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THE PARISH OF LLWYNDERW 
Holy Cross Church & Clyne Chapel, Swansea,  

in the Mumbles Ministry Area 

CLERGY 
The Reverend Hywel D Griffiths 

(Assistant Priest) 
23, Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, Swansea, SA3 5DE 

Telephone: 01792 403957              Email: rev.hywel@outlook.com 

The Venerable Jonathan B Davies B.Th 
(Archdeacon of Gower) 

The Vicarage, Fairwood Road, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5JP 
Telephone & Fax: 01792 512747                 Email: ven.jbd@sky.com 

 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH 

Sunday 8.00am 
9.30am 
11.00am 

 Holy Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
 

Clyne Chapel 
Holy Cross 
Clyne Chapel 

Wednesday 10.30am  Holy Eucharist Clyne Chapel 

 

Thursday 10.00am  Holy Eucharist St Faith’s Chapel 

 

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,  
of the names of those who are sick. 

 

The Chapel of St Faith is open throughout the day  
for personal and private prayer. 

 

Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with  
 The Reverend Hywel Griffiths 

 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion  
of the sick or infirm at any time.  

 

The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing. 

WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS 

Fridays  9.30am - 12noon   Community Art Class  

Sundays  2.00pm - 4.30pm Ariosa Singers & Mumbles Voices  
Rehearse with Les & Penny Ryan 
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READERS 

Dr Felicity Padley 32 Fernhill Close,  Blackpill                                                                                                
E: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 

Mrs Biddy Wigley 5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea 
E: bobandbiddywigley@gmail.com 

Tel: 405404 

LAY WORSHIP TEAM 
Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Felicity Padley, Esther Searle, Biddy Wigley 

PAROCHIAL OFFICERS 

Parish Wardens 
Vicar’s Warden 

 
 

People’s Warden 

 
Mrs Lesley Morris  
65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty 
 
Miss Geraldine Twinney 
23 Muirfield Drive, Mayals 

 
Tel: 514769 

 
 

Tel: 420243 

PCC Secretary 
  
 
PCC Treasurer 

Dr Felicity Padley 
32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill 
 
Mr Bob Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals 

Tel: 402437 
 
 

Tel: 405404 

Parish Organist Mr Leslie Ryan, BA (hons mus), 
LCCMD, AWCCM, CertEd (Wales) 
43 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill 

Tel: 406062 

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL 
 

can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions 
 

Contact:  The Reverend Hywel Griffiths  
Telephone: 403957 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church at 3.15pm 
Eden Bus, as advised, Holy Cross Church at 4.00pm 

Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday 
Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080 

Film Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512 

Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders:  
Hazel Somers: 401705 & Elaine Griffiths: 208269 

Get Crafty Group 
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Contributions for the SEPTEMBER issue  
to be received no later than 
Thursday 20th August 2020 

 

for publication on Sunday 30th August 2020 
   

Biddy Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 

 

Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

IN THIS ISSUE . . . . . . . 

5. The New Normal 
7. Helps to Worship at Home 
11. From the Parish Registers 
12. Family News 
13. Thank You Letter 
14. Canon Arthur Writes… 
15. Pandemic in Paraguay 
16. Change 
17. I Love That Hymn 
18. Another Lockdown Story 
20. Money & Meetings 
22. Gower Commons Action Group 
24. Attending to Neglected Corners 
25. Something to Ponder 
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THE NEW NORMAL 

Reverend Hywel 

O ur lives, and the world we 

live in have changed in many ways 

since the arrival of Covid-19, and 

what was a normal and everyday 

routine for us seems a life-time 

ago. The Church in Wales is no 

exception and is reflecting on the 

impact of the virus upon our 

church communities right across 

Wales. As we and the church move 

forward, slowly coming out of 

lockdown, looking ahead to the 

future and what we are told will be 

the new normal, we know the 

future in every diocese will need 

careful, sensitive, pastoral 

management. Because of this, it has 

been agreed with the Bishop’s 

Staff, that after five years as Vicar 

of Llwynderw, Jonathan is 

stepping down from September to 

concentrate solely on his duties as 

Archdeacon, in which we all wish 

him God’s blessing and every 

success. 

 

   So it is, that after discussions 

with me, and following the 

Bishop’s agreement, I am to be  

 

made Priest-in-Charge of 

Llwynderw. Jonathan will remain 

Associate Priest within the 

Mumbles Ministry Area and he 

will be helping out here on the 

parish service rota, so he will not 

be disappearing all together - in 

some ways, simply swapping roles 

with me. 

 

   Jonathan has reassured me that 

he will be around to help and 

support me, along with the other 

Mumbles Ministry Area clergy, 

and I know that I can count and 

rely on your continued help and 

support, for which I will be truly 

grateful, as we work together for 

the greater good of the parish and 

community, and God’s ministry. 

 

   If I am honest, I am sitting here 

writing this, grinning like a 

Cheshire cat, having been given 

this opportunity to be Priest-in-

Charge of this wonderful parish,  

where both Sian and I have settled 

and are so happy, and we thank 

God and you the parishioners for  
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that, and we look forward to this 

new and exciting chapter in our 

lives, as we move forward together 

and look to the reopening of our 

churches and being able to come 

together in fellowship with one 

another once more.  

 

   An interesting word fellowship, 

The Concise Oxford Dictionary 

defines the word principally as 

companionship, friendliness, 

participation and sharing, all 

things which I see, not just in our 

two churches and parish, but in all 

the churches and parishes, which 

have come to the fore during this 

time of Covid-19 and lockdown. 

We are all part of one loving 

fellowship, here to help and 

support one another in the name  

of Jesus our Lord and Saviour. 

 

   So where are we on the opening 

of our churches? Well, All Saints’ 

in Oystermouth is open for 

communal worship with a capacity 

for 40 people being able to attend, 

and Saint Peter’s in Newton is 

open for communal worship with a 

capacity for 25 people being able to 

attend. If you would like to attend 

either All Saints’ or Saint Peter’s 

you will need to book via Keith at 

All Saints’ or Chris at Saint Peter’s. 

   What about Llwynderw? We 

have consulted with the 

Churchwardens and the PCC as 

the guidelines ask, and the opinion 

is not to re-open our churches at 

this time. This has not been an easy 

decision, but following a feasibility 

study of both buildings, and in 

order to keep to the two metre 

social distance rule, we would be 

able to seat 9 in Clyne Chapel and 

18 in Holy Cross. The preparation 

for re-opening involves the 

completion of a detailed Risk 

Assessment which needs to be 

signed off. Obviously, if/when 

restrictions ease, we will review 

our decision but safety is 

paramount. 

 

   As Archbishop John says. “No 

church MUST open, all churches 

MAY open for congregational 

worship, but only if those who are 

responsible for them can be certain 

that they have the capacity and 

capability to follow the necessary 

rules and regulations.” He 

continues. “The archdeacons and I 

strongly suggest that decisions 

about which ones might open 

should be the subject of 

discussions at ministry area level. 

So, on a ministry area level; we  

have two of our five churches 
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open in the Mumbles Ministry 

Area, but we have hope in our 

risen Lord Jesus that, sooner 

rather than later, all our churches 

will be open and we can meet 

again in fellowship. 

 

   God bless, with much love, your 

friend in Christ, Hywel. 

 

+In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

O Come let us worship and fall down and kneel before the Lord, our 

Maker. 

 

In you we live and move. 

In you we have our being. 

We are in your love 

Enfolded in your peace 

Surrounded by your might. 

 

Open our eyes, Lord, 

Enlarge our vision. 

Open our hearts, Lord, 

Increase our faith. 

Open our minds, Lord, 

Deepen our knowing. 

 

We are in your love 

Enfolded in your peace 

Surrounded by your might. 

In you we live and move. 

In you we have our being. 

HELPS TO WORSHIP AT HOME 

Canon Arthur 
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Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 

 

We ask your forgiveness, Lord, when we forget your Presence with us, 

when our faith is tested to the limit and we stumble, when our feet stray 

from the path and we wander, when our neighbour is in need and we 

pass by, when the voices of this world drown your whisper, when our 

response to your generous love for us is puny and weak, Lord, forgive. 
 

 

May the Lord have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 

everlasting life.  Amen. 

 

 

The Collects and Gospel Reading for Sundays in August: 

 

 

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (2 August) 

Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we beseech you to direct, sanctify 

and govern both our hearts and bodies in the ways of your laws and the 

works of your commandments; that through your most mighty 

protection, both here and ever, we may be preserved in body and soul; 

through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Gospel:  St Matthew 14: 13-21 
 

 

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (9 August) 

Almighty God, who sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your 

Church: open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may bring 

forth the fruit of the Spirit in love and joy and peace; through Jesus Christ 

your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Gospel:  St Matthew 14: 22-33 
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TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (16 August) 

Let your merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of your humble 

servants; and that they may obtain their petitions make them to ask such 

things as shall please you; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 

is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Gospel:  St Matthew 15: 10-28 

 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (23 August) 

O God, you declare your almighty power most chiefly in showing mercy 

and pity: mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace, that we, 

running the way of your commandments, may receive your gracious 

promises, and be made partakers of your heavenly treasure; through 

Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Gospel:  St Matthew 16: 13-20 

 

 Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices, 

 Who wondrous things hath done, in whom his world rejoices; 

 Who from our mother’s arms hath blessed us on our way 

 with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 

 

 O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 

 with ever joyful hearts and blessèd peace to cheer us; 

 and keep us in his grace, and guide us when perplexed, 

 and free us from all ills in this world and the next. 

 

 All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given, 

 The Son, and him who reigns with them in highest heaven, 

 the One eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore; 

 for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 
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Holy and strong One.  

In our weakness we come to you; 

Strengthen us, good Lord. 

 

We bring a church where your people are scattered and isolated yet one 

in you. 

We ask you to guide John, our Archbishop and all who advise him with 

your Holy Spirit as we prepare for an uncertain future. We pray for 

Jonathan and Hywel, and for Biddy as she approaches her ordination. 

 

Strengthen us, good Lord. 

 

We bring a world strained and stressed, broken by war and crime, 

discouraged by evil, distressed by violence. 

We bring friends in loneliness and heartache, in weariness and want, in 

fear and anxiety. 

 

Strengthen us, good Lord. 

 

We bring the sick and the suffering, the pained and the despairing at 

home and in hospital, those who suffer in any way as a result of the virus 

and all who care for them. 

 

Strengthen us, good Lord. 

 

(Now add those for whom you would particularly like to pray for today) 

 

We pause and join in this act of spiritual communion: 

 

Jesus, Lord of Life, you meet me now, and although I am unable to 

receive the bread and wine, your Body and Blood in Holy Communion, I 

ask you to come to my heart. Fill me with your grace that I may evermore 

dwell in you and you in me. I offer myself to you and thank you for 

drawing me into your Risen Life with all your people here and 

everywhere. Amen. 
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Our Father.......... 

 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

and lift up all those who are brought low; 

that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

  The Love of Christ surround us 

  The Light of Christ lead us 

  The Peace of Christ fill us 

  The Power of Christ aid us 

  The Joy of Christ thrill us 

  The Presence of Christ be with us evermore. 

 

Suggested Readings for weekdays in August 

Mondays:   Psalm 46 Thursdays:   Philippians 4: 4-13 

Tuesdays:   St John 15: 1-10  Fridays:   Psalm 23 

Wednesdays:   Colossians 3: 1-4 Saturdays:   Isaiah 43: 1-7 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
 

 At Rest 
    

 Terence Arthur Davies (Terry) Aged 89 years 

 William Edwin Francis Elvins (Bill) Aged 94 years 

 Annette Minty 
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FAMILY NEWS 

Mair Kiley writes: 

S adly, on July 14th just 4 

days short of his 95th birthday, 

our dear friend Bill Elvins 

died.  He was a well-loved 

member of our parish for 

many years.  Over the years he 

must have saved our churches 

many thousands of 

pounds.  He was a most 

generous gentleman, generous 

with his time and many skills, 

and we thank God for his life 

amongst us.  Bill was church 

warden for a number of years and 

had time for everyone, and if he 

could help someone he would. 

 

   I personally thank God for his 

support and love over the years 

and especially when we were 

church wardens together.  It was 

my joy and privilege to take 

communion to him and dear Lil 

throughout the last few years of 

their lives, and they were always 

so grateful. The last time I visited 

Bill with communion was just 

before we went into lockdown. As 

always he was so cheerful and 

accepting of his sadly failing 

health.  Bill, I’m sure, will be 

remembered by each one who 

knew him as a true Christian 

gentleman who will be sadly 

missed. 

 

   Well done good and faithful 

servant………….. Enter now into 

the joy of your master. 

Bill & Lil Elvins 
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THANK YOU 

   We send our loving sympathy to 

Janet and all the family at this sad 

time. 

 

From notes supplied by Rev’d Hywel: 

   Terence (Terry) Davies died on 

23rd June. He was originally from 

The Hafod where he met Berenice. 

Married in 1955, they moved to 

Mayals in the early 80’s. A joiner 

by trade, Terry was a great football 

player and golfer, but above all a 

proud father and grandfather.  

 

   We send our loving sympathy to 

Berenice and all the family as they 

mourn the loss of Terry. 
 

   Dirk De Neve tells me that the 

production of ‘Jesus Christ 

Superstar’ by The Abbey Players 

was awarded by Noda (National 

Operatic and Dramatic 

Association) the Best Amateur 

Musical Production 2019 for Wales 

and Northern Ireland. 

 

   Congratulations to the cast and 

all involved in a production that 

was enjoyed by many members of 

our congregations! Well deserved 

recognition indeed! 

 

 

Thank you for all the pledges and cash 

donations for face covers, currently 

standing at £200+, for Faith in Families. 

 

Face covers are still available - see page 23. 

 

Pam Buller  

Tel: 01792 511791 
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CANON ARTHUR WRITES… 

 

N ext month we in the parish 

of Llwynderw enter a new chapter 

in our history as Archdeacon 

Jonathan stands down as our Vicar 

and Hywel Griffiths, our curate, 

takes up the reins and becomes our 

priest in charge.  

 

   With the effect that the pandemic 

is having on society and on the 

Church, the uncertain future is 

inevitably going to involve many 

changes which the archdeacon will 

be closely involved in, with the 

Bishop and his advisors, as they 

work to shape the diocese for the 

future.  

 

   The Bishop has rightly thought 

that the increased workload will be 

so demanding that Jonathan 

should withdraw from parish 

ministry to give all his time to his 

work as Archdeacon.  

 

   We are so grateful to Jonathan 

for all he has shared with us over 

the past five years, for his 

administrative gifts, his work as 

our parish priest, his preaching  

 

and his friendship. We have 

valued his leadership and I know 

we will all be pleased to know that 

he, Sharon and the children will 

continue to live in the Vicarage 

and that he will also help out on 

the parish rota. 

 

   Jonathan has, of course, been 

responsible for Hywel’s training, 

and as a consequence has worked 

closely with him so he is well 

prepared and equally well-

equipped to meet his new 

challenge. He brings with him 

those pastoral gifts which have 

proved so valuable, particularly 

over the pandemic, when he has 

ensured that those scattered 

throughout the parish who need 

special care, are not forgotten.  

 

   He and Sian have endeared 

themselves to us and we know that 

God will continue to bless his 

work among us. Perhaps the 

greatest tribute to him comes in 

the words of one faithful 

parishioner who said: ‘Nothing is 

too much trouble for Hywel!’ 
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PANDEMIC IN PARAGUAY 

Glenys Williams 

Glenys updates us on our extended 

family in Paraguay: 

 

P araguay roughly the size of 

Wales, does not have the 

resources that we have in this 

country, so when the virus came, 

the President asked his people to 

go home to their families and 

pray.  This is the update. 

 

   With the first death in March, 

the country’s borders with Brazil, 

Argentina and Bolivia were closed 

and there was total lockdown, 

with Paraguayan returnees 

detained in military style camps 

until they tested clear.  

 

   What followed is called: ‘A 

Small Miracle in South America.’ 

To date, out of a population of 7  

million, there have been only 19 

deaths and the hospitals have 

been able to cope with those taken 

ill with the virus. 

 

     From May 4th, Paraguay 

implemented the so-called “smart 

quarantine”, i.e. gradual return to 

work and social activities with 

social distancing and hygiene 

measures. However, the 

government has decided to 

maintain the closure of borders 

and implement long distance 

education classes until 

December.  These are the hottest 

months in this sub-tropical 

country and the start of School 

and University holidays. 

   So while we thank Jonathan for 

his ministry among us we offer 

Hywel our congratulations and 

our prayerful support as he takes 

on his new role. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

...the members of the parish! 
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CHANGE 

There are moments when change arrives unseen  – 

startling in its reach, 

unsettling in the questioning of certainties, 

old ground once trusted shifts. 

The familiar in free-fall. 

 

Hold me through the unsettled, 

 the unresolved, 

 the letting go of yesterday. 

 

Give me courage to be at peace 

in this not-yet-place. 

 

Allow my heart to still....... 

Let time shape my becoming 

unhindered by a need to know 

the unfolding of tomorrow, 

free of the ghosts of regret. 

 

Ground me in an emerging landscape 

of discovery and renewal; 

grow me in this fertile soil 

of disruption, of truth 

waiting to be known. 

 

 

Chris Matthews, Linden Church. 

 

(To listen to this log in to  

PRESENCE PROJECT – POETRY –CHANGE You Tube) 



17  

 
I LOVE THAT HYMN 

Les Ryan 

The ten most popular hymns in the 2019 BBC Songs of Praise survey. 
 

3. In Christ Alone 

A  really popular new hymn by 

Keith Getty and Stuart Townend, 

both of whom are active in the 

contemporary worship scene.  

 

   Getty wrote the music, the 

melody of which owes much to his 

Irish ancestry. The lyrics were 

penned by Townend in 2001 and in 

2013 the hymn was sung at the 

Enthronement of Justin Welby as 

Archbishop of Canturbury. 

 

   The words are a modern day 

version of the Christian Creed, 

dealing with Jesus’ birth as the ‘gift 

of love’, his death on the cross  and 

his resurrection ‘ bursting forth in 

glorious day’ and leading to his 

second coming: ‘Till he returns or 

calls me home, here in the power 

of Christ I’ll stand’. 

 

   However the second verse has 

caused some controversy. The 

Presbyterian Church in the USA  

 

was unhappy with the line ‘Till on  

that cross as Jesus died, the wrath 

of God was satisfied.’  

 

   They asked Getty and Townend 

to change the words ‘wrath of 

God’ or they would exclude the 

hymn from their churches. The 

hymn writers refused to 

compromise. They cited the old 

Lutheran hymn O Sacred Head, 

sore wounded as justification.  

 

   Keith Getty OBE (b.1974) is a 

Northern Ireland evangelist and 

Christian singer and songwriter. 

Stuart Townend (b.1963) is an 

English Christian worship leader 

and hymn writer. 
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ANOTHER LOCKDOWN STORY 

Margaret Howells 

W e thought that we had 

really prepared ourselves for ‘lock-

down’: I had a perm, Arthur a 

haircut and our sons arrived with 

enough provisions to last a siege! 

They set up deliveries from Tesco 

for us, but most welcome of all was 

the gift of a Tablet so that we could 

contact them and their families on 

Facetime.  

 

   This proved to be a valuable 

asset, as it meant that we have been 

able to be in touch with them daily 

and to see our great 

granddaughter, Bridget, take her 

first steps and to recognise us. 

Spiritually we were greatly helped 

by the daily readings and the 

streamed services which have been 

so appreciated by all of us. How 

innovative our clergy have 

become! Yes, we thought that we 

had everything in hand and were 

well prepared for what was to 

follow.... But how wrong we were! 

 

   Just before lockdown I began to 

experience episodes when I was 

‘out’ for a few seconds. It seemed  

 

as if my wiring was all over the 

place and while they started mildly 

they soon became quite distressing. 

I had several telephone 

consultations with our doctor who 

prescribed medication but 

unfortunately the symptoms 

would not go away. I wondered 

what was happening to me and 

became more and more anxious.  

 

   Throughout Lent Arthur and I 

had been using the online 

meditation, Pray as You Go every 

day and I can remember one day 

just crying in front of the computer 

screen for ten minutes. I didn’t 

know what to ask God for. I was 

desperate. Subsequently I had 

several of these blackouts which 

while only lasting a few seconds 

occurred with no warning. They 

were frightening and no wonder 

Arthur was afraid to let me out of 

his sight.  

 

   Then one day – it was a Friday 

afternoon – I had two within an 

hour and we both knew that this 

couldn’t go on so we rang 111 and  
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AND THE PEACE OF GOD, WHICH TRANSCENDS ALL UNDERSTANDING,  
WILL GUARD YOUR HEARTS AND YOUR MINDS IN CHRIST JESUS 

 

Philippians 4:7 

the response was immediate. We 

were told to go to A & E at 

Morriston. After pushing a few 

essentials in a bag we were off! I 

was expected in A & E (111 had 

rung through) and while Arthur 

had to stay in the car park due to 

virus precautions, I went through 

to the ward expecting to have a 

brain scan (that’s me, self 

diagnosing).  

 

   But how wrong I was! An E.C.G. 

showed that I had a slow heartbeat, 

while a consultant diagnosed that I 

had a heart block and that this 

would be remedied by a 

pacemaker which was fitted the 

following day.  What a relief! I was 

so impressed by the atmosphere of 

calmness and peace which 

prevailed in both A & E and the 

Coronary Care Ward. This was 

such a help and a great privilege to 

see the NHS at its best.   
 

   Meanwhile I rang Arthur to tell 

him the news which, expecting the 

worst, he greeted with a loud 

‘Alleluia!!’ I have had no further 

symptoms. My pacemaker has 

been checked and all is well. I 

don’t need to be examined for a 

year while the batteries, I’m 

assured, will last ten years!  

   So much for our preparations for 

lock down! What lessons have I 

learnt? One very definite one is 

that I need to hand everything over 

to God and to trust in him.  

 

   As we were recently reminded in 

the Gospel reading: ‘Come unto me 

all who are heavy burdened and I 

will give you rest’. The Covid-19 

pandemic has caused enormous 

suffering for many people who 

know now what it’s like to be 

‘heavy burdened’ but out of it have 

emerged incredible stories of 

courage and some wonderful acts 

of love and kindness. I thank God 

that I have been at the receiving 

end of some of these and I am 

really grateful for the prayers, 

concern and good wishes of so 

many of our friends here in the 

parish of Llwynderw.  

 

   Then there was the flood! But 

that’s another story....... 
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MONEY & MEETINGS 

Bob Wigley 

B y way of background and as a 

‘refresher’ as it were, I was re-

reading my notes in the Parish 

Magazine, over the past few 

months. I’m pleased to say that 

they didn’t send me to sleep – 

honestly – but being, by nature, an 

optimist, I started to muse about 

when we might be back in our own 

Churches, for Sunday worship. As 

Hywel explains in his letter, it was 

not an easy decision to remain 

closed, but we will open again, just 

as soon as it is safe and practical to 

do so, within the Church in Wales 

guidelines. As we have been 

reminded many times in recent 

weeks, not only by Vera Lynn’s 

famous war-time song,  but also by 

The Queen,  “We’ll meet again, 

don’t know where, don’t know 

when ………” -  that much is 

certain, and this thought underpins 

our hope for the future, for 

without hope, both spiritually and 

in practical terms,  we have 

nothing. 

 

   And this, in a roundabout way, 

for which I apologise, brings me to  

 

my point! As we plan for the 

future, having regard for our own 

particular responsibilities, in our 

hearts we probably recognise, if 

not overtly admit, that the future is 

unlikely to replicate the past, and 

we have to predicate our plans on 

that assumption. In monetary 

terms, I see my role not only as the 

Parish ‘bean-counter’ and financial 

record-keeper, but also to ensure 

that we pay our Ministry (Parish) 

Share, and indeed all our bills, on 

time, and generally manage our 

Finances prudently and in such a 

way as to ensure that there is 

money to support any plans or 

projects that Hywel and/or 

Jonathan have to further God’s 

Kingdom here in Llwynderw. 

 

   Against that background 

therefore, can I return to our 

Giving, and let me say again that 

your financial support in the terms 

of my last few notes has been 

outstanding!  However, just like 

Oliver Twist – although as 

Treasurer I don’t like the inference 

in his surname! – I need to ask for  
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more!  In the context of Financial  

Planning and Budgeting, one of the 

most important aspects is the 

degree of certainty or otherwise of 

our Income stream, and unless we 

can significantly rely on this, it is 

very difficult to plan for the future. 

As I said earlier, this is unlikely to 

replicate the past, so we need to be 

aware of any potential threats to 

our plans, whilst at the same time 

look to opportunities in the future 

as we endeavour to maintain our 

Worshipper numbers, and, very 

importantly, reach out into, and 

meet the needs of, our local 

community. So the relative 

stability of our monthly income 

from Bankers’/Standing Orders is 

absolutely invaluable! 

 

   May I therefore, yet again, be a 

pain, and appeal personally to 

those of you that have not yet 

transferred to the Standing Order 

system. Please, please consider 

doing this, which has so many 

benefits for our churches, for 

Carole and Alan who count and 

bank the cash in Holy Cross and 

Clyne respectively, and for me, for 

all the reasons mentioned.  As I 

have said before, if you use 

Internet Banking I can provide the 

Church Bank details, and it 

literally takes 5 minutes to set up, 

or alternatively, I can provide a 

completed form for your signature 

and return to me, and I will deal 

with it for you. Please remember 

that unlike Direct Debits, you are 

always in control, and can change 

or cancel the arrangement at any 

time. 

 

   In a way, I am asking you please 

to consider being “in a Contract 

with God” so that our Priests and 

Churches can plan for the 

development and furtherance of 

His Kingdom here on earth, 

unfettered by concerns about 

money!! 

 

   Thank you so much, and I look 

forward to the day when we can 

all “meet again” in Clyne Chapel 

and Holy Cross Church.  

Meantime, best wishes, and stay 

safe. 

 

Bob 
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GOWER COMMONS ACTION GROUP 

    

L inda Tyler-Lloyd is part of the committee which has been trying to 

reduce the slaughter of animals on the common. Please share this 

information with your friends and neighbours. 
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FACE COVERS    
 
   Pam Buller’s face covers are still available for a donation to Faith in Families 
- suggested £2 - which can either be placed in your Faith in Families box or set 
aside until we meet again. 
  
   Please contact Pam on 01792 511791. 
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ATTENDING TO NEGLECTED CORNERS 

Biddy Wigley 

L ockdown! This has been a 

very strange period in all our lives, 

but hopefully we are nearer the 

end than the beginning. I am sure 

that individual experiences have 

been unique, and easier for some 

than for others. Everything has 

been more difficult to deal with in 

the absence of family and friends 

to accompany us on our journeys. 

 

   I am fortunate to be fit enough to 

look after my garden - something I 

have always enjoyed, and one 

hobby that is permitted in 

lockdown! In fact, I now realise 

that the garden has been crying 

out for attention for a long time, 

but has been neglected due to my 

being distracted by many things. 

 

   As I settled into the new way of 

life enforced by the pandemic, I 

started to work systematically 

around the garden. There were 

many very neglected areas - those 

places that aren’t in direct view 

from the house or the seating area 

- where plants had died, were in 

need of a prune or were being  

 

choked by weeds. 

 

   Pottering round the garden has 

given me a sense of peace - a break 

from my normal busy-ness. It has 

re-connected me with the soil and 

with creation. It has offered quite 

hard physical labour but an 

immense sense of satisfaction with 

the outcome as I can once again 

enjoy the plants that I chose all 

those years ago. 

 

   Some of the work has been 

challenging as I struggled to dig 

out many deeply rooted self-

seeded plants that were having a 

detrimental effect on the shrubs. 

There were large root balls of dead 

plants to remove. There was an 

area of Ground Elder to deal with - 

if you’ve ever suffered an invasion 

of this pernicious weed you’ll 

know what a struggle that has 

been and will continue to be.  

 

   Just behind the garden wall is an 

area of Japanese Knotweed - not 

part of the garden but our 

responsibility. This imported plant  
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has become a menace in Britain 

because it’s almost impossible to 

eradicate and spreads at will. 

 

   As I have worked round the 

garden I have often been lost in 

thought - how I neglect my 

relationship with Jesus when I’m 

over busy and conflicted with 

many calls on my time; how, rather 

than a healthy fatigue at the end of 

the day, I end up with frazzled 

thoughts in my head. These are the 

pernicious weeds of busy-ness that 

need to be rooted out to make 

room for the flourishing of the 

truly important. 

 

   What did Jesus say to Martha? 

‘Martha, Martha, you are worried 

about many things, but only one 

thing is needed’ (Luke 10:38-42). I 

ask myself, what am I trying to 

prove by my busy-ness? Or is it a 

lack of self-discipline, a lack of 

focus? 

 

   When I was training for 

Readership at St Mike’s I was 

identified as an activist (Myers 

Briggs Type Indicator) so my 

natural inclination is to get things 

done. My struggle is to find the 

balance between being and doing.  

    

   The real activity God calls us to is 

to love as Jesus loved. When we 

spend time in Jesus’ company we 

are renewed by the power of the 

Holy Spirit. Without that we risk 

burn-out. That is probably the 

most important lesson I have 

learned during lockdown. 

 

With every blessing, Biddy 

    

SOMETHING TO PONDER 
 
KENNETH PADLEY has posed some searching questions on his website 
which we may like to consider: 
 

What have we gained during lockdown but are happy to lose at its end? 
 

What have we gained and want to keep? 
 

What have we lost during lockdown and want to have back? 
 

What have we lost and don’t want back? 
 
(see:  www.stmichaels-parishchurch.org.uk) 
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• All aspects of Home and Grounds Maintenance 

• Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 

• Painting and Decorating Service 

• All projects Fully Managed 

• Free Estimates and all Work Fully Insured 

 

 Mike Timbrell 07813 055357   

 down2earthltd@icloud.com 

DOWN 2 EARTH 

PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LTD 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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West Cross 
Dental Practice 

 

 
 
 

54c Mulberry Avenue 
West Cross 
Swansea 
SA3 5HA 
Telephone:  404405  

Andrew Llewellyn BDC 
NHS, Private & Denplan 

MUSIC TUITION 
 

Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute 
& Theory of Music 

 
 

Nick Kiley 
BA (Hons) PGDip (RNCM) PGCE 
 
 
 

Telephone:  
07929 009772 

 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

Need help to get to medical appointments? 
CALL GOWER VOLUNTARY TRANSPORT  

01792 851942 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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A surprisingly wide range of 

goods and services 

We don’t just deliver 

newspapers! 

 

Joff, Wendy & the staff 

look forward to serving you! 

Telephone:401689  

H 
HERITAGE 

CARPET & FLOORING LTD 
 

Specialists in carpet, wood, 
laminate & vinyl 

 

422 Gower Road, Killay,  
Swansea, SA2 7AJ 

 
Tel/Fax: 01792 202 021 

To advertise in Llwynderw, please contact 
the editor - details on page 4. 

 
 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Looking for a friendly, reliable 
cleaning  
service? 

 
 

Call us now on: 
01792 448721 

 
 

www.glowhomeservices.co.uk 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Rebekah Robertson 
has bought John O’Malley’s  
former practice. 
 

Her surgery is at: 
360 Mumbles Road, Norton. 
 

Tel: 01792 732177 

Printed at Brynymor Digital Ltd, 14 Brynymor Road, Swansea  

GLYNDERI COTTAGE                                                                                                           
 

01874 636878 
                                                                  

SENNYBRIDGE                                                             

BRECON                                                              

POWYS  

LD3 8TS 

             

Walk - Explore - Relax  
 

www.glyndericottage.co.uk 

HEADS TOGETHER 
 

Unisex Hair & Fashion Care 
Perming/Tinting/Colouring 

And Creative Designs 
 

NEW! 
O.P.I Gel Nails 

 
134 West Cross Lane, 
West Cross, Swansea 
(01792) 401471 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

DON PIPER 
 

Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 
 

Established 1962 
 

 

Customer Care  
our speciality 

 

14 Queen’s Road 
Mumbles 
Tel: 366576 

http://www.glyndericottage.co.uk
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Clyne Chapel 
Blackpill 

Christ in Majesty  
at Holy Cross Church 
Fairwood Road 


