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THE PARISH OF LLWYNDERW 
Holy Cross Church & Clyne Chapel, Swansea,  

in the Mumbles Ministry Area 

CLERGY 
The Reverend Hywel D Griffiths 

(Priest-in-Charge) 
23, Mayals Avenue, Blackpill, Swansea, SA3 5DE 

Telephone: 01792 403957              Email: rev.hywel@outlook.com 

The Venerable Jonathan B Davies B.Th 
(Archdeacon of Gower) 

The Vicarage, Fairwood Road, West Cross, Swansea, SA3 5JP 
Telephone & Fax: 01792 512747                 Email: ven.jbd@sky.com 

The Reverend Biddy M S Wigley 
(Assistant Curate) 

5, Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 
Telephone: 01792 405404                Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH 

Sunday 8.00am 
9.30am 
11.00am 

 Holy Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
 

Clyne Chapel 
Holy Cross 
Clyne Chapel 

Wednesday 10.30am  Holy Eucharist Clyne Chapel 

 

Thursday 10.00am  Holy Eucharist St Faith’s Chapel 

 

Please notify our pastoral care co-ordinator, Reverend Hywel Griffiths,  
of the names of those who are sick. 

The Chapel of St Faith is open throughout the day  
for Foodbank drop-offs only. 

Holy Baptism and Marriage arrangements may be made with  
 The Reverend Hywel Griffiths 

 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved for Communion  
of the sick or infirm at any time.  

 

The Holy Oils are available for the Sacrament of anointing. 

WEEKLY PARISH HALL BOOKINGS 

Fridays  9.30am - 12noon   Community Art Class  

Sundays  2.00pm - 4.30pm Ariosa Singers & Mumbles Voices  
Rehearse with Les & Penny Ryan 
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READER 

Dr Felicity Padley 32 Fernhill Close,  Blackpill                                                                                                
E: felicity.m.padley@gmail.com 

Tel: 402437 
 

LAY WORSHIP TEAM 
Felicity Barrow, Mair Kiley, Felicity Padley, Esther Searle 

PAROCHIAL OFFICERS 

Parish Wardens 
Vicar’s Warden 

 
 

People’s Warden 

 
Mrs Lesley Morris  
65 Gwerneinon Road, Sketty 
 
Miss Geraldine Twinney 
23 Muirfield Drive, Mayals 

 
Tel: 514769 

 
 

Tel: 420243 

PCC Secretary 
  
 
PCC Treasurer 

Dr Felicity Padley 
32 Fernhill Close, Blackpill 
 
Mr Bob Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals 

Tel: 402437 
 
 

Tel: 405404 

Parish Organist Mr Leslie Ryan, BA (hons mus), 
LCCMD, AWCCM, CertEd (Wales) 
43 Mayals Avenue, Blackpill 

Tel: 406062 

THE LLWYNDERW PARISH HALL 
 

can be hired for meetings, birthday parties and other special occasions 
 

Contact:  The Reverend Hywel Griffiths  
Telephone: 403957 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Messy Church, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Mondays at 3.15pm 
Eden Bus, as advised, Holy Cross Church, Sundays at 4.00pm 

Parish Prayer Group, every Tuesday 
Details on weekly sheet. Contact Lyn Jones: 402080 

Film Club. Contact Dave & Joyce Owen: 401512 

Mothers’ Union, Branch Leaders:  
Hazel Somers: 401705 & Elaine Griffiths: 208269 

Get Crafty Group 
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Contributions for the NOVEMBER issue  
to be received no later than 

Thursday 22nd October 2020 
 

for publication on Sunday 1st November 2020 
   

Biddy Wigley 
5 Whitegates, Mayals, Swansea, SA3 5HW 

 

Email: llwynderweditor@gmail.com 

IN THIS ISSUE . . . . . . . 

5. You Raise Me Up 
7. Helps to Worship in October 
12. Family News 
13. Thank You 
14. Mothers’ Union 
17. Reaching Out 
18. I Love That Hymn 
19. Afterwards 
20. The Real Advent Calendar 
21. Lockdown - Again! 
22. Trust and Try 
25. Parish Registers 
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YOU RAISE ME UP 

Reverend Hywel 

S eptember brought back some 

normality here for us in the parish, 

with the reopening of Holy Cross 

after six months of closure due to 

the coronavirus. But who would 

have imagined what would have to 

be done, and what would have to 

be put in place for this to happen?  

 

   If someone had said to me this 

time last year, “Do you know, for 

you to open a church you will have 

to do a risk assessment, put into 

operation a one way system where 

parishioners enter the church 

through one door and leave via 

another door, arrange the chairs so 

that there is a social distance of two 

metres between people, provide 

hand sanitiser so parishioners can 

sanitise their hands when they 

arrive and again when they depart 

and before and after they receive 

communion, that the parishioners 

will have to wear a mask 

throughout the service, oh and 

finally if parishioners want to come 

to church, they will have to book”  

 

    

   I would have said, “Are you 

mad?” But this is what we have 

had to do, we have had to learn, to 

adapt and to change in the way we 

live our lives in these current times 

of living with coronavirus. 

 

   But we have been able to do this, 

because we have a God who loves 

us, we are his creation and in 

creating us, he has given us the 

capability to learn, to adapt, and to 

change. As we move forward, and 

look toward the future, we have 

hope, because God is with us, in 

his strength we go on.  

 

   In Paul’s letter to the Colossians 

we can read: “May you be made 

strong with all the strength that 

comes from his glorious power, 

and may you be prepared to 

endure everything with patience.” 

Our Christian life can often be 

extremely arduous. There are 

many things that are constantly at 

work trying to distract and depress 

us, to dismay and destroy us.  
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   One of the hallmarks of being a 

Christian is suffering, but as Paul 

says in his letter to the Colossians, 

God doesn’t leave us to go it alone. 

Far from it! God empowers us by 

his Holy Spirit with a mighty 

strength to bear the unbearable. 

Instead of being weighed down 

and crushed by our circumstances, 

the Holy Spirit gives us the 

strength to rise above them. In our 

own strength, we could never do 

this.  

 

   One of my favourite songs is 

“You raise me up” sung by Josh 

Groban. The lyrics of the chorus of 

the song speak to me of God at 

work in all our lives: “You raise me 

up, so I can stand on mountains. 

You raise me up to walk on stormy 

seas. I am strong when I am on 

your shoulders. You raise me up to 

more than I can be.” 

 

   So, as we move forward let us 

give thanks and celebrate God at 

work in our lives. Talking about 

celebrating, we congratulate and 

celebrate Biddy’s ordination as 

deacon, which took place at Brecon 

Cathedral on the 27th of 

September. Although due to the 

coronavirus only a limited number 

of people could attend, this did not 

take away from the service or 

joyous occasion that it was, in 

seeing Biddy being ordained as 

deacon by Bishop John. We assure 

Biddy of our best wishes, support, 

prayers, and God’s blessing in her 

ordained ministry, and I very 

much look forward to working 

alongside Biddy here in the parish. 

 

   And finally, can we all agree that 

in 2015 not a single person got the 

answer correct to the question: 

“Where do you see yourself five 

years from now?” Never did I 

think that one answer could be, 

“Without toilet paper.” 

 

   God bless, with much love, your 

friend in Christ, Hywel. 

Teach me Lord!  
 

“Teach me to treat all that comes to me with peace of soul  
and with firm conviction that You will govern all. Amen.”  

 
Elisabeth Elliot 
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+ In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

Introduction:                

   Awake, my soul, and with the sun 

   Thy daily stage of duty run; 

   Shake off, dull sloth, and joyful rise 

   To pay thy morning sacrifice. 

 

   Redeem thy misspent time that’s past, 

   Live this day as if ‘twere thy last: 

   Improve thy talent with due care; 

   For the great day thyself prepare. 

 

   Let all thy converse be sincere, 

   Thy conscience as the noon-day clear; 

   Think how all seeing God thy ways 

   And all thy secret thoughts surveys. 

 
 

The Psalm:  

                  

O sing a new song to the Lord: sing to the Lord all the earth. 

O sing to the Lord, bless his name: proclaim his help day by day. 

Give the Lord, you families of peoples, 

          Give the Lord glory and power. 

 

It is the Lord who has brought us together to pray, and praise him. 

It is the Lord who has shown great love for us, 

and has taught us, through Christ, to call him ‘Father’. 

           Give the Lord glory and power. 

 

HELPS TO WORSHIP AT HOME IN OCTOBER 

Canon Arthur 
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It is the Lord who gives us strength to meet each day and has  

given us leisure to enjoy what he has made and to rest in his presence. 

           Give the Lord glory and power. 

 

It is the Lord who has made us and we are his. He calls us to 

follow him, to be his people and to show his glory in our lives. 

           Give the Lord glory and power. 

 

Bring an offering and enter his courts: worship the Lord in 

his temple. Give him the glory and the power for he is our King! 

 

Confession:            

Lord, forgive our sins, secret and open, and rid us of every habit 

of thought which is foreign to the Gospel. Set our hearts and   

consciences at peace that we may respond to your generous 

love enfolding us, so that we may bring our prayers to you 

confidently and without fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

May the Lord have mercy upon us, forgive us all that is past 

and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Our Father........ 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

The Collects and Gospel Readings: 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE HARVEST (4th October) 

Lord of all creation, you give us the fruits of the earth in their season and 

crown the year with your goodness: help us so to receive your gifts with 

thankful hearts that we may use them to your glory, for the relief of those 

in want and to meet our daily needs; through Jesus Christ the Bread of 

life, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Gospel: St Luke 17. 11-19 
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EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (11th October) 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, 

forsaking what lies behind and reaching out to that which is before, we 

may run the way of your commandments and win the crown of 

everlasting joy; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen.  

 

The Gospel:  St Matthew 22: 1-14 

 

ST LUKE’S DAY (18th October) 

Almighty God, you called Luke the physician, whose praise is in the 

gospel, to be an evangelist and physician of the soul: by the grace of the 

Spirit and through the wholesome medicine of the gospel, give your 

Church the same love and power to heal;  through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be all honour and glory, now and 

for ever. Amen. 

 

The Gospel:  St Luke 10: 1-9 

 

BIBLE SUNDAY  (25th October) 

Blessed Lord, you caused all holy scriptures to be written for our 

learning: help us so to hear them, to mark, learn and inwardly digest 

them that, through patience and the comfort of your holy word, we may 

embrace and for ever hold fast the hope of everlasting life, which you 

have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Gospel:  St Matthew 24: 30-35 

 

 

You may wish to spend some time pondering on the words of the Gospel 

Reading. Ask yourself: ‘What is God saying to me in these words’ and 

turn the words and your thoughts into prayer. 
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The Hymn (cont’d):       

   Awake, awake, ye heavenly choir, 

   May your devotion me inspire, 

   That I like you my age may spend 

   Like you may on my God attend. 

 

   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 

   Praise him, all creatures here below, 

   Praise him above, ye heavenly host, 

   Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.   

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion:               

(You are invited to make this act of spiritual communion, aware that  

although you are unable to be present at the Eucharist Jesus continues to 

come to you in His Living Presence). 

 

Thanks be to you, dear Lord, for your unspeakable gift in the person of 

your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. Grant that His life may overflow my 

life and His Holy Spirit sanctify and keep me now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 I am giving you worship with all my life. 

 I am giving you obedience with all my power. 

 I am giving you praise with all my strength. 

 I am giving you honour with all my speech. 

 I am giving you love with all my heart. 

 I am giving you affection with all my senses. 

 I am giving you my being with all my mind. 

 I am giving you my soul most High and Holy God. 

 Praise to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

 

Prayer for others:        

In your own words, as if speaking to a close friend pray for the World,  

for those who govern, that they may act responsibly and humbly, for 

those who suffer, particularly as a result of coronavirus, for the Church –  

the bishops and those who lead us, particularly for the recently ordained  
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and among them Biddy, for Sarah as she prepares for ordination, for 

Jonathan and Hywel, for loved ones and friends and for all who need the 

healing touch of the Lord today. Remember, too, the faithful departed 

that they may rest in peace.  

 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of 

uncertainty and distress. Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and 

lift up all those who are brought low; that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing:               

   Creator of light, 

   The blessing of light be upon us 

   The blessing of daylight 

   The blessing of sunlight 

   The blessing of Christ’s light 

   Scatter the darkness from before us 

   That we may walk as children of light 

Suggested readings for weekdays 

Mondays: St Matthew 11:25-end Thursdays: Psalm 139 

Tuesdays: Psalm 91 Fridays: St John 17:6-24 

Wednesdays: Ephesians 2:17-22 Saturdays: St John 10:11-18 

Forgiveness  
 

“Forgiveness is the fragrance the flower leaves  
on the heel of the one who crushed it.”  

 
David Jeremiah 



12  

FAMILY NEWS 

P am and Michael are 

delighted to announce that their 

daughter, Nicola McCabe, is 

engaged to be married.  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   As a little girl she attended 

Sunday School at Holy Cross and 

Clyne Chapel with her 

grandmother, Johnnie Nash.  

 

   After graduating from The 

London School of Economics in 

2016, Nicola started work as a 

Modelling Analyst at KPMG in 

Canary Wharf where, within a few  

 

months, she met her betrothed, 

Charles Edwards. They share a 

love of sport, the outdoors and 

good food. Although settled in 

London they plan to marry in 

Spring 2022 in Clyne Chapel 

where Nicola was baptised. 

 

   The parish sends love and 

congratulations to Nicola and 

Charles. 



13  

THANK YOU 

   Maria, Niall, all of our wider family and myself want to 

say thank you to everyone for the overwhelming support 

and kindness we have received over the last five months of 

George’s illness and eventual death. Your prayers, messages 

and practical help made a real difference and kept us going, 

especially at a time when we couldn’t even be together as a 

family.  

 

   It took the efforts of many people to ensure that, after 

seven weeks in hospital, George was able to spend his last 

six days with us at home being cared for by the wonderful 

SPICE palliative care team who could not have done more 

had it been for one of their own relatives. The whole Ward 3 

team was also inspirational and it was a profound comfort to 

find that, when medical science could do no more, the 

human and humane face of the NHS took centre stage. 

 

   The Reverend Hywel Griffiths conducted George’s funeral 

service with uplifting sensitivity helping us feel stronger in 

our conviction that death shall have no dominion. (Romans 

6:9) 

 

   We are grateful and humbled by the love which has been 

shown to us. 

 

   Thank you, 

 Kathleen 
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MOTHERS’ UNION                                

Christian Care for Families                                

Elaine Griffiths 

T he pandemic is certainly 

putting the MU worldwide theme 

for 2020 ‘Building hope and 

confidence’ to the test. 

 

   Since lockdown on 23 March, 

MU Branch meetings have had to 

be cancelled.  Llwynderw Branch 

members have been supporting 

each other by phone, internet, 

providing lifts & other assistance, 

even meeting up individually 

when & in a manner permitted.  

They have also responded to MU’s 

Urgent Appeal to plug a £1million 

shortfall in income.  

 

   Covid-19 has swept away the 

£0.5 million income MU would 

normally receive from conference 

room hire at our headquarters 

Mary Sumner House (MSH) plus 

summer fundraising events & cut 

income from MU’s retail shop.  

Without these funds, MU simply 

cannot meet the costs of staffing, 

safeguarding, development work, 

and governance.  

 

 

   Most staff have been put on 

furlough, laid off or have taken a 

cut in wages. MSH remains closed 

with staff working from home. All 

travel has stopped.  All usable 

funds will be used but are nowhere 

near enough to keep things going.  

Monies in the Relief Fund are 

restricted to be used for relief 

when the time is right. 

 

   Many UK dioceses & individual 

members have donated.  Overseas 

countries are sending what they 

can.  By May Australia had sent 

$50,000 and Canada approximately 

$20,000.  Over £750,000 has been 

received, mainly from members 

but also from others who 

appreciate the work MU does 

quietly and prayerfully.  If anyone 

wishes to donate they can do so at 

https://support.mothersunion.org/  

 

   To find out about MU’s work & 

resources in response to Covid-19, 

go to https://

www.mothersunion.org/get-

involved/our-response-covid-19 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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   MU has been developing its 

digital acumen for many years and 

more so this year.  It is offering 

members webinars about digital 

media, fundraising & capturing 

and reporting the difference MU 

makes. 

 

   MSH staff lead Midday Prayers 

live on MU Facebook daily.  This is 

part of the rolling wave of prayer 

by members worldwide who also 

contribute to MU Facebook.  UK 

members who don't have access to 

the internet will still be able to 

hear UK Midday Prayers thanks to 

the Church of England's Daily 

Hope line. Just call 0800 804 8044 

from a UK mobile or landline and 

press option 4, then option 8.  The 

prayers really do bring us 

together. 

 

   Members across UK made smart 

face coverings to sell on-line from 

the MUe Shop.  They were sold for 

£5 including P&P, £4 being 

returned to the diocese where they 

were made to support their 

projects. 

 

   Nearer home, in June St 

Barnabas Waunarlwydd Branch 

held their inaugural online Zoom 

meeting.  They have held a 

Strawberry Tea with members and 

their partners, Quiz night, Welsh 

Night with an Irish night and 

Afternoon Tea following, which 

have provided welcome donations.  

They plan a Zoom Quiet Hour in 

September and hope that some 

future speakers will use this 

platform. Their basic package 

allows for telephone access too. 

Minutes are posted to members 

unable to join online meetings who 

are kept in touch by phone. 

 

   MU is asking its members to 

consider raising concerns with 

their MPs regarding the Domestic 

Abuse Bill which is now with the 

House of Lords.  The Home Office 

has produced draft Guidance on 

implementation which MU 

believes needs improvement, in 

particular that it is wrong that 

survivors whose immigration 

status is unclear cannot access help 

and support, and therefore risk 

returning to the perpetrator or 

becoming destitute. In addition, 

the Bill does not refer to 

circumstances where faith can be 

misused as a justification for abuse 

– nor to the positive benefit of 

including faith leaders and 

communities in signposting 

survivors to get the right help.   
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   A draft letter for members to 

consider is available at  

https://www.mothersunion.org/

sites/default/files/resources/public/

memberdraftletterondomesticabus

ebill.docx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

   Thank you Key Workers Appeal.   

There has been an outpouring of 

compassion and care during the 

crisis from our hospital workers to 

our delivery drivers, carers to 

cleaners and our refuse collectors 

to bus drivers. This has not come 

without cost. Quality family time 

has not always been possible.  So, 

MU is extending its existing Away 

from it all Programme (AFIA) to 

say a special “thank you” to key 

workers.   

 

   The scheme will provide a range 

of activity hampers, experience 

days or short breaks for families of 

key workers (to take place in 2021). 

These experiences will help rebuild 

connections and togetherness, 

especially for those who have been 

kept apart or who are on low 

incomes.  

 

   To nominate a key worker you 

know, to apply yourself or to 

donate to the scheme go to https://

www.mothersunion.org/thank-you

-keyworker-appeal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

   16 Days of Activism Against 

Gender-Based Violence is an 

annual international campaign 

from 25 November (International 

Day for the Elimination of Violence 

Against Women) until 10 

December (International Human 

Rights Day).  MU has produced a 

set of resources specifically for its 

members and friends, which you 

are welcome to use and to 

encourage others to use during the 

Campaign.  See https://

mothersuniononline.org/1I8Y-

6ZZHK-8M2BZE-46I8GS-1/c.aspx 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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   MU is producing resources to 

help combat feelings of loneliness, 

to nourish faith and to help 

members continue to feel 

connected to their friends and 

community.   

 

   Its theme for 2021 ‘Rebuilding 

hope and confidence’ incorporates 

its 2020 theme.  As people seek to 

come to terms with loss of all 

kinds, from bereavement to loss of 

livelihood, relationships, wellbeing 

and other challenges, our work of 

rebuilding hope and confidence 

will be vital. 

 

   (Anyone unable to access the 

links provided is welcome to ask 

me for the information in another 

format). 

D o not reach out your hands. 

Reach out your heart. 

Reach out your words. 

Reach out all the tendrils  

of compassion that move, invisibly 

where we cannot touch. 

Promise the world your love – 

for better or for worse, 

in sickness and in health, 

so long as we shall live. 

 

Fr Ongar 

REACHING OUT . . . . . 
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I LOVE THAT HYMN 

Les Ryan 

The ten most popular hymns in the 2019 BBC Songs of Praise survey. 

 

1. Jerusalem 

T he editors of our hymn books 

were reluctant for many years to 

include this very popular hymn. 

They believed that William Blake’s 

poetry and its sentiments were 

open to very different 

interpretations: its imagery was too 

complex for congregations. They 

questioned whether such a 

mystical poem could actually be a 

hymn. The editors were also 

uneasy that the first verse alluded 

to an old non-scriptural legend 

which told of the young Jesus and 

Joseph of Arimathea, a tin 

merchant, arriving in Cornwall: 

‘And did those feet in ancient time 

walk upon England’s mountains 

green?’ 

 

   Today the most popular 

understanding of Blake’s poem is 

that it calls for the establishment of 

the universal values of social 

freedom and justice in Britain. The 

Student Hymnal of 1923 was the  

 

first to include it as a hymn, and 

over the subsequent years the 

major hymn books gradually 

accepted it.  

 

   Whichever way we interpret the 

words there is no doubt that Sir 

Hubert Parry’s wonderful melody 

and majestic harmonies have 

contributed to its undoubted 

success, and of course it features in 

the annual ‘Last Night of the 

Proms’ from the Royal Albert Hall 

with full orchestra, organ, choirs 

and audience.  

 

   The start of its popularity began 

in 1916 when Poet Laureate Robert 

Bridges asked composer Sir Hubert 

Parry to set it to ‘suitable, simple 

music’. Bridges suggested that it 

could be sung at meetings of the 

‘Fight for the Right’ movement 

which aimed for a better Britain for 

the millions of soldiers returning 

home from World War One. 
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AFTERWARDS . . . . 

   In 1918 it was sung in the Royal 

Albert Hall at a celebration to 

mark the granting of votes to 

women. Parry thought that it 

should also become the women 

voters’ hymn and it was soon 

taken up by the Women’s Institute 

and indeed occasionally at the 

Labour Party Conferences. Today, 

the hymn has almost become a 

second National Anthem. 
 

   Grateful thanks to Les for this series  

which has given the background to ten of 

our most popular hymns. 

 

 Biddy 

W hen this is over 

may we never again 

take for granted 

a handshake with a 

stranger 

a hug from a loved one 

a crowded theatre 

the taste of communion 

the singing of a hymn 

a routine check up 

each deep breath  

a boring day 

life itself. 

 

When this ends 

may we find 

that we have become 

more like the people 

we wanted to be 

we hoped to be 

and may we stay  

that way – better 

for each other 

because of the worst. 

 

Laura Kelly Fanccuini 

(adapted) 
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THE REAL ADVENT CALENDAR 

 

2 020 was a year unlike any 

other. To protect lives our society 

was put on hold. This autumn it is 

more important than ever that, as 

we make our journey towards 

Christmas, we find ways to share 

the story of the birth of Jesus. The 

Real Advent Calendar is a proven 

way to do this. 

 

   The Real Advent calendar was 

created in 2013 following surveys 

which showed that 36% of 5-7 year 

olds did not know whose 

birthday is celebrated at 

Christmas. In the same year 

51% of adults said that the birth 

of Jesus was irrelevant to their 

Christmas. This is why the Real 

Advent Calendar comes with a 

copy of the Christmas story and 

supports charitable causes. 

The Real Advent Calendar is a 

great way to reverse this 

tipping point and put Christ 

back into the hearts of those 

who no longer know the 

Christmas story in full. To help 

with this the Real Advent Calendar 

comes with a free 24-page 

Christmas story/activity book.  

 

   The Real Advent Calendar RRP is 

£3.99 and it is available directly 

from our on-line shop at https://

meaningfulchocolate.co.uk/

collections/christmas, from larger 

Tesco stores and selected retailers.  

    

   Supplies are limited so buy early. 

https://meaningfulchocolate.co.uk/collections/christmas
https://meaningfulchocolate.co.uk/collections/christmas
https://meaningfulchocolate.co.uk/collections/christmas
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J 
ust when we thought that 

things in general were looking up,  

with Holy Cross open for Sunday 

Services from Holy Cross Day, we 

are all back in Lockdown Mark 2, 

and albeit this time it is a little less 

stringent, it is obviously a blow to 

many. However, to keep things in 

context, we can continue to meet at 

Holy Cross for Sunday services, 

and we all hope and pray that, by 

the time you read this,  our dear 

friends Hywel and Sian will have 

emerged unscathed from 

quarantine, and that Steffan and 

Josie (Their son and daughter-in-

law) will both be on the road to 

recovery. 

 

   So, back to money in general, 

and Giving in particular! Thank 

you so much to all those who have 

been in touch, either to covert to 

Standing Order, or who have been 

making regular electronic transfers 

to our Bank Accounts, or who 

have been sending cheques. All 

this has enabled me to keep on top 

of our costs, and in particular, to 

ensure that our Ministry Share  

 

payments are up to date. The 

Church in Wales in general, and 

the Diocese in particular are doing 

their best to be supportive during 

these difficult times, but obviously 

we need to do what we can for 

ourselves, as without doubt there 

are many churches/parishes who, 

for a variety of reasons, are finding 

things much more difficult than 

we are. So, my usual plea and 

reminder – if you’re not on the 

Standing Order system, and you 

haven’t been in touch regarding 

your Giving, do remember that I 

am here to help, and will only be 

too pleased to hear from you. 

 

   Whilst the recent news has been 

disappointing to say the least, we 

have much to be thankful for, and 

Biddy’s ordination at Brecon 

Cathedral yesterday was just one 

example of an occasion, which 

although somewhat  different in 

format to the norm, was joyous 

and uplifting, and a real credit to 

all those involved at the Cathedral. 

If we continue to look for the 

positives in all the situations that  

LOCKDOWN - AGAIN! 

Bob Wigley 
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we face, and remember the many 

ways in which we are blessed, 

with God’s help we will emerge 

from the shadows of lockdown 

stronger and even more resilient 

than before. 

 

Best wishes, and continue to stay 

safe! 

 

Bob 
 

TRUST & TRY 

Biddy Wigley 

W hat a memorable year 2020 

is turning out to be for a number of 

reasons. Covid-19 has dominated 

world news and proved to be an 

unpredictable, scary and 

disruptive influence on all our 

lives. The suffering is widespread 

and for many lockdown is difficult 

in the extreme.  

 

   But in the midst of all the pain 

and frustrations inflicted by the 

virus, there are shafts of light. 

Thanks to a lot of hard work and 

innovative thinking, things 

thought to be impossible have 

been reimagined. One such was 

my ordination on 27th September, 

preceded by a three-day retreat at 

Llangasty, with my seven fellow 

ordinands, and conducted by 

Canon Stephen Ryan. 

 

   This was an oasis of peace in the 

midst of the busyness of parish/

family life and in a most beautiful 

place.  Stephen led a relaxed but 

thoughtful time of refreshment and 

preparation and we were  

blessed with beautiful weather 

which enabled us to get out for 

walks and to sit in the garden 

soaking up the stunning views - at 

all times socially distanced! Not 

the ideal way to get to know each 

other, but better than nothing! 

 

   Before we returned home we 

spent a couple of hours at the 

cathedral going through the 

adapted format for the ordination 

service after which Archbishop 

John spoke to us informally about 

the day and about our future 

ministries. 
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   Home to prepare, but it was an 

ever-changing few days as Covid 

wreaked havoc on my guest list. I 

was allowed six guests to include 

Hywel and Sian, but one by one 

they had to cry off! Hywel and 

Sian had to quarantine because 

they had been with their son and 

daughter-in-law who have the 

virus. My younger son was 

quarantined on return from 

Portugal. My elder son thought it 

unwise to travel from Woking  

with Swansea going into 

lockdown. However, my brother 

and sister-in-law snuck over the 

border from Worcestershire and 

two wonderful friends, Mair and 

Bethan, who have walked with me 

almost every step of my faith 

journey over many, many years, 

were able to join Jonathan and 

Canon Arthur as our guests.  

 

   Archbishop John explained that 

those who are ordained are not 

professional Christians; rather 

they have a particular function 

within the shared ministry of all 

the baptised.  

     

   The service was deeply 

meaningful and challenging. 

Canon Stephen delivered the 

address and focused in part on the 

icon of the Transfiguration in the 

chapel at Llangasty. The words 

below the image are ‘Lord, make 

us lovers and bearers of thine 

divine beauty.’ This, he said, sums 

up the calling of a deacon.  

 

    He went on to refer to the 

Archbishop’s address to 

Governing Body when he had 

talked about ‘trusting and trying.’ 

The Great Commission in St 

Matthew’s Gospel (ch. 28) tells us 

to go and make disciples. Canon 

Stephen finished by saying ‘what 

could be simpler or better than 

that, so say yes, I’ll trust and yes 

I’ll try!’ 

 

   After the legal formalities we 

emerged into glorious sunshine 

and a cloudless sky for a time to 

chat and take photographs. A truly 

wonderful day.  There is so much 

to be grateful for: first for Bob, for 

all his support and encouragement 

as we travelled together along the 

road to my ordination. I am 

grateful to Jonathan, Arthur, Mair 

and Bethan who travelled from 

Swansea to Brecon; to my brother 

Bruce and sister-in-law Pam who 

made the long drive from 

Worcestershire; to Dean Paul, 

Reverend Steven and all involved 
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in the considerable logistical 

preparations in the cathedral; to 

Canon Ian Rees for all the work 

involved in preparing us and for 

dealing with the abnormal 

complexities surrounding the 

whole process; to Canon Stephen 

Ryan for his leading of the retreat 

and his address; to Stephen Power 

and Robin for the music; to Tim 

Davenport who dealt with the 

legalities swiftly and efficiently; 

last but by no means least, 

Archbishop John for his thoughtful 

and encouraging words and a 

service that was incredibly moving 

and meaningful. 

    

   Back in Swansea, thank you to 

Hywel and Sian who are so 

encouraging and supportive - I 

very much look forward to 

working alongside Hywel and 

learning from him; and thank you 

to our parish family for your love, 

prayers, support, encouragement 

and for the mass of cards, 

messages and gifts that have 

arrived here over the last few days. 

I am quite overwhelmed.  

 

   God bless you all, Biddy 
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
 

    At Rest 
    

    George Boyce 

    Nesta Phillips 

    Glenda Davies 

    John Thomas 
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A surprisingly wide range of 

goods and services 

We don’t just deliver 

newspapers! 

 

Joff, Wendy & the staff 

Telephone:401689  

H 
HERITAGE 

CARPET & FLOORING LTD 
 

Specialists in carpet, wood, 
laminate & vinyl 

 

422 Gower Road, Killay,  
Swansea, SA2 7AJ 

 
Tel/Fax: 01792 202 021 

DESIGN & ALTERATION ON  
FASHION WEAR & SOFT FURNISHINGS 

 

Call Adel on 07511 939603 
 
52a Plymouth Street, Swansea, SA1 3QQ 
 

Next to Eli Jenkins pub & opposite Tyler Jenkins Jewellery 

 
 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Looking for a friendly, reliable 
cleaning  
service? 

 
 

Call us now on: 
01792 448721 

 
 

www.glowhomeservices.co.uk 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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• All aspects of Home and Grounds Maintenance 

• Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 

• Painting and Decorating Service 

• All projects Fully Managed 

• Free Estimates and all Work Fully Insured 

 

 Mike Timbrell 07813 055357   

 down2earthltd@icloud.com 

DOWN 2 EARTH 

PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LTD 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 



31  

West Cross 
Dental Practice 

 

 
 
 

54c Mulberry Avenue 
West Cross 
Swansea 
SA3 5HA 
Telephone:  404405  

Andrew Llewellyn BDC 
NHS, Private & Denplan 

MUSIC TUITION 
 

Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute 
& Theory of Music 

 
 

Nick Kiley 
BA (Hons) PGDip (RNCM) PGCE 
 
 
 

Telephone:  
07929 009772 

 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

Need help to get to medical appointments? 
CALL GOWER VOLUNTARY TRANSPORT  

01792 851942 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Please support the Advertisers who support us! 
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Rebekah Robertson 
has bought John O’Malley’s  
former practice. 
 

Her surgery is at: 
360 Mumbles Road, Norton. 
 

Tel: 01792 732177 

Printed at Brynymor Digital Ltd, 14 Brynymor Road, Swansea  

GLYNDERI COTTAGE                                                                                                           
 

01874 636878 
                                                                  

SENNYBRIDGE                                                             

BRECON                                                              

POWYS  

LD3 8TS 

             

Walk - Explore - Relax  
 

www.glyndericottage.co.uk 

HEADS TOGETHER 
 

Unisex Hair & Fashion Care 
Perming/Tinting/Colouring 

And Creative Designs 
 

NEW! 
O.P.I Gel Nails 

 
134 West Cross Lane, 
West Cross, Swansea 
(01792) 401471 

Please support the Advertisers who support us! 

DON PIPER 
 

Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 
 

Established 1962 
 

 

Customer Care  
our speciality 

 

14 Queen’s Road 
Mumbles 
Tel: 366576 

http://www.glyndericottage.co.uk
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Clyne Chapel 
Blackpill 

Christ in Majesty  
at Holy Cross Church 
Fairwood Road 


