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THE PARISH OF LLWYNDERW 
Holy Cross Church & Clyne Chapel, Swansea,  

in the Mumbles Ministry Area 

CLERGY 
The Reverend Hywel D Griffiths 

(Assistant Priest) 
23, Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, Swansea, SA3 5DE 

Telephone: 01792 403957              Email: rev.hywel@outlook.com 

The Venerable Jonathan B Davies B.Th 
(Archdeacon of Gower) 

The Vicarage, Fairwood Road, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5JP 
Telephone & Fax: 01792 512747                 Email: ven.jbd@sky.com 

 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH 

Sunday 8.00am 
9.30am 
11.00am 

 Holy Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
 

Clyne Chapel 
Holy Cross 
Clyne Chapel 

Wednesday 10.30am  Holy Eucharist Clyne Chapel 

 

Thursday 10.00am  Holy Eucharist St Faith’s Chapel 

 

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,  
of the names of those who are sick. 

 

The Chapel of St Faith is open throughout the day  
for personal and private prayer. 

 

Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with  
 The Reverend Hywel Griffiths 

 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion  
of the sick or infirm at any time.  

 

The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing. 

WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS 

Fridays  9.30am - 12noon   Community Art Class  

Sundays  2.00pm - 4.30pm Ariosa Singers & Mumbles Voices  
Rehearse with Les & Penny Ryan 
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READERS 

Dr Felicity Padley 32 Fernhill Close,  Blackpill                                                                                                
E: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 

Mrs Biddy Wigley 5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea 
E: bobandbiddywigley@gmail.com 

Tel: 405404 

LAY WORSHIP TEAM 
Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Felicity Padley, Esther Searle, Biddy Wigley 

PAROCHIAL OFFICERS 

Parish Wardens 
Vicar’s Warden 

 
 

People’s Warden 

 
Mrs Lesley Morris  
65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty 
 
Miss Geraldine Twinney 
23 Muirfield Drive, Mayals 

 
Tel: 514769 

 
 

Tel: 420243 

PCC Secretary 
  
 
PCC Treasurer 

Dr Felicity Padley 
32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill 
 
Mr Bob Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals 

Tel: 402437 
 
 

Tel: 405404 

Parish Organist Mr Leslie Ryan, BA (hons mus), 
LCCMD, AWCCM, CertEd (Wales) 
43 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill 

Tel: 406062 

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL 
 

can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions 
 

Contact:  The Reverend Hywel Griffiths  
Telephone: 403957 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church at 3.15pm 
Eden Bus, as advised, Holy Cross Church at 4.00pm 

Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday 
Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080 

Film Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512 

Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders:  
Hazel Somers: 401705 & Elaine Griffiths: 208269 

Get Crafty Group 
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Contributions for the JULY issue  
to be received no later than 

Thursday 18th June 2020 
 

for publication on Sunday 28th June 2020 
   

Biddy Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 

 

Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 
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10. Reflecting on Corona Lockdown/From the 

Parish Registers 
11. Helps to Worship for Pentecost  
14. Helps to Worship for Trinity 
18. Returning the Applause: The Other Heroes 
19. Face Covers 
20. Yet in Christ we Have Hope 
22. Virtual Coffee Morning 
23. I Love That Hymn 
24. Money, Money, Money! 
26. What Is Anglicanism? 
33. Weeds and Viruses 
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CANON ARTHUR WRITES…. 

I f you were to travel 

through Waunarlwydd on a 

sunny Friday afternoon last 

month you might have 

wondered what was 

happening.  

 

   At noon you would hear the  

church bell at St Barnabas 

being tolled. How many times? 

100. And gathered at the 

bottom of the hill leading up to 

the church you would see a 

fleet of gaily decorated cars. 

You may then have decided to 

join the cavalcade as it made its 

way down Swansea Road. You  

would be amazed to find the 

route lined by crowds of 

people (all observing social 

distancing) and at the gate of 

one house the problem would be 

solved.  

 

   There, on the doorstep, was a  

priest and his wife. The priest - 

CANON DOUGLAS DAVIES 

celebrating his 100th birthday, his 

wife, Pat (nee Puddicombe), a 

former worshipper at Clyne  

 

Chapel where she married  

Douglas, serving his second 

curacy,  in 1957 when I arrived as 

his colleague at the Parish Church.  

   For 10 years we were next door 

neighbours when I was at St Paul’s, 

Landore and he was at St Alban’s,  
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Treboeth. He was, and always has 

been, a wonderful friend and 

counsellor. After his retirement he 

served as the first chaplain at the 

newly opened Ty Olwen Hospice 

until he reached 80. 

   Douglas is following in the 

footsteps of Captain Tom Moore by 

celebrating each year of his life 

with a lap around his house and 

encouraging others to join in 

walking laps towards a target of 

£2,000 for USPG. The target has 

already been exceeded! 

Throughout his long ministry 

Douglas has made a name for 

himself because of the 

extraordinary rapport he has with 

people of all ages, and because of 

his great love for them and  his 

concern that each person should 

come to know and serve Jesus.  

   He is admired as a man of prayer. 

Listening to his Retreat Addresses 

or sharing in a Quiet Day, which 

he leads, one is left in no doubt that 

he is steeped in an authentic 

spirituality. That’s why when I 

spoke to him last week about the 

effects of the coronavirus and our 

isolation, he was quick to tell me  

that we need to take advantage of 

the time and space we have, 

together with the silence, to foster 

our relationship with God. I’m sure 

that he’s right!  

 

   We are not really isolated, neither 

are we alone, for God is with us 

and He invites us, as always, to 

come to him, to make our home in 

him as he makes his home in us. 

So, find a silent place and enjoy a 

silent moment. Enter into it. Give 

yourself to the silence, body and 

soul. Be there, in joy, before God. 

Even a moment is enough. This is 

prayer. Speak to God and share 

your troubles, worries and 

anxieties with him as you would to 

a close friend. 

 

   Finally, Margaret would like to 

thank you all for your prayers, 

cards and kind messages. She 

considers herself very fortunate to 

be part of this wonderful 

community of love and fellowship 

which so many are appreciating 

during these anxious times. 
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D ear Friends, 

 

   I trust that you are all well and 

that despite the lockdown, life is 

not proving to challenging at this 

present time. I would like to take 

this opportunity to share with you 

one or two things. 

 

   Firstly, as we look toward life 

after lockdown, it would be wrong 

of us not to think about Church 

after lockdown. 

 

   I think, when we do return, we 

will be needing to ask ourselves 

some major questions about our 

church life and our faith 

itself.  Whilst many may think we 

want to get back to ‘normal’ then 

we will be needing to ask 

ourselves what sort of normal do 

we want to get back to? 

 

   You may be familiar with the 

story of St Columba who founded 

a monastic settlement on the 

Island of Iona and, using it as a  

base, set out on the mission to 

bring the light of Christ to the to  

 

the land we now know as 

Scotland. To do so he had to leave 

everything that was familiar 

behind and literally make a fresh 

start. Well, I would suggest to you 

that our situation in this present 

time is somewhat similar to 

Columba’s. 

 

   We have come from a place of 

familiarity to a place of 

unfamiliarity: call it exile or 

pilgrimage, we are still in a place 

where a few weeks ago, at the start 

of March, we did not think or ever 

imagine we would be. We have 

had to adjust to a new routine, a 

new way of life, a new way of 

doing things.  

 

   We have had to become familiar 

with a different way of being 

church and worshipping in new 

and inventive ways. Columba had 

no church building to begin with 

and, no doubt, he and his 

followers simply had to be and do 

church wherever it was convenient 

and possible.  They had one 

constant however, and that was  

BACK TO ‘NORMAL’  

Reverend Canon Peter Brooks, Area Dean 
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the Holy Scriptures and their life of 

prayer that connected them to 

God, even though they were in a 

different place and situation. 

 

   They learned to live a different 

way. As all of us have had to 

adjust to lockdown, so the brothers 

and Columba learned a different 

rhythm of life in this new place, 

established their ‘home’ building a 

place to worship, sowing crops, 

foraging for food and tending 

gardens that would provide them 

with sustenance. They had the 

familiarity of the scriptures and in 

the daily call to prayer that has no 

doubt sustained you and me in 

these different times. 

 

   They learned a new dependence 

on God to provide. As you and I 

have got used to a different way of 

shopping and living and providing 

for ourselves and others, so did the 

monks of Iona. Daily they gave 

thanks for all they had and no 

doubt, like us, prayed that others 

might share in God’s bounty and 

not go hungry, hence our work to 

help the foodbanks in this time of 

greater need. 

 

   They learned to look beyond the 

present situation and to envision 

what the future held for them. On 

31st May we will celebrate 

Pentecost Sunday, the traditional 

birthday of the church, and the 

beginning of the sending out of the 

Disciples and Apostles of Jesus 

into the known world and beyond. 

In a similar way Columba and his 

monks were called to do the same: 

to make Iona their base and then to 

venture out into Mainland 

Scotland and spread the word of 

God in a way that was within their 

culture and accessible to the people 

of the places they would visit. In 

that sense we too are now called to 

begin to envision just what church 

may look like after the lockdown 

has ended and we are allowed to 

return to our places of worship.  

 

   We will need to ask ourselves 

some hard questions, I believe, 

when the time comes. Whilst there 

will be a comfort and familiarity in 

our four square walls, we must 

also recognise the fact that all we 

have been doing in lockdown has 

connected with many more people 

than the church usually comes into 

contact with. 

 

   We have become more 

dependent on one another, we 

have worshipped in different  
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ways, we have been called to look 

outward into the heart of 

community and not within the 

invisible walls we sometimes erect 

in fear and we have been called to 

be true disciples of Jesus and ‘go 

out.’ All these things we should 

now be committing to prayer, for I 

can guarantee that before Columba 

and his followers did anything 

they would first pray long and 

hard and seek an answer or a sign 

from God. 

 

   Today on Iona modern 

day Pilgrims travel to St 

Columba’s bay and here they are 

asked to do two things. 

 

   One. Pick up a stone and hold it 

in your hand and imagine that 

within this stone are contained all 

the things in life past and present 

you would wish to be rid of and 

throw it into the sea. 

 

   Two. Pick up a stone and put it 

in your pocket and take it home 

with you as a sign and a reminder 

of a recommitment to God and all 

you will take with you from your 

Island pilgrimage. 

 

   I believe that you and I can do 

the same. We can in faith choose to 

think about and then leave behind, 

after this time, all the things that 

are unhelpful and hinder us in our 

church life and in our faith, and 

then we can begin to explore 

together as we leave this place of 

lockdown pilgrimage, what our 

faith and our church may look like 

in the future. 

 

   To help us in engaging with this 

idea the Rev Canon Ian Rees 

Rector of St Mary’s Swansea has 

just published a new book dealing 

with the many issues that face the 

church in this present age. It is 

recommended and endorsed by 

our Archbishop John and part of 

his forward I reproduce below. 

 

   ‘In a number of places the urgency of 

the situation to which Ian Rees points 

has been and is being recognised, as is 

the excitement and new life which 

embracing change can bring. I 

commend his efforts and thank him for 

reminding us again that what does not 

change is in danger of dying.’ 

 

   I believe that you and I can do 

the same. We can, in faith, choose 

to think about and then leave 

behind all the things that are 

unhelpful and hinder us in our 

church life and in our faith, and  
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then we can begin to explore 

together, as we leave this place of 

lockdown pilgrimage, what our 

faith and our church may look like 

in the future.  

 

   I can seriously recommend this 

book entitled ’Church Confident or 

Closing’ as a good way for all of us 

to begin considering the future life 

of our church, and how we will 

build on our tradition of the past, 

yes, but also the way we have had 

to adapt ourselves in the present 

time to a new and possibly 

different and challenging future. 

 

   Finally, can I again thank you for 

all your efforts as the people of 

God’s Kingdom during this time. 

Please pray for me as I pray for 

you. 

 

   Blessings, Peter. 

 
   The book is available on Amazon in both 

paperback and Kindle format. 

 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
 

 At Rest 
  

 Sandra Handford (Aged 82 years) 
 Michael Graham Davey (Aged 67 years) 

 At Rest 

REFLECTING ON CORONA LOCKDOWN 
 

   I would invite anyone who feels inclined, to jot down their thoughts/
reflections/insights/reactions on the current situation - a sentence, a 
paragraph or a page (maximum) - for inclusion in the next edition of 
Llwynderw. Your thoughts may well offer a fresh perspective on the situation 
or help someone to feel they are not alone in their struggle with lockdown.  
 
   Give it a go - everyone’s thoughts are valid! 
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HELPS TO WORSHIP AT HOME  

PENTECOST 31st MAY 

 

Before you begin you may like to light a candle to remember that Christ is our 

Light, then pause for a moment, sit quietly and recall that you are in God’s 

presence and that you have come to worship Him. 

 

+  In the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

THE GREETING:  

 

The Spirit of the Father, who raised Jesus from the dead, gives life to 

the people of God! Alleluia! 

    

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the  light of your 

presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with love for you, now and for 

ever.  Amen. 

    

Come down, O Love divine, seek thou this soul of mine, and visit it with thine 

own ardour glowing; O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear, and 

kindle it, thy holy name bestowing. 

 

CONFESSION:  

 

We ask for your forgiveness, Lord when we forget the power that lies 

within, and trust instead upon our human strength. Remind us of that 

glorious day when your Spirit transformed the lives of those who hid in 

fear into people of power.  Renew these hearts which have grown cold 

with flames of fire as on that Pentecost that this might be the Church you 

desire. 

 

Lord, have mercy.    Christ, have mercy.     Lord, have mercy. 
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Our Father........ 

 

Almighty God, who at this time taught the hearts of your faithful people 

by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit: grant us by the same 

Spirit to have a right judgement in all things and evermore to rejoice in 

his holy comfort through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour, who is 

alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever.  Amen.    

 

THE WORD:         
 

Psalm 34 

Behold now, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, you that stand 

in the house of the Lord.  Lift up your hands in the holy place and bless 

the Lord, the Lord who made heaven and earth bless you out of Zion. 
 

Acts 2: 1- 11 
 

St John 20: 19-2 
 

Pause for a while and imagine the scene. Join with the disciples in that room as 

they receive the Holy Spirit. Remember that although you are not able to receive 

Holy Communion today the Lord comes to you as you come to Him. Welcome 

Him into your heart. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, come and fill my heart with your presence. Enter 

into the depths of my life. Come into the dark and hidden places. Walk 

in the storehouse of my memories. Plumb the very depth of my being. 

Be present with me through the hours of this day and bring us safely to 

your glorious light. 

 

In your own words, as if speaking to a close friend, pray for the World, the 

Church on this its birthday, for Christians scattered far and near, for your family 

and friends, for those who need healing of body, mind or spirit and especially for 

those who are being treated for coronavirus and those who are called to care for 

them..... 
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Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of 

uncertainty and distress.  Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

and lift up those who have been brought low; that we may rejoice in 

your comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, Empower us. Show us the Way.  Move us forward in 

our sense of call as followers of the One who stood with the poor, the 

outcast and the broken hearted.  Give us peace in this time of waiting 

and prepare us for what will be.  In the Name of the One, Jesus Christ, 

we pray.  Amen. 

 

And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long,  

Shall far outpass the power of human telling; 

For none can guess its grace, till he becomes the place 

Wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling. 

 

May the grace of the Holy Spirit enlighten our hearts and minds.  May 

the Spirit, who set the Church on fire on the Day of Pentecost, bring the 

world alive with the love of the risen Christ and the blessing of God, the 

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among us and remain with us 

always. Amen. 
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 HELPS TO WORSHIP AT HOME 

TRINITY SUNDAY & THE FOLLOWING WEEKS 

+ In the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

Today we gather in our different homes sharing in the same circumstances and 

though physically separated from one another: ONE family, children of God.  

Imagine the people who normally sit around you in church.  We join with them 

in praise as one Body in Christ wherever we are: 

 

   Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 

   Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee; 

   Holy, Holy, Holy! Merciful and Mighty! 

   God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

CONFESSION:  

 

We ask your forgiveness, Lord when we forget your Presence with us, 

when our faith is tested to the limit and we stumble, when our feet stray 

from the path and we wander, when our neighbour is in need and we 

pass by, when the voices of this world drown your whisper, when our 

response to your generous love for us is puny and weak, Lord, forgive. 

 

May Almighty God have mercy upon us; pardon and deliver us from all 

our sins, confirm and strengthen us in all goodness; and bring us to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

Our Father....... 
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Holy God, faithful and unchanging: enlarge our minds with the 

knowledge of your truth, and draw us more deeply into the mystery of 

your love, that we may truly worship you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

THE WORD: 

 

Psalm 95 

  

Come, let us sing to the Lord; 

Let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving 

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, and a great king above all gods. 

In his hands are the depths of the earth,  

and the heights of the hills are his also 

The sea is his, for he made it,  

and his hands have moulded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down and bend the knee,  

And kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

For he is our God, and we are the people of his 

pasture and the sheep of his hand. 

O that today you would hearken to his voice! 

 

 

St Matthew 17:1-13 
 

 

Pause for a while and picture the scene.  In the silence and stillness of this 

mountain top – my place of prayer today may I be present with you, my Lord 

and my God! May I listen to you.  I lift my heart to you and pray that 

I may not only see your glory but may glorify you this day..... 
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COMMITMENT: 

     

   Father, you give us life, 

   Jesus, you give us love, 

   Spirit, you give us wisdom, 

   Holy Three, you give us yourself. 

   Help us, O Holy One, 

   To give our lives 

   To give our love 

   To give our minds 

   To give ourselves  

   To you. 

 

Now bring to the Lord all those for whom you want to pray. Come in faith 

knowing that God will answer your prayer. Be natural and approach the God of 

Love with confidence and hope. 

 

Lift me, Lord, from the darkness that is within to the light of your 

presence. 

Lift me, Lord from despair and depression to hope and love. 

Lift me, Lord, from the hidden places within to the peace of your 

presence. 

Lift me, Lord, from the fears of today to the hopes of tomorrow. 

Reach down to me and lift me from the darkness of my perplexity to the 

light of your glory. 

 

Blessed and holy Three, 

Glorious Trinity, 

Wisdom, Love, Might, 

Boundless as ocean’s tide 

Rolling in fullest pride, 

Through the world far and wide 

Let there be light. 
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Teach us, O God, to view our life here on earth as a pilgrim’s path to 

heaven, and give us grace to tread it courageously in the company of all 

your faithful people. At this time we give thanks for the Church in Wales 

as we celebrate its centenary. We pray that as we continue our journey in 

the way of holiness we may be faithful witnesses to the Lord and serve 

all who need our help along the way, for the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

 

May the love of the Lord Jesus draw us to himself; 

the power of the Lord Jesus strengthen us in his service;             

    the joy of the Lord Jesus fill our hearts                                                     

    and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit, be upon us and remain with us 

always.  Amen. 

 

(You are invited to use this Order of Service over the weeks that follow.  Here is 

a list of some appropriate readings which you may like to choose and substitute 

for the Gospel Reading: Psalm 5: v3, Psalm 16: vv7-11, Psalm 13, Psalm 23, 

Psalm 90 vv12-17, Psalm 91, Psalm 91, Psalm 139: vv1-17, Psalm 143: vv1-11, 

St Matthew 11: 25-30, St Matthew 6:25-34, Romans 15;v13, Philippians 4:4-9, 

Isaiah 43: 1-4.  Additionally our hymns provide a rich source for prayer and 

worship.  Common Praise, which we use may be purchased from Amazon or 

Church House Bookshop, Westminster) 

 

<><><><><><><> 

 

My thanks again to Canon Arthur for giving us this opportunity to worship at 

home during these challenging times. 

 

Following the Bishops’ Guidance, our church buildings remain closed until 

further notice.  However, the Chapel of St Faith at Holy Cross is open daily 

between 10am and 5pm as a local drop off point for donations towards the 

Foodbank.  

  

Keep safe everyone., 

Jonathan, Vicar 
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RETURNING THE APPLAUSE:  

THE OTHER HEROES 

Felicity Padley 

 

T he article Returning the 

Applause in May’s Parish 

Magazine has emphasised for me, 

a group of essential workers who 

have not been named since the 

start of the Covid-19 pandemic, 

but whose contribution is crucial. 

 

   These people, who particularly 

deserve our thanks, praise and 

prayers are those in the gas and 

electricity industries.  Without 

them continuing to ensure 

adequate supplies of gas and 

electricity 24/7, we could not cook  

our food, heat or light our houses; 

and all other systems – hospitals, 

care homes, pharmaceutical firms, 

food shops, and continuing 

businesses, including everything 

that is computer-based, would 

grind to an immediate halt. 

 

   Even more fundamental, are 

those who work in the water 

industry, to provide us with clean 

water all the time.  All life depends  

on an adequate supply of water.   

 

Just as your lights come on, or 

your gas cooker bursts into activity  

at the flick of a switch, so too clean 

water comes running out when 

you turn on the tap for a shower, 

to wash-up, or clean your teeth.  

Without water nobody would 

survive.   

 

   But, there are also people who 

cope with our waste water.  When 

it rains, dirty water rushes down 

the drains in the road; when you 

shower, wash your hands or flush 

the loo, all the dirty water gurgles 

away and you never hear or see it 

again.  It is all though returned, via 

the sewage works, in our case, in 

Swansea, to the sea, cleaned up 

and free of bacteria, viruses and 

toxic chemicals.   

 

   The people who work in the 

sewage works have to cope with 

all our dirty water all day, and 

every day, even though it is loaded 

with variable but complex 

chemicals, and all the bacteria and  
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viruses that we and our pets and 

agricultural animals shed 

throughout the day.  Those people 

work in an atmosphere containing 

flu and cold viruses, E.coli and 

many other infectious bacteria and 

fungi all the time, but now they 

have Covid-19 too. 

 

   So next time you clap on a 

Thursday evening, or light your 

candle, with other Christians 

around the world on a Sunday 

evening, please give thanks and 

pray for the hidden essential 

workers in our gas and electricity 

industries; and the water industry, 

thinking particularly of those who 

risk their lives every day to clean 

up our water in the sewage works.   

   To quote the final comment in 

Returning the Applause, These are 

heroes, too, and they need our prayers. 

 

FACE COVERS    
 
   Pam Buller tells me that she has been hard at work sewing cotton face 
covers - not medical quality, but made to an official pattern with three layers 
of material. She has used a range of fabrics with assorted patterns. 
 
   These face covers are available to purchase from Pam who will post them 
out to you.  All she asks is that you put £2 per mask into your Faith in Families 
box. If you have no box, then just set the money aside with your weekly 
envelope and hand it to Pam when we are able to gather again.  
 
   Please contact Pam on 01792 511791. 
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YET IN CHRIST WE HAVE HOPE 

Fiona Lloyd 

Fiona Lloyd is a CAP Debt Adviser.  

In her spare time she is Vice-Chair of the Association of Christian Writers. 

Her poem has been reproduced here with her permission. 

 

Loneliness thrives in lockdown. 

She twitches aside faded curtains, peers at the empty street, 

Missing the shrieks of boisterous children 

And the cheerful wave of a neighbour returning from work. 

Yet in Christ we have hope, and hope means belonging. 

A friendly voice on the phone, followed by a text:  

just checking you’re okay? 

Reminds her that even in enforced isolation, she is not alone. 

 

Self-esteem shrivels in lockdown. 

The meagre supplies in the kitchen cupboard 

Conspire with the sheaf of unpaid bills stuffed under a cushion 

To make him question the point of his existence. 

Yet in Christ we have hope, and hope means restoration. 

He remembers that first tear-filled phone call; 

how he was offered reassurance, not judgement, 

And told of his infinite worth in God’s sight. 

 

Time stretches out in lockdown. 

As their kids squabble endlessly, trapped in one place, 

They wonder quite how they will manage 

Now the zero-hours contract means no hours at all. 

Yet in Christ we have hope, and hope means action. 

A local church worker arranges a food shop  

and points them to those who can help with their debts, 

Bringing peace in the midst of the turmoil. 
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The world shrinks inwards in lockdown; 

The daily rituals we took for granted now discarded 

And replaced - at best - by new ones, 

Or else self-pity and loss of motivation. 

Yet in Christ we have hope, and hope means opportunity. 

To find new ways to serve our neighbours:  

checking on the elderly, shopping for the vulnerable 

And sharing a virtual cuppa with the self-isolating. 

 

Our plans disintegrate in lockdown 

As parties are cancelled, weddings postponed, 

And even the agonies of grief 

Must be observed at an appropriate social distance. 

Yet in Christ we have hope. 

And hope means that you and I have a part to play. 

We are his hands, his feet, his voice to those in need. 

His light will shine through us in lockdown 

And COVID shall not overcome it. 

 

   CAP, Christians Against Poverty 

is the organization that our 

Ministry Area Council has 

committed to work with. However, 

that decision was taken not long 

before the lockdown, so the search 

for and training of volunteers is on 

hold for the moment. Once we are 

able to get back to the ‘new 

normal’ that our Area Dean talks 

about (page 7) there will be 

opportunities for people across the 

Ministry Area to volunteer.  

 

   CAP is warmly endorsed by 

Archbishop Justin Welby whose 

words are quoted on the web site: 

‘CAP is serious, highly 

professional, deeply committed 

and, above all, will treat you as a 

human being of infinite value.’ 

 

   While we await our release from 

lockdown perhaps readers would 

learn more about the charity and 

prayerfully consider if God might 

be calling them into this work that 

releases people from the lockdown 

of poverty. Find them on:  

https://capuk.org 

 

Biddy 
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VIRTUAL COFFEE MORNING 

O n Tuesday 19th May, around 

twenty people ‘gathered’ for a catch

-up over coffee. Of course, due to 

current restrictions, we were in our 

own homes, joining via Zoom. If 

you had asked me just a couple of 

months ago if this would work, I 

don’t think I would have been very 

optimistic. I for one, knew nothing 

of this technology, but now we are 

having college lectures, social 

activities, meetings, quizzes and 

family parties, all through our 

computers, tablets and phones.  

 

   Well, needs must, and I have 

missed seeing everyone, so I 

thought we could give it a go! The 

Zoom session lasts for 40 minutes, 

although we went on chatting for 

almost an hour and the technology 

didn’t cut out. The only downside 

of a virtual coffee morning is that 

you have to make your own tea 

and coffee, but you do have first 

pick of the biscuits/cake!  

 

   I will be hosting a Coffee 

Morning at 11am every Tuesday 

and it would be lovely to see more  

 

people.  

 

   You will need a Zoom code which 

I can send you, my contact details 

are below.  There is some diocesan 

training this week, so I am hoping 

that I will pick up a few tips. 

 

   I would also welcome any 

suggestions for other things we 

might be able to do. St. Paul 

describes the church as a body - it is 

good to be able to stay connected. 

 

God bless,  

Sarah Harris, Ordinand.                                             

Tel: 07811120187                                

E: sarahjemjam@gmail.com    

about:blank
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I LOVE THAT HYMN 

Les Ryan 

T his Victorian hymn has 

retained its popularity through the 

years. Its author was Rev’d Henry 

Francis Lyte (1793-1847), a 

Scotsman, educated at Trinity 

College Dublin. He eventually 

settled in a seaside fishing village, 

Lower Brixham, Devon where he 

worked as a perpetual curate. The 

hymn verses were probably 

composed in 1820 when he was 27. 

The inspiration for the text came to 

him after visiting a dear friend 

dying of consumption. His friend 

repeated the words to Lyte,  ‘Abide 

with me’. When Lyte himself was 

close to death in 1847 he gave the 

hymn words to a relative who 

subsequently secured its 

publication. 

 

   The hymn is based on Luke 24:29 

where the disciples are journeying 

on the road to Emmaus and they 

implore Jesus ‘Abide with us, for it is 

toward evening and the day is far 

spent.’ The text of the hymn came  

 

to the attention of the literary 

editors and compilers of Hymns 

Ancient and Modern (first 

published in 1862) and its music 

editor William Henry Monk (1823-

89) was commissioned to write a 

suitable hymn tune. He named it 

‘Eventide’ and it’s been associated 

with the words ever since.   

We know that the hymn and its 

melody was a great comfort to 

Nurse Edith Cavell imprisoned 

and condemned to death in 1915 

by the Germans for helping 

wounded soldiers to escape. On 

the night before she was shot she 

sat in her cell singing it with a 

British chaplain.  

 

   Today it is a firm favourite at the 

November services of 

Remembrance. It was poignantly 

played by a Salvation Army band 

on 11 September 2001 at Ground 

Zero following the terrorist attack 

on the World Trade Centre, New 

York.  

The ten most popular hymns in the 2019 BBC Songs of Praise survey. 
 

5. Abide With Me 
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MONEY, MONEY, MONEY! 

No, it’s not Abba, it’s me, Bob Wigley! 

I  know that many of you would 

probably rather listen to Abba than to 

me – no offence – I would agree with 

you! However, since my note in the 

April Magazine, I have received a 

number of enquiries from Members, 

and I am grateful to you all for your 

responses. 

 

   Unfortunately, as I write, we remain 

in ‘lockdown’, and although there has 

been some relaxation of the rules, 

social distancing is still the new 

‘normal’ and our Churches are 

unlikely to be open again in the near 

future. So, perhaps I can answer some 

of your general enquiries, and provide 

some suggestions to cover the weeks 

until we are all back in Church. 

 

   Can I start by mentioning what we 

can’t do! 

 

• Some of you have asked 

whether Weekly Envelopes can 

be collected, but I regret that 

this is just not possible at the 

moment. 
 

• Some of you have asked if 

cheques can be posted or 

delivered to me. Normally this 

would be fine, but as I don’t  

 

 know when I shall be able to go  

 to the Banks in Swansea, there is 

 a real possibility that the 

 cheques will ‘out of date’ before 

 they can be processed. 

 

   More importantly, and in response to 

your questions, what can we do! 

 

• In truth, the ‘Gold Standard’ is 

for Giving to be made by 

Banker’s Order, if possible. The 

benefits of this are that cash 

does not have to be handled and 

processed, and payments 

continue even if the donor is 

away, unwell or absent from 

church for any other reason. 

Record keeping for Gift Aid 

purposes, for those that are able 

to Gift Aid,  is also much 

simpler. 

 

 It is very simple to start, I can 

 produce the necessary 

 documentation, and handle the 

 process for you. You remain in 

 control at all times, and can 

 cancel or amend the payments 

 at any time by simply advising 

 your Bank.  

 

• For those who are not able, or 
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 would prefer not to use a 

 Banker’s  Order, then the ‘Silver 

 Standard’ is to join the Weekly 

 Envelope scheme – again this is 

 available whether or not you are 

 able to Gift Aid your Giving. As 

 you will probably know, each 

 year, in January (or on joining 

 the scheme) Members receive a 

 bespoke Box of dated envelopes, 

 for use on a weekly basis. Cash 

 or cheques can be enclosed, and 

 it would of course be our hope 

 that Members would fill their 

 envelopes each week, even if 

 they are not actually in Church 

 on a particular Sunday. 

 

 So, whilst we remain in 

 ‘lockdown’ envelopes can be 

 filled as usual, and put in the 

 ‘plate’ when we are able to 

 return to Church. Alternatively, 

 if you wish, it is perfectly 

 acceptable to issue one cheque 

 for the period in question, and 

 use the envelope for the Sunday 

 we return to Church – however, 

 please don’t  date the cheque 

 until the day concerned. 

 

• Some Members have asked if 

they can make ‘one off’ 

payments via internet banking,  

direct to their Church’s Bank 

Account, either during the 

present difficulties or for that 

matter, at any other time. Yes, of 

course this is possible, and I can 

easily provide the appropriate 

Bank details on request. 

 

If anyone has any queries at all, or 

would like to join one of the schemes 

mentioned above, please do not 

hesitate to get in touch with me, either 

by telephone or by email – my contact 

details are in the front of this magazine 

– and I will be very happy to help in 

any way I can. 

 

Our Parish Share and other costs have 

to be met whether or not we are in 

Church on a  particular Sunday, -   

please forgive me for mentioning  this 

yet again, but in ‘mobile ‘phone’ 

parlance, on behalf of our Parish, 

could I ask you please to consider 

being ‘on a contract’ rather than ‘pay 

as you go’! 

 

In my previous note, I quoted from 

Paul’s second letter to the Church in 

Corinth. This time, let me end with 

some words of Moses, from his 

‘Principles for Godly Living’, in his 

second address to the Israelites, after 

they had entered the promised land. 

“Every man shall give as he is able, 

according to the blessing of the Lord your 

God which He has given you” 

 

Best wishes – stay safe and well, and 

trust in the Lord, to deliver us safely 

out of our wilderness. 

 

Bob 
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WHAT IS ANGLICANISM? 

Kathleen Boyce 

Establishing Anglicanism 6: Wales & the Wider World 

O n 19th May, 1863 Lewis Llewelyn 

Dilwyn, Member of Parliament for 

Swansea, and an Anglican but from a 

Quaker family, asked for a select 

committee to determine how the 

revenues and assets of the (Anglican) 

Church of Ireland could be distributed 

to help all Queen Victoria’s subjects in 

Ireland. This plea was a response to 

the land agitation in Ireland, whose 

population was probably around 80% 

Catholic, but it had the effect of 

appealing to the sentiments of Welsh 

non-conformists who saw the 

Anglican Church in Wales as a bastion 

of privilege. A Royal Commission on 

the Irish church resulted in proposals 

to disinvest that church and use some 

of its wealth to replace two 

‘appeasing’ government grants - the 

regium donum for the Presbyterians 

and the Maynooth  (seminary) grant to 

the Roman Catholics. The Irish 

Church Bill received the royal assent 

on 26th July, 1869 and so, on 1st January 

1871, the Church of Ireland was 

disendowed but by no means left in 

poverty. Many saw this as an assault 

on the political union of 1800 of 

Britain and Ireland. The great hymn 

writer Cecil Frances Alexander wife of  

 

the then Bishop of Derry wrote a 

hymn for the time which included the 

lines: 

‘Look down, Lord of Heaven, on our 

desolation 

Fallen, fallen, fallen is now our 

Country’s crown 

Dimly dawns the new year on a 

churchless nation....’ 

 

   The Bishop of Derry himself 

responded to Dr Thirlwall, Bishop of 

St. David’s and a rare episcopal 

supporter of Irish Disestablishment 

with the words, ‘You have brought the 

disestablishment of the Church in 

Wales within measurable distance.’ 

And so it proved to be, but not for 

another half century. As an eminent 

historian of Ireland wrote, this was the 

year when ‘Catholic (and 

Presbyterian) Ireland, like non-

conformist Wales, decided that its 

future lay with Gladstonian 

Liberalism with its peculiar brand of 

Celtic empathy and  reforming policy 

that kept Gladstone the darling of the 

Celtic fringe.’ 

   And yet disestablishment saved the 

Church of Ireland with Irish Anglicans  
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rallying to their church as never 

before. Freedom from privilege meant 

that the church now enjoyed freedom 

from hostility. A Representative Body, 

which still continues, was set up with 

lay members now part of a general 

synod and a new Book of Common 

Prayer in 1878. Indeed, the Church of 

Ireland continues to flourish as an all 

Ireland body defying the constraints 

of both partition and Brexit. 

   Meanwhile in Wales Anglicanism 

faced a growing challenge from 

various groups of dissenters and non-

conformists. There were several 

reasons for this. Industrial growth and 

resulting demographic shift  (e.g. to 

the burgeoning Merthyr Tydfil) 

rendered the parish system less than 

fit for purpose. Lay impropriation of 

tithes meant that money in the hands 

of largely Anglican landlords was not 

used for the benefit of people or 

church. In the first half of the 

nineteenth century chapels 

proliferated (providing the source of 

the only Welsh joke I know and will 

vouchsafe to you on request). On 

census Sunday in 1851, of those who 

attended a place of worship, 87% went 

to chapel and only 9% to Anglican 

churches.  

   The Welsh language became more 

closely identified with the chapel, and 

Baptists, Methodists and 

Congregationalists moved closer 

together after the notorious episode of 

the Treachery of the Blue Books (Brad 

y Llyfrau Gleision). The Blue Books 

were reports of parliamentary 

commissioners (of which the 

Victorians were much enamoured) 

and this particular report on education 

in Wales was compiled mainly by 

Anglicans and based on interviews 

overwhelmingly with Anglicans. The 

report, though by no means 

unbalanced, caused outrage as it could 

be interpreted as linking non-

conformity with ignorance and even 

immorality. The commissioners had 

failed to grasp the challenge of 

teaching monoglot Welsh children 

entirely through the medium of 

English.  Many Anglicans as well as 

non-conformists were outraged by this 

insensitivity but it was the non-

conformists who became united in 

their perception of Anglicanism as 

alien, privileged and unsympathetic to 

Welsh language and culture.  

   And so the image of Wales became 

one of Liberalism and the chapel. The 

1881 Sunday Closing Act appeared to 

reflect this as did the fact that the 

Liberal party took up the cause of 

disestablishment of the Anglican 

Church in Wales in the 1890s. The 

extension of the franchise saw Welsh 

non-conformists active in political life 

at all levels from local government to 

Westminster, and this development is 

best encapsulated in the career of that 

most remarkable of Welshmen, David 

Lloyd George, the Welsh wizard, a   
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 man of very humble origins who could 

stand up to and outsmart  the 

privileged English political elite.  

   The fervent chapel image is often 

reinforced by the 16 religious Welsh 

revivals between 1785 and 1905. 

Indeed many patrons of our local 

Grand Theatre will have enjoyed Mal 

Pope’s musicals Amazing Grace and 

Calon Lȃn which celebrate the place of 

Evan Roberts from Loughor in the 

1904-05 revival. And yet it may well be 

the case that this revival concealed the 

relative decline of non-conformity and 

the restored confidence of Anglicanism 

in Wales.  

   The then four dioceses had been 

considerably enhanced by new church 

building and restoration especially in 

Swansea, Cardiff and Newport and a 

growth in the number of priests from 

700 in 1850 to 1543 by 1910. Moreover, 

the nature of the priesthood had 

changed as a result of the education 

and training impetus of St. David’s 

College, established in 1827 and 

conveniently situated in Lampeter, 

well away from the fleshpots of 

Swansea and Cardiff. These young 

men had received a professional, 

spiritual and theological preparation 

unlike the older priesthood, many of 

whom, but certainly not all, were the 

younger sons of gentry conveniently 

eased into a living by their families 

whether or not they had a calling. 

Greater migration from England to 

Wales from the later nineteenth 

century also increased the numbers 

seeking the Anglican way of worship. 

   However, the agitation for 

disestablishment had gathered its own 

momentum following unsuccessful 

bills introduced in 1870 by Watkin 

Williams, an Anglican, and in 1894 by 

Herbert Asquith. In 1912 Swansea was 

selected for a demonstration in favour 

of disestablishment with a guest 

appearance by David Lloyd George, 

then Chancellor of the Exchequer, 

arriving by car from Pembrokeshire, as 

the main attraction.  Although the 

event did not begin to match the 

excitement of Gladstone’s legendary 

visit to Singleton Abbey in 1887 it was 

nonetheless impressive with excursion 

trains arriving from all over South 

Wales. Lloyd George addressed a 

crowd of 2000 at the Albert Hall 

during which meeting the hymn 

Marchog, Iesu, yn llwyddiannus was 

sung before the meeting ended with 

Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau. Lloyd George 

proceeded thence to Victoria Park 

where he spoke to surging crowds to 

pledge support for disestablishment. 

The day ended with a Welsh concert in 

the Albert Hall. Thus the Welsh 

language, Liberalism, non-conformity 

and disestablishment were a package.  

   Disestablishment did become law in 

the Welsh Church Act in 1914 

although by then enthusiasm for it had 

to some extent waned. The  
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Liberals, who had dominated Welsh 

politics since the 1880s, were 

beginning to be aware of an emerging 

challenge from the Labour movement, 

especially in the South Wales coalfield, 

while all religious denominations 

were challenged by secularism. In the 

event the implementation of the Welsh 

Church Act was delayed by the 

outbreak of the First World War but 

finally, in 1920, the Church in Wales as 

we know it emerged with the 

implementation of the Act. The ‘new’ 

Church was secure with a one million 

pound Treasury grant and was able to 

benefit from sound financial 

management.  Two new dioceses were 

created: Monmouth and our own 

Swansea and Brecon reflecting 

population density.  

   As in the case of Ireland, 

disestablishment in the long term 

rendered Anglicanism secure. It was 

no longer a focus for opposition and 

accusations of being less than Welsh. 

The decline of Sabbatarianism and the 

steady growth of ecumenism proved 

more of a challenge to non-conformity 

than to Anglicanism. By 1982 

Christian denominations in Wales had 

largely overcome their entrenched 

differences and in that year all their 

leaders accepted an invitation to meet 

Pope John Paul II on his visit to 

Cardiff. Yet this journey of the Church 

in Wales towards its present 

presentation as an ecumenical and 

socially responsible body was not 

straightforward. 

   The paths of the Church of England 

and Church in Wales within the wider 

Anglican communion were not 

entirely parallel in the 20th century. 

However, one common theme in the 

inter war years was a greater 

embedding of a High Church, or 

Anglo-Catholic, tradition making it a 

central force in the Church of England. 

In the English cities the living out of 

the social gospel was very much an 

Anglo-Catholic enterprise. Cosmo 

Gordon Lang, Archbishop of York 

(1908-28) then Archbishop of 

Canterbury (1928-42), placed great 

emphasis on Eucharistic vestments, 

lighted altar candles, communion 

wafers, the eastward position and the 

*mixed chalice. In Wales Archbishop 

Charles Green, Glyn Simon (a future 

Archbishop)  and others helped move 

the Church in Wales in a ‘High’ 

direction yet failed to impress, or win 

any rapprochement from, the Welsh 

Roman Catholic church which enjoyed 

a period of expansion in South Wales.  

   In 1924 the Conference on Christian 

Politics, Economics and Citizenship 

(COPEC)  had raised the profile of the 

social gospel as a major concern for 

the Church of England and it has been 

so to a greater or lesser extent ever 

since. Even in the depression of the 

1930s the Governing Body of the  
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Church in Wales had remained 

socially upper or upper middle class 

and to some extent aristocratic in its 

composition with chauffeur-driven 

Rolls Royce limousines conveying 

members to the annual three day 

meeting in Llandrindod Wells. 

Gradually social change made its 

mark in both England and Wales. The 

stereotype of Anglicanism as ‘the Tory 

party at prayer’ has been largely 

demolished.  

   The introduction of the Welfare 

State, as a consequence of the Second 

World War, seemed for a time to 

address social concerns, but inequality 

and poverty did not go away. Hence 

the Church of England commissioned 

the controversial report Faith in the 

City (1985) which addressed spiritual 

poverty in the inner cities and 

presented a critique of Thatcherite 

policies. Indeed, it was claimed by an 

unnamed cabinet minister that the 

Anglican church was governed by ‘a 

load of communist clerics.’ The liberal 

image of Anglicanism was reinforced 

by further criticisms of Thatcherism, 

concerns over nuclear weapons, 

dissatisfaction with foreign policy, the 

struggle for social justice at home and 

abroad (going back to Bishop Trevor 

Huddleston as a leading opponent of 

apartheid) and in 2011 by the support 

of the then Canon Chancellor of St. 

Paul’s, Giles Fraser for the Occupy 

London demonstrations.  Again, while 

responses to these questions within 

Anglicanism were by no means 

homogenous, they were certainly a 

departure, particularly within the 

Church of England being the 

established church. 

   In England the twentieth century 

was an age of fluctuating ecumenism 

which began in the Student Christian 

Movement and first gained 

prominence in the Edinburgh 

Conference of 1910. Archbishop 

Ramsey’s 1966 meeting in Rome with 

Pope Paul VI did not bring any 

reunion largely because of Roman 

Catholic reservations, while Anglo-

Methodist reunion faltered largely 

because of Anglican doubts. In Wales 

Anglicans had evinced little interest in 

non-conformity and moved away 

from electing Welsh speaking bishops 

(a trend which has now been largely 

reversed). The Church in Wales has 

also developed a focus on the social 

gospel, most notably after the 

shocking heart-stopping disaster of 

Aberfan in 1966 which was met with a 

spontaneous ecumenical response 

when all the Christian leaders prayed 

together. Aberfan also raised 

uncomfortable questions about social 

justice and the nature and role of faith.  

Glyn Simon, then Bishop of Llandaff, 

who had himself lost a child in 

infancy, visited every bereaved home 

to meet the parents. He was also quick 

to place the blame on the National 

Coal Board and was threatened with a 

writ for defamation but was fully 
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 vindicated by the official enquiry. 

   By 1990 the former Council of 

Churches for Wales was replaced by a 

new ecumenical grouping in the shape 

of Cytûn, Churches together in Wales, 

which is sensibly based on 

collaboration rather than structural 

reunion. Cytûn includes Anglicans, 

non-conformists, the Society of 

Friends, the Roman Catholic Church 

and the Salvation Army and regularly 

has a presence, indeed an actual tent, 

at the annual Royal Welsh 

Agricultural Show. Its present chief 

executive is an ordained Anglican who 

also chairs a number of voluntary 

bodies including the Welsh Refugee 

Council and Displaced People in 

Action. This association of religious 

bodies with social responsibility is 

evidenced in our Diocesan Board for 

Social Responsibility which oversees 

Faith in Families projects which our 

parish supports as a necessary service 

to those in less advantaged 

circumstances in our own city which is 

one of the most economically ‘divided’ 

in the country. 

   Twentieth century Anglican 

religious thinking experienced 

challenges as in the furore over Bishop 

John Robinson’s publication Honest to 

God (allegedly written at speed while 

the Bishop was laid low with a bad 

back).  His book did not, as some 

supposed, attack the concept of God 

but rather the literal language used to 

describe God. Similarly David Jenkins, 

the Bishop of Durham, was later 

interpreted by a shocked (and often 

non-churchgoing  public) as being in 

denial but, according to his BBC 

obituary, he thought ‘the resurrection 

was not a single event, but a series of 

experiences that gradually convinced 

people that Jesus’s life, power, 

purpose and personality were actually 

continuing.’ Nonetheless, some were 

quick to blame Bishop Jenkins for the 

lightning strike of York Minster in July 

1984, three days after his consecration 

there by John Habgood, Archbishop of 

York. Perhaps these controversies 

betray a discomfort within 

Anglicanism about going beyond 

received accounts and exploring holy 

mysteries. 

   Anglicanism has also embraced 

changes in societal norms and justified 

these in church terms. For example, 

women in the Church of Ireland were 

admitted to the priesthood in 1990, in 

the Anglican Episcopal Church in 

Scotland in 1994, in the same year in 

the Church of England and in 1997 in 

Wales. There have been more recent 

challenges with gay marriage and 

transsexual clergy and today the most 

liberal of the Anglican provinces are 

those of Brazil, Canada, New Zealand, 

Scotland, South India and Wales. 

Often both the Anglo-Catholic and 

Evangelical wings of Anglicanism 

have overcome their other differences 

and been united in their opposition to   



32  

the liberal wing. Anglicans in Africa, 

and some in the United States of 

America, have also found these issues 

difficult. It would be facile to pretend 

that these differences can easily be 

resolved as both tradition and 

scripture are cited by opposing 

factions. Overall, we depend on the 

Gospel message which is shared being 

ultimately more significant than 

interpretations which divide us.  

 

   With the grand Lambeth Conference, 

which was instituted in 1867, meeting 

every ten years and representing 

around 85 million Anglicans of 38 

Provinces worldwide (a legacy of both 

Empire and mission) and the third 

largest Christian denomination, after 

the Roman Catholic and Orthodox 

communions, differences are 

inevitable. Unlike the Roman Catholic 

church with the Pope at the apex, the 

worldwide Anglican communion has 

no single head. The Queen is Supreme 

Governor of the Church of England 

only and the Archbishop of 

Canterbury simply primus inter pares. 

Even Anglican worship styles are as 

diverse as Anglican theology. In 

Wales, for example the Eucharist has 

been the normal Sunday morning 

form of service since the mid twentieth 

century while in Church of Ireland 

parishes it rotates with morning 

prayer on different Sundays.  

 

   In terms of belief about the Eucharist  

the words of John Donne (d.1631) still 

have resonance for many Anglicans: 

‘He was the word that spake it, He 

took the bread and brake it: And what 

the word did make it, I do believe and 

take it.’ 

 

   We may still wonder what exactly is 

Anglicanism but we know it when we 

see it. Anglicanism is Catholic but 

reformed, retaining the three orders of 

Bishops, priests and deacons and 

remaining a sacramental religion; it is 

scriptural and rooted in the first four 

ecumenical councils of the early 

church subscribing to the Apostles’ 

and Nicene creeds. Its evolution has 

been profoundly influenced not only 

by Roman Catholicism but also by non

-conformity and also by non-

sacramental groups like the ‘Quakers’ 

and Salvation Army in their concern 

for peace and the alleviation of 

poverty. Again we think of the words 

of John Donne, whose personal 

preference was to describe himself as 

simply ‘Christian’  and wrote, ‘No 

man is an island, entire of itself; every 

man is a piece of the Continent, a part 

of the main.’ 

 

   In recent years we have enjoyed The 

Vicar of Dibley and Rev just as we did 

All Gas and Gaiters. The comic aspect of 

Anglicanism seems to be the particular 

prerogative of the Church of England 

which, despite this levity, seems set to 

remain firmly established.  
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   In Wales disestablishment has given 

us a century of the Church in Wales 

which has, while disestablished in a 

legal sense, become firmly established 

in the fabric of national life. 

 

*Mixed chalice - the admixture of 

emblessed water and emblessed wine 

Kathleen adds: 

   I would stress that these articles 

represent a purely personal ‘amateur’ 

perspective. I have only skimmed the 

surface of a vast and complex subject and, 

yes, there are more questions than 

answers. The debate about the nature of 

Anglicanism and our priorities will 

continue and that is positive, for it is 

argument and discussion which evidence a 

dynamic living body.  

   I am sure that readers would like me 

to express our gratitude to Kathleen 

for her contribution to our 

understanding of Anglicanism 

produced over several months. Thank 

you, Kathleen for all your hard work 

in preparing this series. Biddy. 

WEEDS AND VIRUSES 

Biddy Wigley 

I  am sure that I’m not alone in 

spending more time than usual in 

the garden since lockdown. 

Following the ravages of a soggy 

winter and  being away for most of 

March, the garden was a sorry 

sight! I set about clearing the 

detritus and perennial weeds. The 

recycling truckers must have been 

fed up with my maximum output 

of ten bags a fortnight of non-

compostable garden waste!! 

 

   I was feeling rather pleased with 

my efforts, when my eye was  

 

drawn to the hedge in the lane that 

runs behind our property. The 

dreaded Japanese knotweed was 

waving gaily at me from its lofty 

height! In my busyness I had 

overlooked the most destructive of 

all garden pests. 

 

   Armed with heavy duty gloves, 

my biggest loppers and a lot of  

determination, I climbed over the 

wall and set to! In just a few short 

weeks, the knotweed had 

completely overwhelmed several 

areas of the hedgerow.  
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   I hacked and chopped and in a 

short time had a pile about five feet 

high! What to do with it? At the 

moment it’s in a huge hippo bag in  

a corner of the back garden! 

 

   I know how fascinated you are 

about the lane, but there is another 

reason for my ramble! I do most of 

my musing outside, and this battle 

with an enemy was long and hard. 

It is an enemy that I know will not 

go away any time soon. It is an 

enemy that will keep coming back 

to invade the lane. It is an enemy 

that can be defeated, but it will 

take time. 

 

   I mused about my ‘enemies’ - 

what are they? They are spiritual 

enemies; enemies that undermine 

us and destroy our peace. Our 

’knotweed’ is not just the virus, but 

all those insidious thoughts and 

feelings that pop into our minds in 

our lockdown situations: things 

such as anxiety, fear, loneliness 

and boredom.    

 

   When we are lonely and fearful 

the smallest things can seem 

overwhelming. When we have 

time on our hands our minds race 

and worries increase. A few days 

ago I watched a ‘This Is Church’ 

You Tube clip. In it Rowena 

Dalrymple, a student at St 

Padarn’s, reflects on how we talk 

to God. The scripture she uses is 

Psalm 44:23 from The Message 

translation which says: ‘Wake up 

God! Don’t you care what happens to 

us?....Here we are, flat on our faces in 

the dirt….get up and come to our 

rescue. If you love us so much, help 

us!’ 

 

   Are you shocked at this 

translation? Don’t be! While 

parents sleep with one ear open, 

always available when a child is 

upset, God never sleeps: He’s 

constantly aware of our needs. 

Because He loves us He wants to 

hear when we are hurting in some 

way.  

 

   Our prayers can be too polite and 

not express our true feelings. God 

wants us to be honest, to be real, 

just as the Psalmists were. When 

we read through the Psalms we 

often find that one that starts with 

a heartfelt rant will end on a note 

of calm or gratitude. He will clear 

the ‘knotweed’ but it may take 

time! 

 

With every blessing, Biddy 
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