cross, and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God now and for ever. Amen 

 

The Gospel:  St Matthew 18: 15-20 

 

 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (13th September) 

 

Almighty God, your only Son has opened for us a new and living way 

into your presence: give us pure hearts and steadfast wills to worship 

you in spirit and in truth, through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 

alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Gospel:  St Matthew 18: 21-35 

 

 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (20TH September) 

 

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church in 

the burning fire of your love: grant that your people may be fervent in 

the fellowship of the Gospel that, always abiding in you, they may be 

found steadfast in faith and active in service; through Jesus Christ your 

Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

The Gospel:  St Matthew 20: 1-16 
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  (27TH September) 

 

O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers of your people 

who call upon you; and grant that they may both perceive and know 

what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power 

faithfully to fulfil them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 

alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Gospel: St Matthew 21: 23-32 

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

  The Hymn (cont’d)                         

  Thine for ever! O how blest 

  They who find in thee their rest! 

  Saviour, Guardian, heavenly Friend, 

  O defend us to the end. 

  

  Thine for ever! thou our guide, 

  All our wants by thee supplied, 

  All our sins by thee forgiven, 

  Led by thee from earth to heaven. 

 

The Prayers                  

Into our world of darkness, 

Into our places of strife, 

Into our troubles and weakness, 

Come, Lord. 

 

Into our joys and celebrations, 

Into our homes and to our loved ones, 

Into our work and our achievements, 

Come, Lord. 
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To those who are in need, 

To those who are in sickness, 

To those who are in despair, 

Come, Lord. 

 

To the Church and our Ministers, 

To those to be ordained, 

and among them Biddy. 

To our parish and those who lead, 

Come, Lord. 

 

To the departed and those who mourn, 

To the grief stricken 

and those whose faith is being tested, 

Come, Lord, the resurrection and the life, 

the Way and the Truth. 
 

Now remember those people and situations for which you particularly want to 

pray today... 

 

We pause and join in this act of spiritual communion: 

 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

for all the benefits you have given me, 

for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally 

I ask you to enter spiritually into my heart. 

O most merciful Redeemer, 

Friend and Brother, 

May I know you more clearly, 

love you more dearly and 

follow you more nearly, 

day by day. Amen. 
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Loving God, 

Help us 

to focus on what we have 

not on what is removed or changed. 

Strengthen us 

when we feel discouraged or overwhelmed. 

Embrace us 

so that we may know your loving presence 

within us and among us. 

Walk with us 

as we bring your love and caring, 

your light into the world. 

 

May God bless us and keep us and all who we love today and always. 

Amen. 

Suggested Readings for weekdays 

Mondays: Psalm 55: 1-8, 16-18 Thursdays: Romans 8: 31-32, 35-37 

Tuesdays: St Matthew 8: 23-27 Fridays: St Matthew 11: 25-28 

Wednesdays: Psalm 42 Saturdays: Psalm 27: 1, 3-5 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
 

   At Rest 
    
   Roy Simons (Aged 80) 
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FAMILY NEWS 

L ockdown has been a difficult 

time for many readers, and none 

more so than for those who have 

lost loved ones. I am grateful to 

Chris & Anne Barrow, Peter 

Padley and Bob Wigley for taking 

the time to send me the warm 

tributes that follow. 

 

   Chris & Anne Barrow write: 

Professor David George Boyce, 

known to all as George, husband 

of Kathleen, father of Maria and 

Niall, grandfather to Pip, Sophie 

and Charlie 

 

   Readers will be much saddened 

to learn of the death of George 

Boyce. 

 

   Born in 1942, George was 

educated at Lurgan College 

in Armagh and at Queen’s 

University, Belfast where he met 

Kathleen to whom he was married 

for 51 years. After graduating he 

worked in the Department of 

Manuscripts at the Bodleian 

Library, Oxford University until 

1971. From 1971 he was a Lecturer  

 

in the Department of Politics and 

International Relations 

at University College Swansea/

Swansea University. In 1989 he 

was honoured by appointment to 

a personal Chair of Political 

Theory & Government in Swansea 

and was Head of Department until 

he retired in 2004.  He was a 

Fellow of the Royal Historical 

Society, a bibliophile, lover of 

Shakespeare (and knew all the 

plays in detail), theatre and a keen 

follower of cricket. Until the last 

few months George remained 

active in political studies, lectures 

and examining. 

 

   George was an excellent and 

caring teacher, a very able Head of 

Department and an active 

researcher who published many 

books, all perceptive, relevant to 

current governance, readable and 

highly valued. He was also active 

in day-to-day tasks like examining 

and student admissions. The titles 

of a few of his books in the 

following sample show why they 

are in wide use:  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_Armagh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bodleian_Library
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bodleian_Library
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Oxford


14  

 Nationalism in Ireland (1981) 

 Englishmen and Irish 

Troubles: British Public 

Opinion and the Making of 

Irish Policy, 1918-22 (1981) 

 The Falklands War (1982)

(2005)  

 The Irish Question (1988) 

 Decolonisation and the 

British Empire, 1775–1997 

(1999) 

 Ireland 1828 - 1923: From 

Ascendancy to Democracy  

(1999) 

 

 

   George often supported Holy 

Cross and Clyne Chapel social 

gatherings and many will 

remember him as approachable, 

softly spoken with a keen sense of 

humour. I last met him just before 

lockdown and he left me greatly 

cheered. Amongst things we 

swapped were recollections of 

external examining in the UK and 

Ireland, university admissions and 

research student supervision tales. 

We also shared an interest in the 

Falklands War (and the 

controversial civil servant Clive 

Ponting who was for a few years a 

lecturer in his Department) and 

drank coffee musing over some 

amazing recent politics!  

   The most enduring memory of 

George to us all will be not just be 

his formidable intellect but his 

sense of honour, humanity, 

compassion and integrity. 

 

   George will be greatly missed by 

many on two islands and further 

afield.  

 

   We send our loving sympathy to 

Kathleen, Maria, Niall and all the 

family. 

 

   Peter Padley writes: 

Nesta Cicely Lord Phillips 

It was such a short time ago (May 

2020) when our Parish Magazine 

was regaled with an almost myriad 

of the warmest personal 

recollections celebrating Nesta’s 

100th birthday on May 6th. She 

was living in Bryhyfryd House in 

West Cross Lane at the time, where 

she had been residing for the last 

three years or so since leaving her 

beloved 182 Mayals Road in which 

she well remembered her 

childhood.  Very sadly, her long 

life drew to a close, peacefully, 

only shortly after her centenary, on 

Thursday, August 13th 2020. 

 

   She grew up imbibing the 

atmosphere of the then Clyne  
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Estate, where her father was 

employed. She was one of many 

regular attendees of Clyne Chapel 

in those days (long before the post 

WWII West Cross estate, and Holy 

Cross Church which followed it, 

were even dreamed of), and was 

baptised and confirmed there. She 

remembered well the ancient 

version of Mayals Road, so narrow 

that the trees touched overhead, 

with only the tiniest handful of 

houses anywhere near it. 

 

   Nesta was a rare woman of her 

time in that she went to University, 

to study Classics at Newnham 

College Cambridge.  Women were 

barely recognised in those days; 

their Colleges (Newnham and 

Girton) - being late arrivals on the 

scene - were ‘socially distanced’ 

from the men’s, and their 

successful protėgės not classed as 

graduates before 1948.  (Only in 

1998 was Nesta, retrospectively 

and apologetically, awarded her 

graduation certificate!)  Nesta used 

her Classics’ knowledge to teach 

and examine in a range of 

occupations mainly in London. 

Many stories about her have been 

documented elsewhere, so recently 

in the May magazine as referred to 

above.  

   Nesta was (believed to be) the 

oldest and longest living member 

on the parish electoral roll at the 

time of her demise. Long may her 

values be appreciated and live a 

very long time in all our minds. 

 

   Bob Wigley writes: 

Reverend Dr John Thomas. 

Clyne members in particular will 

remember John, who with his wife 

Ruth were regular worshippers at 

the 11.00am service, since their 

move to Roman Court in 2015. 

John, who was 92,  retired in 1987 

as Principal of Worthing College of 

Technology – he was a Chemist, a 

Fellow of the Royal Society of 

Chemists and indeed, only very 

recently, he received a certificate 

marking his 60 years as a member, 

and a letter thanking him for his 

support over the years. Notably, 

John always sought to apply the 

principles of his Christian Faith to 

his work as an educator and a 

scientist. 

 

   On his retirement in 1987, he 

moved to the Cotswolds – already 

a Reader in the Church of England, 

he was ordained in 1990 at 

Gloucester Cathedral. Very active 

in local ministry in the Parish of 

South Cerney, he was  
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responsible for some of the 

smaller churches in the group, he 

enjoyed leading House Study 

groups, and was a hospital visitor. 

 

   He and Ruth married in 1997 – 

both had been widowed – and 

they retired to Mumbles in 2000, 

and became active members of St 

Peters, Newton, where John was 

part of the preaching team, and 

continued to lead House groups. 

He had many interests and 

hobbies, including Book-binding, 

Carpentry, Archaeology, and the 

history of Tramways,  and he also 

had an extensive model railway. 

 

   In 2015, their health issues 

precipitated a move to Roman 

Court, which was when they 

became worshippers at Clyne 

Chapel, where Ruth felt that they 

had been most warmly welcomed 

and were very happy there. 

Indeed, their only regret was that 

their ongoing heath issues had 

precluded their taking a more 

active part in church life. In their 

early days there, John had 

preached occasionally, and more 

recently had hosted a Lent study 

group at their home. 

 

   John will be remembered as a 

real gentleman – always quietly 

courteous, and with a ready smile 

for everyone – these traits had 

stayed with him since his College 

days, and he will be missed by 

many. 

 

   We extend our warm sympathy 

to Ruth and his wider family. 

FACE COVERS    
 
   Pam Buller’s face covers are still available for a donation to Faith in 
Families - suggested £2 - which can either be placed in your Faith in 
Families box or set aside until we meet again. Pam estimates that the 
covers have raised close to £250 to date.  
 
   Congratulations Pam!!  
  
   If you would like a mask, please contact Pam on 01792 511791. 
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THE WINDING ROAD TO ORDINATION 

Biddy Wigley 

M y upcoming ordination has 

come as something of a surprise to 

me. I laughed out loud when 

several people at different times 

last year asked me if I had 

considered ordination. I found it 

particularly amusing because of 

my age. However, as the question 

was asked several times I felt I had 

to explore what it might mean. 

 

   Over the ensuing nine months I 

had a number of conversations and 

meetings and wrestled long and 

hard with God on solo walks on 

Gower. Eventually I was 

persuaded to complete a number 

of forms and to lay bare my faith 

and life, warts and all, for the 

Discernment Panel to consider. 

 

   To my astonishment I was called 

for discernment, usually a three 

day process at Llangasty Retreat 

House. However, due to the 

Coronavirus that was not possible 

so I found myself having four 

interviews on Zoom - a strange 

experience for everyone - by the  

 

four panel members. Then came 

the news that they thought me a 

suitable candidate for ordination, 

followed by Bishop John’s letter of 

confirmation and congratulation.  

 

   So much to take in! Clergy 

clothing to order, all the legal stuff 

to complete - birth, baptism and 

confirmation certificates to 

produce. The baptism search has 

been a long and winding road as I 

lived in Sussex, London and North 

Wales in my first four years. 

However, despite finding a 

christening mug inscribed with the 

date which placed me firmly in 

Sussex at the time, no record has 

been found! So I have to be 

baptised and confirmed by the 

Bishop before I can be ordained! 

 

   The arrangements for the 

ordination service are very fluid to 

say the least! Many people have 

been asking me, but all I can offer 

is the current provisional 

arrangements. It seems that there is 

unlikely to be a congregation of  
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any size due to Covid restrictions. 

Hopefully one or two of my family 

members will be able to be there. 

The Dean is looking into the 

possibility of live streaming or 

recording the service so that 

anyone who is interested can 

watch from home. I will share the 

link once I have it - hopefully 

Jonathan can include it in his 

weekly mailings. 

 

   My interest in God was reignited 

by a chance comment back in 1986. 

Eight years later, having explored 

and learned with a group of 

Christian women, I came to faith. 

One of the verses that jumped out 

at me was 2 Chronicles 7:14 - ‘If my 

people, who are called by my name, 

will humble themselves and pray and 

seek my face and turn from their 

wicked ways, then I will hear from 

heaven and will forgive their sin…’ It 

really spoke to me because I had 

been baptised and confirmed but 

in my early teens had turned away. 

Now, here was God saying he 

would forgive me - it was a mind-

blowing moment! 

 

   Later, I discovered a man called 

Jabez, again in Chronicles. He 

prayed ’Oh that you would bless me 

and enlarge my territory! Let your 

hand be with me and keep me from 

harm…’ 1 Chronicles 4:10. I prayed 

this prayer regularly for some long 

time. It is said that we should be 

careful what we pray for!  

    

   Ordination was never a part of 

my life’s plan. I feel ill-equipped 

for my future ministry and not a 

little anxious. But I am reminded of 

a poem called Five Loaves and 

Two Fishes written by Philip 

Clarke Brewer: 

 

God uses what you have to fill a need 

you never could have filled. 

God uses where you are to take you 

where you never could have gone. 

God uses what you can do to 

accomplish what you never could have 

done. 

God uses who you are to let you 

become who you never could have 

been. 

 

   As I prepare for ordination on 

27th September, I would ask you 

please to hold me in your prayers. 

The ‘Ember card’ opposite is 

designed to be used as a reminder 

to pray for me, my family and all 

who are accompanying me on this 

journey. 

 

Thank you and God bless, Biddy 
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Please pray for all to be ordained 

this Michaelmas, among them 

Biddy Wigley 

who will be ordained Deacon by 

John, Bishop of Swansea & Brecon 

in Brecon Cathedral 

on Sunday 27th September 
 

Please also pray for Bob giving thanks for his  

sacrifice and encouragement; for Rhiannon,  

Huw & Rhys for their support 
 

Please remember Archdeacon Jonathan,  

Reverend Hywel and Canon Arthur  

as they journey alongside Biddy 

 

Please pray for the Parish of Llwynderw 

where Biddy will serve  
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My Favourite Hymn: 
 
I spent my teenage years in the 
parish where Frances Ridley 
Havergal had lived when her 
father was the vicar.  Frances 
often visited Swansea and died 
here in 1879.  
 
I took a keen interest in her as I 
journeyed towards faith in 
Jesus and love this hymn which 
says everything about 
developing a personal 
relationship with our Lord.  
  

Biddy 
 
 
 
Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 
Take my moments and my      
days, 
Let them flow in endless 
praise. 

Take my hands and let them 
move 
At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

Take my voice and let me sing, 
Always, only for my King. 
Take my lips and let them be 
Filled with messages from 
Thee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take my silver and my gold, 
Not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my intellect and use 
Every pow’r as Thou shalt 
choose. 

Take my will and make it 
Thine, 
It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 
Take myself and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 
 
Frances Ridley Havergal 
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I LOVE THAT HYMN 

Les Ryan 

The ten most popular hymns in the 2019 BBC Songs of Praise survey. 

 

2. How Great Thou Art 

T his is a relatively new hymn 

in the English-speaking world. It’s 

based on a traditional Swedish 

melody with words written in 1886 

by Carl Boberg (1859-1940).  

Boberg was a Swedish evangelist, 

journalist and politician. His text 

was translated into German and 

Russian and then into English by 

the British missionary and 

evangelist Stuart K Hine who 

added two of his own verses. The 

hymn became famous during the 

Billy Graham crusades last century 

and by the 1990s was being 

included in our hymnals. 

 

   What inspired Boberg to pen this 

hymn? He and some friends were 

returning home to Monsteras on 

the south-east coast of Sweden 

after a church service. A dark 

thundercloud appeared in the 

distance and lightning flashed 

across the sky. The thunderclaps 

were extremely loud (verse 1 -  ‘I  

 

hear the mighty thunder’). Winds 

and rain swept over the woods and 

grasslands, but within minutes the 

storm abated and a rainbow 

appeared. Boberg now heard the 

song of a thrush and the church 

bells calling people to evensong. 

(verse 2 - ‘and hear the birds sing 

sweetly in the trees’). 

 

   Boberg’s brother claimed that the 

hymn was a paraphrase of psalm 8 

- "O Lord, our God, how excellent 

is thy name in all the earth!"  But 

Boberg himself said that ‘It was the 

time of year when everything 

seemed to be in its richest colours, 

birds singing and warm weather. I 

witnessed a thunderstorm and 

hurried for shelter. When I arrived 

at home I looked out of my 

window and saw a funeral 

procession. The church bells were 

ringing and that evening I wrote 

my hymn. 
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LOCKDOWN - LETHARGY OR ACTIVITY! 

Bob Wigley 

W hen we returned from 

Bermuda towards the end of 

March, we knew that, having been 

on an aircraft and come through 

Gatwick, we would be going into 

self-imposed quarantine for a 

couple of weeks. However, within 

two or three days, we were into 

general lockdown, along with 

everyone else! At that stage, the 

prospect of having a few months 

to myself was exciting – I could 

attack all those jobs and tasks that I 

had been putting off for months, or 

even years – ‘weeding’  my filing, 

sorting and cataloguing all my 

books, records and CDs. To 

Biddy’s annoyance and sometimes 

despair, I have never got rid of a 

book, record or CD in over 60 

years, and if that wasn’t bad 

enough, I am also a collector of 

items of interest and value (to me 

only!), but which Biddy describes 

as hoarding rubbish!! 

 

   So, time to plan, activities and 

visits to cancel, and jobs to 

prioritise! 

 

 

   Of course, there were priorities – 

Parish Annual Accounts to 

prepare, supporting our Area 

Dean Peter Brooks in trying to get 

Deanery Agreement to the 

apportionment of the 2020 

Ministry Share to Ministry Areas, 

and numerous Diocesan and other 

Zoom meetings to take part in. I 

was even able to hold the Bristol 

Channel Yacht Club Annual 

General Meeting via Zoom!  

 

   But, here we are some 5 months 

later, and I have to confess that I 

have not made much of a dent in 

my other self imposed tasks. Biddy 

has of course also been busy with 

her studies, preparations for her 

Zoom Discernment Board, and 

forthcoming ordination, the Parish 

Magazine and she has even 

managed to relax through her love 

of gardening, but then, Biddy is 

much better organised than me! 

 

But here’s the point of my 

ramblings. For some of  us,  

lockdown has not been a problem 

at all. Yes of  course, we have  
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missed being in Church, meeting 

with friends and family and the 

various activities in which we are 

involved. But we are fortunate – 

there are two of us, we have 

enough room not to get on top of 

one another, things to do, a garden 

to relax in, and Clyne Gardens and 

the beach to enjoy and in which 

take exercise. It is easy to become 

complacent, when your only 

‘problem’ has been trying to get a 

supermarket delivery slot!   

 

   Lockdown has been much more 

difficult for many: for the lonely, 

those who are caring for others, 

single mothers living in a sixth 

floor  flat with 3 children and no 

garden for example. For them, 

lockdown has been a real problem, 

and if I have learned anything 

from these ‘unprecedented times’ 

– there’s a phrase we have got very 

used to! – it is that another phrase 

that we so often say as part of our 

pre-meal grace ‘for those less 

fortunate than ourselves’ has a 

very real meaning. 

 

   So, please don’t ask me – yet! – if 

I have made good use of 

‘lockdown’ time! 

 

   Thanks for your patience in 

reading this and the good news is 

that I shall return to money next 

time! 

 

   Best wishes, stay safe and 

positive, and trust in the Lord to 

see us through these 

‘unprecedented times’! 

 

Bob 

CONTRIBUTIONS PLEASE! 
 
As you will no doubt have noticed over the last few months, 
contributions to the magazine can be a little thin on the ground 
because none of our normal activities are taking place. 
 
This then is a plea for contributions - anything that might serve to 
inform, amuse, challenge; any family news that can be placed in the 
public domain or any more ‘Lockdown’ stories. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you! 
 

With thanks, Biddy 
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THE STORY OF ‘CHICK’ 

Biddy Wigley 

E arlier this year, our youngest 

granddaughter found an 

abandoned day-old chick. 

Unwilling to leave him to his 

certain fate she brought him home 

and cared for him. With a little 

help from her parents she made a 

safe nest for him away from the 

cats. She gave him a hot water 

bottle every night to keep him 

warm. She found out how to feed 

him. 

 

   Over the next couple of days 

they became inseparable. If she 

was doing her schoolwork ‘Chick’ 

sat on her iPad; if she was in the 

garden ‘Chick’ followed her.  He 

loved to hide on her shoulder 

under a curtain of hair, peeping 

out at the world from his safe 

roosting spot. 

 

   Sadly, but inevitably, ‘Chick’ 

died. Sasha was bereft, tearful and 

upset, blaming herself. We told her 

that she had rescued ‘Chick’ from 

being eaten by a predator or run 

over by a motorbike. We praised 

her for making ‘Chick’s’ very short  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

life happy and secure. ‘Chick’ sits  

on the front cover of this edition 

and it is obvious how happy he is.  

 

   Nature can seem very cruel - I 

remember when I was a child we 

had a cat called ‘Banana’ who gave 

birth to a litter of three in my 

mother’s linen cupboard. I was 

thrilled to see these tiny creatures. 

Next morning they were all dead. 

It seems that ‘Banana’ had 

suffocated them. Examining the 

bodies, we noticed that all was not 

well with them - ‘Banana’ had 

dealt with the problem in her own 

way. Perhaps ‘Chick’s’ mum knew 



25  

that all was not well with him.  

 

   Life can be so harsh. The 

situations we learn about are so 

awful, cruel, inhumane even. 

Today I’ve been thinking about the 

latest Russian, apparently 

poisoned, lying in a Berlin hospital 

in a coma; the young Somalian boy 

drowned in the Channel as he tried 

to find a better life for himself; the 

shocking explosion in Beirut; the 

refugee camps in Turkey, Lebanon 

and Bangladesh…. and, of course 

the situations here in the UK as a 

result of Covid. 

 

   The problems the human race 

faces can be overwhelming, and 

make us feel helpless. But, as 

someone said, we need to look not 

at ’the mountain’ of difficulty 

looming ahead of us, but at Jesus. 

We give thanks for the many Aid 

Agencies working to bring relief 

and comfort to those in awful 

situations and pray for all those 

who have discerned a call into 

humanitarian work, medicine etc.  

 

   Our role is to ‘bloom where we 

are planted’ and to recognize what 

God is calling us to be or do. For 

Sasha, at age 9, the calling she 

discerned recently was to love 

‘Chick’ and make his short life a 

little less bewildering and more 

comfortable than it might 

otherwise have been. Her 

unfeigned, sacrificial love for 

’Chick’ translates into what we are 

all called to do. 

 

  Micah sums it up when he says: 

‘And what does the Lord require 

of you? To act justly and to love 

mercy and to walk humbly with 

your God’ (Micah 6:8). 

 

   One act of kindness is like 

dropping a pebble into a pond. The 

ripples flow outwards until the 

whole pond has been affected. So 

rather than feeling overwhelmed 

and despondent about man’s 

inhumanity to man, just keep 

dropping pebbles into the pond.    

 

   Every pebble we drop in the 

water makes a difference. Just 

remember Sasha and ‘Chick’ and 

how her simple act of kindness 

gave him a safe home, kept his 

tummy full, gave him love and 

security and probably impacted all 

those who knew about how she 

cared for that helpless creature.  

 

With every blessing, Biddy 
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• All aspects of Home and Grounds Maintenance 

• Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 

• Painting and Decorating Service 

• All projects Fully Managed 

• Free Estimates and all Work Fully Insured 

 

 Mike Timbrell 07813 055357   

 down2earthltd@icloud.com 

DOWN 2 EARTH 

PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LTD 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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West Cross 
Dental Practice 

 

 
 
 

54c Mulberry Avenue 
West Cross 
Swansea 
SA3 5HA 
Telephone:  404405  

Andrew Llewellyn BDC 
NHS, Private & Denplan 

MUSIC TUITION 
 

Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute 
& Theory of Music 

 
 

Nick Kiley 
BA (Hons) PGDip (RNCM) PGCE 
 
 
 

Telephone:  
07929 009772 

 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

Need help to get to medical appointments? 
CALL GOWER VOLUNTARY TRANSPORT  

01792 851942 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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A surprisingly wide range of 

goods and services 

We don’t just deliver 

newspapers! 

 

Joff, Wendy & the staff 

look forward to serving you! 

Telephone:401689  

H 
HERITAGE 

CARPET & FLOORING LTD 
 

Specialists in carpet, wood, 
laminate & vinyl 

 

422 Gower Road, Killay,  
Swansea, SA2 7AJ 

 
Tel/Fax: 01792 202 021 

To advertise in Llwynderw, please contact 
the editor - details on page 4. 

 
 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Looking for a friendly, reliable 
cleaning  
service? 

 
 

Call us now on: 
01792 448721 

 
 

www.glowhomeservices.co.uk 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Rebekah Robertson 
has bought John O’Malley’s  
former practice. 
 

Her surgery is at: 
360 Mumbles Road, Norton. 
 

Tel: 01792 732177 

Printed at Brynymor Digital Ltd, 14 Brynymor Road, Swansea  

GLYNDERI COTTAGE                                                                                                           
 

01874 636878 
                                                                  

SENNYBRIDGE                                                             

BRECON                                                              

POWYS  

LD3 8TS 

             

Walk - Explore - Relax  
 

www.glyndericottage.co.uk 

HEADS TOGETHER 
 

Unisex Hair & Fashion Care 
Perming/Tinting/Colouring 

And Creative Designs 
 

NEW! 
O.P.I Gel Nails 

 
134 West Cross Lane, 
West Cross, Swansea 
(01792) 401471 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

DON PIPER 
 

Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 
 

Established 1962 
 

 

Customer Care  
our speciality 

 

14 Queen’s Road 
Mumbles 
Tel: 366576 

http://www.glyndericottage.co.uk
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Clyne Chapel 
Blackpill 

Christ in Majesty  
at Holy Cross Church 
Fairwood Road 


